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HAS AND'large majority of the legislature, 
claims the right to take cognizance of 
the manner in which the sessions of the 
legislature are conducted, and to hold 
his advisers responsible therefor, 
claims the right to criticize and hold his 
advisers responsible for the decision 
of the legislature upon a point of order. 
He claims the right to listen to anony­
mous protests against an act of the legis- 
latuic, which he himself had assented 
to, and to dismiss his ministers because 

He claims the right

HeTO THE PEOPLE.We ask the people of Canada to consider 
what His Honor here says. He indi­
cates that although the house had pass­
ed a measure by a large majority, a mea­
sure dealing with the constitution of the 
house itself, he contemplated dismissing 
his ministry because some people and 
some papers in Kootenay disapproved of 
the measure. He only refrained from 
so doing because he did not consider the 
case sufficiently serious. Here we have 
a distinct claim that His Honor holds 
the gubernatorial office to be invested 
with power to disregard the expressed 
wishes of the people, though in the form 
of a legislative enactment, and act upon 
the demands of anonymous and irre­
sponsible persons. To state such a claim 
of authority is to refute it. Neither the 
Crown nor any of its representatives 
ever before took so utterly and untenable 
a position.

The fourth aspect of the case, namely, 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s defiance of 
the will of the people constitutionally ex­
pressed, has already been incidentally 
covered in what has been said above. 
There is much more that might be said 
on the subject, but the space available 
is limited. To fully explain all the prin­
ciples involved in the above incident of 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s action, and all 
the precedents which he has violated, 
would require a long speech. It will be 
necessary for some one to explain these 
matters fully upon the public platform 
and in the meantime we content 
selves with the general propositions 
above set forth, simply adding that if 
His Honor believes, as we are bound to 
believe he does, that he possesses the 
right to set at defiance the wishes of 
the people in the manner indicated, he is 
utterly at sea in regard to the funda­
mental rules on the British constitution 
and responsible government.

bution bill, and the manner in which the 
debates of the house were conducted 
during the consideration of that measure. 
This is so startling a thing that it calls 
for separate treatment. That it is whol­
ly without precedent unfortunately 
seems to count for very little with the 
people of this province, who seem dull 
to the necessity of respecting established 
precedents. We shall endeavor in this 
article to show how such an action is ut­
terly without warrant.

The incident divides itself under four 
heads, namely:

The intimation of the Lieutenant-Gov- 
that he would veto the bill, if it

Gbe Colonist The people of Briish Columbia should 
not regard the questions involved in the 
dismissal of the late ministry as though 
they were between rival politicians only. 
If all that was at stake was whether Mr. 
Turner or Mr. Semlin should be 
premier, or whether the Lieuten­
ant-Governor treated his late min­
isters with proper courtesy, the inci­
dent might be permitted to pass out of 
sight until in the regular course of 
events the legislature is called together, 
or elections are brought on at which the 
subject can be advantageously dealt 
with. The exit of one ministry and the 
advent of another do not of themselves 
offer any occasion for a display of popu­
lar feeling. They are a part of the 
ordinary routine of politics, of the old 
game of “ ins and outs ” which has been 
played for the last two hundred years in 
British countries. What takes the re­
cent incident out of the ordinary class 
is that'it involves questions of preroga­
tive. To make this clear, we must re­
state some of the salient facts. '

Writing to Mr. Turner, the Lieutenant- 
Governor stated that his ministry had 
lost his confidence on July 13th, and as 
an evidence of that, he refused on that 
day to sanction one of their recommenda­
tions. The Lieutenant-Governor does 
not anywhere in his letters tell why he 
had withdrawn his confidence from his 
ministers on that day; but it is evident 
from what he alleges in the correspond­
ence that the causes advanced in the 
organs of the present government do not 
explain his action.

It could not be because of the result 
of the elections, because this was not 
known on July 13th, and such returns 
us were at hand indicated that the gov­
ernment would have a majority.

It was not because of the Kootenay 
protêts in regard to the Redistribution 
Act, because he himself says that he did 
not consider these a sufficient reason for 
dismissing his ministers.

It was not because of the alleged ad­
vice of the Attorney-General touching 
the issue of a special 
$15,000, because if this advice 
given, it was not until August 2nd.

