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is not
it 1b interesting to learn that in

in the Eastern .States, the
purchase of automobile fire apparatus 
resulted in the extinguishment of fires 
in buildings which would hare been 
thoroughly destroyed, and a fair es
timate of, the value and contents is 
far in excess of eight hundred thou
sand dollars. Attention is then given 
to the conspicuous fire hazards. Old 
buildings are rendered safe for oc
cupancy, dilapidated buildings are 
removed. In the city of Boston 1134 
of these buildings have been removed 
during the past few years, and a rigid 
inspection is made of all Industrial 
plants, departmental stores and 
mercantile- establishments. *' \

Thus far I hate considered only the 
financial losses, and have not refer
red to another and far lfcss excusable 
kind of waste; I mean" the waste of 
life. Fortunately in this city our 
fires have been attended with small 
loeseq, ef-ltfv but it behoves us as 
good "crtfeetfrTio 'sée’thàrùur sChboTs, 
factories and mercantile establish
ments affor*,' ample protection to 
their occupants. I can only touch on 
the activities of the committee in this 
6èi8 of seVvlce and briefly their* re
commendations might be summarised 

follows:—
{ (a) Order and neatness, commonly 

called “good housekeeping.”'
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lis best "S.-
etc., etc. All these common hazards 
are held to be strictly preventable by 
the Board of Fire Underwriters. 
Their "detection aimifly means ’the apv 
plication of common sense and the eg- 
ercise of ordinary vigilance. One 
doee not need special knowledge to 
banish the more usual causes of fire 
from his home or place of bittiness. 
This much then is primarily the con
cern of the individual citizen. Again, 
where the local Fire Department en
gages in Fire Prevention activities, 
we should accord It our strong co-op
eration. Fire Inspections are made 
for all of ns, and are not undertaken

iessrs. ft Tales of a Toastmaster81, 1923, ahd the’Nlgnres Indeed 
irtling. These losses ye re* 
as follows :
...............................$74287.04
.. .. .. .» .. ». 81,828.38
............................. 386,777.50
.. ........... » 291,717.70
...............  52^,187.29

{Brother words the per captta.Jtose 
. has - Increased from 30 cents In 1918 
tb $2.17 In 1922. The losses gtoeu 

.j for Newfoundland do not, Include our 
| forest fire losses, which Hon. * F.-.
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More Good Stories by Mr. Knight-
Smith (The best-knewn toastmaster
In the Worl4)
Dealing with sudden emergencies 

sometimes leads one into making 
other quite amusing little blunders. 
A chairman, committee-man. secre
tary, or some other official, will rush 
up to me with the request that I will 
make some announcement or other, 
adding usually, "you know how to 
word It—I leave It to you.”

It often happens that in the hurry 
of the moment the poor toastmaster 
may not phrase the announcement 
In quite the happiest way.

For instance, at a recent reception 
in London, I was asked to announce 
a change in the arrangement for the 
ushering put of the guests. The 
Prince of Wales had just arrived and 
I called out: "Tour Royal Highness 
and guests at the top will please 
come this way. Gentlemen will go 
out of the other door."

This announcement was greeted 
with loud laughter, in which the 
Prince Joined heartily, but I think 
that everyone present realized how 
the mistake had arisen.

Amusing Mannerisms.
The mannerisms of various well 

known speechmakers are always In
teresting. 'j

The American Ambassador, Mr. 
Harvey, likes to moisten his lips with 
mineral waters every minute or two, 
and often gets through several bot
tles of this kind of refreshment In 
the course of a single speech.

Earl Balfour is a speaker who re-, 
quires plenty of room when “on his 

j feet.” He Invariably steps back- 
! wards and forwards while speaking, 
i and I always take the precaution of 
moving his chair when he rises, so 
as to allow him the freedom he
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Downey In a recent add sees -before 
the Rotary Club estimated ah $6»,069: 
per .year. . * ■«.

The worst feature of the fire, waste 
is that statistics show that meet of 
oun outbreaks of fire- - are. readily, 
preventable, and the losg-whieb they 
entail avoidable with the «xereiae^fif 
common carefulness. Most .fires start 
from surprisingly simple ^and. easily 
preventable causes. Careless smok
ers and the use pf matches is onsof 
the principal fire causes. Defective 
chimneys and flues are ..listed as

merely for the sake bt exercising au
thority.

