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Litany of the Faithful Depavted,
REV. FREDERICK (i} ORGE LEE,
Lord, have mercy,
Christ, have merc
Lord, have merc;

Ancient of Da 3

ye, Thy servants meet
o bow betore Thy merey-se:

I'hou Father, Son, and I
|
Have mercy, Lord, on all wh t
In place forlorn and lonely
Oatside Thy peaceful p
D

Thase were the work of Thine own hu

I'hy promise sure forever stands ;

Release them, Lord, from pam and hands
Miserere, Domine

|
Lord Jesus, by Thy sacred name
By Thy meek sutfering and
I’'reserve these souls from eru

Mi

are, D

By sweat of Blood and Crown of Thorn i

By Cross to Calvary meekly borne, |

Be Thou to them salvation’s horn, |
Miserere, Domine, |

By Thy five wounds and seven crie

By pierced Heart and glazing eye

By Thy dread, awful sacrifi
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Miserere, Domine

When here below are lifted up

I'he Sacred Host and Blessed Cup,

Soon with Thee, Lord, may each one sup
Miserere, Domine

By Raphael's powers and Michael’s might,
By all the ordered ranks of light,
Battalions of the Infinite,

iserere, Domine,

3y Martyrs’ pangs and triniaph palm,
By Saints rong faith, confessors’ psalm
By Mary's name, like Gilead's balin,

Miserare, Domine,

These souls forlorn, Redeemar blest
Never denied Thee, but contest :
Grant them at last eternal rest.
Miserere, Domine

On earth they failed from day to day
Oft stumbling on the narrow | S
Yet put their trust in Thee for aye.

Miserere

Domine

Let their chill desolation cease

Thy mercy shed and give release,

Thoi geant them everlasting peace,
Miserere, Domine,

Here months and years now come and go,

With summer gleam and winter snow :

Let fall Thy dew and grace bestow.
Miserere, Domine

Flowers fade and wither, such their dcom

Men fail and find the gaping tomb ;

With Thee Thy gardeus ever bloom.
Miserere, Domine,

Vision of peace so calm and bright,
After a long and darksome light,
Clothe them with everlasting light.
liserere, Domine

I'or these poor souls who may not pray

For gone 1s their probation day

We plead Thy Cross and humbly say,
Miserere,

Jesus, for Thee thay keenly long,
To company with saintly thron
And, ransomed, sing the new g

May they with saints in glory

Jomea with angelic orders

Link them with Thee in j
Miserere, Domine

Enter may they throngh heaven's door,

To walk in white on yonder shore,

Forever, Lord, for evermore !
Miserere, Domine,

Remember all their sighs and tears,
One day with Thee a thousand years ;
(Give peace, O Lord, and calm their fears !
Miserere, Domine
As pants the hart for cooling spring,
As bird flies home with wearied wing,
Homeward they turn; Lord, homeward
bring.
Miserere, Domine.
IR S

LENT.

Short History of Lent—The Practice of
Fasting Before Easter s as Old as
Chiristianity — Probably Originated
in Apostoliec Times,

Lent, with its sackcloth and ashes,
with its fast and abstinence, with its
enchanting wand dispelling all unbe®
coming sport and amusements aud is
stern dictum forbidding festivities and
social gatherings, is now at hand
Penance is so interwoven in the relig
ious beliefs of a Christian as to be
almost an integral part of his being
He recognizes the fact that he must do
penance in order to merit the good
will of heaven. And how beautitul to
see the Christian world kneeling in
penitential garb at the feet of God

tion of keeping the Lenten fast * ob

severe
ciplinary laws, made their observance
of the penitential season much more | iy
exacting and less sentimental than
at pre t.  To talk of the Lent of | ti
Tertullian’s time is to talk of bread |y
and water, sack-cloth and ashes, in | {,
the fullest eense of their meaning, of p
deep faith and close communion with
(od, such as the world does not now
behold The way it is now kept is | w
only a shadow of the old time-honored | t}
custorn.

