CIE PLISONS OF SPAIN

THE LAND OF ROMANCE, PALACES
#ND DUNGEONS.

Where Terrible Tortures Were Fréely In-
flicted—System Even Now Far Behind
the Age and a Disgrace to Civilization
—Story so Full of Muman Pain and
Despair Thet a Careful Perusal Must
Add to the Sorrow of Nations.

It may be that the Oriental-Moorish
traits which are so marked in the characters
of the men ot Spain have much to do with
the careless indifference which is extended
to the prison syetem of the great Spanish
peninsula

Popularly speaking, Spain has been
looked upon as a country of romance. Music
singing and dancing are supposed to be the
national amu-ements, - Whenever one
thinks of the peninsula there comes visions
of the bolero, fandango and the siguidilla)
danced to the pleasing phrasings of the
cithern or guitar. Then the mind roams
toward the great palaces and parks, with
the outward show and glitter which takes
one back to the days when Spain was the
European power, and was mighty for good
or evil in the world’s progress.

But from this picture the mind soon
turns. The joy and happy ocarelessness of
the average Spaniard is soon felt to be but
the result of partial education, and it is

soon seen that beneath every palace is to be
found the dark shade of a dungeon.
PRISONS AND PALACES.

So it is that Spain, like no other eountry
on the face of the globe, is & monarchy of
prisons and palaces. It is filled with out-
ward show of luxury and refinement, but
beneath the veneer is the present system
of the country, which even to-day has not
yet shaken off the curse of private revenge
which it early bore. All through Spain of
to-day ean be seen the relics of yesterday,
when kings, bishops, lords or monks, as
soon a8 in power, built dungeons and
stored them with instruments of vorture,
ostensibly to suppress crime, but in reality
to either distort power or inflict revenge.

To walk the streets of fair Madrid in
grand old Spain is to see on all hands signs
of the brutality which made up the rings
of iron and steel, the fetters and cells, the
horrible instruments of the torture which
marked the Inquisition, and also marked
the old penal system of the past.

ABUSES STILL.

The torture has been done away with go
far as its mere physical paip is concerned.
But still, Spanish jusiice is barbaric and
out of date.

The punishments of the present can be
divided into nine heads. Briefly reduced
to & new statement, they are as follows :
Death.

Hard labor for life.

Hard labor for a term of yeara.

Reclusion for life.

Reclusion for a term of years,

Relegation for life.

Relegation for a term of years,

Banishment for life.

Banishment for a term of years.
DEATH PENALTY.

The death penalty is always carried out
by the garrote, a form of punishment
which is nearest akin to that of electrocu-
tion, so far as celerity is concerned, Nearly
all of the death sentences are executed in
the Pradera de la Ysidro,in Madrid. All
executions are public, and are usually held
early in the morning. The criminal is
alwavse mounted on the back of a tiny
Spanish donkey and goes to the place of
execution in a procession which consists of
citizens, priests and soldiers,

Prior to leaving the prison in which the
condemned has been confined mass is cele-
brated, and the death sentence is read to
the gmlty wretch. When the prisoner
reaches the place of execation, he mounts
a scaffold, a black handkerchief is tied over
his face and he is manacled to a chair. Then
around his neck is placed the band of the
garrote. Two turns of a powerful thumb-
screw crushes the neck of the victim, and
almost severs the head from the body.

DEATH INSTANTANEOUS,

Death is claimed to be absolutely instan-
tineous, After theexecution, the body of
the victim is allowed to remain for several
hours in plain view of the crowds which
have seen the accomplishment of the deed
of justice, All executions are looked upon
by the lower Spaniard as being excelleat
entertainment,

The prisons in the peninsula itself are all
of them small, badly arranged and greatly
lacking in hygienic conditions, There is
no attempt made to separate vthe criminal
guilty of a petty crime from the hardened
convict, and the entire systemis, therefore,
fatal to health end morais, Nearly all the
prisons consist in the interior of vaulted
apartments, each divided into several
iquare cells, about ten feet in height, and
which stand in two rows, one above the
other.

In the upper cells a dim ray of light falls
through a narrow barred window. The
lower cell is much darker. Each cell has
two doors. The outer one is of heavy iron,
and is always 3olid and is kept closed.

