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FARMERS IN POLITICS

When one seen »
confined in his iron
he has bhefore him
of labor and

Guoron
i rmly bewr

s fne Bgure, illustrative
apital. The bear is labor
Saed, tramping forth and back, back and
tarth, comscious of a restraint, irksome
and unjust, but unable to free itsell
Like the bear, labor beats the bam
d its restraining environment, bruising
el in the effort: then tries to climb
ver: then subsides and awhile
then renews the effort in much the same

before. Capitsl

gneasy, ron

resis

way. only to fail as
» the park commissioners
master the mighty grizsly. and, conscious
o thelr power, back in the shade of
the park pavilion, while their children
play about the big bear, in the utmost
weurity, tantalizing him with peanuth
wad crumbe of cake and crusts of pie

whosw bhrains

intances of

History records many
this great human grissly’s efforts, some
quite succemful, some quite frensied,
maveisions of unintelligeat anger in
trying 1o free itsell. “ Magna Charter,”™
e Prench Revolution.”™ “The De
darstion of Independence.” which eul

minsted in the founding of the United
Saates of Ameriea, are among the most
poted of the succrsaful efforts, and what
glorions progress has been made in these
istelligent and united movements!
Interspersed with these, and trailing
their wreckage all along the path of social
progress, are the ill.timed and frengzied
withreaks of unrest, quite often precini
tated by some fanatic bt master mind
which have left the great bear badly
bruised and bleeding, and caunsed him
to lay quiet for & sevson, and, thoueh
the ends mined may not have been
quite commensurate with the sacrifier
made, they have had a bearing for pond
m the onward march of freedom. Like
the smoke issuing through the chinks
m the house roof, they show to outsiders
that there is something wrong within,
and this leads up to the thought in mv
mind. This unrest of the farmers is
fotice 1o the world that there is some-
thing wrong in the social construction
m our edifice. It is specific notice to
our general and loeal governments that
there s great injustice being done
and that & remedy must, and will, be
found. But can we look to the govern-
ments as at present constituted, domin-
sted by the bread-andébutter politicians,
1o give us relief? Por answer, go to
Manitoba. The farmers asked for bread
and got & stone. The elevator bill is
but & makeshift which takes the place
of an effective and workable one, and has
the shadow of failure hovering over it
8t its birth. If the interpretation of
the sisty per cent. petition as a pre.
fequisite to the requiring or building of
fovernment elevators, is placed upon
the law and it bears this construction
o its face, I very seriously doubt if
:b:'mmumly can be found to initiate
vory Toem. The government is thus
ery adroitly, but nevertheless playing
Our interests into the hands of our ene-
:m—u,, Elevator Combine. With the
4y blocked by this cripple, it will be
quite o while before we can get another
m“" to readjust the matter
ik It has always been the way
this class of politician law makers
P r";‘:":“‘ﬁhd'nt' pressure is hmugh;
: . em for a given piece o
:t:"‘"" they submit to that :f-mnnd.
B care that while it occupies the
‘.“:i'.lbe thing demanded it does not
p’ “b:uuu any harm for these politi-
men are always in the serviee

of others than their constituents. What,
then, is our remedy? Help yourselves
How' By laying sside all partican

bas and uniting and co-apemaling o
gt control of your legislature and your
government and then make your own
clevator bill. F. W, Green, that twe-
pointed tack from Moose Jaw, has pointed
the way repeatedly i his well timed and
far-secing articles. He says: “No need
of much nolse about it. The franchise
is the little machine that will do the
business.” and to all of which | sy,
“Amen." But we must have some
plan of action. * Non-partisanism™ does
not mean that the farmers are to be &
“nonentity,” but rather that he become
an entity of & very decided character

courngeous, intelligent and very active
This butter-milk, balder-dash, that farm-
ers must keep out of politios, is an aphor
ism that has served our enemies already
far too long. As an organisation, we
must get into polities and get into them
o )- and strong. Not along party lines,
as Grit and Tory, not into a third party,
as farmers. Then how! Simply by
laying aside all our party affiliations and
voling for the man, whether Grit or
Tory. who gives the best promise

