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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY up at large expense had failed. Speak- who denounced Mr. Higgins' action a» a premium as it was to-day. The ex- difficulty in dealing with the question, had ander discussion had been parcell­
ing of the tax on mine laborers he ex- treachery. Heading comments by pro- penditure cSeceded the revenue, but in There were maixy .ections of tüe piov- , huly silv.it on the questioà of the road
pressed himself in favor of doing away viueial papers on this interview, Dr. Wal- sidering tha’t they had to look at inee that without irrigation were no use from Penticton to Boundary Creek The
with it, as no man ought to be taxed for kem said it was the first time that a the advantage» which this over-expendi- for agricultural p"l,poses. Mr. Rithet honorable gentleman, he believed would
the right to labor. Replying to oppesi- Speaker of any province of the Domin- ture was to the country. The eruditions next took up the matter of beet raising be overjoyed if this road were in' opera­
tion remarks, Mr. Bryden denied that ion, because he feared that the govern- of the province were peculiar and ren- »8<! described the coéditions required for tion to-day, but yet he was no bitter
the government had any intention of try- nient was going to be defeated should dered it absolutely necessary for a their growth. He believed that beets along party lines that he would vote
ing to bribe the electors by large ap- while he was Speaker change his poli- larger expenditure- than if it were of eoidd be grown to advantage in the inter- against it because it was a government
propriations this year. He spoke of the ties. Dr. Walkem, while a personal smaller area. The government mwst be lev of the province ana if any member measure. He would have his constitu-
mining interests of Texada Island and friend of Mr. Higgins, had no dealings expensive at first in opening up tee re- of the house or anyone else would nn- ents to face on this question and they
would liked to have seen larger appropri- with him politically, for Mr. Higgins was sources of this large territory. He had dortake to send to him any specimens of would bring him to account " The hon
ations for that part of the province. He “too foxy." (Roars of laughter.) You heard the opposition «impart- the «on- beets grown in the province he would leader of tl/e opposition had as was his
commended the government for enconr- never could fell him what yon thought, dirions here with those- in the other pro- gladly- go to the trouble of having an custom, every year got off his blue min
aging agriculture. He had formerly because he never told what he thought, vinces. Those gentlemen, however, analysis made by a chenlfet under his speech. He âad talked- about the gnat
been a great advocate of cheap money, iMore laughter.) When Mr. Higgins overlooked the fact that the other pro- control and make a report. He would timber, mining and fishing industries of
but when he found that there was $10,- entered the house he looked for a posi- vinces are older and more developed, furthermore in the interest »f the pro- the country is the same breath as Ik-
000,000 of mortgages on the farms he tion in the cabinet, but for some reason The development of Ontario- and Que-- d'iction ef this vegetable par ail the ex- tried to make people believe that it’was
could not see how the government could or other they would not take him in and bee was under entirely dmferent circum- i penses in connection with the- tests. He going to ruin. He had talked about the
advance enough money to take up all he was made Speaker as a sop. When stances to those in British Columbia to- ( wanted ts inform his friend from East provincial debt ®f $5 750 000 in his blue
those mortgages. As to the Yukon rail- Mr. Davie went out, Mr. Higgins day. Those provinces in their youth 11 ale that! he was sorry to imr that ruin speech but" if he would just take a
way, though he was not sorry altogether thought he ought to be in the cabinet— had control of their own tariff and the iwheat had to tie imported from the loek at the’ eitic-s of Victoria and Van-
that he bill at Ottawa had failed, but that's where the shoe pinched, and from conditions were quite different. The (Northwest to supply his (Mr. Rithet’s) cower he would see a debt of $4j00O mm
be hoped to see now a better one take that day every one in this house knew area of Quebec and Ontario taken to- two mills up in that country. If the and there was no" erv of blue ruin there
its place. He referred before closing to he was opposed to the government, gether was only one-eighth1 more than people were .going to make their eon- The- lion member had said that the an-
the mining tax and said that he did not ‘‘Why talk about duty to his conshtu- British Columbia, something that mem- tentions about their district good’ they nror.uiiitloiis for Hhst Yale- were more
believe in its removal, for at present it ency; it was duty to D. W. Higgins.” bers perhaps had not thought about. It would have to get up and do something, than for West Y-aïe his ixmstituenev
gave the only means possible of taxing (Laughter.) Mr. Higgins had hnng on to must, too, be remembered that at eon- He believed they were all right in many beeaiee the government had. a hone of
a class of aliens who would otherwise the Speakership as long as he could, but federation Canada took oyer the debt of ways, the only trouble with them being regaining East Ynite. This meant* test
escape. had resigned in the middle of the session *73,000,000 which Ontario and Quebec that they were not'so industrious as they the hon^eentlem-in considered that his

