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HemceruTOLKYi* supelxtieuiy fob.
To tka Minuter» and Membert of the Wesleyan 

Ckurck and Congregation* in Nota Scotia.
Dear Brethren and Friends,

In compliance with the request of the 
last District Meeting, I beg to lay before you a 
plan suggested for the formation of a Fund to 
aid in the maintenance of worn-out Ministers, 
and the widows and children of deceased Minis­
ters, in the Nora Scotia District

I suppose it b a genendly known fort that the 
greater portion of our Ministers enter upon the 
sacred duties of their office in early life—that by 
the regulations of our body they are prohibited 
from,engaging in any seculaç pursuit»—that their 
dierihlinary allowances from year to year are 
barely adequate to sustain themselves awl fam­
ilies with suitabte regard to their comfort, and 
the position they bold in society—and that the 
principle has been admitted and acted upon, 
from the first establishment of the Wesleyan 
economy, that the Church b under obligation to 
make a suitable provision for them when provi­
dentially unfitted by age or infirmity for the 
active duties of the ministry, and, when removed 
by death, for their surviving families. This 
obligation will, doubtless, be cheerfully and prac­
tically recognised by the Wesleyan community 
in Nova Scotia, whose spiritual interests have 
been so long-cared for and promoted by those 
who have distributed among them the word of 
life.

The Wesleyan Ministers of Nova Scotia are 
connected with, and form a component part of 
the British Wesleyan Conference. The majority 
of them are subscribers to the Legalized Fund, 
organized in England, and sustained by the an­
nual subscriptions of its members, by public con- 
nexional collections, and the Individual donations 
of oar friends. From the number of claimants 
apon tins fund, although the annual subscription 
M large when compared with the limited resour­
ces of the ministers, it b inadequate to furnish 
for them a suitable provision in their declining 
years. The proceeds of the fund have therefore,

Ztbe case of Supernumerary Missionaries, and 
i families of deceased Missionaries, to be sup­
plemented by an annual grant from the general 

Missionary Fund, without which many of them 
would be in circumstances ofpainful destitution.

It b contemplated by the Conference and Mis- 
imuary Committee to establish, as soou as practi­
cable, a Conference, or Conferences, in the 
British North American Wesleyan Districts, and 
ia all probability to plane them in a federal rela­
tion to each other, and to tile Wesleyan Confer­
ence in Canada West, thereby giving greater 
fraedomnf action to the Ministers and Societies 
ia the Provinces, and constituting a general con­
federation of Methodism which cannot foil by its 
harmonious and united co-operation to give to 
every branch of it increased [lower and efficiency. 
As preliminary to such an organization, it is ne­
cessary that the whole financial economy of tbe 
Wesleyan Connexion be introduced into each 
District, and the way thus opened for the due 
exercise of that influence bv the lay-memliers of 
the Church recognized by the general principles 
oflthe body, and so effectively in o{x: ration in 
Great Britain awl Ireland, in Canada West, and 
in the United States of America.

In view of these facts, the thought suggested 
itself soon after my arrival in this District, that a 
plan might be devised by which, without pecu­
niary inconvenience to any of our members, a 
District Fund could be established which would 
after a short period relieve the Missionary Com­
mittee from the item of exjiendituro above refer­
red to, and so enable them the more widely to 
extend the circle of their evangelistic lalours over 
the dustitutçjjgrtjgQi of the earth,—an object 
which must commend itself to the judgment anil 
best feelings of all who consistent ly pray for the 
•peedy universal triumph of the Redeemer's 
cause.

1 apprehend that I need not stay to prove th.it 
it is the duty of Wesleyans in the Missionary Dis­
tricts, as well as in the home work, to endeavour 
to make prmnsion for those whose liest energies 
have beeiujle.voted to sow and cherish among them 
the seed <ff the kingdom. Tho duty w ill lie ad­
mitted, and the question to be settled is. How 
can it lie accomplished't The. subjoined plan 
theoretically answers this quo it ion, and it remains 
for our Church and Congregations to give the 
theory a practical realization.

