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. the want of it puts me out dreadfully.

A Gty Vi ol

“Littleswretch ! Ihate him. We have

méver had » moment’s peace since he tuok

possession of this house,’ declared Polly
Patten, with & stamp of her foot.
‘M%’Mhmpﬂ.u might
e supposed, a tramp or » sheriff s officer
1ot even a poor relation, or an Irish
butler, or a heathen Chinese. Not atall.
The ohject of Polly’s wrath was a per-
sonage lifted up, as it would seem, by
wirtue of his position, above human criti-
<cism as above human rules, a myth, an
waukoown entity—no other, in fact, than
the little god Cupid himself. He and
his machinations had of late wrought
changes —woeful ones Polly thought—in
the constitution of the Patten fawily ;
and to her imagination represented all
manner of discomfort and discomfiture,
+he alteration of plans, the blight of
hopes—innovativns and croes-purposes
without end. She felt toward him a
good, honest, hearty hostility, as one
amay toward an opponent of flesh and
‘blood, as she sat in her bedroom, in-
veighing upon the subject to her special
friend Susan Gilmore, who was perched
beside her on the bread window-sill.
‘Oh, it's all very well to laugh,’ she
went on, ‘but just wait till you try it
yourself. All last year was given up, you
know, to marrying Helen, Her trous-
seau, her presents, and her furnishing—
nothing else was thought of or spoken of
for twelve long months. The house was
choked with herthings. Weall worked
.our fingers to the bons, Nobody could
turn round without finding & woman and
a sewing-aachine at his back. Wenever
even pretend tuo hear .ourselves speak.
Weli, just as it was all over, and Helen
.comfortably off our miads, Lizzie must

for Polly trom that day forward. Fanny
Allen came, and in due time her lover,
scoording to programme, and with the
lat er a cousin, Mr. Othniel Oliphant, a
successful merchant, just hvowo {rom
China for a brief visit. His return was
not purely for business purposes. Mr.
Oliphant was on the look out for a wife ;
and with a prompt decision of a mercan-
tile man, he elected Polly Patten for
that position on & two days’ acquaint-
ance. A firm believer in the faith that
‘faint heart never won fair lady,’ and
‘nothing venture, nothing have,’ he of-
fered himself at the end of the week, and
quite undiscouraged by Polly's dismayed
*no,’ sat resolutely down and traced his
parallels resoclved to gain by siege what
he had failed to win at a coup by assault.
This complication eet the seal to Polly’s
discontents.

‘For just imagine what a state of
thiugs it makes,’ she told her confidante
Sue. ‘There they sit—the three sets of
ninnics—one in the parlor, one in the
dining room, one in the ‘den’ from which
poor papa is turned out bag and baggage:
and there is that abominable O! O!
(never did man have such suitable ini-
tials)looming like doom or & thunder
storm all day long, determined to get me
by myself, and ‘cultivate my acquaint-
ance.” How can he make me care for
him, ha says, if he never has the chance
to see me alone ! As if I wanted to see
him ur care for him either! It is the
most embarrassing, abominable condi-

tion of affuirs. I seriously meditate run-

ning away to teach school—or something.

Home is growing unbearable.’

‘Why do you dislice Mr. Oliphant eo

much? He seeme to me very pleas-

ant—'

‘Sue ! When he teases the life out of

friend, called one morning, and with a
burst of emotion quite unwarrantedin the
staid Sue, contided the fact that she was
engaged —engaged to 0. 0., who was the
loveliest, dearest man that ever was,
though Polly had been so unkind as not

glad of now—and they were to be mar-
ried in six weeks, and sail for China di-
rectly afterward. And would her dear-
est Polly fergive her, and promise to love
0. 0., all she possibly could, just for
her sake ?

‘You, too !’ was all Polly’s reply. But
she put her arms round Sue's neck with
a tear and a sob, and all was smooth be-
tween them. Sue, who dreaded the in-
terview, was amazed at Polly's forbear-
ance. A change had evidently eome
over the spirit of her dream. Trials, we
are told, have a chastening effect on the
character. Was it her trials which were
thus blessed to Polly ?