GROWERS

noted

GUIDE

voters of Canada are farmers.  In these
western provinoes, the ratio is four-ffthe
Now, under all fair clreumstances, we
are the government. But the cirenm
sances are unfair and where are we!
Get your amswer from Manitoha  There
s claimed for Seskatchewan 100,000
farmers. Suppose we pet seventy five
per cent. of these inte ouwr amsociation
voting son-partisan s+ outlined above
wnder the directions of & commities
competent Lo serutinige their qualifications
what would hiader we from controlling
the legidlature and the government’
I this s & country of majority rule,
this s our due
" For lorms of government let fools
contest
What's best administered s best

Maymont, Sask F.GIFFARD

TO GRAIN

Editor Geron:—1 would like to draw
the attention of farmens to the fact
that if we would do what was right with
the Gmin Growenn” Gmin Company
it would not be long before we would con
trol the market. A grest many farmen
who are members of the Grain Growen'
Association sell their wheat to the elevator
combine. We have heard of & man
joining one army and then fghting for
the other side. He was called & traitor
M the Grin Growers were not orp
we would not get the price we
for our wheat We would be tting
from 00 cents 1o 75 conts, instead of as
now, from 90 cents to #1 per bushel
I sold wheat to the Grain Growers last
year, and at the time the elevators offered
one-hall cent more than the G Grow.
ens' Grain Company. “Well"™ | said,
“M it wamn's for the Grain Growens
you would be giving me from 15 cents o
20 cents less.  You are just offering that
one-hall cent more 1o try and put the
Grain Growers out of business.™ If
the farmers club together in the right way
that will pever be. The Grain Growers
are becoming stronger day by day and it

won't be long before all farmers are
Grain  Growers
Arden, Man A. W. MASON, IR

Threnhing Outlt of Wm. Sheppard & Sons, Letellior, Man

by word of mouth, but by his antecedents

of a ftness and willingness to serve
the interests we entrust to him. In one
distriet the man nominated as a Liberal
~George Langley, for instance—may
be & man whose every interest is with
us and whose every public act has com-
mitted him to our cause, and who, though
a politician, has executed sacred trusts
and not found wanting. Such a man
gives promise by his antecedents of a
fitness we need, and should be supported
by every farmer without question. In
anovther distriet the Conservative nominee
may give the same promise and may
be entitled to the farmers’ votes. Such
a course will be an intelligent non-partisan-
ism. Such a course will free us from the
thrall of the bread-and-butter politicians
Into such politics the Grain Growers'
Association should go up to their eyes,
and this is my plan. Let us attend the
nominating conventions en masse, and
see that good men are nominated. Very
often our conventions are mere ratification
meetingy, carrying out a starchamber
slate arrangement with a candidate
bound hand and foot to some pet scheme
in which the average voter has little

or no interest or information. All such
ready prepared candidates should be
unceremoniously rejected. Then let a

committee be appointed from the execu-
tive of the Grain Growers' Associati

to pass on the fitness of candidates hs
per the specification set forth above;
and I'll guarantee the political pot will
go a-boiling to the “"Queen’s taste.”
See how this would work out. Statistics
show that about four-seventhes of the

COST OF LIVING

Editor Guioe:—An old English song
tells us how “ A bushel of the hest wheat
was sold for fourteenpence, and forty egge
& penny that were both good and new.”
Prices have certainly advanced sinee
those days; the cost of living has increased
Many and varied are the causes to which
this is attributed, and yet methinks the
main cause is seldom touched upon

