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(clerk*). The abolition of the Tousure an<l Minor 
Order* ensued at the Reformation ; but the boy* were 
continued to sing the chant of the Church, the men 
being «till cleric*. It. Flack i* wrong in Haying that 
beside* the celebrant, no awoKtunt or other minister i* 
mentioned in the Communion Oflice “except lor the Con- 
feBHiou." A reference to the rubrics at the end will show 
him that, in addition to the celebrant, other prio*t*’ 
deacon* are al*o mentioned, and that when the bishop 
is present and i* a*Hi*tiug at the Altar, ho Khali 
pronounce the Absolution after one of the ministers 
shall have said the Confession. This minister, It. 
Flack says, “ may or mavr not lie in Holy Orders." 
That is to say, It. Flack begs the whole question in 
dispute; gives no authority Save It. Flack, and i* as 
utterly wrong iu hi* previous assertion a* he is in a 
third that a “ lay-server is just a* lawful a* a clerical 
one,neither being mentioned in the Prayer Book." But, 
as it happens,a clerical server is nientionedin the ru­
bric expressly a* “one of tliu ministers." “Catholicus"bric exprès „
virtually agree* with what was '«aid before that a lay- 
server is an monstrosity, illegal, and uu-Catholic, in- 
asmuch as he admits that the “ custom of having lay 
assistants was grounded on the nre-Reformation use 
of acolytes who assisted especially at the Holy Com­
munion." But acolytes were not laymen, they were 
clerics their duties were not to bring the alms to 
the priest, that was the deacon's çluty, but to light 
the candle* at the Ajjtar, to carry a lighted candle 
during the Masa and ‘when the--Holy Communion was 

to the sick, and to furnish the wine for tlife 
Eucharist. The duties of “ Catholicus," assisting the 
priest by bringing the aim* ami oblations, and the 
wine and water for the ablutions," belonged to the 
class of fancy ritnal—the bane of the whole movement 
were a usurpation of the deacon’s office with respect 
to the offerings,and so far a* regarded the “ablutions, 
the performance of certain acts not set down iu the 
rubrics, and for which there is no authority in the 
Prayer Book or the Anglican Liturgy. M

xisitions are a* the boats that enable them to per­
form their duties. Christ teaches from these posi­
tions of ministerial authority and usefulness, directs 
lia officers, gathers the fish into the net when and 
where lie wills to do so. We pray to this dear and 
lotcnt Lord that we may l>o permitted to carry on 

our duties aud pass our lives iu His service* joyfully 
and peacefully with godliness ; implying that if He 
udges other conditions at times to he better for ns or 

His purposes, we shall he prepared to trust Him, 
and " sanctify the Lord God in our hearts,” fearing 
not even to. suffer for righteousnss’ sake. Histori­
cally, it is said that the arrangement of these Scrip 
tures and prayer emanated from a period of unrest 
and suffering in the world and the Church ; hence 
they had more real meaning and force tor that time, 
more interest for this.
Bishop Swithnu, whose name occurs on the 15th 
July, carries ns hack to the ninth century in the 
West Saxon Church, diocese of Winchester. It is re­
lated that he was buried by his own request, in ar 
exposed position (not within his own cathedral) 
where the rain might water his grave, which accounts 
for the curious notion connected with the day.

The Catechism. ~

Q. What is required or them who come to the 
Lord’s Supper ?

A. To examine. ... in charity with all men.
Q. Can.yon say in one word what is required ?
A. Yes: self-examination.
Q. Why is this one requirement laid down ?
A. Because it is the only direction given by St, 

Paul—“ Let a man examine himself, and so let him

C. F,. W.—It makes no matter whether or not the 
dying father de*ired hie nonconforming and ancon 
firmed daughter* to communicate with him on his 
death-bed. In such matters sentiment must not over­
ride the express commands of the Church that “ there 
shall none be admitted to the Holy Communion until 
such time as he bo confirmed or be ready and desirous 
to be confirmed. The two unconfirmed were not de­
sirous of being confirmed ; the other two by con­
forming to heresy and schism had cut themselves off 
from the Church and the right to her privileges, and 
being excommunicated could not receive Hedy Com­
munion. Parents should be better instructed on this 
subject—in fact the lay people altogether have very 
lax notions in the matter. D. L.
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eat of that bread, and drink of that cup." 1 Cor. xi, 
28.