After that all was bawilderment and
confusion dire till the two weddings were
over. Eunice and John departed the
day afcer theirs, and a lull fell upon the
weary household. Mrs. Patten went up
stairs to lie down. Polly, who sighed
for fresh air, departed for & walk with
John Gilmore, who missed his sister so
much, poor fellow } and Amy, the cadette
of the family, prepared to celebrate their
[newly recovered freedum by adorning:
and making beautiful the diningroom,
new rescued from courting purposes, and
restored again to the common use of the
household.

A busy afternc.on indeed did little Amy
make for herself, but it was a merry one,
and she sang as she worked. Every vase
in the room she filled with violets and
wild flowers, or apple blooms from the
just blossomed orchard. The curtains

meeds set up a lover ang a loug engage- | |\ T declare she is blushing. Are you | were pulled to exdctly the ideal angle,

ment- -John Shaw, too, of all perscns?
Now I may be dull, but, in the name of

turning traitor too ¥
‘Not in the 'east—I don’t know what

the chairs regrouped, all the horrid look
takeh away. Amy thought, as ii the

common-sense, why John Shaw, of all you mean, Tat is. What I wanted to|room were meant for only two, and for

men in the werld ¥

‘Ligzie knows, I presume.”

‘Well, perhaps she does ; still, it is
provoking. Every morning of his life
John Shaw looks in for ha't an hour’ on
his way down town. He and Liszie
absorb tha parlor, of course. That is a'l
right, no doubt ; but, as it happens, that
particalar half hour is precisely the ©ne
which I used always to take te tidy up
the flowers, water and triw, 61l the vases,
and make the room nice for the day, and

I sit and twirl my thumbs, and scold to
mother, and she never will agree with
me. ‘Lovers are privilegea,’ she says.’

‘Of course they are. Don’t be a spoil-
sport, Polly. It's their turn now. Yours
will come.’

‘Never ! But there’s more behind.
What do you say to Eunice’s indalging
in an engagement too ¥

‘Not really ¥

‘Very really indeed. Jobn Norman is
the happy man this time.

asion greater. So they sit in the dining
room every evening, while Lizzieand her

Two Johns, herself,

. you observe, by way of making the con- fi"e‘n‘t want him, why not ¥

tell you was that we're guing to have a
young man of our own also. My broth-
er Juck is coming home next week.’

‘How coherent ! I declare. Sue, you
make me suspect something. Jack ? He's
the one who's been so long in Garmany.
Well, I hope you'll enjoy him ; but pray
keep him to yourselves, I've had enough
of young men, Johns especially. I never
want to see one again as long as ¥ live—
1 think. Gracious’! there’'s that tire-

some O. O., strolling up and down in

hopes of catching me as I come out. I
declarc it is unendurable. Good-bye,
Sue. I'm gcing home by the back door,
if you don’t mind." And catching up
her bonnet, Polly vanished, while Susan
Gilmore, with a guilty look in her eyes,
and a pair of red, red cheeks, tied hers

on, and issuing sedately from the front
door, encountered Mr. Oliphant, and

presently, under his escort, walked up
the street. ‘After all,’ she thought to
“if Polly can't like him, and
Why not,
indeed ? It was unanswerable.

Another fortnight passed. Cousin

no one elee. It was dusk when she fin-
ished, and curling up in the sofa corner,
she awaited with impatience Polly’s re-
turn—Polly who had hated the love-
making as much as she had, and would
be s0 pleased ! Polly was tke one person
in the house of whose sympathy Amy
felt quite sure.

She was long in coming, but she came
at last. Amy heard Ler step on the
porch, and with it another step, louder,
firmer. Surely that tiresome John Gil-
more was not coming in to spoil eyery-
thing this first pleasant night. No; he
he had come to see papa. Amy heard
him tap at the door of the ‘den,’ while
Polly ran up stairs,. He emerged as she
came down ; .here was a long confabbing
in the eatry ; but at last the front door
shot with a delightful emphasis, and
Amy jumped up from the sofa to enjoy
the effect of her surprise.

