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This may be argued from our Lord’s commission 
to bis Apostles, “ Go ye. therefore, and teach all na­
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 1* uther, and 
of the Sun, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to 
observe nil things, whatsoever 1 have commanded 
you, Matt, xxviii. 19, CP. *' Go ye into all the world, 
anti tench the Gospel to every creature ; he that be- 
lioveth and is baptized shall he saved,” Murk, xvi. 
15, 10.

To understand the force of these words of our 
Lord, it mu-t be observed that tin* "ate of “ common 
salvation ’ was only noxv I >r the fn>t time going to be 
opened to the Gfuitt!e nnti ms, lie him-i d had de­
clared that be was ted sent but I > 1 the lost sheep of 
of the llufl-e of Israel and It 1 had restr;'"ted Ins dis­
ciple- in In:- m : ne: ; tint only from mmi-w i in g to the 
Gentile1', lint from < nt Ting any city ot I ; : < * imari-
tan«. By what mentis, therefore, were “ all natiutt- 
rovv to In; brought into the churHi of (mil, xxhiHi 
from henceforth vv as most truly in la; eittliolic nr uni­
versal ? Plainly, by. b ipti/ing ;. : ■ : : i that bebeVcd 
the “ good tiews,” and .'treep'ed the t'Tois 1 d the new 
cevenant. This is apparent Irani tan very wools ; 
and fins was baptism m ale «.:«.* initiatory rue, by 
Which* believers ol “ all iritmuj were to In; intro­
duced into the chnreli and c.v cnmit ol grace ; an 
office in wli ■ ' 11 il mauitcdly took in ; place ot circum­
cision, wliieii iji'ia : 11 i. ; t even 11 uni the time ol Aor.i-
bam, bad I.... .. tin; only i .. . it >ry l.te into the same
Covenant. M ■- re-.. d ei: ,unu'U~ion ; our Lord 
not only lines tint re-eimet it, bnt, mi the contrary, he 
appoints arril/'tr mode ol entrance u:to llie covenant 
in its new an I purfe-ned li.rtn, and that so expr. <-ly 
as to amouii* to a .orm .l tthrova?ion ul • i.-1 a.ivu t 
sign, and the pursing id" I pt:- u in its place*. 1 i.e 
same ai gu men* jhay b ■ m i m u. ■ ■. ■ I I r - in the words o! 
our Lord to Ni."" bunus, ** loxopt a man be burn oi 
water and <.f the bp ' it, he cannot enter into the king­
dom of God."’ Bv the Km- bun of (ml. our Lord, no 
dotlht, in the ] ighc-'t - :. - me i ;; s tie* ! 111ure state ot 
felicity ; but he v-es tin . pi t ; - < • to expre-s the -tate 
of hi' clinr.'li on earth, \\ 111<• fi is tin; gate ot that ce­
lestial kingdom ; end g-iivraby , n.dev I. speaks ot his 
church on earth under this mode ol . \ , : .--in.i, 
rather than of the In- ixeilv .-tare. Il tin :t he <1. •< ;..r. s 
that no one can “ en\ r”*l fo the .•hurc'i b.,i by le mg 
“ horn of vy'ater un i ol" the Holy i;,.n .t,” im'ii 
hcavenlv gift foil ".x el tip.ei b. ;.:.-m xv fi.-M r. anl 
in true faith, In* idea, ly m ix ' - b :pi :• m lue c.o le id 
initiation into h.< rhu.■■ !.. in thi-- p i- • .is m il:e 
last iju ited : and ni bo'h a --..'its t.„. mmo
as to circnmeisn.ii mi th“ church ol (ne < ti I 1 < -la­
ment, whether in it- p.t; i i i- • 'ml or .'I i-me lurin.

A farther prnid tha t lei pi i- n lias precisely tin; same 
federrrCflnd mitiatorv Hi trlcror as lurrum.usion, ami 
that it xvas instituted for the - mm rail-, and in ils 
place, is I'nii'id in Uol. ii. in — ! - : ■' And x <■ are com­
plete in him, \x Inch :- the he id nt all pirineijiabty and 
pnxver ; in whom al-' i ye are f-irr'iinmi-" I with the 
circumcision mule wiihuut Ivtn.ls, in pu it mg « > : i" the 
body of the sms of Hie ll'-lt, by t h.c v> r o: u\r iston of 
Christ, buried with him in bapti*»).S-e. livre bap­
tism is also made tlm initiatory rite of the nexv dis­
pensation, that by which the Cull'-- bins were joined 
to Christ, in xvhotn they are -aid to lie *• complete ;” 
and so certain it is that baptism has the-a.ne office 
and import now as circunv.-ion formerly,—-xxitli this 
difference only, that the object of failli xvas then fu­
ture, and noxv it is Christ us come,—that the Apostle 
expressly calls baptism “ the circumcision nf Christ," 
the circumcision instituted by him, xvhe, It phrase he 
puts out of the reach of frivolous criticism, by adding 
exegetically, “ buried with him in baptist)i.” For, 
unless the Apostle here calls baptism “ tiie circum­
cision of Christ,” he asserts that we 11 put off the 
body of the sins of the flesh,” that is, become new 
creatures, by virtue of our Lord's own personal cir­