Hon. Mr. Pooley, the next speaker, so that he could divest himself of his had spent in developing their resources might be. constituent^ ™ s£fetohïn in aim-
devoted a good deal of his attention to old clothing and be able to go before his and that was the reason those provinces ’The member for East Yale here retort- event bur In- had heifer not count InsMr. Higgins. He would far rather, he constituens in a new livery. It was Mr. were out of debt to-day.. Before Brit- ed that Mr. Rithet* was «ore because the ehîekens Vore they ^ hatcS2dP Tte
said, see an open enemy than an Higgins’ duty, as soon as ever he was ish Columbia reached a similar point the people had put up another mill in oppe- government had no oi*et in m tiring tile
insincere friend. They had heard Mr. out of sympathy with the government to sum of $60,000,000 would have- to be sition to his. annronriit'non which itAlW for ti-hsi-Ynle-
Higgins give an almost tearful account have resigned the Speakership. Instead, expended here to institute a proper com- Mr. Rithet continued that he of course than to providefor newssarvdevelop*
of his emotional struggles to tear him- he held on for half a session and now panson. Yet to-day British Columbia did not Iikl to see too many mills there, ments and improvements The speaker-
self from the government and the mem- his sympathy was with the opposition, had only the small debt of six millions, but he liked still less to see it necessary believed that there were -reat resources
bers with whom he had had such plea- (Opposition laughter.) Dr. Walkem knew In a country such as British Columb, to import wheat to keep them running in West Yale nSd assied t£^ rente- 
sane relations. Mr. Higgins had said the opposition sympathy was not with when money could be got at the low rate He did not believe that the members of «putative of that oonstituenev that as*
that in 1895 $600,000 of supplementary Mr. Higgins. He had been among them it could to-day, any man who objects to the house- had a proper appreciation of soon as theix were mat* prominent a
estimates had been spent before the himself. (Laughter.) He bad never borrowing money can have little confi- the farming interests. His friend Tom Onerous aDmonnation cw.id be e.riîect 1
house had sanctioned it. The Premier gone to their caucus and never would deuce m the province. (Hear, hear.) If West Kootenay had talked at some ed from the government no mattel-what

because it was a one man rule (pouting he was running the com,try . he would length about the mining Interests but hopesteere were of gaining the con^Rfi-
of Mr. Sword) whenever a resolution was have no hesitation in borrowing money they couldn’t eat quartz for breakfast. en?y ÀÎTthis claptrap^about legislating
drawn up b.v one man it had to go. (Re- to open up the province wherever it re- He conelirded with an appeal to the mem- for the rich man as against tee i«ornewed laughter.) Mr Higgins wanted qmred ,t. There was another way this bers to support measure™ih the interests man had been^one toto by tee hon Au­
toJoin the opposition because he thought subject could be dealt With. He be- of farmers. He favored the loaning of tieman He wished however tochnl-
thnt he could rule the roost and become heved that the Dominion government money at lower interest to fanners. lenTe any member on the opposite side •
premier. (Roars of laughter ) Dr. Wal- should spend more money in the prov- Once a good farm was improved there of the house to prove himwdf a better 
kem went back to say that the opposition mçe than they had. They appeared to was no better asset in the country. Mend to the poor than was he (Mr.
platform was drawn up by the Liberals, think in the east that it is not necessary Hon. Mr. Eberts and Mr. Williams fol- Fherts) The sneaker said that if the-
If it had not been for the .loyalty of a to spend money in British Columbia un- lowed Mr. Rithet, and the report of their members of the government cared to •
few members of the opposition to Mr, less under the severe pressure of public addresses, crowded out of*tels issue, will Ske thl liberty of going into personal"
Semlin, the opposition would have ad- opinion and then m a begrudging way appear to-morrow. Mr. Hel’meften mov- matters soml things would be found out 
opted party. Liberal politics. As it was and m such small sums as to be of little ed the adjournment of the debate and the about this boasted friendship for the - 
the opposition allow-ed the Liberals to good. They though that a railway to house rose shortly after midnight Thp d meAiber fordraw up their platform for them. It connect the east with the west is all Hon. Mr; Eberts, attornèvïêneral Vancouver had been particularly insult-
n as drawn up by the Liberals and swal- right but they did not want to expend npTf i,T reared tTtee enm
lowed by the opposition and had it on money to open up the west. When the took »P the debate. He reframed ««and jh™ he referred to the con-
tee authority of the News-Advertiser. A« general elections were on he hoped that from going into figures or the budget, „JVPfteATri= T.i „.prv„ ho must-
for Mr. Cotton, the Liberals had no use would be one of the questions agitated, believing that they had already been Kl'vo lTnwb th-it his words were not in 
for him and the Conservatives had no Referring to the mortgage tax, he hoped gone into fully by members who had k^tong with the truth. The third mem- 
use for him, but he hoped between the the opposition would have said more „ .. 711 ;Vjr -triotwo to crawl into power? If the opposi- about it than they did. mTe the ne<*ssary deep study of the her for the same city had
tion were elected to-morrow they wonld Mr. Semlin explained that it had al- subject. He would confine*himaeBf prin- hr.« nntpri in n pnntemntihle
have to submit their cabinet to the Lib- ready been discussed in the house and cipally to same- of the attacks made- up- fndTowardlv manner but I will say that
eMr. Speaker drew Dr. Walkem’s atteu- "mT Riteed, TmvTer.'TTrTTnission of otee^^TofT^h ^ “TTTh whit Thev ought‘tc^Te '^Mr a Eberts
tion to the fact that he must not in- the house, referred to it. It was a tax 2î,heiL®!^ °^the house. At the ou-tset ^bat they g V hurlimr back
dulge in personalities. lie said that was not right; it was double T,„]'V0U <* coogratulate the previous TlT’ho xvmiirl hurl b-lck the »