‘Come in—oh, do come in !" she cried.
I want you to see if the dear old room
doesn’t look lovely. I've been all the
afternoon doing it so that it might be
nice for our first evening. Isn't it pleas-
ant to have a room to sit in again 7 Aren’t

to find it out—a fact she (Sue) was nq{
)

Take my
boyu.'\Whiloyon are at home, or at
work, or whatever way employed, don’t
receive the attentions of boys of your
own age or younger. Look out for a
husband some seven or eight, or temor
twenty years older than you are. Get
some one to take care of you ; don't
encumber yourselves with household
cares, sickness, babies and a husband all
at the same time. Don’t be 8o ambitious.
Commence on s smaller scale. Say
housekeeping and babies, and have the
You will

find that qui
to. T know girls are ambitious, but they
sometimes take more on themselves
they areaware of. Don’t take a husband
to educate ; by the time he and you are
forty, heis a hale, hearty man in the
prime of lite, and everybody is saying
how young and handsome _hé looks ;
what a young-looking husband you have
how smart he is ; why, is that young
man your husband 1 Nobody says that
you look young. For why ? You are all
broke up ; your back is lame, gof=-pain
in your side, hair getting gray, blind &8’
a bat. Why, you are completely worn
out taking care of him and his eight or
ten children. This last fifteen years has
made an old woman of you, while your
husband has only just got able to think
for himeelf, without your doing that as
well as a million other things for him.

Ten to one he will now begin to give
you the same information that you have
been trying to din into his ears this last
dozen years. 8o, girls, take my advice;
just think what a young man ie, of 22—
a mere child. Lethim alone a few years
don’t heed his soft speeches. Hs is just
at the age to go headlong into some busi-
ness he does not understand, eight or
ten years later he will know that for him-
self. Let him make a home and then
marry. So, girls, be wise in your youth,
and don't be in a hurry to marry, and
when you do, get a man to take care of
you, not a boy for you to take care of.

Ask a mother or sister what a son or
brother is between 20 and 25. Why,

they will tell you that he is the most
catankerous thing in existence. Why, a
boy does not begin. to understand until
he is well on to 30. Now, girls, I sup-
pose you won't believe that, but it s
quite true. Nor will the young men be-
lieve it until they understand, and they
know what they have been,and sheepish-
ly look back at the narrow escape they

have had. 8o, girls, take the advice of
your Aunt Katy.

Tell Your Wife.

Adbvice is cheap, you know, and men
of all created beings like it the least.
But what if it proves a matter of dollars
and cents? You all like money and
appreciate its importance as a factor of
the happy home, 8o if we tell you how
every man of you who has never tried
t!
per cent. of his expenses during the

Now that is just what we mean to do,

he experiment can save from 15 to 25 :

coming year, you will probably listen. | o
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Hae Cupid ears 7 Certain it is that|which was all that time made possi- mly_t_l_vluﬂﬂi- COUNTING KISSES. Purge out the lurking d that
matters grew worse rather than better [ble, Susan Gilmore, her one spocial advice, girls, and don't marry | curieus Recora kept by a Frenchman —the 3&1?'3'.3?:?3;'“53&"3»3’7:&?&“

©sculations of Tweatly nears.

Perhaps of all nations in the world the
French are most given to the practice of
statistics, and in carrying it out they
take into consideration all manmer of
subjects which never enter the minds of
other people. As a case in point it is
parrated of s Frenchman who recently
died, that on his wedding day, twenty
years ago, he took the resolution of keep-
inga yearly record of the number uf
kisses exchanged with his wife until
their union became severed bv death of
one or the other. He was destined to
be the first to go, but when on his sick
-bed; foreseeing that he would not re-
cover, he begged a friend to let the
world know the resulc of his twenty
years of account. keeping. During the
first year of weeded lifo the kisses ex-
changed reached the colossal figure «f
36,500, or on an average 100 a day, but
in the following twelve months there was
a notable decrease, not more than 16,000
being inscribed on his registry ; whilst
the third year shows a still greater fall-
mng off, the average number of kisses
being but ten a day.

After a lapse of five years a further
reduction is recorded, and the account-
keepers's task ‘was simplified, for only
two kisses were exchanged during each
twenty-four hours—one in the morning
on rising, and the other on retiring to
rest. Later on, during the last ten years
of his married life, they only kissed each
other on leaving for or returping from a
journey, and he had hence very lhttle
trouble in making up his annual dumestic
statistics. Now there was possibly very
little diminution of affection notwith-
standing this ominous looking record ;
it goes more to prove that the disuse
arose from the growth of familiarity
rather than from estrangement, Tuke
the case of a man’s children as an exam-
ple ; he fondles and kisses an infant much
more than he does the same child as it
increases in growth ; but who can say
that his affection is less for a dauglter
in the r'peness of womarhood than it
was for her when lying in her cradle half
or whelly unconscious of his love ?