The plan, it will lx: seen, is based upon the 
principle of a joint-stock, nr mutual lienefit as- 
sixnation among the Ministers, assisted hy gene­
ral periodical contributions by tie' societies and 
congregations. Tho average of the collections 
and subscriptions required in the estimate made 
arc so low that they,cannot lie regarded as bur­
densome, or as necessarily interfering with other 
objects of utility for which contributions are ask­
ed from time to time ;—while itAgjll lie found on 
examination that the estimated sums cannot fail 
to constitute and sustain a fund, in all future time 
oom|ictent to meet the claims as set forth in the 
scale of appropriation. The only feature of the 
plan which las occurred tome as presenting diffi­
culty in its accomplishment is that which requires 
so large an amount to be paid by the Ministers 
respectively, and especially by the senior portion 
of them, as arrears of subscription. Tlffi 1 have

I.
■o'doubt will be partially obviated by the liberal­
ity of our friends exceeding the average estimate 
of circuit contributions and collections, and there­
by enabling the Fund to go into operation even 
with a lower scale of arrearages payable by their 
Ministers. I am the more encouraged to foster 
this hope by the successful appeal made to the 
classes in Halifax at the recentquarterly visita­
tion. The amount eubecrilied here is nearly 
four times the estimated average stated in the 
plan. I trust that this laudable example will be 
followed up, generally, throughout the District 
Should the class suliecriptions reach the average 
of six pence per member per annum this would 
reduce the payment of ministerial arrears liy one 
half. And why cannot this tie accomplished ? 
Imt our Ministers and official Members engage 
promptly and energetically in so good a work, 
and their united efforts will, through the blessing 
of God, be successful.

Many of our beloved people are, by the favour 
of Divine Providence, in circumstances enabling 
them to assist this desirable object by special do­
nations, which will be thankfully received by the 
Ministers and Stewards of the respective Cir­
cuits.

The feasibility of establishing this Fund has 
been the subject of much consideration, which 
has resulted in the firm conviction that it can 
and will be accomplished. To doubt this were 
to fix an unmerited stigma upon the character of 
Nova Scotian Wesleyans.

The grounds upon which this conviction reste 
may be briefly stated thus,

1. There are in the home-work of the British 
and Irish Conferences 1150 effective Ministers, 
and 220 Supernumeraries, being nearly in the 
proportion of one to foe. Some of the* Su­
pernumeraries are brethren who have been em­
ployed in the Mission field.

2. There are in the Wesleyan Missmon work 
884 effective Ministers, and 10 Supernumeraries, 
being one to tkirtg-eigkt.

3. There are in the Canada Conference 115 
effective Ministers, and 21 Supernumeraries, 
being one to fee.

4. The total number of effective Ministers thus 
specified is 1649, and of Supernumeraries 251, 
being about one to six and a half.

i. There are in the Nova Scotia District 28 
effective Ministers, and this plan proposes to 
make provision for five Supernumeraries, of the 
senior class of claimants, being a larger propor­
tion than is found in any of tlw specified depart­
ments of thb connexion.

6. The total number of years spent in the iti­
nerant work by the Ministers of this District, in­
cluding thoee on trial, or recommended, is 887. 
A ministerial subscription, averaging one Pound 
for each of those years, with tho class subscrip­
tions amounting to one penny per quarter per 
member, and the public collections at the low 
average of five shillings from each congregation, 
would produce with accumulation of interest, in 
1856, the sum of £1635 8s. 1 Id., as a fund for 
permanent investment ; the annual interest of 
which, with the annual sultscrijitions and collec­
tions would place £258 fis. Hid. at the disposal of 
the Directors for annual distribution, winch would 
more than meet fire maximum claims.

As it is not probable that all the Sujemume- 
rary claimants will have reached the highest class 
in the scale of appropriation, this sum will be ad­
equate to meet also the claims of widows.

7. Should the class subscriptions average six 
pence jicr moodier yearly, the payment of an en­
trance fee of Five Pounds bv each Minister, 
without requiring the above proposed arrears of 
Ministerial subscriptions, would place annually at 
the disposal of the Directors, after 1856, and pro- 
hably at an earlier period, the sum of $291 
19s. Til. which would enable them to meet 
the ordinary claims, and leave an annual 
lialanee tor |x-rmam-nt investment, or tor appro­
priation for tbe maintenance of children, or to 
meet cases of sjiecial necessity.