Dr Walkem did. not want to be inter- bmteetidAaSf°Rriad on hT reTarks*!liTg iTte-teT^n- TsinnatîoA as cowardly that some re-
He considered he was within Mr ViSr was' teeonlvmanto ment of the province on economfe^fi^s. turns were advisedly not brought down,

his nghts. ^ ^ , , , the*house who alked rank Tctionatism Thc opposition had quoted other Trm He explained the large amount of work
Mr. Speaker repeated that he could not R^het said he Tas Pteamed of him' Tinces in comparison to Britisli: Colum- which had to be done in the different 

alio* personalities. fh’ pffTt of that gentiiTan’s remates hia, but in thfcir quotations, they faded departments at the present time and saul
Dr. Walkem continuing, said that was that the (lay ^would come when to take into consideration the great dtf- that the bon member who had made 

when the elections came conservative the mainland would kill the island. Re- ferences that exist. A greet amount the* insinuation ought to see through this 
members of the opposition would have nlying to Mr Semlin Mr Rithet said more was necessary to develop tile- re- anci ought to take back the insinuation, 
no chance, for the Liberals in that party Kwhen times wTre good high toxation sources of a country which was ail Mils ’Dortag t;he time hheP ZT'lfwavs b® ,! 
would dispose of them wuh scant grace. was easier to bear than low taxation in and valleys thhn a flat country.. It Mr. Eberts says he h“d always been
Dr. Walkem said that the opposition [,ad times. Mr. Semlin had said the 5ust. have h6611 a ?reatv8ra*ffication to ! actuated by honesty of purpa e and he
were trying to favor meir fortunes on government had aided corporations. the honorable, premier that the-attacks only hoped that Mr. Cotton would show 
thc island by their old cry, anti-Duns- \yeH Mr Rithet would like to know a* the opposition had all fallen;: short of ®lual honesty in his own position. Mr. 
mnrism and anti-Chineseism. He pointed how could" the country be sent forward fhe mark. He felt bound to call atteu- Cotton had charged him with mcom-
out that the Vancouver Coal Co., whose Ateoto capitol He denied that the tion to the remarks of the hom member ,»etency in reference to the Leamy A
head man was one of the leading sup- government encouraged Oriental immi- for Dewdney. This gentk-mun. hndl Erk matter. ^mt^ out, howeve . 
porters of the opposition, employed him- gration. He would like to see a heavier made the same speech as annually came t pnTv T failed ^ Afterwards
dreds of Chinese on their lands. For [nx pnt on to keep them out, but when fr?m him, and could not get through it when Leamy & Ivyle failed. Afterwaras
himself he had always done what he tbeyPwere once here, they had a right without showing a factional ; animosity, ‘J was found that there was a sum due
could (or the workingmen of his district, to make a living. The Leader of the nn(1 that factional animosity was token :t0 some tlle w„or,k2!igtTt?4 and Lot
He did not know what the results in Opposition had spoken of sectional pre- UP by ether members on tlie-same sidle government were asked to try_aa?£?,
the various districts of the province This governrnent never enconr- »f the house. He had hoped that all the men their money. An agreement
would be at next election, but he did !lged sectional8 prejudice. He denied ?“<* stuff as this had been dropped; But I was arrived at by the Sorern^mt a d
know that very few of the members now there was any sectional prejudice in this rt seemed that it was not yet so. Tt the assignee, that a compromise
representing districts on the lower Fra- ,,art of the country and he hoped never should be buried and buried for goodL made. An amount of lumber was 
str would see the inside of the house to hear of it again The British Pacific The hon. member for Richmond had Cossady & co-.wbo gave a note for it 
again. MT was not T deadi.sue and he hoped yet made his attacks on the government in T,"" rece1ved$2 SW onthecomprom-