It was not because the government 
was urging that the appropriations 
passed by the legislature should be ex­
pended, because this was at some date 
subsequent to July 15th, according to 
His Honor’s own statement, and he 
afterwards admitted that perhaps his 
judgment was at fault when he suggest­
ed delay in making these expenditures.

It was not the request of the govern­
ment for his signature to an order-in- 
council extending the time for holding 
the poll in certain districts in Cassiar, 
for this did not happen until July 23rd.

It was not the suspicion of the Lieu­
tenant-Governor that he was being asked 
to sign blank warrants and to approve 
of orders-in-council which he had de­
clined to sanction, for the things which 
he so construes did not occur until after 
July 15th, according to his own letters.

These are all the reasons advanced by 
the apologists of the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor, and they are all the reasons which 
he himself specifies, and as is shown 
above, not one of them existed on July 
13th, when His Honor, according to his 
own language, first signified to Mr. Tur­
ner “ That my confidence in yourself 
and your colleagues as advisers was 
gone.”

We must seek, therefore, for other 
reasons. There is a pronounced disposi­
tion in many quarters to discover this 
unspecified reason in the anxiety of the 
Lieutenant-Governor to see his son in 
the cabinet. To what extent this may 
have influenced his mind, or whether it 

•did so at all, must bç left wholly to in­
ference from the fact that Mr. Turner 
and young Mr. Mclnnes had negotiations 
on foot looking to that result. As we 
desire to treat the matter with absolute 
fairness, we must concede that infer­
ences in more than one direction can be 
drawn from the facts as far as they 
are known. This feature of the case 
at the most only touches the motive of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, and the pres­
ent advisers of the Lieutenant-Governor 
will probably repudiate any responsibil­
ity for his undisclosed motives. If the 
Lieutenant-Governor himself is ever on 
trial, this will be a proper'matter for 
consideration. At present what we are 
concerned with is what Hon. Mr. Semlin 
and his colleagues have to answer for, 
and that is the act of the Lieutenant- 
Governor in withdrawing his confidence 
from the Executive on July 13th, and 
on the following day giving them notice 
of the fact, so that “they would put 
their affairs in order so as to tender their 
resignation at an early date.” Every­
thing in the correspondence except the 
letter of the Private Secretary, dated 
July 13th, that of the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor dated July 14th, and the above 
quotation from his letter of August 15th, 
may be dismissed from consideration, so 
far as an explanation of his action goes. 
We need hardly add that it is now too 
late for anyone to assign new reasons 
for the action of July 13th. We come, 
therefore, to this proposition which Hon. 
Mr. Senjlin and his colleagues must be 
prepared"to defend:

A lieutenant-governor may, without 
assigning any reason, withdraw his 
confidence from his mjgisters and dis­
miss them from office, no matter what 
support they may have in the legislature.

But while the rest of the correspond­
ence cannot be cited to uphold the action 
of the Lieutenant-Governor on July 13th, 
it may properly be referred to for the 
purpose of showing the danger of the 
principle involved in the position taken 
by the Hon. Mr. Mclnnes. In his let­
ters he claims his right to disallow acts 
of the legislature on his own mere mo­
tion, and in defiance of the advice of 
ministers possessing the confidence of a
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In Vancouver to-day will be an occasion 
of a great deal of interest and import­
ance, if for no other reason than that it 
is the beginning of organization for vic- 

We hope to see it made memor- 
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of such protests, 
to be the sole judge of when and how 
the votes granted by the legislature shall 

He claims the right to
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tory.
able for another reason, 
stands prominent before all others in 
the minds of the.people of British Colum­
bia to-day, namely the action of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. This is not yet 
a Dominion issue, though it may be;

? ;* “We had intend»1i be expended, 
decide for himself how the legislature 
will vote on a question of want of confi­
dence, and that, too, before the result of 
the elections is known. And crowning 
the whole of these extraordinary preten­
sions, he claims the right to dismiss his 
ministers without any specified cause, 
and to call into his counsels a gentleman 
defeated by the people and without a 
single follower in the legislature." Events 
subsequent to the correspondence show 
that he holds it to be constitutional for 
ministers to hold office for an indefinite 
time without appealing to their consti­
tuencies for a ratification of their act in

length with the em 
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i but the convention ought not to regard 
itself as shut off from considering it for 
this reason. No political convention in 
this province ought to meet without 
making some deliverance upon this im­
portant màttèr. The most vital inter­
ests of the people are at stake. The 
very foundation of our system of govern­
ment is in', peril. We hope, therefore, 
that the convention will not close with­
out placing itself on record *s opposed 
to such extensions and perversions of 
the prerogative as we have lately seen.

