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When about half way to the
station Mr. Carrollton had heard of
the change of the time, and knowing
he shhuld not he in sea<on, had
tarned back, with the intention of
waiting for the
would pass in a few hours
ing that Maggie was in the woods,
he had started in quest of her, going
naturally to the mossy bank, where,
as we have seen, he found her weep-
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ing on the grass. ~ She was weeping

for him—he was sure of that. He was
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In the meantime, Maggie, having

given up all hopes of again seeing Mr.

Carrollton, was awziting impatiently

“I'do ‘mean to prove true,” she an-

swered sadly, though at that moment
another face, another form, stood beg=
tween: her and Henry Warner, who,
knowing that -Madam Conway - would
not suffer her to go with him on ‘any
terms, concluded 4t last to-make virs
tue of necessity, and accordingly ex-«
pressed his willingness to wait, pro-
vided Margaret were allowed to write
occasionally geither -to himself or
Rose. 1’
But to thi§ Madam Conway could
not consent. ‘“She wished the test to
be -perfect,” she said, “and unless he
accepted her terms, he must give
Maggie up at once and forever.”

As there seemed no alternative,
Henry rather ungraciously vielded
the point, promising to leave Maggie
free for a vear, while she, too, pro-
mised not to write either:to him
to Rosée, except with her grandmoth-
er's Maggie Miller's word
once passed, Madam Conway knew it
would not be broken, and she un-
hesitatingly left the young people to-
gether while -they said their parting
words. A message of love from Mag-
gie to Rose—a hundred protestations

or

consent.

the coming of Hagar, who wis absent,
having, as Maggie readily conje
to Richland. It
returned,

gone was long pasi
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time
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the stains had dis
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to

still re
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more accompany him,
let
they were in-
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if she fused she must
know immediately. as

tending to start for

few days.
said Maggie: it would
And going to the time-
since her secret
had kept mater-
wrote to Henry a
felt badly to
deemed it
until
herself.

“I can’t go,”
right.”

desk,

not be
worn where,
correspondence, she
she
him

but

ial for writing,

letter, fe! she

ling
int him,

izer to defer or

she
at least
act for

went slowly

Vs &t an age to

ing done, she back

which. to her seemed
Her

somet

house,

indeed. grandmother
cadily that
rightly
she forebore

hing was the
the

her.

and guessing

qustioning

other flashed upon her.
sit there thus with Arthur
—she would be true ITenry,”
with nlingh-d\w’éli":s of. sorrow, re-
gret and anger— wough why
snould experience e.‘her
then understand—she "~ drew
from him, and when he said
“Will Maggie answer? Are
tears for me?’ she replied, petulantly:
“No; ecan’t a body cry without being
bothered for a reason? I came down
here to be alone?”

“I did not
beg your pardon for
said Mr. Carrollton, sadly, adding, as
Maggie made no reply: “I expected a
different answer, Maggie. I
hoped you liked me, and I believe
that you do.”

Carra!itor

to and

hersell
again

those

to intrude and I

having done so.”

mean

almost
now

In Maggie's bosom- there was a
fierce struggle of feeling. She did
like . Arthur Carrollton — and she
thought she liked Henry Warner—at
all events, she was engaged to hin
and half angry at the former for hav-
ing disturbicd her, and still more
ry at hersclf for being thus distur?
she exclaimed, as he again placed his
arm around her, “Leave me alone, Mr.
Carrolliton. 1 don’t like you. 1 don't
like anybody!” and gathering up hei
shawl, which lay upon the
ran away to Hagar's cabin,
would- follow her. But he did not. It
was his first attempt at love-making
and very much disre>:rtened he
slowly back to the house: and
Maggie, from Hagar's dc wes leok-
ing to see if he were 1e, from
the parlor. windcw, was watching, too.
for her, shadow on his brow
and a load upon his heart. Madam
Conway kncew that something was
wrong. but it was in that
sought fer an explanation. Mr. Car-
rollton kept kis own sé€ret, and, con-
soling herself with his volunteered
assurance that in case it became nec-
essary for him to return to England
he should. before embarking. visit
Hillsdale, bade him a second
adieu.
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hoping he

walked
while
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with a

vain she
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the house. With @
Madam Conway
him through her glasses,
half joyfully, half fearfully.
went forward to meet him. In a few
words he explained why he
and then again asked of Madam

look-

while

was there.
Con-
way if Margaret could go.

“I do not believe she cares to go,”
thought Madam Conway, as she glan-
ced at Maggie's face; but did not
say lest she should awaken within
the young girl a feeling of opposition.

She had Maggie
and felt sure that her affection
Henry Warner was neither
Arthur Carrollton’s
ence had done much toward
ing it, and a few months more would
suffice to wear entirely. Still,
from what had she fancied
that oppesition alone. would only
the matter worse by reusing
once. She knew far mere
nature than either the
before her; and after a
reflection she suggested that
should Maggie with her
during which time no com-
munication whatever should pass
tween them, while she would promise
faithfully not influence Margaret
either way.
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for a year,
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“If at the end of the year,” 'said
she, “you both retain for each other
the feelings you have now, 1 will
longer object to the marriage,
will make the best of it.”

At first Henry spurned pro-
position, and when he saw that Mar-
garet thought well of it, he reproach-
ed her with a want of feeling,
ing, “she did not love him as she had
once done.”

“I shall not forget 'you, Henry."”
said Maggie. coming to his side and
taking his hand in hers, “neither will
you forget me; and when the year has
passed away, only think how much
pleasanter it will be for us to be mar-
ried here at home, with grandma’s
blessing on our unienl”,

“If T only knew you would prove
true!” said Henry, who missed some-

no
but

the

say-
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' was Maggie Miller

of eternal fidelity, and then they part-
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“I wish he would write something
besides that,” she thought, “for I re-
member him now altogether too much
for my own good;"” and then she won-
dered “what he would have said that
morning if she had not been so cross.”
Very Iittle was said to/her of him

Madam Conway, who, having learn-
was not England.
long to them,

by
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and would ere
concluded for
rest, particularly
much Maggie

going to
return
knmew how
interested
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a time to let the matter |
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in one whom she had resolved to hate.
Feeling thus confident that all would

vet end well, Madam (onway was in

CHAPTER XVI.
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To be continued.
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