cumcision ; hut if this he absurd, then the only rea 
son for which lie can call baptism “ the circumcision 
ot Christ,” or Christian circumcision, is, that it has
taken the place of the Ahrnhamic circumcision and 
fulfils the same office of introducing believing 'men 
into God's covenant, and entitling them to the enjoy­
ment of"spiritual blessings. J ^

But let us also quote Gal. iii. 27—29: “Feras 
many of you as have been baptized into Christ, hate 
put on Christ ; there is neither Jexv nor Gentile
there is neither ho::d nor free, there is neither male 
nor i'ctm !.-, lor \ e are all one in Cliri-t Jesus; and if 
\ <; arc Christ’-,” by thus being “ baptised,” and by
I putting on" Christ, “ thee, are ye Abraham’s seed* 
iu.d heirs avurdm g to the promi-e.”

The argument le is ul-o decisive. It cannot he 
ilcnied that tiffs xvas by circumcision believingly ,u[j. 
mitte l to, that “ strangers” or heathens, as Well ss 
Jcxvs, became the spiritual “ seed of Abraham,” and 
“ Inur.- of tlm same spiritual ntnl heavenly '* promis­
es.'’ Put the same office in tbis passage is ascribed
II baptism a l-o believingly submitted to; and the 
copr'lit-ion is therefore inevitable. 'I'he same core- 
n-ml chara-ctiT of each me is here i.l-o strongly 
m .rk-'il, as well as that the covenant is the same, al­
though under a dill’Tent mode ot" administration. In 
no other way could ciwtniv Ginn avail any thing un­
der a different mode ol" a 'niim-tr.iii.ui. In no other 
way could circumcision avail any thing un 1er the 
Abr.ili.tioi • covenant, than as. it xx as that visible act 
by xx 11ii111 God's covenant to ju.-iify men by faith in 
the promised seed xx a : aee. po ,1 by them. It was 
tlv mi a p ut of a federal transaction, that 
< uixv.ir.l net xx liicli lie xx ln> oil", re ! a covenant engage­
ment- so gr irions ret]uired as a solemn declaration 
of the acceptance of the coven mt"d grace upon the 
covenanted conditions. It xvas tints, that the Ahra- 
humic covenant xvas offered to the avceptance of all 
xx iio heard it, and thus that they were to declare 
I heir acceptance it. lo the .-ame manner there is ft 
standing offer ol the same covenant of mercy wher­
ever the Guspe| is preached. The ** good news” 
which it contains is that of a prenise, an rngnge- 
meiir, a covenant ou t * : -■ * part of God to remit Bins, 
and to saw all that !>• in ve in Chri.-t. To the cove­
nant in this new loi in ho ul- o r< .j’tires a visible and 
fermai act of ae.uwt tnçe, which .'V't. xx hen . xpressive 
of the required failli, makes us parties to the rove- 
t:.;.it, an I i s*ti; 1 ♦1 -, ns, through th t faithfulness of
i. ,. 1, to its benefits. “ He that bsti-vcCi and is http- 
I.zed -ha!l be saw,! or. as in the passage before 
us. 11 As many ol" x on as have bet n baptixti kito 
Christ, have ].;it on Christ ; and if y e he Cnrist’i! then 
are ye A!.rail tin's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.”

We have the same view of baptism as anftctc: 
covenant acceptance, and as it relates to God’s gra­
cious engagement to justify the ungodly by faith ID 
his Sun, in the often quot.-d passage in 1 Peter
ii. 20 : “ Which sometime were disobedient, when 
once the long suffering ot" God xvaiteil in the daviof 
Noah, While the ark was preparing, xx herein few, 
that is, right souls, were saved by w ater. I he like 
figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us, 
(not the putting axvny the filth of the flesh, but the 
ansxver of a good conscience toxvard God, by tbs re­
surrection of Jesus Christ ”

When Sr. Peter calls the baptism the 11 figure, * 
antitype of the transaction by wliicd Noah ana 1 
family were saved from perishing with the ungo< 7 
nn.l unbelieving world, he had doubtless in mind 
faith ol" Noah, anil that under the name v*e*r . 
Apostle Paul, in Hub. xi. : “ By faith, îsoub’.ù®“T 
warned of God of things not seen as yet, tnove< 
fear, prepared an ark to the saving ol his bouse , j 
the which” act of faith “ be condemned the » ?
and became heir of the righteousness wbicn j.


