. “that that

4

Tt T 2 A e Ly

THE VICTORIA SEM-WEEKLY COLONIST MONDAY APRIL 41848. 3

pa—

LRGISLATIVE ASSEMELY

Hon. Mr. Pooley and Dr. Walkem
Criticise the Course of the
Former Speaker.

Mr. 'Bithet Deals with Many Import-
ant Issues in Continuing the
Budget Debate.

. Friday, April 1.

The ‘debate on the budget assumed a
Tivelier aspect to-day than any pre-
vious day, the replies of the President
of the Council and Dr. Walkem to Mr.
Iiggins in the afternoon being decidedly
emphatic and in the evening the Attor-
ney-General made an eloquent defence
of the government.

The house was opened with prayer by
Ar. O. E. Kendall.

THE BUDGET DEBATE.

Mr. Higgins continued the debate on
the estimates, referring to the list of am-
-ounts asked for their distriets by the
opposition and read on Wednesday by
Iion. Col. Baker. So far as he was con-

-cerned he had sent in his requisition for
£27,000 in response to the circular sent
to him from the department of Lands
and Works. He questioned the propriety
of the Provincial Secrétary reading it.

Hon. Col. Baker pointed out that he
had not given eut the details till he had
been asked by the opposition. At the
same time he must deny that the docu-
ment was a private one.

Hon. Mr. Martin bore out what Col.
Baker said. There was no imsult nor
slur intended by Col. Baker in reading
the list.

Mr. Higgins held that the documents
should not have come before the house
without an order.. Turning to the rail-
way question Mr. Higgins took exception
15 the Kootenay and North West railway
bill and said he was sure a bill would
Le brought down to aid it in either
anoney or land. .The government should
follow the principle laid down by Mr.
Blair, Dominion minister of rgilways,
and look into the bona fides of a com-
pany before granting such a charter.
Where were men who had got charters
from this house to build lines which
would invalve a million dollars and yet
have not paid even the printers of their
bills. As he said the bona fides of char-
ter askers should be looked into before
they were granted bills to build railways.

Hon. Col. Baker—“And water works
bills as well.”

Mr. Higgins agreed with this and then
quickly passed on to the estimates. He
said that the cost of administration was
too large. As to education Mf. Higgins
said common justice compelled him to
say that Hon. Col.: Baker had conducted
that department without a breath of
scandal being attached. Mr. Higgins
said that a form of prayer had been is-
sued by Hon. Col. Baker some years ago
for use in the schools and that proved
he was not at heart in favor of the se-
cular school system followed in this
province.,

Hon. Cel. Baker remarked that Mr.
Higgins was romancing. What Mr. Hig-
gins was probably alluding to was a let-
ter he (Col. Baker) had written to the
papers some years ago suggesting that
the school children should be taught that
portion from the catechism relating to
the duty toward one’s neighbor.

Mr. Higgins said Hon. Col. Baker was
inimical to the very system he was ad-
finistering. « /@ For ) i
&Hto'l"‘ Col. Baker—*“I distinctly deny

at.

Mr. Higgins claimed that in an address
Col. Baker made in Toronto in April,
1895, he said that unsectarian religious
training should not be entirely absent
from education. Mr. Higgins closed by
saying that though he differed from the
zovernment he had only the kindliest
feelings for every member of the house.
1f he was«to be considered an enemy of
the government so was a man who fled
from a burning house and advised others
to flee an enemy of those people. There
was no way of beating down this oligar-

" ehy, this railway syndicate that was

-grewing -up around them than by vigor-
-ous action.

The Premier in reference to Mr. Hig-
::gins’ remarks of the previous day as to
- the supplementary estimates being ex-
pended before the money was voted said
3 ntleman had fallen into a
grievous. error by not being very cog-
nizant of accounts. If Mr. nggms had
found anything wrong with the $600,000
‘estimates in 1 it was astonishing he
had never noticed it while sitting in the
speaker’s chair. Mr. Higgins was
making a misssatement in taking the
supplementaries as money spent without
the authority of the house. The reason
of the supplementaries was that the
money voted in them ceuld be used this
year, whereas the main estimates could
not be touched until the 30th of June
next. He pointed out too that of the
£134,700 for which a bill of indemnity
was brought down in 1894 was an ex-
penditure in connection with the public
debt on account of the loan authorized
the previous session, the authority being
given at the time the bill was passed to
contract the expenses in connection vyxth
the loan, so really it was authorized
expenditure. ot

The leader of the opposition objected
to the Premier being allowed to make
his explanation, which he said was prac-
«cally another budget speech. J

The Speaker ruled that the Premier
was quite within his rights and had
«confined hiﬁselﬁi to the explanation ask-
-ed for b; r. Higgins. .