It is very evident from the recently 
published correspondence between the 
Lieutenant-Governor and his late ad­
visers, and from the press comments, 
that the principles of responsible gov­
ernment are only partly understood in 
this province. It is also clear that if 
they are not firmly established, and if 
some political organization does not de­
clare itself ready to champion them at 
all suitable times, one precedent may 
follow another until we have no vestige 
of free government left. As has already 
been pointed out in the Colonist, the 
people of any British country have just 
such rights of self-government, and no 
more, as they persistently assert and 
exercise. We are to-day called upon to 
assert rights which have not been dis­
puted in the Eastern provinces for up­
wards of half a century, and have never 
been questioned in England in a hundred 
and fifty years.

We hope, therefore, that the Liberal- 
Conservatives of British Columbia will 
speak with no uncertain sound on this 
point. If they do so, they will find 
their action endorsed by thousands of 
people here and elsewhere.

The action of the Lieutenant-Governor 
in giving consideration to protests from 
Kootenay,

The defiance exhibited by the Lieuten­
ant-Governor of the will of the people 
constitutionally expressed through the 
legislature.
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The intimation of His Honor that he 
would disallow a bill, if it contained a 
certain section which he did not like, is 
something so entirely out of keeping with 
what we had supposed the constitution 
permitted, that we find some difficulty in 
knowing how to approach consideration 
of it. It is as if one should be told that 

greater than two or that a

accepting office.
We ask the people of British Columbia 

if we have, in what is above set forth, 
mis-stated in the slightest degree the 
position taken by the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor, or drawn an inference from his acts 
or words not deducible therefrom by 
the strictest rules of logic. We wish to 
be on perfectly sure ground in this mat­
ter, for, although the principle involved 

which the strongest appeal

Castoria.Castoria.1
“ Castoria is so well adapted to children 

that I recommend it as superior to any pre­
scription known to me.”

H. A. Archer, M. D. Brooklyn, A. "-

"Castoria is an excellent medicine for 
children. Mothers have repeatedly told me 
of its good effect upon their children.”

Da. G. C. Osgood, Lowell, Mass.

replying-,

one was
whole is not greater than a part. It is 
axiomatic that the Crown will not ex­
ercise the veto power except upon the 
advice of ministers having the confidence 
of the house. Strike this down, and you 
destroy the very foundation of our whole 
system of parliamentary government. 
The Lieutenant-Governor intimated his 
intention to set up his individual views 
against the views of the legislature. 
Had he the right to do this? It seems 
absurd to have to argue on such a pro­
position, but let us follow it out to its 
conclusion. If the bill had passed with 
the objectionable section in it and had 
been presented to His Honor for his ap­
proval, he would have been obliged either 
to approve it or to compel his ministers 
to resign. Now the established rule of 
the British constitution is that the 
Crown can only dismiss a ministry “up- 
op grounds that can be stated and jus­
tified to parliament” Would it be pos­
sible for the Lieutenant-Governor to 
state and justify to the legislature as a 
ground of dismissal that a majority of 
the legislature had passed a law which 
he did not like? The people, speaking 
through their representatives, have a 
right to say what the laws of the prov­
ince shall be, and the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor must approve of those laws unless 
he can find a ministry enjoying the con­
fidence of the legislature, who will advise 
him to withold his sanction. We con­
fess to feeling the difficulty of proving 
the axiomatic principle involved in this 

As we have said, it is fun-

our-

THE FAC-SIMILE SIGNATURE OF
is one upon

be made to the indignation of the 
people, we wish to lay the foundation 

undisputed and indisputable facts

can

upon 
and inferences.