We ean sometimes best solve a problem
'l.':( lp‘rmrbin. it through unfamiliar

hannels of thought. When the Indians
roamed these prairies the cost of living
largely depended upon the natural supply
of food. If food was plentiful living was
cheap; when the chase was long and futile
and the search for fruit fruitless, the cost
of living was high, sometimes so high that
the Indians starved to death. Then,
as now, before a hare (or jackrabbit)
could be eooked it first had to be eaught
The Indian applied his labor to the natural
resources of the earth, and enjoyed the
full product of his toil. He paid no tariff
upon the food he took home: except per.
haps to the wolves. He paid no toll for
the use of the trail. He paid no rent
for the use of the hunting ground, or for
the land on which his wigwam stood.
In times of plenty he was unemployed—
and happy. He did not spend his time
and energy digging gold out of a hole in the

ound in the Yukon to put into another
g'ob in the ground in New York. He
did not live to work but, originally,
he had to work to live. Then, as now
hares had to be caught before they could
be eooked. Had the Indians allowed
some members of the tribe to monopolize
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the hunting ground, the slte of the camp
and the trail, the hunter would have had
to give up to them & part of he oateh
for the use of the hubting ground, the wig.
wam site and the tnil. I in addition,
they bhad imposed & tarifl upon
# inte camp, e load

would have been agnin lightened: but we

eatehers of today, Lo, all those
perform wselul work, Is due to the
that some people eat & greal many hares
and eateh none.  These hareentors, clad
in contly legn! robes which are dally grow.
ing and more transparent and can
no v comeenl an  everdncrensing
wmullitude of sins, levy tribute upon the
hate catchers

Normally the “price of & commadity
would bhe governed by s cont of pro.
doction. Tariffe. trusts and combines
undoubledly raise prices. Augustan P
Gardiner notwithstanding. Pt it serms
clear to me that the principle cnuse of
the high price of living is the high priee
of land. We rend the air with our eries
spningt those who corner wheal, sumr,
eotton, ete., the necomaries of life; but
what of those who comner the land, the
souree of all the necessaries of life? s
not the rent of land & factor in the cont
of production” Do not hieh rents mean
hig riors? Traly
says “The reason why, in spite of the
increase in productive power, wages con-
stantly tend to & minimum which w»ill
give but & bare living, thes producing
» constant tendency to the forcing down
of wages ™ The remedy for the high
cost of living is to abolish all tazes upon
commaodities which artificially increase
prices, and to mise all public revenues
by the tasation of land values

This would break the comer in land
and bring about a soclal condition in
which the hare eaters would also be hare
catehers

cont ving
The high cost of living among the hare-
et

Yours for justios,
F.J. DIXON
Winnipes
Tee
A DAYVID TO THE FRONT

Fditor, Guion:—Enclosed find #1 for
Tur Guion, which you will please mail
to 1. B Root, Omaha, Neb, for one year
After reading your excellent resume of
the paper, its feariess attitude and broad.
gvuged policy, | ean faney | see & David
coming o the fore front of the battle
to do valiant service for the Grain Grow.
ers, and | feel like helping all | ean

F GIFFARD
Maymont, Sask
LR AR 4
A LOST OPPORTUNITY

Editor, Guion:—Before the last Do
minion election our members promised
to help the farmers by getling a reduction
in the tariff. The chance came. Unecle
Sam knocked at the door of the Dominion
house, but the members were dumb.
The chance went by and they never
said one word in favor of & reduction in
the tariff. They were held back
the party. Wb!lo I am & Liberal,
eannot swallow them any longer,

wW.
Saskatoon, Sask
LB
TAX THE IDLE LAND

Editor, Guroe:—Is it not time for some
form of land wvalue taxation to be intro.
duced into this country. Here we see
people going out 20, 50 and in some cases
200 miles from railways and civilization
to get land to cultivate and make homes
on. The majority of these would
sooner be where they cou ve the
advantage of schools, churches,
offices, railways and the ru
line. We have enough vacant
to existing nlu||'hn.yl :o' all the immi.

tion we shal ve for some years to
f:-mo. but much of it is held at & bi-
tive figure. The settlement “of these
lands would benefit both existing set
and newcomers [

Why not follow the example of Australia
and penalise the holding of land idle?
British Columbia has given us the lead
by taxing wild land four per cent. ms
against lh:dee-lhh of one per c:&
on improv property. is
land 24 miles from Drinkwater, Sask.,
worth, in 1902, 84 per acre, now held at
£35. If we had & four per cent. tax here
this absentee landowner would get such
a reminder from the tax eollector every




