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This may be argued from our Lord’s commission
to his Apostles, *“ Go ve. therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Sun, and of the Holy Ghost. tcaching them to
observe all things, whatsoaver | have commanded
you, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, Go y2into all the world,
and teach the Gospel to every creatare he that be-
lieveth and is bapuzed shoail be saved,”  Mark, xvi.
15, 16

To unaerstand the force of these words of our
Lord, it tast he ohserved that the zate of < common
salvation? was only now £ the st tine going to be
opened ty the Coonnle natons, e b=t had de-
clired that he was Lot sent it t < the lost 2heep of
of the hot=e o f<rael 7 and b had restrected his dis-
ciplesin Lo mines uot enly trem (rm.i‘\'t:r g to the
Gentles, hat from entering any ¢ty ob tive = onart-
tan<. Dy what meen=, theretore, were “adliiaiioms’
now to b hroushit ity the chureh of Gad, which
from henecforth was mest truly o be catholie or -
versal > Pliinly, by bopizier doom that behieved
the ¢ ao0d m‘w.'»"," and accepredd the Uerins of the new
cevenant. This is apparent from the very words< g
and thus Wwas baptsm meae (e imtatory e, by
whichehelicvers of “al nations were to be utre-
duced tuto the ehnrel and covenant of grace 5 an
oflice in wh 0 it niuptestly toos thoe place ot cireuni-
Cizion, whicii bereioiore, eventiom the tine of Aoru-
hani, bad een toe eoly taciatory e anto the =ane
covenant., Mo coderenmersion o our Lord
notonly dues sl re-vimes i, Lty on tae conirary, he
appnin;; arotior mode of enteaice o tie coveuant
inits new el poriecoed forme el Lt so edprossly
as to amounat o a sormnl abroriation of the aacient
eign, and the pursine of Lotisa s places Phe
same argamens ghay be mooenc e the words of
our Lord to Nico bems, o Bixeeptaann be boro of
water and of the Spoar, Bie caunot enterintothe hig-
dom of Go:l.” By the Lincdom of Godliour Lord, no
doubt, in the lishest » e ras the tuture state of
felicity 5 but be vaesthiy prrse toespress tae state
of hi< church on carth, wineh s the sate of that ce-
lestial kingdom 3 endeeneraly, indec b speaks ot s
church on earth under tus tede of expr s,
rather than ot the heave ﬂ'\' stave, Moo e decinres
that no one can en'c?b S the charey bt by by
“ horn of water wil of the Tloly Sy voiiea
heavenly gift follwed upon b
in true faith, he cleaa by wak o b
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initiation into hos clone bl i this pos e as o the
Tast paoted 3ol n bl e assans T e el e
as to cireumeision i the church of the b Hosta-
ment, whether o it poaocesal or Mo Tarn,

A farther prootthat begatn bas precisery the saie
federaband mutatory ehareror as civeunicision, and
that it was institute:d for the saoae ends, and Qnats
place, is touad in Coll it 10-=12 0 =< And v e ure come-
pletein himy, which isthe head orall prineipality and
power ; in whom also ve are cireanere b owich the
circumersion made withaont band<, e puitine o the
body of the sims ot the fleshy by the edrermiciston of
Christ, buried with hun in baplicn ) §eo Heve bap-
tism is al<o meele the dnitiatory rive o the new dis-
pensation, that by whnch the Collos-tans were joined
to Christ, in whom they ave sund to be »conplete 5V
and so certain it is that baptisin has the ~ane oliice
and import now as circginesion formerly,—with this
ditterence onty, that the object of faith was thea ru-
ture, and now it is Christ as come,—that the Apostle
expressly calls baptism “ the circumcision of Christ,”
the circinncision mstituted by him, which phrase he
puts out of the reach of frivolous criticism, by adding
exegetically,  buried with him in beptism.”  For,
unless the Apostle here ealls baptism ** the circum-
cision of Christ,” he asserts that we * put off the
body of the sins of the flesh,” that is, become new
creatures, by virtue of our Lord’s own personal cir-
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cumcision ; but if this be absurd, then the onl
son for which he can call baptism ¢ the circumi'r'e'l
ot Christ,” or Christian circumecision, is, that i:.l;on
taken the place of the Abrahamic circun;ciqion -
fulfils the same office of introducing believin ,:;:d
into God’s covenant, and entitling them to lhegen'b iy
ment ot spiritual blessinzs, 10y-
But lf'[ us ilso quote Gal. i, 27—09 . « Fbr..
many ot vou as have been baptized 1nto Chrisy bave
put on Christ ; there is neither Jew nor G;mile
there is neither botd nor free, there is neither mnlo'
por female, for ye are nil one in Christ Jesus; and if
ye are Christ<” by thus being ¢ Laptized," and }
voprttingon” Christy CCther arve ve Abrabuam’s seed
arnd heirs accordin g to the promise.? '
The arcwmenr heso s also decisive. Ttea »
cenied that this was by circumeision hPIievin"l;;o:ul:
tted to, that ¢ stranzers™ or heathens, asrwal s
Jews, beeanme the spiritual ¢ seed of Abraham,” ang