Q. Upon what points must we examine ourselves ?
A. Repentance, faith, love.
Q. What is repentance ?
A. It is a change of heart and mind with regard to 

sin, embracing godly sorrow, earnest desires for its 
pardon, and deliverance from it.

Q. What is a necessary* part of true repentance 
A. “ Steadfastly purposing to lead a new life."
Q. Why is such repentance necessary before receiv 

ing the Holy Communion ?
A. Becanse the grace of the Holy Communion is 

designed to recover us from sin. and conform ns to 
the holiness of God ; and it would be absurd to pro 
fees to seek that grace while yet holding to our sins, 

Q. On what next most we examine ourselves ?
A. Whether wo have “ a lively faith in God’s mercy 

through Christ, with a thankful remembrance o ; 
His death."

Q. What is to be believed respecting God’s mercy 
in Christ ?

A. That “He hath given His Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Chnst, not only to die for us, but also to be our 
spiritual food and sustenance in this Holy Sacra­
ment."

Q. Why is this faith insisted on as a preparation 
for Holy Communion ?

A. The Holy Communion is a remembrance or 
showing forth of the infinite mercy of God to man­
kind in the atoning death of Christ ; and we cannot 
join in showing forth before God the memorial of His 
Son's death unless we believe in the grace and love 
which it exhibit.

Q. Why are we specially to remember “God's’’ 
mercies ; m. the mercies of God the Father ?

A. Because it was God who gave His only Begotten
arid, and it i

Widow or Nain.
Nain—now a squalid and miserable village, is about 

twenty-five miles from Capernaum, and lies on the 
north-west slope of little Hermon. The name means 
air, and its situation near Endor, nestling pic­

turesquely on the hill slopes of the graceful mountain, 
and full in view of Tabor and the heights of Zebulon, 
justifies the title.

At this bright period of His ministry onr Lord ws\s 
usually accompanied, not only by 111s disciples, but 
also by rejoicing' and adoring crowds.. As tills glad 
procession was entering thq 5gate of Nain, they were 
met by another and sad procession, issuing through it 
to bury a dead young man outside the city walls. It 
was a heart-rending spectacle. “He was the only 
son of his mother, and she was a widow." It is not 
possible to measure the depth of sorrow expressed by 
these words. It had touched the hearts of that emo­
tional race, who in deep sympathy had gathered 
around the hapless mourner, and it is probable that a 
wail wilder and sincerer than the ordinary lamenta­
tion as it broke upon the joyous procession entering 
the city revealed to Him who saw all the desolation 
of that lonely woman from whom the last earthly stay 
bad been taken away. The sight of her terrible 
sorrow appealed irresistibly to the Saviour’s loving 
and gentle heart.

The words “ Weep not,” with which He accosted 
her, were not, we may be sure, intended to rebuke or 
forbid her tears,—for Jesus Himself wept for His 
dead friend—bnt only to express His sympathy and 
tell her that the cause for tears would soon be gone. 
Heedless of mere ceremonial observances, He touched 
the bier, or rather the open coffin m which the dead 
youth layj unbidden ; but filled with an nndefinable 
awe the bearers of the bier stood still, and then

The Epistle for the day, after various precepts of

Lord’s choice of one of the fishing boats found at the 
Lake of Genneaeret as a pulpit from which to teach 
the people on the shore. Next, we have a narrative, 
brief and pointed, of the “ Miraculous Draught " of 
fishes. Connected with St. Peter's ready obedience, 
notwithstanding their recent weary disappointments, 
to his Lord’s injunction in the use of the net. The 
owners of the fishing boats were Peter together with 
James and John, his partners in the business. From 
a contemplation of the miracle wrought, and the im 
mouse addition to their stock of fish, these disciples 
at once torn—at onr Lord’s words to Simon, “ Hence­
forth thon shalt catch men ”—from their business, 
“ forsake all and follow Him.BSgèMpM®-- j|
mutual, kindly dealing, careful restraint of the hu­
man tongue, pursuit of peace and goodness, closes 
with comforting assurances as to the divine protec 
tion : “ the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and His ears are open unto their prayers," be not 
afraid while ye suffer for righteousness' sake (as we 
sometimes may), bnt “ sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts.”