Our position is that the correspon­
dence, when stripped of all disputed ele­
ments and critically analyzed, shows that 
the Lieutenant-Governor, acting upon 
what we claim is a most extravagant 
and dangerous misconception of his 
stitutional authority, had determined at 

date prior to July 13th to bring 
crisis in British Columbia poli-

%
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The Times says: “If we are eligible 
for the job of answering the string of 
questions composing the Colonist’s lead­
ing article this merning, we would do it 
this way.”

APPEARS ON EVERY WRAPPER.
TME OKNTAUR COMMWY. TT MURRAY RTREFT. HtWVeWKClTt

The answers of our contem­
porary demonstrate that it was not elig- 
ible for its self-imposed task, and doubt­
less its political friends will wish that 
it had not attempted it Our contem­
porary makes the statement that the 
late advisers never possessed the 
fidence of the Lieutenant-Governor at 
any time during July. Will it cite a 
word from the correspondence in proof 
of this? It further alleges that “it is 
nonsensical to attempt to fix dates when 
a man begins to lose confidence in 
other."

con-

warrant for some 
was ever about a

tics, if the result of the elections afforded 
him any excuse for so doing. It makes 
no difference in a constitutional sense 
whether he did this for the purpose of 
advancing the interests of any individual 
or whether he did it from a mistaken 
notion of duty to the province, if such 
powers, as he claims to exercise, are 
vested in the office of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, we are living under a despot­
ism, which at any day may find expres­
sion in the violation of the mort^cher­
ished rights of the people. We ask, 
therefore, all readers to analyze careful 
ly what has been above set out( and, if 
we are in error in any particular, we 
shall be grateful to any one who will 
show it.

LEA AND PERRINS'con-

OBSERVl that the 
SIGNATURE

an-STRANGE DELAY. As a matter of fact it is not 
nonsensical for men in private life to try 
to fix such dates; and it is the bounden 
duty of a lieutenant-governor, who seeks 
to excuse his dismissal of a ministry by 
the claim that they do not possess his 
confidence, not only to specify when but 
why they lost it. As all the authorities 
say “the grounds must be such 
capable of being stated and justified.” 
That is a loss of confidence, which will 
justify a man in dismissing a servant, is 
a very different matter from such a loss 
of confidence as would justify the repre­
sentative of the Crown in dismissing a 
ministry. A lieutenant-governor might 
be satisfied in his own mind that his 
advisers were dishonest and incapable 
men, but that would not justify him in 
dismissing them. He must have actual 
grounds which he can state as the basis 
of that opinion.

I
There is much comment on the streets 

upon the omission of ex-Attorney-Gen­
eral Eberts to give out anything for pub­
lication in regard to the statement made 
first by Mr. Beaven, and afterwards by 
the Lieutenant-Governor, as to his ad­
vice in regard to his authority under the 
revenue law. The Lieutenant-Governor 
has given one version of it; Mr. Turner 
has given quite a different version. What 
the public want to know from Mr. Eberts 
is what advice he did give the Lieuten­
ant-Governor. As the matter presents 
itself to us, the point involved is not one 
of veracity between the Lieutenant- 
Governor and the ex-Premier, for the 
former, in his letter, states that the 
ex-Attorney-General told him that a 
warrant for $15,000 for the Cassiar dis­
trict could be issued without his signa­
ture. His observations seem to be 
directed wholly to that warrant. Mr. 
Turner, on the other hand, seems to be 
dealing in his remarks only with the 
warrants upon usual routine matters. 
He does not make any reference to any 
advice having been qjven in regard to 
the particular warrant to which His 
Honor refers.

