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THE IvltY. CANON S ANSON

Unique I
V

A experience.

On the first and* second days of this month 
Canon Sanson celebrated his sixtieth year in the 
ministry of the Church of England, and the com
pletion of his fiftieth year as rector of Trinity 
church. King street cast. We know of no other 
man, in Ontario at least", to whom it has been 
permitted to serve so long . ami so actively in 
the sacred ministry. And it is a very unusual 
experience for one man to hold the rectorship ot 
one church for over fifty years. We otter to the 
venerable Canon our heartiest congratulations 
and hope that lie may be spared for many years, 
yet to adorn with his blameless and godly life 
the sacred office which he holds. It is needless 
to say that many and great changes have taken 
place in town and country, in Church and State 
during the long years of Canon Sanson's minis
try. The city proper did not then extend more 
than one or two blocks north, of Queen. There 
were straggling houses and open commons and 
fields all the way to Yorkville, and Vorkville was
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In this way ev vrything' in the Bible is accouti tec
for. utilized ' >r rejected. :nul x\ i :en ci un];>lt ted. tin
fabric has all the attractiveness of a new creation;

... . .. v ..Ji-eture, -
1 hi ir îng-imui-, attempts to invert the pyramid 
"1 historical truth, and poise it upon its apex
vou!,l. n applied to ah) department 'of natural 
sv n iice, involve it in hopeless confusion. an(, 
woii'd m. rit the reprobation of all legitimate
" 11 '-title workers.'" lint there i- uV>re to be said 
in answer to the critics' assumption that the ‘ 
"Draciitish religion is nothing nmrV" than one cf 
'he principal religions of the world. There are * 
outstanding facts about the Hebrew race too
ft wnderful and manifest to be gainsaid or over
looked, of which, nevertheless, our critics take 
i1 o account whatever. One of these facts relates 
to the Bible itself. JloVv is it that a people
notoriously lacking in* originality, should have 
bien the authors »f a literature, unsurpassed for' 
metal beauty and grandeur, and which has guided 
the wisdom of ages, and even now shows no signs 
of h sing its pre-eminence? That is one fact The 
other is even more marvellous, if possible It 
differentiates Israel's religious history from all 
others, when we behold the ruined and down- 
tr. ddvn remnant of an intolerant race, at a time 
of great moral declension, giving birth to a reli
gion whose s-pirduality i~ unique, whose sympa
thies, aims, and hopes are universal, and whose 
H.tliience in the world has been overmastering 

Surely these t\\<> facts, which give the Hebrew 
l'ci pie a towering position among earth’s races 
Mm vld prepare the Higher Critics tor finding in 
the history of that people something more and 
-onething very different from the phenomena 
which other religions present, "do come, thcre- 
b re, to the examination of Israel's religion, with

St. John’s. York Mills. 1842-1852.

only a small suburban village then. The bulk of 
the population lay to the east of Yonge, and the 
mansions of the wealthier families were found for 
the most part on Duke street, which is now 
rapidly being transformed into a great manufac
turing centre. Bishop Strachan was then ruling 
the Church with a masterful hand; and he was 
only slowly relaxing his long-continued con
trolling grasp of the civil power. We had peace 
in our borders. The land was young and full of 
hope. We had no pessimists, no tramps,- no 
infidels, no stock gamblers, no suicides. It was 
a different world from that in which we live to
day. Canon Sanson is essentially a conservative. 
He began his career as a devout Evangelical. lie 
stands in the same place, and preaches the same 
doctrines to-day. The great Oxford Movement, 
which captivated nearly all the young men of his 
time, found no response in his mind. He was 
probably less influenced by it than any one of bis 
contemporaries in this country. The same may 
be said of the recent destructive criticisrhS’Canon 
Sanson has not been influenced by the brilliant 
imaginings of the German speculators. And this 
has not been due to lack of interest, for Mr. 
Sanson has been a reading man all his life, but t6 
his noted conservatism of-mimT—Canon Sanson 
is, we believe, by ,birth a Scotchman, but he has 
lived so long in this country and has become so 
identified with all its interests, that he is essentially 
a Canadian. His ministry has been of the quiet, 
unaggressive, parochial character. He has never 
taken a prominent part in the public affairs of the 
Church, has seldom spoken in Synod or on public 
platforms; and has not often served on Synod

Rev. Canon Sanson. Toronto

order has been evolved out of chaos, "me touch of 
genius has transformed a mere heap of stones ii to 
a gorgeous palace, or a grand harmonii m- 
temple." What wonder if the critics contemplate 
their new creation with entire satisfaction, we 
may judge from the praise they lax i-di on mv- an
other. , See with what gratification Professor 
Pfkidere hailed the advent of the hook that 
secured the triumph of Graf’s hypothesis. "I wel
comed this (work of Wcllhauscn’s,” he say s, "more 
than almost any other ; for the pressing problem 
of the history of the Old Testament appeared - to 
me to be at last solved, in a manner consonant to 
the ’ principle of human evolution, which 1 am 
compelled to apply to the history of all religion.”

But now, I ask, what are we to think of this 
system of criticism? Does it deserve the name of 
scientific? Is it not rather a travesty on scien
tific methods? I will let someone answer for me 
who has the very best right to be heard—Sir J. W. 
Dawson. In,the July number of the Nineteenth 
Century, 1890, he writes as follows: "I cannot accept 
the estimate some have of the scientific value of 
the so-called Higher Criticism, of which Robert
son Smith, in England, and Wellhausen, in Ger
many, may be taken as advanced exponents. To 
me the methods of these men .appear to be the 
reverse of those of legitimate science, inasmuch 
as they are not inductive but rather analogical 
and speculative, while it is their habit to build the 
most stupendous conclusions on the smallest pos-

I rinity Cluirch, Toronto, 1852-1902.

a lormula. Or equation, that will represent the his
tory of all religions, and then apply it to the re- 
iigi< n of Israel is to prejudge the whole ques
tion 111 a most unscientific way, and to run in 
the teeth of historical fact.” “The science of com
parative religion,” says Professor Robertson, 
tio 111 whom I have quoted the last paragraph), 
"is legitimate and most useful ; but it becomes un- 
sen ntific w lnai it is a levelling science.” We know 
how the Bible explains the problems raised by 
these and the other equally marvellous facts of Jew
ish history, by saying that they were a divinely 
guided people; and surely, it the forces which en
tend into the development of their history cannot 
be explained on natural principles, the inference is 
legitimate that they must have come from above. 
"It is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 
our-eyes.”

Another observable thing about the methods of 
this new criticism, and which is largely respon
sible for its surprising results, is that it is almost 
alt< gether a subjective process. It relies upon 
internal evidence alone. De Wette, whose Intro
duction to the Old Testament marks an epoch in 
the history of the Higher Criticism, proclaimed 
this as the method of his school. Criticism, he 
maintained, must henceforth set aside tradition, 
and get to the facts by means of its own re
searches. All external sources ^of information, it 
was said, were wanting; but their loss was not 
material, and by no means to be regretted; for it 
called into existence that which after all was the 
s.urest guide—the fllgher Criticism

(To be continued.)
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