Mr. Huff, who though suffering from to live to see it built. It was the most four or five different ways and they were v^ Ld it was iAtended to nut™n the 
a cold, made a very good speech and said comprehensive scheme for the develop- rem1^rk?rb(® fer th®lr weakness. Tl^y f.11^eypmentarv estimates an amount of 
that he was proud to think that his own ment of the country and as long as he o°dl<l aif be summed up in nothing. Ke A. .u, men their just due
idea of the position the province held at was in the politics of the country he had accused the .government: of legislnti ??{ tea- bAn Hie introtiofi of thh • 
present did not call upon, him for an would stick by the British Pacific. The for,the rmh as against thfc-poor;. and ^ Wt had ,bton tee îptenti^of
apology, either for desirting the party opposition had said that’the large ap- had referred to the water clWs. act gTT,^ were doTng C,e Rame thîng in 
he was elected to support or disappoint- pi opriations this year were in face of the and said that some farmers were being ,t,p Savward Mill case Mr Cottonnad 
ment at the condition of affairs for.which coming elections. What other construe- ruined on account of the fees. Tha* act , disappointed not to see a sum in the 
the leaders of the government party were tion. could be pnt on this than that tee was the first of its kind in the pbmimon tesPfor a drill shed in Vancouver;
responsible. On the contrary, when he electors of this country could be bought, and when the government firs* took; upi -- eentleman was not in touch'
knew that the sentiment of his Consti- He denied strongly that the electors the question thëy found many difficulties with tne people interested in Vancouver, 
tnents, at the last general election, was could be purchased or that the appro- in the way of pleasing everyone whom it nnd i,e would open his eyes when he 
faith in the government, and that for the priations had been made to Catch votes, was intended to benefit. There were ^-new that this was already settled and 
purpose of exemplifying that faith he Mr. Rithet hoped whatever thing the rights for municipalities, rights for irri- a gum wou]d be placed in the supple- 
was, by them, honored by election to this government took up they would not lose gallon and miners’ rights, and 'acts. dhal- mentaries for a site. Then Mr. Cotton 
house, he could hut feel that he had dis- sight of the fact that we must have rail- ing with all thèse had to be consolidât- ja(p attacked the railway policy, and Said 
charged that trust to the best of his way connection with the Yukon mines ed. It was in consideration of" every- Kmnp of the roads ronld not nav for their ability, and were the vnmg to do over from a deep water point on the coast of thing a very fair act indeed. The ex- aTe grease. 
again (although it is impossible for any British Columbia. If necessity existed ecutive who drew up the ruiesand regu- , ...
government to have done so well, as to before for the* construction of the road lations were not expert engineers; yet *"r" votronaemea mis.
escape censure) he felt that both his con- the same necessity exists now even when they accomplished their work in such a _Hon. Mr. Eberts— Well, some other 
stituents and himself could not better Hie senate had thrown out the bill. He successful manner that there- Had not hind of grease.’
further the interests of the province than would like to see the Dominion take the yet been one word of complaint! It was Mr. Cotton explained that what he had
by supporting that party which, for the matter up and arrange to build the road contended that in cases it*was unjust to> say waa the railways aided by the 
past number of years, had been so sue- on a cash bonus and they might use the eharge by the inch ingtead of by tbe „OT„rnmpnt conId not DaT £or their run. 
cessful in lifting the country from the material already on the ground. If the borge power, and this might be quite g-
slough of despond to its present position country would adopt some system of this trlle_ but tben thère would be no diffi- nl?#„5XP'm!.®8’ irwt._“TTe 
of prosperity, and most excellent credit: kind hc beheved it would be better than cuity ;n remedying-this-and’tier govern- ^-hnd 1 x-T
Honorable gentlemen in discussing the tke I>rFvl<?'1? contract. Speedy ®ftion ment wou]d be found very willing where 5oH f pay their char?8’ a°d yet
question before the boose had been too. should be taken or other influences would jt was gbown that- any 0Be was being wants government ownership of rail-
prone to discuss every dollar which had secure the road from Edmonton mste d. ebarged too much to make a change, ways!"
been spent, as if they were attempting to :L JTroTThe coastTtarted this year So far as the government was concerned Would a government be more able
^ZmedratTfinTncTalTTTnTrtel* ^ government would tak/the “guMoE to“°îem" TeA^ JtouM “> carry on railways than the raiiway 