In primitive times it had no uniform
duration. There is no allusion to the
forty days which the Church now makes
binding. It was only after the custom
itself was well established that the
length was prescribed. In the absence
of any general law to the coutrary,
each province, through its Bishop, de
termined the duration of its penitential
season : but all were agreed in one |
thing, namely, that it should take place
immediately before Easter, or the day | ¢
commemorating the resurrection of our
Saviour. Hence the non-uaiformity
of length of time which springs up in
different places. The people of some
localities fasted seven weeks, of others
four weeks, and of stillothers only three
As a rule the Greeks kept it seven
weeks, but excepted Saturdays and
Sundays ; and the Latins generally
kept itsix weeks, but excepted Sunday,
a custom to which they still adhere. St.
Gregory speaks of Lent as a little less
than twe months, while St. Augustine
calls it Quadragesima, and connects it
with the forty days’ fast of our Iord,
and also with that of Moses and Eiias.
In the fifth century the northern part
of Africa, which was then flourishing
and intensely Catholie, all Kgypt, Pal
estine and the West generally, kept it
for six weeks ; but, by excluding Sun
days, there were left thirty-six fast
days. Constantinople— which then
knew no religion but the Catholic—and
the Eastern provinces under its influ-
ence kept it for seven weeks, but by
excepting both Saturdays and Sundays,
there were left only thirty-five fast
days.

Along in the seventh century, the
Church, in order to insure uniformity
and to supply the extra four days, so
as to make the fast coincide with that
of our Lord, prescribed that it should
begin on the fourth day before the
first Sunday of Lent, thet is, on Ash
Wednesday. The whole Catholic |y,
Church has strictly adhered to this
rule from then till now. It begins on
Ash Wednesday, it ends with Holy | o
Saturday—just forty days, leaving the | ¢
Sundays out. When people observe

v

S€

1)
d

them, does it not look much like an
imitation of Chiist's conduct? ** And
when He had fasted tor forty days and
forty nights, afterwards He was
hungry.”

Tha enstom of sprinkling the fore

Lent (from the Anglo-Saxon lencten

which means spring) siznifies the fas

which takes place just before K

The Latins call it Qua :
by which is meant the )
throngh which it runs y

days were introduced 1o commemora
the forty days' iast of Christ in th

nubli
pub

't before He be;
ministry.  Christ, however,
institute Lent ; neither did He ovder
Iis disciples to fast, though at one
time He said they would fast when the
bridegroom, meaning Himself, would
be taken away from them. It is,
therefore, not of divine origin. It is
purely an ecclesiastical institution,
but one so thoroughly in harmony
with the spirit of Christianity as to be
inseparable from it.

Like many other practices and in-
stitutions of the Church, it hasan in-
teresting history. She goes back so
far and has passed through such dark
nights, whose blacknass no human eye
can pierce, and hasseen the beginning
and end of so much that it is impossi-
ble to account for everything. The
Lenten observance is one of these : in
other words its origin is lost in tha
gloom of the past. It is certainly a
very old practice, probably dating
back to the times of the Apostles. The
Scriptures, however, make no mention
of any fast before Laster; but early

did not |

faithful asked God's mercy

orthodoxy

this holy time as their veligion teaches | opypigtianity ?

efficacions s, that nature under ti

for them
selves and showed it to others—a time | ¢},0

1 which sinners had greater oppor

g1

me of mourning in which
ients, festivities and soci
were considered to b
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ARCHBISHOP O'BRIEN'S

TORAL.

tunities of being reconciled to God—a }
all amnse

gather

that the
and fortified
at is what Lent was to | hir
of ages long since gone | the deci
by, and that is its spirit to day.
may be a dark and gloomy picture of
six weeks of the welcome year — the | a
(God-given year, with its warmth and
sunshine, with its charms and beauty,
with its recurring secasons of activity
and repose — but it is no darker than
the spirit of Christ’s teachings, the uni-
versal testimony of the early Catholic
writers, and the constant ruling of the
'y age of her long exis
ence will warrant us in drawing,—

out
a time in which the body was | tho
mortified by discipline

soul § doctrinal
might be

This | tim

of

PAS-

Corpelius, by the Grace of (iod and the

Favor of the Apostolic See, Arch

bishop of Halifax :

Benediction in tho Lord,

Dearly Beloved—Among the various
duties of the Bishops of the Catholic
Church thereis, as you are aware, the
one of visiting, at certain times, the
of giving an

icar of Christ, and

account to him of the state of
cese, especially in its spiritual and re
Apostle
St. Paul, in his epistle to the Galatians,
is careful to tell us that he had gone to
three
years after I came to Jerusalem to see
stayed with him

gious aspect. The great

ee  Peter, saying: *‘‘Ther
eter, and

ays" (I. 18). In like

enefit of mankind.

n absurdity in which

an Dbelieves.