3.
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FOOD PASSED IN.

The inner door, which is bound in iron,
has a grate through which food is passed to
a prisoner. The food is absolutely insuffi-
cient. Prisoners awaiting trial are allowed
ten cents a day for rations, and this sum
can cnly buy soup and black bread. Little
clothing is given the criminal. He wears
a yellowshirt, blouse, jacket, and trousers,
with a cap and sandals of twisted Spanish
broom.

the sewerage systems of all the prisons are
s0 bad that the cells are filled Arwnyl with
an awful odor. In some of the lower cells
of most ¢{ the prisons there stands several
inches of loathsome filth made by the
sewage,

But there  can be & surcease from all
this horror in case the eonvict has mouey.
Prisoners can buy extra food and private
rooms. Ill treatment, which is a common
occurrence in all Spanish prisons can be
bought off. The system of paying for
extras is called exploitation, and if enough
money is at hand & prisoner, can even buy
the privilege of visifing cafes or theatres
just as if he were free. But the poor pris:
oner must live or die, as his constitution
determines, in the hell which is called a
Spanish prizon, with no hope of an escape
from the terrors of his situation,

BULL FIGHTERS FOR GUARDS.

Much the same state of affairs exists in
the deten%ional prisons, which are called
carcels. While magistrates and judges
visit this class of prisons once s week, they
hardly ever attempt to alleviate their
condition, and as many of the guards are
drawn from the ranks of bull fighters, the
abuse of the prisoners ie absolutely sicken-
ing. In the detentional prisons the average
bed of s convict is & bit of tissue of
Spanish broom. Heis fed upon the product
of eight cents » day and is always half
starved.

The bastinado is the usual form~of pun-
ish t. This ists of woipping with
heavy rods and is so often dealt out that
a prisoner never escspes & week without at
least one whipping. Chaining in painful
positions, reprimand and disagreeable
labor make up the usual list of authorized
punishments, but so brutal are the jailers
that the history of the life of a Spanish
prisoner is one long agony,in which physical
abuse is the keynote. i
OFFICIAL STAFF,

All the prisons are officered by a com-
mandant, major and adjutant, with four
sergeants.. The prison population is called
a force. But usunally the prison manage-
ment i8 turned over by the commandant
and his aide to the sergeants, who are
appointed from the ranks of the prisoners.
No convict is ever selected for the rank of
prison sergeant who has not served part of
a term of imprisonment for homicide
or assassination, and he holds his office
upon his record for brutality alone, The
more brutal he is the better he is appreci-
ated by his superiors.

The strictly penal prisons of the kingdom
are absoiutely bestial in their lack of
accommodations. It was only & few yeare
ago that the civilized world was shocked at
the talling in of the penal prison of
Corunna. It whs an old building, and was
so overcrowded that it collapsed and
hundreds of prisoners were either killed or
grievously wounded.

DISHONEST OFFICIALS.

But to sum up the exact state of prison
management in Spain, it is only neceszsary
to state that a few years ago -six chiefs of
prisons, two sub-chiefs and six or seven
sergeants had criminal suits started against
them for their dishonesty while in office.
As far as possible the Spanish Govern-
ment sends all of her greater criminals to
her great convict coloniesin Africa, or in
the Canary or Balearic Islands. In the
few towns which remain to Spain from her
once conquest of Northern Africa she
houses her desperate .convicts. They ure
hardly a fitting relic of the once magnifi-
cent colonia] empire of the kingdom, The
largest penal colony of the Kingdom is on
the two islands of the Baleares, situated in
the Mediterranean, near the coast of Valen-
¢ia, in Spain. There the convicts are
housed like dogs in kennels. Day and
night they are forced to wear chains
a foot long, which are suspended from a
girdle.

PRISONERS’ WORK.

They work in the cultivation of wheat,
barley, yams, dates and figs, and in coffee
plantations, the result of their labor being
shipped to Europe, when in African colo-
nies, and till the soil for its products
equally in Canary and Balearic Islands,
The largest penal colony in the Canary
Islande is on the island of Fuerteventura,
which is sixty-three square leagues in
dimensions and has a population of 9,000,
nearly all being convicts,
Deportation to these penal colonies is
made in the most shiftless and cruel man-
ner. From all parts of Spain the prisoners
who are to be sent to the penal colouies
are marched throngh rain or snow to the
Sladero, or detentional prison, at Madrid.
T hen they are marched, with insufficient
clothes and with absolutely no provision
for food, to Valencia.