Tl
Well te Remember.

A stitch in Lime—saves nine. Serious
results oft follow a neglect of constipated
bowels and bad blood. Burdo.k Blood
Bitters regulate and purify the stomach,
bowels, liver, kidneys and the blood.
Take it in time. 2

R
A brakesman named John Fraser had
his right hand badly injured at Bruce
tield while coupling cars one day last
week. The cause of the accident was a
wet glove which froze to the iron and
prevented his hand being withdrawn in
time. He was attended by the company’s
physician, Dr. Hyndwnan, of Exeter,
who amputated the forefinger.
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an enfeebled and disordered state of the
systom, should take Ayer's Sarsaparilla
to cl:anse the blood and restore vitality.

Pror. Low's Macic SuLPHUR Soar,—
Healing, soothinz and cleansing for all

eruptive diseases of the skin. Delightfal
for toilet use. 1m
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KING'S EVIL -}

‘Was the name formerly given to Scrofuls |
because of a superstition that it could boa
cured by a king’s touch. The world 1s
wiser now, and knows that

SCROFULA
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Bhyﬂ ians comstantly prescribe AYER'S
ARSAPARILLA a8 an

Absolute Cure -4
For all diseases caused by the vitiation of
the blood. It is concentrated to the highe
est practicable degree, far beyond any
other preparation for which like effects
are claimed, and is therefore the cheapest,
as well s the best blood purifying

cine, in the world.

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla

PREPARED BY
Or. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Nass,
{ Analytical Chemists.]

Sold by all Druggists: price $1;
bottles for §5.
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The serial and short stories in HAR
YounG PEOPLE have all the dramatic intes
that juvenile fiction can
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pPOssess, w.
hat is peraicious
vulgarly sensational. The humorous

papers on natural history and science, tra
the facts of life, are by writers
give the best assurance oface
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How often do we hear of the sudden
fatal termination of a case of croup,when
young life might have been saved by
he prompt use of Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral.
Be wise in time, and keep a bottle of it
n hand, ready for instant use.
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you glad that the wedding 18 over, and .’lt - “:ly o ."pr‘e.l:ni .nt“ i ':r‘f' . .
all the tiresomo lcve-making, and we can ust tell your wife about your busi- Wanted a friend. One who will re-

have cosy little times at home like other ness affairs. Show her your balance |cognize me when I am compelled to wear

=1 $ 2 d ’ tched breeches ; who will take me by
people! Why, Polly, how queer you |Shest, lot her study it, and if she dossn’s | BUS SR O Lo liding down hill,
look! Don't you like it ? What makes

know hm'v, jlflt l‘eﬁh her. instead of giving m» a kick to hasten my

ou do so '—for Polly, half tearfully, You think it will make her feel badly: | Jegcent ; who will lend me a shillin

as kissing and fondliog the child that it will make her blue. Well, that | without requiring twenty shilling's wort

O, T80, Amy doting. 1 & like it | "ill depend entirely on the way in which of security; who will come to see me when
’ . »

very much,’ pleaded pcor Polly, ‘but— ¥y

i : . _|I am sick ; who will pull off his coat and

4o 4. .I[ you begin by d_eolunng fight for me when the odds are two to

! ; ! only—my pet, I'm afraid you'll be very that there is not another family that one; who will talk ef me behind my back

because there is no comfortable place for | little of Sue in thase days; Sue was . oc- disappointed ; but John Gilmore is com- | "™ such bills as yours, and that there |as he talks to my face. Such a friend is

= = . . 2 ’ 2.0 3 s
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pomt'o o % ORI p A = : . afraid I'll have to ask you to let us have ahne e ¢ b0y other Pl“_” earth.

we sit on the back“stsirs, or in the | Polly’s interdict, perhaps she was in no youcan find, she will feel hurt, and if

t : thi H
butler's pantry, or any other odd cerner | haste to present him to her friend—a fact | "o FOO™ she has not had all the spiric taken out A Plant of Rare Virtues.