Turning from this to the Collect, we find a very 
brief petition for God's ordering of “ the course ot 
this world in each a manner that His Church may 
joyfully serve Him in all godly quietness." The sen- 
timent and spirit are beautifully woven and conden­
sed in this aspiration. -

The world is a sea, God roles its waves, our souls 
are like fish swimming therein, His Church is as a net 
in the hands of ministerial fishermen, whose Official

Son, and who sent His Son into the world, and it is 
God Who gives us the true Bread from heaven, and 
it is God the Father before Whom especially, we 
make the Sacramental Memorial.

Q. In what especial mercies of God should 
have a lively fsitli ?

A. In the mercies especially joined with the de vont 
reception of Holy Communion, such as the partaking 
of the Body and Blodd of Christ to eternal life of body 
and soul, and the assurance that “ thereby we are 
very members incorporate in the mystical Body of 
God's Son."

Q. It is not enough then to believe in Christ as onr 
atonement or onr righteousness ?

A. No : we must also believe in Christ as He offers 
Himself in this Sacrament; viz. as our “Living 
Bread ; " for if we would receive Him as such, we 
must believe in Him as such in this Sacrament.

Q. What is the third and last point on which we 
must examine ourselves ?

A. Whether we Me “ in charity with all men."
Q. Why?
A. Because if at enmity, we must seek réconcilia 

tion ; if we have wronged any oné, we must make 
restitution, or such amends as we can ; and this 
spirit of love to man is indispensable as a préparai 
for the Sacrament as God’s love to His redeemed.

Q. Is there any other reason ?
A. Yes : 1 Cor. x. 17 ; and we cannot have any true 

faith in Holy Communion as the means of keeping us 
all “ one in Christ," if we do not desire to be of one 
spirit with our brethren. See also 1 Cor. v. 7.

(torrespmtiience.
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through the hearts of the stricken mourners, through 
the hearts of the silent throng there thrilled the 
calm utterance : “ Young man, I say unto thee, arise.” 
It thrilled, too, through the impenetrable darkness of 
the world beyond the grave, and in an instant the de­
parted seul came back, and the dead man, to the 
amazement of all, arose and began to speak, and He 
delivered him to his mother. No wonder that a 
great feM fell upon all. They might have thought 
of Elijah and the widow of Sarepta; of Elisha and. her 
of the not far distant Shunem. They, too, the 
greatest of the prophets, had restored to lonely 
women their dead and only sons. But they had done 
it with agonies and energies of supplication, wrestling 
in prayer and lying outstretched upon the dead, 
showing that the power came not from themselves 
but from on high ; whereas Jesus had wrought that 
miracle before their eyes calmly, instantaneously, in 
His own name, by His own authority, with a single 
word. Could they judge otherwise than that God 
had visited His people ; could they fail to be filled 
with feM as they realized that they were standing in 
the presence of Him who has the keys of death and 
hell, who yas Himself the Almighty, the fountain of 
life and joy to all.

All Letters will appear with the names of the writers in full 
and we do not hold ourselves responsible for their 
opinions.
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PROCEEDINGS IN HURON.

Sib,—Your issue of the 22nd nit., has a short let­
ter from Rev. Freeman Harding. He writes, by way 
of explanation, “ I ought to have said, ‘ the subject was 
referred to a committee,’ but unfortunately said 1 It 
was referred, etc,’ and Mr. Wright inferred at once 
that the pronoun ‘ it ’ referred to the canon which 
had been discussed but did net meet the views of the 
Standing Committee." In the official statement 
the proceedings of the Standing Committee, of 
3rd, 1882, the following minute appears;—“Pioposeu . 
canon on Discipline.”—“ In the absence of the Chan­
cellor, Mr. Cronyn, SecretMy-Treasurer, read the 
canon that Mr. Cronyn had prepared in 
with the request of the Standing Committee at 
last meeting. The canon was read clause by 
and; after a lengthy discussion it was finally
that the canon be referred to a special cc-------
composed of Mr. V. Cronyn, Judge Davis, Mr.
Bayly, Revs. R. S. Cooper, and J. W. P. 
instructions to incorporate the provisions 
Cronyn’s canon as an amendment to the 
canon on discipline (No. 9) and to be piesented at 
evening (ensuing) session of Synod." Also in 
Synod circular of May 26th, 1882, the said 
does appear as “ referred by the Standing 
tee." Here then it is cleM that the canon, and not 
the subject, was referred to a committee. What 
then aiAwe to understand from the explanation ?

So far as the proposed canon itself is concerned 
is so iniquitous that every true Churchman wif* 
both indignant rod ashamed. Your readers of June
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