HERDED LIKE CATTLR.
Here vhey are shipped to the colonies in
old antiquated ships, which are overcrowd-
ed to the verge of positjve danger. Herded
like cattle in pens, beaten by ignorant and
brutal soldiers, they go to a living death in
the colonies where stripes are given more
often than food, and where brutality is vis-
ited with the smiles of superior officers.
No wonder that suicide is the natural
thought of ‘the usual Spanish convict.
The Spanish penal colonist, however, has
at least not to face the horrors of the im-
prisonment his unfortunate brother has to
guffer i Spain itself. In the home prisons
there is only a fitful industry apparent.

LAZINESS PROVERBIAL,
The inaction of a Spaniard 1s proverbial,
and this extends to prizon work. A sem-
blance of labor is carried on, to be sure, in
the prisons of the peninsula, but the pro-
duct is of such poor quality that it can
only be sold far below market prices, and
all that Spanieh prison labor does is to
depress the price of the product of free
labor.
There is one ray of light on this dark
picture, however. That is, that women are
never sent to the penal colonies. They are
never chained as the brother criminals are,
and are never punished in an excessive

But, as the State only furnishes occasion-
al supplies of clothing, the criminal is
nearly always ragged, vermin infested and
has to put up with clothing which bhave
often been worn threadbare hy some other
prisoner.  Thus public charity has to be
depended upon, and, if this were not ro,
many a Spanish criminal would be forced
to go naked.

The beds furnished to prisoners are
mostly of dirty straw, although the more

aristocratic prisoner sometimes 18 given n‘

mavtress withont. sheets or pillows.
CELLS OVERCROWDED.
The cells are aiways overcrowded, and

manner. This is due to the strictness with
which the female sex was formerly treated
and the formal stiffnese which prevailed in
the treatment of women., ’Fhe female
prison of Spain is at Alcala, but except for
the fact that women prisoners are naqt
| beaten or maltreated hey are otherwise

entered the institution. If she enters for
her first term with but a single crime as
ber record, when she leaves the instituti

AGRICULTURAL

she is sure to be a derraved, hardened wo-
man. The immorality of the women’s pris-
on is something absolutely unspeakable.

But there is Lope for Spain after all.
Plans are being perfected to build a big
splendid cellular prison at Madrid, buily
upon modern methods: Who shall not say
that the prison is not the leaven which is
to reform the present horrors of the Span- |
ish prison system of .to-day ?

GREATEST DIAMOND IN EXISTENCE.

The Excelsior Dlamond Traveled Under

A Summer or Winter Henhouse.

Hore is a device for converting a summer
henhouse into a winter one, and vice versa,
which is simple, cheap and effective. The
house is built in the usual way, the wallg
consisting largely of 1x3 vertical strips 2
inches apart. The devioe is for closing or
opening these 2-inch cracks at pleasure, It
is applied to an end wall, for example, as
follows : Go inside the house, out other

a Military Escors,

When a diamond is found weighing more |
than a hundred oarats the news is usually :
heralded with much ado. It is not to be
wondered at, therefore, if the finding of |
the ** Excelsior’” created considerable
excitement. It weighed in the rough 971
carats, and wae found near Jagersfountain,
in the Orange Free State. When examin-
ed it was found to be & white stone of the
first water, but had a emall flaw in the
center.
Swede named Jorgensen, was the lucky
finder. The proprietors of the mine,
Breitmayer & Bernheimer, had the stone
tested and valued by experts, who agreed
that the value was $5,000,000. It is a fact
that two offers of $3,000,000 and $4,250, -
000 reépectively, have been refused by the
proprietors. Upon ite transfer to the
coast great precautions were taken for its
protection. A squadron ot cavalry escort-
ed it to the railway station. In Capetown
it was placed aboard the British gunboat
H. M. S. Antelope, which brought the
precious gem to London, where it now
rests in the fire and burgular proof vaults
of the Bank of England.