8 Tlie average of the class sttlwri plions and 
public collections necessary to realize tho amount 
stated in either ol the two preceding jaragraphs, 
is so low that there can be no difficulty in'raising 
it in any place where our means of grace arc on 
joyed by the |«copie, while in many localities it 
will be greatly exceeded.

9. The interest on the sums to lx: invested for 
accumulation is calculated at six percent. There 
may bo somo loss resulting from noeossarv delay 
in making investments, ami there mav be claims 
for one or more widows lieforv 1856. lj„t the 
calculations tx-ing liased throughout upon the 
present numlx-r of mcmlx:rs and congregations, 
these probable losses will he made up by aug­
mented income, arising from increase of mem- 
Ixu-s and the entrance fees of young Ministers, 
which arc not included in tho estimate.

Before closing this communication. IlK-g to of­
fer the following suggestions as to the tx*sf mode 
of procedure on the respective Circuits.

1. Let the protiosed plan lx1 brought immedi­
ately before a meeting of the official members fiir 
full consideration, and lor the suggestion of anv 
alterations which may seem desirable: and let 
such suggestions lie forwarded to the Chairman 
of the District to be laid before the next District 
Meeting.

2 When the c men tréma* of" the
ter- is obtained. 1 : due diligence I

•ffieial mem-
• usd to ,il -

shall not be green for boy, ofmo^.v,, . 
or girls ol more than twenty year. / BX5#en' 
to relieve eases of special necetiitv ‘ f*1

nual nrtx ewlc i- • ; ,u •< toy bin,.

tain the subscriptions in the classes, and to make 
the collections in every congregation.

3. Let a re|x>rt lx* forwarded as early as con­
venient from each Circuit to the Chairman of the 
District, stating the amoiflit which nay lie fitirlv
relied upon, and accompanied by a remittance of' foregoing scale, the'n each 
the sum collected, which can lie immediately safe-1 his or her due proportion of tfo«ÜÜÜZ?H 
ly invested at a productive rate of interest.

4. Let these
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remittances be made with all 
practicable regularity, go as to reach the 
Treasurers hy the last day of October, Jamtarv, 
and April, and in all cases let the balance in 
band be brought to the District Meeting.

6. Let the woVk be entered upon in humble 
dependence upon the Divine blessing, and with 
fervent prayer for his gracious sanction of this 
attemjit to promote the interests of the Uedeeiu- 
er's Kingdom.

Having thus attempted the performance of the 
task devolved upon me by the District Meeting,
I leave the matter in the hands of the Ministers 
and Members of the Church, confidently antici­
pating their cordial, united, and successful co-op­
eration. I am,

Dear Brethren and Friends,
Your servant in Christ,

Halifax, Sept. 3,1850. Epiim. Evans,
Ch’ui’n N. S. District.

P. S. John II. Anderson, Esq., of Halifax, 
having kindly consented to act in connexion with 
the Cnairman of the District, as a joint Treasur­
er, remittances may be made to either of those
parties- ' E. E.

IVRAFT OF CONSTITUTION.

1. That any Minister now in tho District, or 
who may be hereafter sent thereto, may become 
associated with the Fund by paying thereinto the 
amount exhibited in the scale hereto annexed, 
graduated according to the number of years gnch 
Minister may have been in our itinerant work.*

2. That each Minister employed under the di­
rection of the District Meeting, and each person 
recommended by the District Meeting, and em­
ployed as a Candidate for our Ministry, shall pay 
annually into the said Fund, at the District Meet­
ing the sum of One Pound, five shillings, cur­
rency.

8. That in addition to the annual payment re­
quired by the second article of this constitution, 
an entrance fee of Five Pounds shall be paid by 
each new member admitted after the establish­
ment of the Fund.

4. That any Minister, on being removed from 
the District, shall be at liberty to remain a mem­
ber of the Fund, l>y continuing to pay thereinto 
annually tho sum of Two Pounds, ten shillings, 
or mav cease to be a mendier, and in the latter 
case stall be reimbursed the full sum be has paid 
in.