Finally, and In the long run most vi
tal of all, let ub make It our business 
to see that children are brought up in 
the knowledge of the dangers of fires, 
and how they are to he averted. Every 
school at periodical Intervals, time 
should be devoted to Imparting lessons 
of fire prevention. Children absorb 
quickly and apply practically, and it 
is important that they be taught the 
need of carefulness where fire, is con
cerned. It has been said by those who 
have studied the early history of man
kind, that the first three stages In out 
development may be thus summed upp

(1) When we learned to “recognise 
, fire.”

(2) When we learned, to "keep fire 
going.” I

(8) When we
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(e) Installation of electric wiring, 

fuses, etc., strictly In accord
ance. with tfiê rules of the Na- 

. ^tlonal electric code.
"(fl Proper safe guards fir elec

trical apparatus, used for heat
ing, etc.

The Importance of .fire drills for 
school children, and factory employ
ees Is considered a vital necessity. 
Installation of fire doors between de
partments and elevator shafts so that 
the fire may be confined to the small
est possible area, Is also advised, and 
now that the holiday season Is ap
proaching, special emphasis is laid on 
the danger of using inflamable ma
terials for decoration purposes.

The Committee strongly advocates 
the adoption of the automatic sprink
ler system, and In this connection it 
is Interesting to note that out of a 
total ofT577 'fires In buildings protec
ted by -sprinkler systems, 1143 fires, 
or 72. per cent." were practically ex
tinguished by the sprinklers, and 330 
fires or" 25 per cent, were held in. 
«ffieek. ■ -

What can we do In St. John’s? First! 
of all It will require both Individual" 
and collective efforts. Individually,
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of us are aware, due to the energy of 
the present Inspector General, this 
department has reached a high stage 
of efficiency. The task In fighting 
fires esflSclally under winter condit
ions is not an easy one, and we can 
all show our appreciation of the work 

ytf4*«ft(?dfethuy, have been doing, and at the same 
time, conserve our national wealth by 
using our best efforts, not only this 
week, hut In every week of the year 
towards minimizing the causes re
sponsible for fire.
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Shoes for ladies’ in .all new styles, 
sizes 3, SVj and 4; only $3.99 at
Parker & Monroe’s, Ltd., East 
End Brandi.—oct4.tf
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^carelessly disposed match or cigaret- 
le. the electric Iron thoughtlessly left 
tarnéd' on-, the . defective chimney of 

fire left* Unscreened,
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'‘"Insurance Companies. After a fire 

the average person asks is it cover
ed by insurance? and it he finds the 
loss Is covered, he dismisses the sub- 

1 ject,from hie mind. He? ’<doep, not 
’ realize that the -Insuranoé 
are merely collectors and^qia$rlbuâprs 
of the Fire Tax; that they tnw^ble 
to pay fire losses only by reason of 
the premiums they collect. We all 
pay this fire tax directly eè Indirect
ly. tt is added to everything we buy, 
everything we use, and with a reflue*" 
tion to this fire losses a correspond
ing reduction should tak«pla#e in 
the tax rate.

A review of the activities of Muni
cipal -iFire Prevention engineers, 
Aboutit not be without totefyt. ."jls- 
ually the first stdb taken In m 
prevention work is ah inspection by a 
committee et MgWy qualified engin
eers whose work Is divided into three 
headings.

Elimination of the causes of fire.
Limitation of the spreading of fire.
Extinguishment of fires.
This water supply being of primary 

Importance is studied in respect to 
j its sise, source, Its reservoirs, flow,
' pressure, size and arrangement of 
''the mains, the position of the hyd- 
-.rente, the possibility of their freez

ing, and every other essential matter.
was
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irtiy alter this I was present 
■other ceremony at which Earl 
was a guest. Taking advafitage 
moment when he was disen-1 

l, I went up to him and asked !
h^lsuk*1 f°r maktng euch *

T Haig laughed as he recalled ! 
ncldent, and then thanked me"j 
hinklng him worthy of being 
sted, as he expressed" it, "to the

Steel Shaftings
some of the outstanding things in a 
production that has many feature# 
that might be singled out for separate 
praise. The excitement toward the 
Close of the picture during the scenes 
of Nero’s final- orgy and his ultimate 
fall, is intense and built up with fine

I you re run. - ^awTt 
l- y our appetite is> 
•r, a treatment ottiys 
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S» Key Steepie. In New York, it 
found .that the water supply was in
adequate'"to cope with the skyscraper 
fleuhtiofi,: and likewise the conflaga- 
tion hazard. In view of this they 
recommended an unlimited high pres
sure water system with the result 
that the City authorities Installed a 
72 inch salt water main in the con
gested- part of the city, having as its 
source of supply tile Hudson River.
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