vestment, and that the future shoûld not ma“cr up he would support tnem o out Qe defende(i th’e-chlef comurTssron- companies? How could the province 
only be allowed, but compelled to take hnrmw er of lnnds and works against tee accus- raise money enough to uuy the railw.vys,
care of itself. Such views were notbroad ^JTt terre pe"r cetoTaTd‘if Rres" g kad for example, the C.P.R. from Banff to
nor magnanimous, were not worthy men s;;.(!00.000 to build the road, what was a°™anee or nisauty une nonoraoie v line that perhaps cost $40,-
nire° paMculallyThlnThTto^ndtog^f ^X000 a y.ear compared with tee ad- g^a vreyXmaH X^a reHoTLu^at 000,0007 That gentleman knew that 
that empire depended upT, the jurions ^Tntr-T Tàs^going to continue aT a ,SteTtehstoT' Thia. ,only showed to what the Penticton road would be built, al- 
use of money, andwheTtee government ^'eTeountry foTtw^nty yeareandas a ^thsbe JTomJaih'TbT* ‘xheA though-he had voted against it In con- 
lenders have placed the province m such country for he could not say how TS to leeessfte at StevAton for a fusion, Mr. Eberts referred to Mr. Hig-
a position that it could secure all the Ag tbe piacers had been richer TbooIbouse ?Ad the eovISTent had Km8’ .He noticed by the paper tonight
mone- required at a low rate of inter- tha= hitherto found so he believed the Tint*»700 in that-direction ^T^n4- that that gentleman made a grand speech 
est. Could any of teem calculate what pnnrtz mines wonld prove richer than spent $iuu m tear direction, rne eauca yesterdav. Mr. Eberts was willing towas or would be the value of the in- Any other quartz mine?discovered. yeaT thTloreTTent pfac^lTrSO^more believe that the people of the country
vestments already made) Investments At this point the house rose for recess. would not look with favor upon his pol-by governments on behalf of the people 1 __ m the estimates. The attack of the hon k which hp would leave t0 the people
were generally slow of fruition, and as AFTER RECESS. gentleman was that the $2,290 should and that gentieman’s conscience. Touch-
the investments so far made by the gov- . . have been given all at once. The licens- ing on Mr. Cotton's remarks about local
ernment were but young, it was im- On the resumption of business in the mg of hotels at the townsite was another ,g0Ternment, Mr. Eberts showed that the 
possible to say or calculate their value, evening, Mr. Rithet said that in further matter. The honorable member for eatablishment of municipalities had been 
In passing over land valuable through sunoort of his position m regard to de- Richmond was a member of the commit- carried out bv the government. Not only 
its agricultural qualities, made available vclopment in the northern country he tee^ that had this clause before them, they have a municipal act, but the 
by the advent of a railroad one could not would say that if indications were to be and he was instrumental m having it ttyuse hacl passed an act for speedy in­
compute in dollars and cents the profit 1aken as a ^Ulde f?T the /alure what" kaocked out- The people of- the town- corporation, and yet Mr. Cotton would to this or that man but instinetiTlv one ever expenses, were incurred the revenue site were most anxious to Have two ho- likepit to go’out that he was the first man 
felt thankful to that body of men who directly accruing would be ample to pro- tels licensëd. .who spoke about local self-government,
have made it possible, through their in- vide No less a sum than over $77,000 Another matter was the protection of Referring to the statutes, Mr. Eberts 
vestment on behalf of the orovince Re- had been collected since the date of the the banks of the river at Revelstoke. 8aid that in spite of the criticisms of 
ferring to cheap money, Palthongh he j^ueof the miners licenses, and tak- There had been an attempt to throw the Mr. Williams, the work was a magnifi- 
could not advocate the accommodation tbe, da^l8 1U adr.1S<>n,^t0. tbls • e onus of that on the provincial govern- cent one. It was one of the best ever- 
of one class—farmers, artisans, miners, house should have no difficmIty ™ ment. This was dealt with by jthe hon. undertaken in Chnada. It was not ne-
or mechanics—either before the other, to the conclusion as to where the obliga- member for Comox, and he had handled cessnry for him to speak for the gen- 
yet, he was bound to say, that when the J“,n 8hh°-LldHnrmLh^ttPntFon ’'wnTheihe 'i W^1L vTl£ ^ker alwftys contended eral policy of the government The gov- 
ferming class, through its institutes de- tbat while so much attention was being that if the Dominion government assum- ernment had done everything they could< 
monstrated that as a body they were given to Yukon and the North the road , ed control of navigation they should to develop and open up the province, and 
able to manage affairs reasonably well, f1-0111 Penticton to the coast would not i likewise see to it that no depredation the results were such as they need not be* 
tbe government should, and he was cer- be neglected. He knew the government ; wa8 committed by the river upon its ashamed of. Perhaps the Klondike had 
tain would, go every length toward their were anxious to do everything they could ! banks. Every one should stand up for temporarily taken some attention frouii 
assistance that was within the,bounds m.thLs directKm and he for one would thi8 government in its fight for provin- us, but we had1 Klondikes of our own in 
of reason. And why not? The province ?ldy be glad to support them, lfre c,aj rights, and these protection works Koo4»na>v in; Cariboo, in Cassiar, and in 
had most completely, in times past, by boa* member from Nanaimo mid refer- were only made a joint proposition when Omi eca. As to the fisheries, we had1 
legal enactment carefully and success- ™ to a lmf °\ r^. a/ tü^K.lB1:and: it became evident that the people were Î)S <nie fisheries as were to be found in 
fully hedged about the lawyers and doc- P9 approved of this put on different about to lose their homes if some one tb world. Where was finer timber to* 
tors with a trades union until they are Hues from those on which the E. & N. not come to their rescue When the 1 ,• onnd tihiu In British Columbia? We
so secure that they smile at the drawn rtillway had been constructed^. It was cry for help was raised the Dominion k v that our coal industries were m-
dagger, and defied its point, and as agri- u°t the best thing that could he done to covemment did not come to the rescue 'ihttpf-ibte and tiia* from tne Crow &
cuRurists generally believe in rotation build along side of navigable water. It of the people, even though this govern- Ni-r Pass-the coal and coke would build
c-f crops, they have come to almost be- was in the interest of the railhnray as well ment had done everything to induce Up as fine a smelting industry as any 
lieve that it is their turn next. as the country that the line should run them. It would be found to be the now existing on the other side of tho*