5. That any Minister who shall withdraw or 
be expelled from the Wesleyan Church shall for­
feit the amount he has paid in and shall cease to 
have any claims on the Fund ;—but the District 
Meeting may return the amount paid in, to any 
person who, having Wn a Candidate for our 
Itinerant Ministry, stall not lx* deemed eligible 
for admission into full connexion.

6. Tliat no Minister lx-coming a Supernumer­
ary lxifore he has travelled the full (x'riod of ten 
years, and paid the required subscriptions, shall
have anv claim on the Fund.—-That no widow ! ...„, i ai- d t; ■ ; , i .■ i , 
shall be a claimant unless her husband shall prior ] ’ ", . ,*! . , , .
to his decease have travelled the full jxriod often I wluih hc conc,uded b.v “M"* ^ w>»P*W
years, and paid the required subscriptions.__But | to ol,er>,lur did he intend to make one. A keg
the annual Meeting may nqiay to any such non- and affiliated conversation ensued, ie "which 
claimant widow the full sum paid in by her hus­
band, at the next AmmalMecting aller his de­
cease.

7. That the claim of any Minister's widow 
shall cease on lier remarriage. That no widow 
shall have anv claim on the Fund the age of 
whose husliamlat the time of their marriage was 
inure than forty years, unless she at the tune

the annual proceeds of the Fund foi
In 1V1V tho nf.la

9. That no .■Supernumerary'shall be cfo^_
ble upon tlie I und until the Dittric M 
1856, unless it shall appeaTto ti'tnc state of the Fund ^warTut^JL^ 
ot claims at an earlier period • — W®*®'
of the death of anv Minister jiVC5w
no.1 the claims of his widow sSTfo ^'T

10. That a public collection «fou fo
r«ud, according to tbe feregofe- «u "" * 
all our congregations annuaUr: and —«• • 
shall be made for subscriptions and^£S? 
in every class, to raise the average sum 
penny per quarter from eachlneafor 
ALnistcr neglecting to make the said cofor^îî 
or application, shall he liable for his de&riTi 
nay such sum into the Fund as the 
Meeting shall jndge might have been rah^tfo 
due exertion on his Circuit;—aid__
^*hf111 refiw to with this ndeiS
forfeit tlie amount hc may have paid m. 3 
shMl have no chum for himself or hisfkmilT «Z, 
his superanniation or decease.

Revised copies of this address and r__i:
tution, in pamphlet form, will be shnrtWere 
pared, and forwarded to the respective Cur” 
for distribution.

CONEEEFNCE ISTELLIfiEKK.- - - - - -
(CONTINUED.)

Wednesday, Aug. 14th.—A protracted et*, 
versation took place on the subject of 
men Classes, of a highly interesting dwiacter, 
which terminated in the adoption of r«aiati*s 
intended to give additional efficiency fc m» 
tcrial effort to promote the spiritual i*n st 
the juvenile portion of our coi^reptioM. A 
committee was appointed, and authcried feete- 
nexion with the Chairman to appoint a smtitis 
jierson iu each District, who sliall comsdkr *» 
self particularly charged with the intewli gf *s 
Catechumen department

Explanatory statements were made ky tk 
Rev. P. Duncan and the Rev. W. Athsrte*, re­
lative to certain agitations on their rcipteoties 
Circuits—Spitalfields and Wakefield—tad of 
the Disciplinary steps taken under peenfiv sip 
cumstanevs. The course pursued was satititetoy 
to the Conference.

The Stations, as revised, were read withoet 
renark, and tlie Conference adjourned.