The next largest diamond in the world is
the one owned by the Rajah of Matan on
the Island of Borneo ; this one weighs 367
carats. The handsomest of all the large
diamonds known is, however, the onein the
French collection of crown jewels, known
as the ** Regent,” which weighs 136§ car-
ats, Louis XV. paid 3,000,000 francs, for
it, but now it is valued at 10,000,000 francs,
or $2,000,000.

How much the * Excelsior ” will lose in
cutting can only be decided by most emin-
ent experts, As a rule, the largerdiamonds
loge fully one-half of their weight in this
operation, Naturally the cutting, which
is done with a view to having as few
large pieces as possible outside of the main
gem, must be earried on with the greatest
care. This business is carried on mainly
in Amsterdam and Antwerp. In Amster-
dam there are at present five large concerns
of diamond cutters, with 872 diamond
mills or cutting wheels, and 3,600 hands,
besides a large number of less important
concerns,
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VALUE OF TRIFLES IN HISTORY.

Results of Incidents in Careers
Known People.

Thorwaldsen, the great Dutch sculptor,

after working for more than _four morths

of Well

The inspector of the mine, a @

e © Aager can
w2 - es g

gl

1x3 strips of proper length, set them up
against and coinciding with the correspond-
ing strips of the wall, the top end of each
being cut to correspond with slope of roof,
and lacking about 1 inch of reaching the
rafter to which the wall strips are nailed.
Fasten 8 or 10 of these strips securely into
a frame or sash (see cut), by nailing the
batten b b along their ends at top and
bottom. Then nail on thecleats a a at top
and bottom to hold the sash in place. The
strips of the sash now ooinciding with those
of the wall, the 2-inch cracks between them
are open, but by sliding the sash to the lett
2} inches the cracks are closed. The sash
¢ in out is slid back or closed, d is open.
The cracks may thus be closed or opened,
entirely or partially, at pleasure, by sliding
the sash back or forth.

The Water Supply for Stock.

The question of the usual water supply is
a very serious one,except for those who are
fortunate enough to have rivers or lakes in |
their vicinity. Large private ponds are |
also of great value in these times, as they |
will often continue to give an unfailing '
supply long after the public or village pond ‘
has become s mere basin of dirty water, |
and a puisance, How is it that these
places are so abused, being used for every ‘

available purpose until they become foul,!

pools quite unfit even for a pig vo cool hig
gkin in ?

Even where the water supply is adequate |
the labor of dealing with it is no light one.
Water-carting all through the summer
months is searcely the occupation one pre- |
fers, It is the large dairy and grazin
farms which suffer most in these times, and
the necessity of administering to live-stock
is certainly an imperative one. Some of |

unrecognized in Rome, determined in de-
spair to return home and lay down the
sculptor’s chisel forever. A chance error
by a careless clerk in drawing his passport |
detained him twenty-four hours, During

that interval of waiting Mr. Hope walked

into the studio, admired his Jason in clay,

and aroused the desponding Dane's hope

by ordering a copy it marble.

Thorwaldsen unpacked his tools, and

never afterward, in his long career, lacked

patronage.

Rachel, the great tragedienne, was,when

a child, a street singer, and as such might

have passed into womanhood and ‘old age

had: not a party ot critics dining' together

chanced to hear her loud, clear voice be-

neath their window. They observed the

child’s wonderful face and eyes, and in a

kindly spint aroused perhaps, by the wine

they had drunk, proposed to her protectors

to place her in ‘the conservatory as a

upik

£ir Walter Raleigh would probably have
remained out of favor with the court had
Elizabeth, on her walk tc the tower
chanced to take a path less muddy. Every
reader of history knows the story of how
the gallant Sir Walter spread his cloak be-
neath the royal feet and was rewarded with
his sovereign’s smile and speedy restoration
to favor.

Potenkin, the favorite of Catherine IL
and founder of the powerful Russian family
which bears his name, would doubtless
have remsined an obscure soldier had not &
trivial incident—a chance, in fact—changed
his destiny. Atter Catherine Lad deposed
her weak husband and herself assumed the
scepter she was accustomed to parade the
streets of St. Petersburg at the head of her
troops. One day Potenkin noticed that
her sword bore no knot. He bholdly stepped
forward, braving the knout for his insub
ordiration, and offered his. The Czarina
accepted 1t and, struck by the handsome
Lieutenant, agked his name and Tegiment
and if he would not like to serve her in the
palace.