Mr. Rithet had heard the finances of through a territory whieh eonld be de- „o!îey of tbe pregent provincial govern- tine (Applause.) 
the province discussed and it was impos- v‘il!’pad’ an(?, " ^ mëat to protect the people from the dam- Sir. VVilliams who fallowed, said that
stole to say more on that subject than msh the railway with business. He ages ot tbege banks ■ and save their it he might use the expression the govern^ 
had already been said. He was greatly =<-nl.d ima£TT0 Af‘ l'TA h0™68- even though the question of nro- ment keep too much up their sleeves in-
gratified to gather from the opposition having, large tracts of land along their Tincial rights intervened. The hon. stead of supplying Information. 1C* (he 
that here was less of bine rnin talked by lme dolnS anything to prevent settlement member for East Yale had referred to opposition had been informed, for m- 
them than for the last three years. They on the land. He thought they would take the expenses in this province and was stance, that the government liau rnaae 
seemed at last to realize "there is some- a much broader view of" the situation particularly hard on men who were do- an arrangement on tee I,eamy & Jxyie 
thing in the country worth developing, jthan to hold the land at a paltry sum per ing their duty—the civil servants. He question or in regard to tee X aecouver 
It had been a long task to convince them acre when by giving it away they were said that they xvere overpaid, and made drill shed, they would not have had to 
hut it was much better that thev should sure in a few years to get through the some comparisons with Manitoba. This ask for so many retains. lie ciaxmed 
be convinced late than never. The pro- , business which they would acquire; not was manifestly unfair, as evidenced in that the Finance Minister had not tee 
vince was in a very satisfactory con- only compensation but good interest. The particular by his reference to the land knowledge of the finances of the country 
dition to-day. What better proof of question of the poor farmer was one of registry offices. The provinces were he ought to have. He said it was very 
this could they have than the condition- great interest to him. The farmer’s life widely different in this respect. Msni- strange that the estimates were largely 
of the provincial credit in tbe monev and occupation entitled him to every con- toba being divided up in municipalities in excess ot previous years just on the 
markets of the world, a proof of that sidération from the people and govern- and townships, while a great portion of eve of a general election. The money 
they had confiden-e in the government ment of this country, but there were so this province was under control of the for roads was not spent to the best aq-. 
ot the province, otherwise the province’s manv things to be considered that he provincial government. He had noticed 
credit would be at a discount instead ot didn’t much wonder at tee government*» (hat the honorable member whom he

Hon. Mr. Pooley and Dr. Walkem 
Criticise .the Course of the 

Former Speaker.

Hr. Rithet Deals with Many Import­
ant Issues in Continuing the 

Budget Debate.

Friday, April 1.
The debate on the budget assumed a 

livelier aspect to-day than any pre­
vious day, the replies of tee President 
of the Council and Dr. Walkem to Mr. 
Higgins in the afternoon being decidedly 
emphatic and in the evening the Attor­
ney-General made an eloquent defence 
of the government.

The house was opened with prayer by 
Mr. O. E. Kendall.

THE BUDGET DEBATE.
Mr. Higgins continued the debate on 

the estimates, referring to the list of am­
ounts asked for their districts by the 
opposition and read on Wednesday by 
Hon. Col. Baker. So far as he was con­
cerned he had sent in his requisition for 
$27,000 in response to the circular sent 
to him from the department of Lands 
and Works. He questioned the propriety 
of the Provincial Secretary reading it.

Hon. Col. Baker pointed ont that he 
had not given out the details till he had 
been asked by the opposition. At tee 
same time he must deny that the docu­
ment was a private one.

Hon. Mr. Martin bore out what Col.
Baker said. Then- was no insult nor 
slur intended by Col. Baker in reading 
the list.

Mr. Higgins held that the documents 
sbould not hare come before tee house 
without an order. Turning to the rail­
way question Mr. Higgins took exception 
to the Kootenay and North West railway 
bill and said he was sure a bill would 
be brought down to aid it in either 
money or land. The government should 
follow the principle laid down by Mr,
Blair, Dominion minister of railways, 
and look into the bona tides of a com­
pany before granting such a charter.
There were men who had got charters 
from this house to build lines which 
would involve a million dollars and yet 
have not paid even the printers of their 
bills. As he said tee bona tides of char­
ter askers should be looked into before 
they were granted bills to build railways.

lion. Col. Baker—“And water works 
bills as well.”