Mr., Bgyden in continuing the debate,
took up the remarks of Mr. Higgins
about the government running into debt
and how that gentleman had wrestled
and struggled with himself before leav-
ing the government. Mr. Higgins had
never had much sympathy with the gov-
ernment but was always on the fence,
and had consoled himself for all his
wwrestling by fancying himself in the fi-
nance minister’s ehajr. (Laughter,) Mr.
Higgins had called the Cassiar bill the
last straw on his back, but Mr. Bry-
.den considered it one of the best bills
that ever passed the house. Mr. Bry-
den defended the large expenditure on
roads and trailé- throughout the prov-
ince. Speaking of railways, he hoped the
government would give their attention
to getting a railway into the Cassiar
.country from the‘ coast. He believed
‘that it was the eastern business men
who had killed the Teslin lake railway,
because they wanted a road from Ed-
monton. e advocated a road to the
north end of the island to connect with
a road from the coast to the interior and
believed that would be a good invest-

ment. He was glad to see the govern-
ment encouraging dyking and irrigation.
“To his mind he was debating whether
the government should net turn their
attention to the irrigation first as he
believed that would give quicked re-
turnes for the money spent. In answer-
ing Mr Kellie's remarks about the coal
“harons, he believed that many of those
-who spoke would be very.glad to be
coal barons, but Mr. Kellie had said
nothing about gold barons or silver bar-
.ons. Turning to coal mines; he pointed
out that the history of coal mines in the
-province showed . there had not. been
made the large fortunes that were claim-
«ed,.for many of the coal mines opened

up at large expense had failed. Speak-
ing of the tax on mine laborers he ex-
pressed himself in favor of doing away
with it, as no man ought to be taxed for
the right to labor. Replying to oppesi-
tion remarks, ‘Mr. Bryden denied that
the government had any intention of try-
ing to bribe the electors by large ap-
propriations this year. He spoke of the
mining interests of Texada Island and
would liked to have seen larger appropri-
ations for that part of the province. He
commended the government for encour-
aging agriculture. He had formerly
been a great advocate of cheap money,
but when he found that there was $10,-

,000 of mortgages on the farms he
could not see how the government could
advance enough money to take up all
those mortgages. As to the Yukon rail-
way, though he was not sorry altogether
that he bill at Ottawa had failed, but
he hoped to see now a better one take
its place. He referred before closing to
the mining tax and said that he did not
believe in its removal, for at present it
gave the only means possible of taxing
a class of aliens who would otherwise

Hon. Mr. Pooley, the next speaker,
devoted a good deal of his attention to
Mr. Higgins. He would far rather, he
said, see an open enemy than an
insincere friend. They had heard Mr.
Higgins give an almost tearful account
of his emotional struggles to tear him-
self from the government and the mem-
bers with whom he had had such plea-
sane relations. Mr. Higgins had said
that in 1895 $600,000 of supplementary
estimates had been spent before the
house had sanctioned it. The Premier
had already answered that statement,
but Mr. Paoley did not wonder at Mr.
Higgins deseribing himself as having os-
sified in the speaker’s chair if he did not
know that the supplementaries were al-
ways passed by the house before they
were used. Even if he had ossified in
the chair Mr. Higgins had sat in the
house for three years before that as a
member and evidently had failed to learn
the simplest principles of the method of
the legislature. hat was the reason
Mr. Higgins gave for leaving the gov-
ernment party. If that was the case he
had been a very lukewarm friend for
several years back. Members of the
government, however, were not so fool-
ish as not to know  when remarks had
been made. behind their backs and not
to know when friends were true and
when they were not—when a traitor was
a traitor and a lukewarm friend was a
lukewarm friend. Then Mr. Higgins
had attacked the government on the rail-
way policy. Well, that same railway
policy had advanced the country by
leaps and bounds, so much so that by
the judicious expenditure of the gov-
ernment the revenue of the province had
expanded in four years 75 per cent. It
was by that policy that the province had
so expanded till it had become the star
of the Dominion and the cynosure of all
European wealth. ‘Would that have
been the fact if a cheese paring policy
had been followed? Not at all. To
bring the province forward as it had
advanced it was necessary to borrow
money to open up avenues of trade. The
policy of the government had proved
that the province was inhabited by men
who have ‘their wits about them. The
revenue had expanded 75 per cent. in
four years and yet Mr. Higgins talked
about the country being ruined. Mr.
Higgins was done ‘with the government
and yet has had not gained the respect
of the opposition for it might be said
of him as it was once said of a gentle-
man at Ottawa, “When I put my hat
on my head I cover my party.” (Laugh-
ter.) The opposition had uttered time-
worn sentences, one of which was that
the government had no policy. A reply
to that, Mr. Pooley thought, was that
the people of the country had sustained
the government for the past sixteen
years for they knew that the govern-
ment were ready to advance shoulder to
shoulder with the times. The people all
knew it from beginning to end: and :the
opposition would find the government
would have a very fair share of support
at the elections. He never had any fear
of the result. He was not going back
on his principles to get votes. His con-
stituents had sent him there as their
servant and he would act as that and to
the best interests of the province. The
opposition had a lot of good debaters
and made their points sometimed on
matters that were not on a basis of
fact. They knew their speeches would
not stand criticism, as did Mr. Cotton
in trying to make out that the estimate
for attendance on the house was $14.
when as a fact he mixed up the Pro-
vincial Secretary’s department with that.
Yet when his mistake was shown Mr.
Cotton had refused to acknowledge he
was wrong. The Cassiar railway bill
Mr. Pooley maintained was the best bill
for. the interests of British Columbia
lever passed the house and its provisions
were in favor of the prospector instead
of against him as anyone could see who
read the provisions of the act. The
disclosures Mr. Hunter made yesterday
of the plot against him were very am-
using” and showed how active the oppo-
sition were in trying to find something
against the government. The present
position of the province was something
that he people would appreciate the ef-
forts the government had made and
would, he felt sure, return the govern-
ment once more to office. (Applause.)