Always Mentioned.

Little Girl—Did the newspaper reporters
notice your papa was at the great banquet
last night ?

Little Boy—Yes,

Mamma said she couldn’t find your papa’s
name on the liat.

No, but the list ends up with ‘ and
others.” That means papa. They always
mention him that way.

Plenty of Intellect,

Father—I don’t believe that young
Simmerkine has sense enough to come in
when it rains.

\hardly better off than male prisoners.
WOMEN FARE BADLY.

The prison buildings at Alcala are abso-
lutely unworthy of the use they are put
to. Young girls and depraved women are
| housed together, and no woman who ever
| enters upon a term of imprisonment ever

comes out one whit better than when she

Cholly —Aw, you don’t know him. That
man cawn tie his own tie.

His tongue dropped manna, and could
make the worse appear the better reason,
to p:rplex and dash maturest counsels.—

these farms are suited for the occasion, i. e, |
supplied with a good-sized pond or two at |
no great distance from the homestead, with |
a large tank outside the farm buildinge, and |
a smaller one witk pump inside for daily |
use. If these conditions are absent, or
even in any way defective, they should be |
made good before any man ventures on &
stock farm. A water cart or oarts contain-
ing about as many gallons as there are
acres on the farm is indispensable ; one
holding 150 gallons can easily be managed |
by a single horse, When the large tank |
falls below a certain point,it may easily and
rapidly replenish from the nearest pond.
Should the drought prove so severe a8 to
drain even this resource, the next nearest
gupply may be required, Instead of allow-
ing cattle, ete,, to foul the reservoirs, they
should be fenced round and kept clean and
sweet ; then if stored in the tanks they
will last for & long time, free from all
decaying matter and impurities of any
kind.

On really well-app inted or model farms,
large water troughs are constructed in the
fields for cattie. Though somewhat costly
at first,they will save a lot of labor carting.
The price of iron or galvanized troughs is
now less, than formerly, and every large
breeder or cattle owner may find them &
profitable investment. They should be
made removable 8o that they may either be
used or be put away during winter. With
care they may be worth two-thirds of their
former value at the end of ten years.

Dairy Expenses.

While I admire the plan of independence
in dairy, snd have great respect for the
home dairy, it does appear that there must
be a cl: ser imitation of the ** trusts ” and
working in larger bodies, and with greater
material than now, to reduce the cost of
manufacture, writes John Gould in Coun~
try Gentleman. The old German who
wondered * what his vife vould do in the
voornoon if der milk vent to der gream-
ery,” did not take into account w hat an
amount of wife-power it took to make 10
pounds of butter, and how insignificant it
would become, and to what a fraction of
cost it would amount to,if made with 2,000
pounds of other butter ; and this appiies as
well to our creamery system and cheese
{actories. All over the land there are no
end of 150 to 300 cow factoriesand the cost
of making is excessive as compared with
the factory vsing 20,000 to 40,000 pounds
of milk daily ; and when it becomes a mat-
ter of compe!,it.ion, the result is either
cheap help, and cheap cheese and butter
must be made, or eise it is a matter of
lingering starvation with the maker. Often
the way is made clear that big yields will
tide the matter over, and soft, spongy
cheese and water-soaked butter is packed,
to keep up courage and show large produc-
tion.

equipped factory, or three {astories wuss.
thare should have been but ena,

Farm House Ventilation.

The cellar must be ventilated direstc
into the base of the chimney. The kitcken
chimney is beat for 1t always has a draft
both summer and winter. This is easily
arranged by making sn opening eight
inches square near the bottom, which wil}
also serve as a means by which soot and
ashes may be removed from the chimney.
When repairing my house some years age
1 arranged it in this way, writes a corres-
pondent, with the result that the cellar is
entirely purified from the close and um-
whol air that d to pervade it
before, especially during the winter season.
In fact it accomplishes, to some extent,
ventilation of the whole house, for by this
menns the cellar air never ascends_to the
rooms, but instead the air from the house
is drawn downward into the ocellar and
finally passed out through the chimney.