We submit that under these circum­
stances Mr. Eberts has already remained 
silent too long, and that only one con- 

. struction can be put upon any further 
silence. He owes it to himself and te 
those who have given him their political 
support in the past, to make at once the 
meet explicit declaration possible in 
this matter. This does not concern Mr. 
Eberts alone, and he cannot afford, and 
if he could his political supporters can- 
net afford to permit him, to remain 
silent any longer, without at least call­
ing upon him in unmistakeable language 
to defend himself against the specific 
allegation made by the Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor.
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as are THE CONDITION OF FRANCE.

revival of the Dreyfhs case, coup­
led with the Czar’s peace manifesto, 
. Inch indicates that the Franco-Russian 
alliance is at an end, may lead to very 
serious conditions in the French repub­
lic. The opinion of competent observers 
is that France is ripe for another revo­
lution, not one like that of 1783, but 
a complete change of government, and 

less bloodshed. The 
despatches say that the revival of the 
Dreyfus case for a time obscures the 
other sensation, and this needs some 
planation, because from all that appears 

the face of it, the Dreyfus case is 
who has been

question.
da mental. If it is not an integral part 
of the constitution of British Columbia, 
then the Lieutenant-Governor has no 
veto power at all, for he only possesses 
that power because this province is sup­
posed to be governed according to estab­
lished British precedent The President 
of the United States has an absolute 
veto power, without respect to his cab­
inet or congress, subject only to the 
right of congress to pass a measure by 
a certain vote over his veto. There are 

record where recent presidents

The
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of course more or
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We venture to say that the explanation 
of the so-called “blank warrants” will be 
found to be that, when a great number 
of requisitions are included in an order- 
in-council, the officer making up the file 
for signature often puts in a few spare 
sheets for convenience in checking up 
the various details, and that the printed 
forms have been used instead of alto­
gether blank sheets. That is fifty or 
more requisitions are pinned together 
and with them are a few requisition 
forms on which nothing is written, these 
being of no earthly value except to facili­
tate the work of the officer, who goes 
over the accounts and makes out the 
checks. You could not draw a dollar 
out of the bank if you had a million 
such warrants all signed by the Lieuten­
ant-Governor.

Major Walsh is very emphatic in his 
statements contradictory of the reports 
of maladministration in the Yukon. We 
hope he is right, but .we do not forget 
that it is his interest to claim that every­
thing is as it should be. His statement 
that the gold commissioner suspended 
two of his clerks and invited people to 
make Charges, but that none were made, 
looks very well upon the face, and we 
shall be glad to see disinterested proof 
that the case is as good as the Major 
makes it out to be. No Canadian wants 
to see charges of corruption against 
Canadian officials sustained.

Agents—I. M. Pou r1as &~Co and C. E. O lson &Son, Mor treat.cases on
have caused it to be intimated to con­
gress that, if measures were passed con­
taining certain provisions, they would be 

Lieutenant-Governor Mclnnes

upon
simply that of a .
found guilty, either justly or unjustly, 
or treason. If this were all there was in 

could have been a nine days’
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must be emulating the example of these 
presidents, for he can find nothing in 
British history to bear him out.

The second 'aspect of His Honor’s ac­
tion is his reference to the all-nigl^t ses­
sion. In the first place he is wrong in 
his recollection of the transaction, for the 
all-night session was on a totally differ­
ent section from the one he objected 

this is the

it, the case 
wonder, but when we look below the sur­
face, it is seen that the prosecution a^d 
sentence of the unfortunate officer are 
a demonstration of the domination of 
anti-Semitism, and the Jewish people are 
both able and willing to see that the 
wrong done him is righted. This of it­
self would not be a very difficult matter 

Dreyfus 
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holders of this company who are willing 
to receive it in lieu of money, share for 
Share, and it shall be converted into 
money for those stockholders who do not 
desire to receive and retain stock in said 
Cariboo Consolidated Mining & Milling 
Company, Limited, but it no event shall 
the Cariboo Mining, Milling & Smelting 
company own said 800,000 shares of 
stock, or any part or share thereof, and 
shall retain the same no longer than is 
necessary to dispose of it as above pro­
vided.”

The company will hold a meeting at 
its office in Camp McKinney, September 
27, for the purpose of authorizing the 
sale, as required by the law of the prov­
ince.

The stockholders also passed a resolu­
tion of thanks to the officers of the com­
pany for the careful and satisfactory 
management of the property during the 
past year.

Subsequently the trustees met and or­
ganized by the election of the same offi­
cers as last year, and then ratified the 
proposed sale of the property.

A dividend of 2 per cent, amounting 
to $16,000, was then declared and made 
payable September 1. The dividends 
paid by the company for the fiscal year 
ending July 1 amounted to $64,000. 
Spokesman-Review, Spokane.