Dr. Walkem, speaking next, remarked
that while four years ago there. were
many people who did not consider that
the new parliament buildings were need-
«d, yet tge country had made such pro-
;ress since then that the people admit-
ted the wisdom that had resulted idf the
erection of these -fine buildings.

Mr. Sword—*No, no.” . :
Dr. Walkem replied that if the gentle-
man who had objected had seen the
buildings erected on the outskirts of his
own district he would not now be saying
no, no. He commended the’ govern-
ment’s expenditure on roads, streets and
kridges for it was only by opening com-
munication that the province could pro-
gress. It was this policy that had made
Koctenay a desirable field for investment
but was right that after the province had
spent so much in opening up the dis-
tricts that the Dominion or any member
of this house should favor an American
rcad coming in to take away the trade
of that district? (No, no.) It was a great
satisfaction to him to know that the
member representing Nanaimo district
at Ottawa had opposed the entrance of
an American road. The opposition had
tried a whole series of platforms. The
platform in 1894 had a plank that the
ouly qualification needed for a candidate
for the local house was that he should
be a bona fide elector and he believed
then and was convinced now that that
was the only qualification the opposition
possessed. (Laughter.) He taunted the
opposition with having made charges
against the government in connection
with the Nakusp & Slocan and then
when the Royal Commission was ap-
pointed at the instance of the govern-
ment to give the opposition a chance to
try and substantiate those charges, not a
single oppositionist was able to come
forward to try and make good those
charges. Speaking of himself Dr. Wal-
kem said in reply to the opposition that
though he was an employee of the Duns-
muirs, he had never had any influence
used on him by Mr. Dunsmuir as to how
he Was to vote. He voted exactly how
he pleased without referece to' Mr. Duns-
muir or any one else, Turning next to
Mr. Higgins Dr. Walkem quoted from
the. Nelson Miner of June 19 last:in
which was an interview with Mr, Hig-
gins who admitted that he was no longer
in -sympathy with the government a d
intimated he would leave the party at the
end of the present session, ‘““Not before
the beginning of it,” added Dr. Walkem,

who denounced Mr. Higgins' action a¥
treachery. Keading comments by pro-
vineial papers on this interview, Dr. Wal-
kem said it was the first time that a
Speaker of any province of the Domin-
ion, because he feared that the govern-
ment was going to be defeated should
while he was Speaker change his poli-
tics. Dr. Walkem, while a personal
friend of Mr. Higgins, had no dealings
with him politically, for Mr. Higgins was
“too foxy.” _(Roars of laughter.) You
never could fell him what you thought,
biecause he never told what he thought.
(More laughter.)) When Mr. Higgins
entered the house he looked for a posi-
tion in the cabinet, but for some reason
or other they would not take him in and
he was made Speaker as a sop. When
Mr. Davie went out, Mr. Higgins
thought he ought to be in the cabinet—
that's where the shoe pinched, and from
that day every one in this house knew
he was opposed to the government.
“Why talk about duty to_his constitu-
ency; it was duty to D. W. Higgins.”
(Laughter.) Mr. Higgins had hung on to
the Speakership as long as he could, but
had resigned in the middle of the session
so that he could divest himself of his
old clothing and be able to go before his
constituens in a new livery. It was Mr.
Higgins' duty, as soon as ever he was
out of sympathy with the government to
have resigned the Speakership. Instead,
he held on for half a session and now
his sympathy was with the opposition.
(Opposition laughter.) Dr. Walkem knew
ihe opposition sympathy was not with
Mr. Higgins. He had been among them
himself. (Laughter.) He had never
gone to their caucus and never would
because it was a one man rule (pouting
of Mr. Sword) whenever a resolution was
drawn up by one man it had to go. (Re-
newed laughter.) Mr. Higgins wanted
to join the opposition because he thought
that he could rule the roost and become
premier. (Roars of laughter.) Dr. Wal-
kem went back to say that the opposition
platform was drawn up by the Liberals.
If it had not been for the loyalty of a
few members of the opposition to Mr.
Semlin, the opposition would have ad-
opted party Liberal politics. As it was
the epposition allowed the Liberals to
draw_up their platform for them. It
was drawn up by the Liberals and swal-
lowed by the opposition and had it on
the anthority of the News-Advertiser. A«
for Mr. Cotton, the Liberals had no use
for him and the Conservatives had no
use for him, but he hoped between the
two to crawl into pewer. If the epposi-
tion were elected to-morrow they would
hav]e to submit their cabimet to the Lib-
erals. G