Mr. Higgins agreed with this and teen 
quickly passed on to the estimates. He 
raid that the cost of administration was 
too large. As to education Mr. Higgins 
said common justice compelled him to 
say that Hon. Col. Baker had conducted 
teat department without a breath of 
scandal being attached. Mr. Higgins 
said that a form of prayer had been is­
sued by Hon. Col. Baker some years ago 
for use in the schools and that proved 
he was not at heart in favor of the se­
cular school system followed in this 
province.

Hon. Cel. Baker remarked that Mr.
Higgins was romancing. What Mr. Hig­
gins was probably alluding to was a let­
ter he (Col. Baker) had written to the 
papers some years ago suggesting that 
the school children should be taught teat 
portion from tee catechism relating to 
the duty toward one’s neighbor.

Mr. Higgins said Hon. Col. 
mimical to the very system he was ad­
ministering. i ; :

Hon. Col. Baker—‘T distinctly deny 
teat.”

Mr. Higgins claimed teat in an address 
Col. Baker made in Toronto in April,
1895, he said teat unsectarian religious 
training should not be entirely absent 
from education. Mr. Higgins closed by 
saying that though he differed from the 
government he had only the kindliest 
feelings for every member of the house.
If he was «to be considered an enemy of 
the government so was a man who fled 
from a burning house and advised others 
to flee an enemy of those people. There 
was no way of beating down this oligar­
chy, this railway syndicate teat was 
:grewing uj) around them than by vigor- 
. ons action.

The Premier in reference to Mr. Hig- 
; sins’ remarks of the previous day as to 
the supplementary estimates being ex­
pended before the money was voted said 
-that teat gentleman had fallen into a 
grievous error by not being very cog­
nizant of accounts. If Mr. Higgins had 
found anything wrong with the $600,000 
estimates in 1895-6 it was astonishing he 
had never noticed it while sitting in the 
speaker’s chair. Mr. Higgins was 
making a misssatement in taking the 
uupplementaries as money spent without 
the authority of the house. The reason 
of the supplementaries was teat the 
money voted in teem could be used this 
year, whereas tee main estimates could 
not be touched until the 30th of June 
next. He pointed out too that of the 
$134,700 for which a bill of indemnity 
was brought down in 1894 was an ex­
penditure in connection with the public 
debt on account of tee loan authorized 
tbe previous session, the authority being 
.given at the time the bill was passed to 
contract the expenses in connection with 
the loan, so really it was authorized 
■expenditure.

The leader of the opposition objected 
to the Premier being allowed to make 
his explanation, which he said was prac-
cally another budget speech. , ,

The Speaker ruled teat tee Premier no, no. He commended tee govern- 
was quite within his rights and had mentis expenditure on roads, streets and 
confined himself to the explanation ask- bridges for it was only by opening corn­
ed for by Mr. Higgins. munication teat tee province could pro-

Mr. Bryden in continuing the debate, gress. It was this policy that had made 
took up tee remarks of Mr. Higgins Kootenay a desirable field for investment 
about the government running into debt but was right that after tee province had 
and how teat gentleman had wrestled spent so much in opening up the dis­
and struggled with himself before leav- tricts that the Dominion or any member 
ing the government. Mr. Higgins had of this house should favor an American 
never had much sympathy with the gov- road coming in to take away the trade 
ernment but was always on tee fence, of that district? (No, no.) It was a great 
and had consoled himself for all his satisfaction to him to know that the 
wrestling by fancying himself in tee fi- member representing Nanaimo district 
nance minister’s chair. (Laughter.) Mr. at Ottawa had opposed tee entrance of 
Higgins had called tee Cassiar bill tee an American road. The opposition had 
last straw on his back, but Mr. Bry- tried a whole series of platforms. The 
■den considered it one of tee best bills platform in 1894 had a plank that the 
that ever passed tee house. Mr. Bry- duly qualification needed for a candidate 
den defended tee large expenditure on for the local house was that he should 
roads and trails throughout the proy- be a bona fide elector and he believed 
inee Sneaking of railways, he hoped the tben and was convinced now that ttiat 
government would give their attention was the only qualification the opposition 
■to getting a railway into the Cassiar possessed. (Laughter.) He taunted the 
•country from the coast. He believed opposition with haying made charges 
that it was the eastern business men against the government in connection 
who had killed tee Teslin lake railway, with tee Nakusp & Slocan and then 
because they wanted a road from Ed- wtien tee Royal Commission was ap- 
monton He advocated a road to the pointed at the instance of the govern- 
north end of the island to connect with ment to give tee opposition a chance to 
a road from tee coast to the interior and try and substantiate those charges, not a 
believed that would be a good invest- single oppositionist was able to come 
ment He was glad to see tee govern- forward to try and make good teose 
ment" encouraging dyking and irrigation, chargee. Speaking of himself Dr. Wal- 
To his mind he was debating whether kem said to reply to the opposition that 
the government should not turn their though he was an employee of the Duns- 
attention to the irrigation first as he muirs, he had never had any influence 
believed teat would give qnicked re- used on him by Mr. Dunsmuir as to how 
turnes for the monev spent. In answer- he Was to vote. He voted exactly how 
ing Mr Kellie’s remarks about the coal he pleased without referece to Mr. Duns- 