SOLD THE CARIBOO.
did not 

of want
if justice to 
involve an 
of confidence in the army, and just 
now the army claims that it must be 
considered first in everything, that the 
rules which every one must respect must 
not be applied to it and that its decrees 
must be carried out by the courts of 
law. We regard the condition of France 

by far the most disturbing element 
in European politics to-day. If the un­
rest of the people finds expression in re­
volution, the efforts of the powers will 
be directed towards isolating its effects. 
If it takes the form, as it may, of an 
attack upon Germany, for the recovery 
of Alsace-Lorraine, before disarmament 
is completed, there will be at least one 
more big war before the Emperor Nicho­
las ushers in the Millennium.

to. Coupled with 
action of the then opposition in walking 
out of the house because of a certain 
ruling of the chair. It is another fun­
damental principle of British parliament­
ary government that the Crown may not 
properly take cognizance of anything 
that takes place in parliament. As a 
matter of fact the Crown has no means 
of knowing what takes place in parlia­
ment except from the Journals, and 
these do not ever specify the length of 
time occupied by a session. Mr. T. R. 
Mclnnes may know everything that 
takes place in the house from the time 
it opens until it closes. He undoubtedly 
keeps himself informed of what is going 
on. But Lieutenant-Governor Mclnnes

Stockholders Vote to T*n Over the 
Mine to the New B. C. Company.

The annual meeting of the Cariboo 
Mining, Milling & Smelting company, 
operating the Cariboo mine at Camp Mc­
Kinney, B. C., was held at the office of 
the company in this city on Friday.

The report of James Monaghan, presi­
dent and general manager, for the year 
ending July 1, 1898, showed, among 
other things, that the mill had crushed 
6,770 tons of ore during the year, and 
that it had yielded $121,270 in bullion 
and $17,943.64 in concentrates. For the 
same period during the previous year, 
the records of the company show an 
output of 6,742 tons of ore, which yield­
ed in bunion $104,826.09, and in concen­
trates $13,513.39. The showing is, 
therefore, that the output for the past 
year was an increase of bat 28 tons 
over that of the previous year, while the 
increase in value of production was 
$20,904.00.

The report further .showed that the 
property had been equipped during the 
year with additional machinery, com­
prising a hoist, compressor, three boilers, 
a Corliss engine, 10 additional stamps, 
a new and complete concentrating plant 
and new pumps, all at a cost of about 
$25,000.

The report of the treasurer showed a 
balance of cash on hand of $28,500.

There were 695,160 shares of the 800,- 
000 shares of the company’s stock repre­
sented at the meeting. After re-elect­
ing the old board of trustees, a resolu­
tion was submitted and unanimously 
adopted, setting forth that the Cariboo 
Consolidated Mining & Milling company 
of British Columbia had offered to pur­
chase the properties of the company, and 
to give each shareholder an equal num­
ber of shares in the new company for his 
holdings in the old. It was resolved 
that the proposition be accepted, and the 
president and secretary were authorized 
to execute and deliver the deeds and 
other conveyances necessary to pass the 
title to the property, upon delivery to 
the board of trustees of 800,000 shares 
of the stock of the new company.

The resolution states, further, “ when 
said 800,000 shares is received, it shall 
be disposed of by the board of trustees 

mpany, as follows; Such stock 
distributed among those stock-

ias
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NAVIGATION OF THE YUKON.

The Colonist has been asked as to the 
date of the closing of navigation on the 
Yukon. So far as Dawson City is con­
cerned, Mr. Ogilvie notes that ice was 
running in the Yukon on September 28, 
1896, and continued running until Octo­
ber 13th, when it cleared out, and the 

«wiver remained open until October 29. 
This indicates that navigation closed on 
September 28 that year at Dawson City, 
for steamboating would stop when the 
ice began to run. Mr. Rattenbnry, of 
the Bennett Lake & Klondike Naviga­
tion Company, who naturally has given 
much attention to this matter, says his 
information is that the time varies 
greatly from year to year, but so far as 
Dawson is eoneerued, it would not be 
safe to count upon navigation to that 
point after October 1. He has what ap­
pears to be reliable information that the 
lakes and the Lewes river as far north 