Mr. Speaker drew Dr. Walkem’s atten-
tion to the fact that he must net in-
dulge in personalities.

Dr. Walkem did nov want to be inter-
rupted. He considered he was within
his rights.

Mr. Speaker repeated that he could not
allow personalities.

Dr. Walkem continuing, said that
when the elections came conservative
members of the opposition would have
no chance, for the Liberals in that party
would dispose of them: with scant grace.
Dr. Walkem said that the opposition
were trying to favor wueir fortunes on
the island by their:old cry, anti-Duns-
murism and anti-Chineseism. He pointed
out that the Vancouver Coal Co,, whose
head man was one of the leading sump-
porters of the opposition, employed hun-
dreds 'of Chinese on their lands. For
himself -he had always done what he
could for the workingmen of his district.
He did not know what the results in
the various districts of the province

would be at next election, but he did.

know that very few of the members now
rcepresenting districts on the lower Fra-
ser would see the inside of the house
again. . =

Mr. Huff, who theugh suffering from
a cold, made a very good speech and said
that he was pround to think that his owr
idea of the position the province held at
present did not call upon him . for' an
apology, either for deserting the. party

he was elected to support or disappoint- |

ment at the condition of affairs for;which
the leaders of the government party were
responsible. On the contrary, when he
knew that the sentiment of his-consti-
tuents, at the last general election, was
faith in the government, and that for the
purpose of exemplifying that faith he
was, by them, honored by election to this
house, he could hut feel that he had dis-
charged that trust to the best of his:
alility, and were the unmg to do over
again (although it is impossible for any
government to have done so well as to
escape censure) he felt that both his con-
stituents and himself could not better
further the interests of the provinee than
by supporting that party which, for the
past number of years, bad been .so suc-
cessful in lifting the country from the
slough of despond to its present pesition
of prosperity, and most excellent credit:
Honorable gentlemen in discussing the
question before the house had been too
prone to discuss every dellar which had
been spent, as if they were attempting to
manage an enterprise which was to give
an immediate financial return for the in-
vestment, and that the future should not
only be allowed, but compelled to. take
care of itself. Such views were not broad
ncer magnanimous, were not worthy men
who were attempting to found an em-
pire, particularly when the founding of
that empire depended upon the judicious
use of money, and when the government
leaders have placed the province in such
a position that it could secure all the
monev required at a low rate of imter-
est. Could any of them calculate what
was or would be the value of the in-
vestments already made? Investments
by governments on behalf of the people
were generally slow of fruition, and as
the investments so far made by the gov-
ernment were but young, it was im-
possible to say-or calculate their value.
In passing over land valuable through
its agricultural qualities, made available
by the advent of a railroad one could not
compute in dollars and cents the profit
to this or that man, but instinctively one
felt thankful to that body of men who
have made it possible, through their in-
vestment on behalf of the provinee. Re-
ferring to cheap money, although he
could not advocate the accommedation
of one class—farmers, artisans, miners,
or mechanics—either before the other,
yet, he was bound to say, that when the
forming class, through its institutes de-
monstrated that as a body they were
able to manage affairs reasonably well,
the government should, and he was cer-
tain would, go every length toward their
assistance that was within the bounds
of reason. And why not? The province
had most completely, in times past, by
legal enactment carefully and success-
fully hedged about the lawyers and doc-
tcrs with a trades union until they are
g0 secure that they smile at the drawn
dagger, and defied its point, and as agri-
culturists generally believe in rotation
«f crops, they have come to almost be-
lieve that it is their turn next.

