L THE GRAIN GROWERS

produce on the market faster than it s req ed for con
sumption

The Grain Ex brags eating by mean i
the option dealing s constant market demand One Al
always sell at some price But sometimes it w 1 be of
gEreater advantage t 3 d than t we . e & Mat
were ol ne | ired | TR N ket where only
Aty we equired t eet the needs the place at that
time He could w»e the | ired horses, but at prides
much less than could have been obtained had he brought

in and sold ity at

People clamor | cars and re Al ! get the
grain to where they can realize It is be vready mas
keted too fast for the price to be maintained. The scien
Lific way s to market dur ng the twelve 1 nth selling
only when there I8 a ket n ng r export den 1

S0 our grain should ¢ forwn nix as req ed
All will be needed during yen but the | f \
not the speculator should hold it till the milling r ex
port demand develops But to ! 1 it, we must not only
have a line of credit; we must have storage facilities. It
may be noted, t« that the extent the ecredit bta
able would depend upon the character of these storage

facilities
For the best results in this connectior they should
be operated by the government The Grain Growers’ As

sociation and the Cor

pany have elaborated a scheme
A government system of interior storage elevators, and
the organized farmers of the three provinces have de
manded the system of their respective governments. S
far these governments have failed to act

What is a government for but to earry out t

of the people?

We a8 a class compose tl

ation. Why should our will ne

not exercise the power ur numbers give us to 1!
such laws enacted as will be beneficial to us ?

I want to describe with some detail the situation
the legislation required, some of the advantages, and

the manner in which such leg'slation can best be secured
The situation in brief is this

The country storage is in the hands of the milling
and large elevator companies who, owing to the lack of
storage on the farms and the farmers’ pressing need of
money, made more acute when the banks refuse the cus
tomary credit, are able to depress the price of street
ETain very many cents below track values

The farmers need and the lack of transportation
together with the tendancy of the elevator owners to
refuse special binning privilege causes more than half the

grain of the country to be sold on street

The elevator owner who can buy street wheat away
below track prices can have no real competitor in the
foreign market whe-yQie can undersell the exporter who
can only obtain their grain from the commission firms at
track valued. Thus the millers and large elevator owners
enjoy a virtual monopoly of the trade, the others only
being permitted to remain in the business for the sake

of the appearance of competition and so the farmers
will think everything is all right

Those who own the interior storage alsec own, for
the most part, the storage at the terminals which places
their rivals in export at the disanvantage of putting
their grain largely at the mercy of a competitor

We need legislation that will break this monopoly by
providing government storage at initial, terminal, and
transfer points, with a sample market at Winnipeg and
special binning privileges at the terminal and transfer
elevators

Having storage free from the interference of dealers
would increase special binning by farmers and give
greater freedom of shipment, reducing the amount of
street wheat and closing the spread between street and
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ment peration of the ¢ ntry elevators should be
brought it hould the banks at any time decline t
finance the farmers, either designedly or from inability
as happened last fa with the government in charge
the farmers’ grain an advanc could be made to each of
them by the government without risk on the security
his stored product and at g low rate of interest
This is ir ne with the proposal of the Populists that
the United States government should create bonded
warehouses and finance the farmers on the security
their grain by a note gsue, based on grain instead f

gold This would solve the problem of an emergency is

sue of currency now agitating the minds o

f our legisia

’
tors

Our representatives are not falling over themselves t
grant the farmers’ requests, though they are aware that
the grain men, the banks and the railways are in a
liance to defeat us. They know that grave abuses have
been perpetrated in"the elevators. They know that the
banks although enjoying valuable privileges under their
charters have failed to properly finance the producer or
whose industry the whole prosperity of the nation de
pends, being willing to lend money to a dealer on the

f

security of grain not his own stored in his warehouse

but unwilling to advance money to the farmer on the

n

security of his own grain. The banks call it speculatic
for a farmer to hold his grain a moment after it could
be marketed no matter what price was offered

They know that the transportation companies try U
descriminate between the dealer and the farmer to the
prejudice of the latter. But they do not act. To cure
this apathy the farmers must take a hand in the selec
tion of representatives and the framing of the policies of
the two parties

We call ourselves a self-governing people but as 3
matter of fact a few men, organized into what is known
as ‘‘the machine,’’ dictate the policies of the government
while a similar group arrange the policy of the opposi
tion. These groups not alone promulgate the po'icies
they likewise determine who shall be the pariy candid
ates n every constituency the nominating conventiod
usually being nothing but a farce. The sinews of Wwar
for carrying on the campaign are supplied by ‘‘the
interests’’ who bargain with ‘‘the machine’’ for the paf
sage or obstruction of proposed legislation such as I
volves granting of charters,

bonuses, privileges of