At the evening sitting, the Minutes on Mr. 
Rowland's ease were again read. The President 
enquired of Mr. R. whether he was prepared to 
apologize to tlie Conference, as he bed been re-

many of the ministers manifested a most fraternal 
desire to bring Mr. R. to just views of his peritioa 
and duty. As hc persisted in his refusal, it ws« 
finally moved, that it was the opinion of tbe Con­
ference that, while Mr. Rowland held hisprewnl 
principles, ho ought not to be allowed to take » 
Circuit ; that he oc advised to retire as a Super-

., • , . . - ----- — i numcrarv ; and that three Ministers, who *tgb*
their marriage was at least thirty five years ofjn.side near the place of his location, should hr 
age. Un t ic first manage of any Minister, a and instructed to hold intercoms will,
meunier of tins I und he shall ray into fhe Fund him during tlx- year, aud endeavour to bring h* 
the smn ol One Pound for each year bv which -
his own age sliall exceed that of "his wife ;—and 
in cases of second marriage there shall lx: paid 
tlx- sum of Fire Pounds, in addition to the like

of I

sum ot One Pound jx*r annum for tlie said dispa­
rity of age.

8. That tlie following shall be the ordinary 
scale of annual allowances to claimants ; viz :
1. A Stqiermuncrary, having travelled

.'K> or more years - $25 o 0
His wife - . . 25 o 0

2. “ 2a and less than 30 years - 22 lo t)
1 lis wife - - " - - 22 10 0

8. “ 2<i and less than 25 “- - 20 0 0
Hi* ......................................... 20 0 0

4. “ 15 and less than 20 - 17 in 0
His wile - - - -17 10 0

5. “ 10 and less than 15 “- - 12 10 0
His wife - - - - 12 10 0

Widows shall have the sanie daims 
wives of Supernumeraries.—When the 
"ill allow itv/dtcr the full payment of the alum* 
ordinary claims, the Directors mav render 
stieh assistance as they shall deem 'necessary 
toward the maintenance of the children of de­
ceased Ministers, provided that such assistance

Hie eu.o hi re n-f.-rnsl to contcanelfltes The raisiné of
n sum i mm I to 11 is*r n mmm for tlie whole is-ricl .aille 
l u-i itiuc nine-: t :ia- Meu-ur- u.-w iu the Lii-tric*

as tlie 
Fund

to a better mind.
The President then put the resolution to tor 

Conference, when it was unanimously adopted, 
with the exception of two votes.

Tlie Président observed that he hail great pain 
in communicating to Mr. Rowland the deewf 
to which the Conference lad come, hut the i oonf 
hc had pursued had rendered it unavoidable, 
was then resolved that Mr. Rowland snensl 
required to remove from Norfolk, where , 
(.-codings have promoted the agitation ot 
Society. r

Thursday.-Mr. Bromley's ca«e.-The v«=- 
inittce apjxjinted to consider Mr. Brouuei s 
brought in their repirt, recommending raa 
should have permission to appear before A 0 
fer any reason he thought proper in extcnuii ^ 
of, or apologv for. his proceedings- This n ^ 
mendation was adopted, and notice aas £ / - 
accordingly to Mr. Brtxnlcy. . , ■

The Conference was chiefly occupied ,
the day in considering the Stations for ,
year. In the ■Course of the bu-nness. w 
Ministers who had not cxcreistxl disetpune I 
offenders during the last year, were intern r 
re-pecting their intentions for the fiiturr 

Dr. Beaumont, in particular, said, t 
sidcred the direction of tlie Conference^ ^ ^ 
his onlv rule, in the exercise of dimp m 5 ,;V 
-hould te-1 himself lxe.iiid to carry it out- -

win did not walk in the groove. | 
' “ thv I m *'v ,bl' f onlvri in v ought tof 
'. ,1’ u3,i ffitferen. es of opinion with many 
! ,,h-, n. but had no ilitferete.-c with tu 
r'n. i iie. A- to what he -lumld do in ]* 

winch might arise he could not sal 
L. Ministerial i«ower, as ex. ixi-eil 1 

.. , 1' tin- Conlvn iive. must Ik- broil
u'harmony with the wdl ol the Cotiferetil 

llolt Circuit.—A con vei-sation anise red 
, tvr addressed hy two individuals, re I 

* thcm-clves to be slewanls of this Carl 
I'Lim, the Minister ap^inte 1 there, tl^ 
, ,U lx-neither house nor quarterage tor 
, (.,wuiu atteged grev.em-es were rel 
which U-nuinatisl by the Conteix-nee il 
Mr ltvilden, the late Superintendent ot I 
curt, to return immediately and take pi 
yt the house. T

Mr Bromlcv’s case.—The ( ommitteel 
Kwxfliev's case reported that when tlievj Kiouro-cloA, Mr- Bromley <UJ
letter, declining to app-ar Ixdore the Lo- 
.^1 jjying he hail nothing to oiler in 
non, apology, or retraction, in reti-rem 
..roeissliugs- 1 he letter, in ollvusive td 
Lated wlat Mr. Bromley lad previoif 
Linst the tow of 1835 The Conmntl 
tiered the Conference lad no altcnatil 
«-pirate Mr. Bromley from his eomiexiJ 
ai a minister.