Mr. Rithet had heard the finances of
the province discussed and it was impos-
s:ble to say more on that subject than
had already been said. He was greatly
gratified to gather from the opposition
that here was less of blue ruin talked by
them than for the last three years. They
seemed at last to realize ‘there is some-
thing in the country worth developing.
It had been a long task to convinee them
but it was much better that they should
be convinced late than never. The pro-
vince was in a very satisfactory con-
dition to-day. ‘What better proof of
this could they have than the condition
of the provineial credit in the money
markets of the world, a proof of that
they had confidence in the government
of the provinee, otherwise. the province’s
credit would be at a discount instead of

& premiunt as it was to-day. The ex-
penditure eseeeded the revenue, but in
sidering that they had te look at
the advantages which this over-expendi-
ture was to the eountry. The esmditions
of the province were peculiar sad ren-
dered it absolately necessary for a
larger expenditure than if it were of
smaller area. The government must be
expensive at first in epening up the re-
sources of this large territory. He had
heard the opposition esmpare the eon-
ditions here with those in the other pro-
vinces. Those gentlemnen, however,
overlooked the fact that the other pro-
vinces are older and mzere developed.
The development of Ontarie and Que-
bec was under entirely different circum-
stances to those in British €ofumbia to-
day. Those provinces in their youth
had control of their own tariff and the
conditions were quite differemt. The
area of Quebec and Ontario taken to-
gether was only one-eighth' more than
British Columbia, something that mem-
bers perhaps had not thought about. It
must, too, be remembered that at con-
federation Canada took over thie debt of
$73,000,000 which Ontario and Quebec
had spent in developing their resources
and that was the reason those provinces
were out of debt to-day. Before Brit-
ish Columbia reached a similar point the
sum of -$60,000,000 would have' to be
expended here to institute a proper com-
arison. Yet to-day British Columbia
had only the small debt of six millicns.
In a country such as British Columbi
when money could be got at the low rate
it could to-day, any man who objects to
borrowing money can have little confi-
dence in the province. (Hear, hear.) If
he was running the country he would
have no hesitation in borrowing money
to open up the province wherever it re-
quired it. There was another way this
subject  could be dealt with. He be-
lieved that the Dominion government
should spend more money in the prov-
ince than they had. They appeared to
think in the east that it is not necessary
to spend money in British Columbia un-
less under the severe pressure of public
cpinion and then in a begrudging way
and in such small sums as to be of little
good. They though that a railway to
connect the east with the west is all
right but they did not want to expend
money to open up the west. When the
general elections were on he hoped that
would be one of the questions agitated.
Referring to the mortgage tax, he hoped
the opposition would have said more
about it than they did.

Mr. Semlin explained that it had al-
ready been discussed in the house and
was open to further discussion.

Mr. Rithet, however, by permission of
the house, referred to it. It was a tax
he said that was not right; it was double
taxation and ought to be provided for in
some other way. Mr. Rithet was glad
that Mr. Vedder was the only man in
the house who talked rank sectionalism.
Mr. Rithet said he was ashamed of. him.
The effect of that gentleman’s remarks
was that the day would come when
the mainland would kill the island. Re-
plying to Mr. Semlin, Mr. Rithet said
that when times were good high taxation
was easier to bear than low taxation in
bad times. Mr. Semlin had said the
government had aided  corporations.
Well, Mr. Rithet wouid like to know
how could the country be sent forward
without capital. - He denied that the
gevernment encouraged Oriental immi-
gration. He would like to see a heavier
tax put on to keep them out, but when
they were once here, they had a right
to make a living. The Leader of the
Opposition had spoken of sectional pre-
judice. This government never encour-
aged sectional  prejudice. He denied
there was any sectional prejudice in this
part of the country and he hoped never
to hear of it again. The British Pacific
wus not a dead issue and he hoped yet
to live to see it built. It was the most
comprehensive scheme for the develop-
ment of the country and as long as he
was in the politics of the country he
would stick by the British Pacific. The
opposition had said that the large ap-
propriations this year were in face of the
coming elections. What other construc-
tien could be put on this than that the
electors of this country could be bought.
' He denied strongly that the electors
c¢ould be purehased or that the appro-
riations had been made to catch votes.
Mr. Rithet hoped whatever thing the
government took up they would not lose
sight of the fact that we must have rail-
way connectiom with the Yukon mines
from a deep water point on the coast of
British Columbia. If necessity existed
before for the" eomstruction of the road
the same necessity exists now even when
the senate had thrown out the bill. He
would like to see the Dominion take the
matter up and arrange to build the road
on a cash bonus and they might use the
material already on the ground. If the
country would adopt some system of this
kind he believed it would be better than
the previous contract. Speedy action
should be taken or other influences would
secure the road from .Hdmonton instead.
It was imperative therefore to get the
road from the eoast started this year
amd if our government would take the
matter up he would support them no
matter what were the responsibilities
they would assume. They could borrow
money at three per cent., and if it cost
$3,000,000 te build the road, what was
$90,000 a year compared with the ad-
vantages gained. He believed that that
eountry was going to continue as a
placer country for twenty years and as a
quartz country for he could not say_how
long. As the placers had been richer
than hitherto found so he believed the
quartz mines would prove richer than
any other quartz mines discovered.

At this point the house rose for recess.

AFTER RECESS.