,ias the month of the Hootalinqua, are 
likely to remain open as late as the last 

■«^November. This is the substance of

ns all.

only knows what the Journals of the 
legislature tell him, and he cannot dis­
cover from the Journals that there was 
an all-night session. As to the ruling of 
the chair which the house sustained, it 
is sufficient -to say that it is also axiom­
atic that the house is the sole judge of 
its own procedure, and that there is no 
power in the British Empire, except the 
sovereign people acting by their ballots, 
not even Her Most Gracious Majesty, 
backed by all the courts and judges in 
the land and the whole power of her 
army and navy, can assert under the 
British constitution a right to pronounce 
judgment upon an order or decision of 
parliament as to its own proceedings. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has violated 
this essential principle of parliamentary 
government.

The third aspect of the case is . the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s reception of pro­
tests from Kootenay. If the Lieutenant- 
Governor received any such protests, it 
was his bounden duty under the consti­
tution to have made them known to his 
advisers. He tells Mr. Turner that he

The observations of the Times make it 
very clear that our contemporary does 
not understand the very rudiments of 
responsible government. It seems to en­
tertain 'the notion that the Crown acts 
upon its own surmises, suspicions, no­
tions, or conceptions as to the character 
of ministers. In order to illustrate the 
principle for which it contends, the Col­
onist said that a lieutenant-governor’s 
personal views as to the honesty or ca­
pacity of his ministers were not a ground 
of dismissal unless he could state facts, 
in support of them. This may sound 
strange to the Times, but it is borne out 
by every writer on constitutional law. 
Dishonesty and incapacity would un­
questionably be good grounds for dis­
missing either a whole ministry or one 
or more members of it, but to justify 
such a dismissal specific acta showing 
dishonesty or incapacity would have to 
be alleged by the Crown or its repre­
sentative. A mere general impression to 
that effect would not be sufficient. Is 
the Times unable to understand the 
principle involved, and upon which par­
liamentary government has been carried 
on in Great Britain for two hundred 
years?

As the Colonist gave publicity to the 
attempted protest proceedings against 
Mr. A. W. Smith, it seems right to say 
that as the matter has been explained 
there scans to be no warrant for the 
allegation made by the Kamloops Stan­
dard that the proceedings were dishonest. 
They were vexations to Mr. Smith, but 
they reflect upon no one’s honesty.

The congressional elections to be held 
this autumn in the United States have 
already begun to attract great attention. 
The Republicans seem fairly confident of 
success, although we note that Repre­
sentative Babcock, who is at the head 
of the congressional election committee, 
is not very sanguine. He expects that 
his party will suffer some losses in the 
East, and doubts if they can fully make 
them np in the West. While speaking of 
American politics it may be interesting 
to mention that Mr. Cleveland is talked 
about as the Democratic leader in the 
campaign of 1900 on a platform of non­
expansion. He will be late, for by 1900 
President McKinley will have completed 
the work of expansion.

the incor-The Fall Assizes.—With 
poration of the special assize at kelson 
necessitated by the Bruno murder case, 
the table of dates and places for toe 
holding of criminal courts throughout 
the province this fall is as follows:
Nelson........................Tuesday... ..20th Sept-
Clinton......................Thursday., --gnd Sept.
Itlchfleld.............Monday.... aOthhl^
Kamlooos.............. Monday.. ..3rd October
Lytton. .....................Friday.. . .14th October
Vernon........................Monday. .. 10th Octob'T
New Westminster.Tuesday............ lft £“'•
Vancouver................ Monday..............14th bov.
Victoria.....................Tuesday. .. . !5th Nov.
Nanaimo....................Tuesday... ■ ,22nd Nov-
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REDISTRIBUTION ACT.
ÏJirthf.n: on- ——
“■'> '$$dn., .'Ml1. Semlin and his colleagues 
iistand cpwnjittk&ritp the defence of the 
"'MfettitoSWQeWMidr for having dismiss­
ed hi» ministry because of the Redistri- to warrant a dismissal of the ministry.
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I sympathized with the indignation of the 
protestants, but did not consider the cir­
cumstances of so grave a character as of this co 
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