. . ‘John Gil ! raci !

which nobody else wants.” Polly laugh- | which Polly was disposed to resent,when SRR e Guniy S, POI.ly f her by your unfair treatment she will| Is the common and well-known Biir-
Patten'—with almost a shriek—‘you’re ¢ . : : : :

resentita dozen times a day, till you dock. It is one ot the best blood purifi-

od, but there were tears in her brown |a full week after his arrival, she was at gk ey (B Dot g '
eyes, and & very inutinous look about |last brought face to face with him. She that ?'gtg oo:f:: t:,.gl you have played the bully e'r:r?::‘l I:::?.{hr:g:::;op: l:: ;hek;?)g::b:z SPECIA —F;E— Al ¢
nd the fool.

thgpreu,y mouth, which John Normon, liked John Gilmore at once. He was o ' fal . a : 1. Balance of 1884 free t w subscribers.
. e-e- tered Polly. ¢ Burdock Blood Bitters possess wonder- |l of 1384 free to new su
while in process of ‘ssmpling the family’ | quite different from all the other Johns, d SO, BEbenh Fully. 'O, Ay Buty on the other hand, if you approach | ful power in diseases of 3\(0 blood, liver, |3 Averaxes ten pages cach week—{requasly
2

John occupy the parlor.’ Fanny and ber fiance went away, but O.
‘And where do the rest of you sit ¥’ Q. still lingered. Polly gave an éxcla-
‘Echo answers. We sit whereever we | mation of despairing disgust when she

may. Mother takes her mending-basket | learned his intention ; but, after all, he

up stairs, and has a student-lamp on the | did not prove the nuisance she had fear-

round tablein the upper entry. Papa/ed. He had other friends in town by y

shuts himself np in that dreadful little | this time, other engagements, and did .

close *den’ of his; or goes to the office. | not haunt the Pattens’ house every day,

I observe that he has business therc of [and all day long, as at first. Polly heard

evenings much oftener than formerly |of him often at the Gilmores,” She saw
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14. Curious and Useful.

15. Charming Serials, Music, Pictures, ete.
16. Witticisms of the week.

17, Fromw Al;rou the Sea, and The Wid

tears of joy she sheds, that at last, after|apna the finest art illustrations with the latest
ashions and methods of household adorn-

e i t
y of '",tmz and hop‘lng, you l_‘"° ment. Its weekly illustrations and descrip-
come to realize that she is your friend |tions of the newest and New York

TEITZIE,

por e P poses to make us a visit, and her young {yet that he seemed to ike the nonsense

mau means to ‘drop along,’ forsooth, |she talked ; at least he brightened under
while she is here. Now, where are they | it always, and it made him laugh. He

‘Amy dear, 1 talked a great deal of
nonsense. You must forget it. Ididn't
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to console herself as best she might with
a hard fit of crying, and Polly,convicted,

i i ing, the management of servants, and house-
by shafting wp like aa cysier whin che knogping in its various details are eminently

tant, but b unha; ventured to ask a question any ways|practical. Much attention is given to the in-
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So ended Polly's controversy with | hing connected with that great mystery. v
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front steps are quite too cold at this time pany without finding herself afterward
of the year. Or I might have the trunk- | thinking about things which he had said,
room cleared out for them ; I hadn't|and looking up little points of informa-
thought of that befcre.’ tion suggested by his talk. Hc was so

‘Polly, you are ridiculous. Your cousin | kind-hearted, too —always so kind ! He

will manage all that for herself—see if |didn’t suecr at her diatribes against love | Cupid. She was vanquished, as Pollys
are apt to be in such warfare ; bat there
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dining-room every evening without the
least apparent perception of the selfish-
ness of the proceeding. Amy was great-
ly ecandalized, but cui bonof To each
his turn. Little Amy’s will come some
day, and then she too will forgive and
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saved his life by a simple Trial Bottle o.
Dr. King's New Discovery, for Con-
sumption, which caused him to procure
a Luge bottle, thatcompletely cured him,
when
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of her own ; and comforted thereby for
her losses,she grew a little more tolerant
of the happiness of other people ; and
even when, a little later, a great wave of
surprises and sudden changes broke over

are abominably tolerant about such
matters. That miserable Cupid ? I wish
I could hold his wings in the candle and
‘burn them off. He never flies but to do
mischief somewhere. How peaceful and
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“Take care ; he will hear you, and he's
@ revengful creature. I believe him to
be the original ‘little pitcher with long

For, first, John Norman had a part-
nership offered him in South America,
aud he and Eunice had to be got ready
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