* barons he believed teat many of teose inuir or any one else. Turning next to 
who spoke would be very glad to be Mr. Higgins Dr. Walkem quoted from 
cool barons, but Mr. Kellie had said the Nelson Miner of June 19 last Ifi 
nothing about gold barons or silver bar- which was an interview with Mr. Hig- 
ons Turning to coal mines, he pointed gins who admitted teat he was no longer 
out" that the history ot coal mines in tee in sympathy with tee government and 
province showed there had not been intimated he would leave tee party at tee 
made the large fortunes teat were claim- end of tee present session, “Not before 

«ed -for many Of the coal mines opened the beginning of it,” added Dr. Walkem,

had already answered that statement, 
but Mr. Paoley did not wonder at Mr. 
Higgins describing himself as having os­
sified in the speaker’s chair if he did not 
know that tee supplementaries were al­
ways passed by the house before they 
were used. Even if he had ossified in 
the chair Mr. Higgins had sat in the 
house for three years before that as a 
member and evidently had failed to learn 
the simplest principles of the method of 
the legislature. That was tee reason 
Mr. Higgins gave for leaving the gov­
ernment .party. If that was the case he 
had been â very lukewarm friend for 
several years back, 
government, however, were not so fool­
ish as not to know when remarks had 
been made behind their backs and not 
to know when friends were true and 
when they were not—when a traitor was 
a traitor and a lukewarm friend was a 
lukewarm friend. Then Mr. Higgins 
had ^attacked the government on the rail- 

y policy. Well, that same railway 
policy had advanced tee country by 
leaps and bounds, so much so that by 
the judicious expenditure of the gov­
ernment the revenue of the province had 
expanded in four years 75 per cent. It 
was by that policy that the province had 
so expanded till it had become tee star 
of tee Dominion and the cynosure of all 
European wealth. Would that have 
been tee fact if a cheese paring policy 
had been followed? Not at all. To 
bring the . province forward as it had 
advanced it was necessary to borrow 
money to open up avenues of trade. The 
policy of the government had proved 
teat tee province was inhabited by men 
who have their wits about them. The 
revenue had expanded 75 per cent, in 
four years and yet Mr. Higgins talked 
about tee country being ruined. Mr. 
Higgins was done with the government 
and yet has had not gamed the respect 
of the opposition for it might be said 
of him as it was once said of a gentle­
man at Ottawa, “When I put my hat 
on my head I cover my party." (Laugh­
ter.) The opposition had uttered time­
worn sentences, one of which was that 
the government had no policy. A reply 
to teat, Mr. Pooley thought, was that 
the people of tee country had sustained 
the government for the past sixteen 
years for they knew that the govern­
ment were ready to advance shoulder to 
shoulder with the times. The people all 
knew it from beginning to end and the 
opposition would find the government 
would have a very fair share of support 
at the elections. He never had any fear 
•f the result He was not going back 
on his principles to get votes. His con­
stituents had sent him there as their 
servant and he would act as that and to 
the best interests of tee province. The 
opposition had a lot of good debaters 
and made their points sometime* on 
matters that were not on a basis of 
fact. They knew their speeches would 
not stand criticism, as did Mr. Cotton 
in trying to make out that the estimate 
for attendance oil tee house was $14.000 
when as a fact he mixed up the Pro­
vincial Secretary’s department with that. 
Yet when his mistake was shown Mr. 
Cotton had refused to acknowledge he 
was wrong. The Cassiar railway bill 
Mr. Pooleÿ maintained was tee best bill 
for the interests of British Columbia 
ever passed the house and its provisions 
were in favor of the prospector instead 
of against him as anyone could see who 
read the provisions of the act. The 
disclosures Mr. Hunter made yesterday 
of the plot against him were very am­
using* and showed how active the oppo­
sition were in trying to find something 
against the government. The present 
position of the province was something 
that he people would appreciate the ef­
forts the government had made and 
would, he felt sure, return the govern­
ment once more to office. (Applause.)

Dr. Walkem, speaking next, remarked 
that while four years ago there were 
many people who did not consider teat 
Ihe new parliament buildings were need- 
id, yet the country had made such pro­
gress since then that tee people admit­
ted the wisdom that had resulted irf the 
erection of these fine buildings.

Mr. Sword—“No, no.”
Dr. Walkem replied that if the gentle­

man who had objected had seen the 
buildings erected on the outskirts of his 

district he would not now be saying
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