On the resumption of business in the
evening, Mr. Rithet said that in further
sunnort of his position in regard to de-
velopment in the northerm country he
would say that if indications were to be
taken as a guide for the future what-
ever expenses were incurred the revenue
directly accruing would be ample to pro-
vide. No less a sum than over $77,000
kad been collected since the date of the
issue of the miners’ licenses, and’' tak--
ing the duties in addition to_ this the
house should have no difficnlty in coming
to the conclusion as to where the obliga-
tion should rest. He hoped, however;
that while so much attention was being
given to Yukon and the North the road
from Penticton to the coast would not
be neglected. He knew the government
were anxious to do everything they could
in this direction and he for one would
only be too glad to support them. The
hon. member from Nanaimo had refer-
red to a line of railway 5n the island.
He approved of this but on different
lines from those on which the E. & N.
ruilway had been constructed. It was
not the best thing that could be dome to
build along side of navigable water. It
was in the interest of the railway as well
as the country that the line should run
through a territory whieh eould be de-
veloped, and which’ would in time fur-
nish the railway with business. He
could not imagine railway companies
having large traets of lapd along their
line doing anything to prevent settlement

ron the land. He thought they would take
{a much broader view of the situation
ithan to hold the land at a paltry sum per
acre when by giving it away they were
sure in a few years.to get through the
~business which they would acquire, not
yonly compensation but good interest. The
“qnestion of the poor farmer was one of
great interest to him. The farmer’s life
and-occupation entitled him to every cen-
sideration from the people and govern-
went of this country, but there were so
manyv things to be considered that he
didn’t much wonder at the government’s

difficulty in deelingy with the question.
There were ma\y .ections of the prov-
ince that without itiigation were no use
for agricultural p7poses. Mr. Rithet
next took up the nwstter of beet raising
sad deseribed the comditions required for
their growth. He bslieved that beets
cowdd be grown to advaatage in the inter-
ior of the province and if any member
of the house or anyone else would un-
dertake to send to him amy specimens of
beets grown in the provimce he would
gladly _go to the trouble of having an
an>lysis made by a chensist under his
control and mfake a report. He wonld
furthermore in the interest of the pro-
d'iction eof this vegetable pay all the ex-
i penses il conneetion with the tests. He
| wanted ts inform his friend from East
\Yale that he was sorry to lsar that
iwheat had to be imported from the
‘Northwest to supply his (Mr. Rithet's)
two mills ap in that country. If the
peeple were going to make their con-
tentions about their district good they
would have to get up and do something.
He believed they were all right in many
ways, the only trouble with them being
that' they were not'sb industrious as they
mighit be. X

The member for East Yale here retort-
ed that Mr. Rithet was sore because the
people had put up another mill in oppo-
sition to his.

Mr. Rithet continued that he of course
did not Iik® to see too many mills there,
but he liked still less to see it necessary
tc import wheat to keep them running.
He did not believe that the members of
the house had a proper appreciation of
the farming interests. His friend from
West Kootenay had talked at some
length about the mining interests, but
they couldn’t eat quartz for breakfast.
He conchirded with an appeal to the mem-
bers to support measures in the interests
of farmers. He favored the loaning of
money at lower interest to farmers.
Once a good farm was improved - there
was no better asset in the country.

Hon. Mr. Eberts and Mr. Williams fol-
lowed Mr. Rithet, and the report of their
addresses, crowded out of tHis isswe. will
appear to-morrow. Mr. Helmcken mov- |
ed the adjournment of the debate and the
house rose shortly after midnight.

Hon. Mr: Eberts; attorney-general,
next took up the debate. He refrained
from going into figures or the budget,
believing that™ they had already been
gone into fully by members whe had
made the necessary deep. study of the
subject. He would confinechimself prin-
cipally to same of the attacks made up-
on the government by memdiers on the
other side of the house. At the outset
be would congratulate the previous
speaker on his able address, .particularly
on his remarks-dealing with the govern-
ment of the province on economical lines.
Che opposition- had quoted other pro-
vinces in_comparison to British: Colum-
bia, but in their quotations-they failed
to take into comsideration the. great dif- |
ferences that exist. A great amouat
more was necessary to develop: the pe-
sources of a country which was all: Rills:
and valleys than a flat countny..
must have been a great gratification to |
the honorable. premier that' the attacks |
of the opposition had all falles: short of |
the mark. He: felt bound to cail atten-
tion to the remarks of the hom: member
for Dewdney. This gentlemun: had
made the same speech as annually came |
from him, and could not.get through it |
without showing a factional!animosity, |
and that factional animosity was taken |
up by ether members on thecsame sidef
of the house. He had hoped that all|
such stuff as this had been .dropped,. But |/
it seemed that it was not yet so. It
should be buried and buried  for goodi
The hon. member for Richmond had|
made his attacks on the government in
four or five different ways and they were
remarkable for their weakness. They |
could ail be summed up in nothing. Fe
had accused the-government of legisint-