X motion to that effect was, after 
venation, unanimously adopted by t 
enco. with the exception ol one dissent! 
it was officially declared from the chairl 
Bromley was cx]ieUed. I

Friday-—Nearly the whole of the dal 
copied with the consideration of the SI 
In the course of the day, a letter was ■ 
Mr Claries Welch, of HuU, acknowh1
receipt of a letter of tlanks wWrceae
bv the Conference for his pamphlet on! 
ject of “ Lay Delegation.” Mr.Welch!

he felt thankful to Almighty God! 
tkingx First, for a sound Wesleyan 
Hh tether’s invariable usage was, «
Conference session, specially to conu
hmlly »ltwr that assembly ot Ministers I 
doo and protection of God ; and thi 
earliest childhood, hc was taught to r* 
uigfow judicature of the Connexion, 
sobsequent reading and mature reflJ 
confirmed and amplifiixl his confided 
divine apparatus of Methodism to susl 
paired the attacks of enemies, aud io J 
vast and glorious umlcrtakiugs. 1 hi 
«fall, he was humbled to think that, 1 

. djffiowitxw they were uow called on t 
perhaps unsur|Ossi'il in Christendom, I 
roudescend tlius ajiprovingly to notiil 
Vires [

The business of the day was condil 
election of Chairman of Districts ami 

• L
Ixiyal Address to the Queen, on til 

Prince.—A letter was read by the I 
from Sir (i. Grey, .-wknowh-lgmg he| 
gracions reception ot this addit-ss.

Saturday.— Tlx- Conference of 
Burt, Chat man ol tlie Newcastle Dil 
duced this subject. AHit some cour 
was agreed that the Conference sliotj 
next year in Neiveastlc-upm-T yne, 
tcudauec of Ministers limited to 
Lumlrvd anil fifty. A Committee w-l 
to fix the numlx-r that should attvMil 
District, whose ixqxirt was subsequel 
in and adopted.

In tbe course of tbe day, a letter "J 
the Rev. James Metliley, nientioir 
other subjects, that in a late nunilx-J 
h ijnn Times, which lie designated a n 
lubricating journal, he w as represcii 
lonuer of Methodism ;—that lie cJ 
view it as a great injury and a flag."! 
inflicted up>n him. and liât, as to I 
brethren who were not acquainted I 
was ealcutote.il to lower him in tlieil 
and wither their confidence in hi- cf 
thereiiire, begged to a-sure the Coil 
with the elass of pTsons di-ignated 
Methodism, he had no synqathy. I 
proceedings he tl-lt tin- utmost abhJ 
*• Methislisui as it is." he felt a grl 
ux nt. It piseesec-il a scriptural jal 
salutarv ffisciplini". and a scripturall 
each ol’these ill partments. it fad ill 
al of hi: judgment and the since re F 
his heart : to lx- faithful to it, aei | 
ability, was the dictate ol his i uns 
endeavour of his life

A letter, vouched in offensive til 
r.xvl from Mr. Rowland, requestinl 
of the Conference n -pec ting the tl 
inov.il from the Norlolk District, a| 
his future residence.

Several Offic ial Apjmifitments ’
The President ancl Secretary. v| 

ton were iqqsjinted to attend the 
I. reive

The president and the Rev. 
w.-re nppnnt' d to visit Scotland 
t "ti of the >li—ionarv cause, and | 
Financial District Mee ting 

The President and tin Rev Ro 
iiRio-nte l to af'end tin- South 
M v-:- ... 1 , *■ i, -id < av.l !'■ in


