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A CHI]‘I)S S STORY.

Little childrcn born in a country
like Canada can hardly realize
what the sufferings are of the child-
ren in heathen lands. They know
nothing of the sweet home joys and
sports and comforts we think so
little of. The following little story

is from a book called *“Our life at |

Sarawak ” which if you look in the
map, you will find to be a placein |
the Island of Borneo. Read this,
children, and be thankful you are |
Christian by birth and Baptism, |
~and it will lead you t® feel a desire |
to help in the work of missions.

I must not forget to tell the |
story of my dear child Nietfong, |
although it is a very sad one. She
was the daughter of a Chinese |
baker who lived in the lane which |
led from our garden to the town.
I used to befriend her mother, a
delicate little woman, very roughly |
treated by her husband. She twice |
ran to me for shelter when her |
husband beat hér,”and though of
course I always had to give her up
to him when he came begging for
her the next day, .he knew what I
thought of him, and- had a sort of
respect for me in consequence.
This poor woman died young and
left one little girl about four years
old. Nietong used to come up to
day-school when she ‘was old
enough, and in 1858, when'1' was
so happy as to have an English
governess for my Mab, I took the
little Chinese girl to live with us
and join Mab in her lessons. She
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was quite a little lady, so ge;hl’,\
teachable, and well mannered. In
1860 we took our children to Eng- |
land : Mab was six years old, and
could not with any safety remain
longer in a hot climate. Little
Nietfong went home, for her fath-|
| er would not allow her to go to the |
| school in my absence. We return-
{ed in 1861, leaving three children
in I’ngland and brought a baby
| girl out with ‘'us. As I walked up
'the lane to the mission-house,
Nietfong stood watching for me at
the gate. “ Take me home with
you ; oh, I am so glad you are
'come back.” So I took her home,
|and Nietfong told me that her fath-
| er had married again, and that her
| step-mother was unkind to her,
'and beat her when she said the
| prayers I had taught her night and
| morning ; “but,” said the child,
'“1 always prayed nevertheless.”
 She lived with us till she was about
ithirteen, perhaps not’ so much;
' then her father came to the Bishop
( and said he had sold Nietfong for a
good sum of money to a man in
' China, and must send her there to
stay ‘with her grandmother.

In vain I entreated Acheck not
to be so wicked. “Tell me how
much you would get for  your
daughter,” I saxd “and we will give
you the money.” “He laughed, and
said I could not afford it, mention-
ing a large sum, but I do not - re-
member what it was; so I hadta
break the sad news to Nietfong.
We wept and prayed together that

J
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Christian faith. As she then knew
English very well, I gave her an
English Prayerbook, which she
promised to use. Soon  after,
Acheck himself took her to China ;
and when he came back, he would
only say, “ Oh yes, of course she is
happy—she is married and well
off” 1 have always felt sure that
this dear girl was kept by Ged’s
grace from sin and evil, for I be-
lieve she truly loved and desired
to serve God. There was some-
thing especially pure about her.
Nietfong was never wiflully
naughty ; she was one of those
blameless ones who seem untouch-
ed by the evil around them. We
“shall not know the sequel of her
history until by God’s mercy we
meet her in the heavenly home.
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