i

had- referred to the water clanses: act
and said that some farmers were being
ruined on account of the fees. THat act
was the first of its kind in the Dominisn
and’ when the government firsét took: up
the question they found many difficulties
in the way of pleasing everyone whom it
was intended to benefit. ~“There were
ng]_:ts for municipalities, rights for irri-
gation and miners’ rights, and'acts: deal-
ing with all these had to be conseolidat-
ed. It was in consideration: of every-
thing a very fair act indeed. The ex-
ecutive who drew up the rules-and regu-
lations were not expert engineers; yet
they accomplished their work in such a
successful manner that there- had not
yvet been one word of complaintt It was
contended that in cases-it‘was-unjust to

horse power, and this might be quite
true, but then there would be’ no diffi-
culty in remedying-this-and’the govern-
ment would be found very willing where
it was shown that'any one was being
charged too much to make a change.
So far as the government was concerned
they would not permit:one hansii rule or
regulation to remain if it were pointed
out. He defended the‘chief commission-
er of lands and works against-tlie accus-
ation that he had veered from the per-
formance of his duty. One Honorable
gentleman had based a violemt attack
on a very small matter—a schoelhouse at
Steveston. This only showed to what
lengths he would' go in order te find
something to complainh about: There
was a necessity at Steveston for a
schoolhouse and the government had
spent $700 in that'direction. The educa-
tional requirements increased, and this
year the government placed $1,500 more
in the estimates, THe attack of the hon.
gentleman was 'that the $2;200 should
have been given all at once.” The licens-
ing of hotels at the-townsite was anether
matter. The honorable member for
Richimond was a mrember of tlie commit-
tee: that had this clause before them,
and he was instrumental in having it
knocked out. The people of the town-
site were’ gaost anxious to Nave two ho-
tels licenseéd. :

Another matter was the protection of
ithe banks of the river at Revelstoke.
There had been an attempt to throw the
onus of that on the provincial govern-
ment. This was dealt with by the hon.
member for Comox, and he had handled
it well. The speaker always contended
that if the Dominion government assum-
ied control of navigation they should
| likewise see to it that no depredation
was commritted by the river upon its
banks. Every one should stand up for
this government in its fight for provin-
cial rights, and these protection works
were only made a joint proposition when

of the people, even theugh this govern-
ment had done everything to induce
tkem. It

ment to protect the people from the dam-

vincial rights intervened. The hon.
member for East Yale had referred to
the expenses in this province and was

said that they were overnaid. and made

was manifestly unfair, as evidenced in
particular by his reference to the land
registry offices. - The provinces were
widely . different in this respect, Mani-
toba being divided up in municipalities
and townships, while a great portion of
this province was under control of the

poliey of the present provincial govern- [line.

some comparisons with Manitoba. This ask for so many returns.

o—

had wnder discussion had been particu-
lurty silcat on the questiont of the road
from Penticton to Boundary Creek. The
honorable gentleman, he believed, would
be overjoyed if this road were in opera-
tion to~day, but yet he was »0 bitter
ulol!g party lines that he would vote
against it because it was a government
measure. He would have his constitu-
ents to faee on this question, and they
would bring him to account. The hon.
leader of tlee opposition had, as was his
custom, every year got off his blue ruin
speech., He &ad talked abeut the great
| timber, mining, and fishing industries of
the country ia the same breath as he
tried to make people believe that it was
going to ruin. He had talked about the
provincial debt of $5,750,000 it his blue
ruin speech, but if he would just take a
loek at the cities of Victorin ard Van-
coaver he would see a deb® of $4,000,000
and there was no ery of blwe ruin there.
The hon. member had said that the ap-
propuintions for Ifast Yale® were more
than for West Yusde, his constituency,
becaixe the government had a hope of
regaiming: East Yalle This meant that
the hon. gentleman eonsidered that his
constituency was safe to hin in any
event, but he had better not count liis
chickens Before they were hatcfed. The
government had no ovjaet in making tlie
appropriatien which it did for East' Yale
than to previde for newressary develop-
ments and improvements The speaker
believed that there were great resourcess
in West Yale. and assured the repre-
sentative of that constituency that ass
soon as thewr were mad prominenit a
generous appropriation could be expect:-
ed from the government, no matter what
hopes there were of gaining the constita--
ency. All this claptrap aboat legislating
for the rich man as against the poor-
man had been gone into by the hon. gen-
tfleman. He wished, however, to chal-
lenge any member on the opposite side:
of the house to prove himself a better
friend to the poor than was he (Mr.
Eberts). The speaker said that if the-
members of the government cared to:
take the liberty of going into personal
matters some things would be found out
about this boasted friendship for the
poor man. The second member for-
Vancouver had been particularly insult-
ing and when he referred to the com-
mittee ' whitewashing the Chief Com-
nrissioner of lands and works he must-
have known that his words were not in
keeping with the truth. The third mem-
ber for the same city had a wily style..
He had said: “I will not say that the
government has acted in a contemptible
and cowardly manner but I will say that
they have done things which are not
what they ought to be.” Mr. Eberts
would not soil his fingers by hurling back

