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The nature of the Indian is in all respects like the nature of

any other nation; placed in the same circumstances, he exhib-

its the same passions and vices. But in his forest home thère

was not the same temptation to great crimes, or what is terrm-

ed the lesser ones, that of slander, scandal. and gossip, as ex-

ists among civilized nations.

They knew nothing of the desire of gain. and therefore were

not made selfish by the love of hoarding -and there was no

temptation to steal, where they had everything in common,

and their reverence for truth and fidelity to promises, may well

put all the nations of christendom to shame.

I have written in somewhat of the spirit which vill charac-

terize a History, by an Indian, yet it does not deserve to be

called Indian partiality, but only justice and the spirit of human-

itv ; or, if I may be allowed to say it. the spirit with which any

christian should be able to consider the character and deeds of

his foc. I would not detract from the virtues of your fore-

fathers. Thev were at that time unrivalled, but bigotry and

superstition of the dark ages still lingered among them, and

their own perils blinded them to the wickedness and cruelty of

the means they took for defence.

Four, and perhaps two centuries hence. I doubt not, some of

your dogmas will seem unchristian, as the Indians seem to you,

and I truly hope, ere then, all wars will scem as barbarous, and

the fantastic dress of the soldiers as ridiculous. as you have

been in the habit of representing the wars and the wild drap-

erv of the Indians of the forest.

How long were the Saxon and Celt in becoming a civilized

and christian people? How long since the helmet. the coat of

mail, and the battle axe,'were laid aside?

To make himself more terrific. the Briton of the days of

Henry II drew the skin of a wild beast over his armor with

the head and ears standing upright, and mounted his war-horse

to go forth crying, " To arms ! Death to the invader!" Tihe