“hieirs of the same spiritzal and heavenly « promis-

<. Put the same office in this paseace is aseribed

tr baptism also believingly submiitted to 5 and the
conclusion is theretore inevitible., The same core-
nant character of caeh nite i3 here uleo strongl
thed, as owell as that the covenant is the same, n{-
thouch under a ditferent noode of achiministration. In
no otker way could cirewmecrsion avail any thihg un-
der a ditferent mode o alunnistration,  In no other
way conld circtmneision avail ooy thine unlerthe
Abradhianie eovenanr, than as 10 was that visible act
by whieh God's covenant to Justity men by faith in
the provised secd was acecpred by then, [t was
i vctore o part of a federsl tronenetion; ; that
catward astwhichhe vwho oniere Pa eovenant erigage-
neens =0 graeinns required as oo solemn deelaration
ot th2 acerntanee ob the covenanied vrace upon the
covenant=d conditions, 1t was thoes that the Abra-
hamic covensut was olfered to the aeceptence of all
wito heard it and thus that they were to declare
their aceeprance ot it Lo the ~sames manner there is g
standing osfer of the same covenant of merey wher-
ecver the Gospel is preached, The ¢ good news”
which it contiuns 35 that of @ promise, an engage-
nient, a covenant on ' pars ol God to remit gins,
ail to save all thet beliove in Christ. "o the cove-
vant in this pow torm he aloo requires a visible gnd
termal aet o aeceptinee, which act, when expressive
of the roguived faithy, makes us particg to the cove-
faat, atrd entides, us, throuch the faithfulness of
Gl toats beneties, ¢ e that §o%reth and s bap-
{zed <hiadl be stved 32 or. as in the passage before
ns. Y As many of vou as have heoen baptized into
Chirist, have put on Christ 5 aud ity e be Christ's then
are ye Abraham's sced, and heirs according to the
protuise.”

We have the same view of baptism as an actof
covenant aceeptance, and as it relates to God’s gra-
cious engagement to justity the urzodly by faith in
his Son, in the often quoted passage in 1 Peter
ii. 20 : « Which sometime were disobedient, wheo
once the long sutfering of God waited in the days @
Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein few,
that i, eizht souls, were saved by water. ‘The like
fisure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us,
(not the putting away the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a ool conscience toward God, by the re-
surrection of Jesus Christ.” "

When St. Peter calls the baptism the ‘ figure, " 81
antitype of the transaction by whica Noah and :’]"
family were saved from perishing with the ungo y
and unbelieving world, he had doubtless 1o mind tb.
faith of Noah, and that under the same view as the
Apostle Paul, in Heb. xi. : ¢ By faith, Noub, being
warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved WIt:
fear, prepared an ark to the saving ot his house 5 : y
the which” act of faith ** he condemned the “'."rb‘
and became heir of the righteousness which 13 by
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