.

insinuation as cowardly that some re-
turns were advisedly not brought down.
He explained the large amount of work
which had to be done in the different
departments at the present time and said
that the bon member who had made
the insinuation ought to see through this
and ought to take back the insinuation.
During the time he occupied his -office

Tt | Mr. Eberts says he had always béen

actuated by honesty of purposeand he
only hoped that Mr. Cotton would show
equal honesty in his own position. Mr.
Cetton had charged him with incom-
petency in reference to the Leamy &
Kyle matter. He pointed out, however.
that he had. not been attorney-general
when Leamy & Kyle failed. Afterwards
it was found that there was a sum due
to some of the working men, and the
government were asked to try -and get
the men their money. An agreement
was arrived at by the government and
the assignee. that a compromise be
made. An amount of lumber was sold to -
Cassady & Co., who gave a note for it,
but wnfortunately they also failed: The
crown received $2,500 on the comprom-
ise, and it was intended to put in the -
supplementary estimates an amount of
money. to pay the men their just due,
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i ich i 9 ; lo;dethat‘;had‘been. e_inten of the-
ing-for the rich as against thecpeor;. and' f“ Verhm 3r'mo the past, & ‘Eov-
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ernment were doing fhe same thing in

the Sayward Mill case. Mr. Cotton had

been disappointed not to see a_sum in the

estimates. for a drill shed in Vancouver;

but that gentleman was not: in touch”
with tne people interested in Vancouver, .
and he would open his eyes when he

knew that this was already settled and

a sum would be -placed in the supple-

mentaries for a site. Then Mr. Cotton

had attacked the railway policy, and said

some of the roads could not pay for their

axle grease.

Mr. Cotton denied this.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“Well, some other

Ekind of grease.”

Mr. Cotton explained that what he had

said was that the railways aided by the

charge by the inch instead of by the|government could not pay for their run-

ning expenses. °

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“He says _they
don’f pay their fixed charges, and yet
wants government ownership of rail-
ways!”’

Would a government be more able
to carry on railways than the railway
companies? How could the province
raise money enough to vuy vhe raiways,
for example, the C.P.R. from Banff to
Vancouver, a line that perhaps cost $40,-
000,000? That gentleman knew that
the Penticton road would be built, al-
though-he had voted against it. In con-
elusion, Mr. Eberts referred to Mr. Hig-
gins. He noticed by.the paper tonight
that that gentleman made a grand speech
yesterday. Mr. Eberts was willing to.
believe that the people.of the country
would not look with favor upon his pol--
icy, which he would leave to the people-
and that gentleman’s conscience. Touch-.
ing on Mr. Cotton’s remarks about local

.government, Mr. Eberts showed that the

establishment of municipalities had been
carried out by the government. Not only
did they have a municipal act, but the
house had passed an_act for speedy in-
corporation, and yet Mr. Cotton would
like it to go out that he was the first man
who spoke about local self-government.
Referring to the statufes, Mr.

said that in spite: of the ecriticisms of"
Mr. Williams, the work was a magnifi-
cent one. It was one of the best ever-
undertaken in Canada. It was not ne-
cessary for him to speak- for the gen-
eral policy of tlie- government. The gov-
ernment had done ewerything they could:
to develop and open up the province, and
the results were sueh as they need not be-
ashamed of. Perhaps the Klordike bad
temporarily taken some attention from,
us, but we had’ Klendikes of our own in
Koo*enay, in; Cariboo, in Cassiar, and in
Omi eca. As te the fisheries, we had

it became evident that the people were |[as tne fisheries as were to Le found in
about to lose their homes if some one}{}: t
did not come to their rescue When the |1+ “ound them ia British Columbia? We
cry for help was raised the Dominion ]k w that our coal industrics were in-
govermment did not come to the rescnel\ .. 'iyistibie and tha* fram {ne Crow’s:

world.  Where was fimer timber to.

Ne ¢ Pass the coal and coke would build
up as fine a smelting industry as any

would be found to be the|now existing on the other side of’ the

(Applause.) .
Mr., \?V?lliams, who fellowed, said that

ages of these banks:and save their |if he might use the expression the govern~
homes, even though the question of pro- | ment keep too much wp their sleeves in-

stead of supplying information. If the
oppesition had been informed, for in-
stance, that the government had made

particularly hard on men who were do-{an arrangement on the Leamy & Kyle
ing their duty—the civil servants. He |{question or in regard to the Vameouver

drill shed, they wonld net have had to
He elaimed
that the Finance Minister had not the
knowledge of the finances of the country
he ought to have. He said it was very
strange that the estimates were largely
in excess of previous years just on the
eve of a general election. The money
for roads was not spent to the best ad-.

nrovincial zovernment. -He had noticed

that the honorable member whom .he

Continued on Page I"iv_e.
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