———g——

FAMILY LIFE IN BABYLON.

Glimpses of Anclent Customs Givem by
the Tablets in the British Museum.
Glimpses of family life in ancient Baby-

lonia are given by the Scriptures from

Sennacherib’s palace, now in the British

Museum. From the tablets it appears

that the family and the laws ooncerning it

were the foundation of the social system of

Babylonia. Take, as an example, the

relation of father to son. A son oould

repudiate his father by the payment of a

certain sum of money, but not his mother,

In the tablets on family law it is written

that a son who wished to demy his mother

should have his hair cut off and be banish-
ed from the community, The law relating

to husband and wife was curious, I1f a

wife should say to her husband, ¢ Thom

srt not my husband,” which was the

Babylonian way of saying that she did not

want to live with him any more, then the
offending woman was to be thrown into
the river. But if the husband wanted a

' divorce, it was & comparatively easy mab-

ter for him to obtain it. All he had to do
was to return to his wife her dowry, if any,
and pay her a certain sum of money ; he
was then a free man, and could marry again
if be felt-disposed to do so,

The position occupied by women in
Babylonia was very diflerent irom their
position in the East at the present day.
The harem did not exist at all, and the
wife was looked upon as the head of the
bousehold. A woman could buy or sell
property independent of her husband,
could enter into agreements or contracts,
and could possess slaves. In Assyria,
which was a oolony from Babylonia, the
modern ‘harem system was in use, and
women, on the whole, occupied a very
inferior position,
| That slavery existed in Babylonia from
| the earliest times there i8 ample proof, but
| the power and authority of the owner or
' master were limited. A siave had a definite
position and could not oniy enter into
contracts and . agreements to his own
advantage, but could even buy and sell as
well us possess property,and atter a certain
time oould buy his freedom. The slaves,
from some cause or other, seem to have
come upon evil days during the reign of
Nebuchainezzar, for about this time many
of their privileges were withdrawn, and
the custom of branding each slave with the
name of his master came into use. This
custom led to all sorts of disputes, which
had to be settied at law, and a large
number of tablete relating to such suits
have been found. Education was common
throughout Rabylonia, and schools of
theology and astronomy were founded and
attached to every temple of importance.
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THE DEFENCES OF CANADA.

United States Arimy Officer Secretly De.
talled (o Btudy Them.

A despatch from Washington says:—
The War Department is about to make a
third attempt to learn something of the
topographical and geographical situation in
Canada with a view of preparing to meet
certain situations which may be presented
should Great Britain attempt to invade the
United States from the Canadian frontier.
1f the twocountries ever come to war Canada
will be the mogt probable base of operations
for the British troops, and it is proposed to
gather data showiog the exact strategical
importance of certain points in the Domin-
ion which would be selected by Great
Britain as the buses of operations.

Taree months ago the Secretary of War
detailed an officer to go to Canada for this
purpose, and he had just begun to gather
vaiuable information when an old Admiral
in the navy,whose daughter he had married,
gave away the fact that an officer was in
Cunada on a Government mission, and the
result was that the’ officer was recalled for
fear of his 1dentity leing known vo the
Canadian officiale. Later a second cetail
wae made, and this officer was promptiy
frustrated in his efforts through some
triends, who mentioned the fact that he had
been chesen to study the fortifications and
military strength ot Canada. The War
Department has now detailed a third officer,
who will shortly be on his way to Canada,
and it is believed that he wiil sucoeed in
reaching there witnout the intent oi his
visit being known. . This officer*will travel
incognite, and no one outside the War
Department officials will knew the purpose
of his visit. The resuit of his investigations
will be reported to the department, and it
is expected that full particulars will be
received of the real military situation which
would be presented on thenorthern frontier
should the United States and Great Britain
again come to biows.
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Hungry.

New Customer—Is that your dog?
Barber— Y es, sir.

But lower prices and dissatisfaction
follow, and the industry at large and
commission-men in geueral are blumed,
when the blame should be largely laid at

Miiton,

[

the door of a poorly supplied and poorly-

New Customer — He seems very fond of
watching you cut hair,

Birber— [t is not that, sir. Scm times
iIm ke a mistake and take alectle pieea off
! a gentleman’s ear !