To the Clo,rgy, Religious Orders, and
Laity of the Diocese, Health and |1

the dio

i 18

It is feit

tifteen
manner
Bishops of the Church from every land
have been going for the past eighteen
hundred years to Rome *‘to see Peter,"
who lives in his successor, the Pope.
Communion with him has ever been,
as it now is, the one supreme test of
This fact is being gradu
ally realized in our day by many who,
as yet, are without the fold.
there must be a centre of authority, in
a system of religion revealed for the
Either thete mist
be authority, or Revelation must be
made directly to

the | power,

each individual,
no Chris
What warrant has a
man for the supernatural truths of
God has not revealed
them directly to him ; neither has his
intelligence demonstrated them.
holds them on an authority which is
not merely that of his father ov mother, | of  the
nor merely that of books, whose anth
enticity and ingpiration have to bo

He | Sperates (Ecel. hist , book 11, chap. b

from the beg

control was the motive at the| ) ) !

S e et g iy ) : y > ‘ the Popes or Bishops of Rome 5 the
served by the Chureh. [t may be | back of the practice of fasting and | jawinl Ih,‘”-‘ of P .{ his st ‘fv 1 I|
D NOose at 15a won : Padr} ¢ 3 l u 3 f , his successors in
”..1 DOS( lI. too, that the great faith of abstaining during the Lententide. Tt | headship of the Church, and the
16 y Christians as well as their | was, therefore. a ti in whi L e Mt

ari) é Vi ), a time in which the | i, itor ivileres ¢ e
belief in the efficacy of atn. ) i ritors of his privileges and pre

imitation of St
Bishops in the e
Christianity went
and remained wil
some days, to give an account o
work : to receive words of encourag
ment and instruction, and to learn,
fountain truth
questions,  Disputes
referred to him for settlement ;
1 were appeals made, not

rogatives. In Paul,

rly centurics

uecessor,

source, the on all

were
and to
ouly from
ision of a single Bishop, but, at
from the seutence of a powel
ful national synod.  We shall cite only
few of the many examples that
abound in the history of the Church

In the year 90, whilst yet St. John,
the loved Apostle, was alive, a serious
dispute at Corinth was veferred to
Pope Clement. In a letter in which he

horts, reproves and instructs with
an authority assured and recognized,
he pointe out the duties of all, and
sends delegates to see that his decisions
are carried out. We learn from his
torians of the time that peace was
restored . Teachers of heresy were
condemned and excommunicated by
the Popes, and this entailed separation
from the universal Church. In 110
Pope Hyginus excommunicated Cer
don, a Syrian : Pope St. Vietor excom
municated Theedatus of Byzantium
in 196, and all Easiern Bishops fol
ved his axample Rat it ie
less to mention the many who were from
time to time cut off from the com
munion of the Church by the sentences
e Pope. About the year 310
was p lent in the
prelates  had been
driven from their Sees by the heretical
Bishops who had gained over to their
side the civil power. They even
sent deputies to Rome, hoping to in
duce Pope Julius to ratify their
actions. DBut he, having examined the
cause of the exiled Bishops, acted in a
manner that proves his recognized
The historian Sozomen (Ecel.
hist., book IIL., chap. 8 says: ‘‘The
loman DBishop, on learning the
accusation against each, and finding
that they all held the same opinions
as himself with reference ta the doc
trine of the Council of Nice, admitted
them to communion ; and as by the
dignity of his See, the care of all de
volved on Li:, he restored to each his
own chureh.” Moreover, he adds :
‘“ He wiote to the Bishops of the East,
and rebuked them for having judged
these prelates unjustly. t t #
He summoned a few among them to
appear hefore him on a day named,
that they might account to him for the
sentence they had passed.” A similar
account of this event is given by au
other Greek historian of the period,

nood

But perhaps the most striking example
supreme authority of the
Pope is the action of Nicholas in re
gard to Ignatius, Patriarch of Con

head with ashes on Ash Wednesday | proved Behind these, aud prior to stantinople.  This latter had been
has 4 somewhat surprising ovizin and | them, there must be a living, visible, | hanished from his See by the civil
Linteresting  history I primi spraking organdivinely instituted ¢ ‘ power, and Photius appointed in his
times hes were not placed on the waraunteed against errvor or failure, | gread Pope Nicholas was appealed
| beads of iy ( runinAa { wheh can infaliibly testify to th y by both Ignatius and the Fmper
| Publiz p ts alo 3 S d | antnority of the books, decide their | The latter sought the Pope's confir
| v \ I'h ] Lo D | trua m aning, and ratify m *';I‘Nv tth mation of Photius, the former his
| a0 th \ As { iing of the parents, If Chris vindicati Tha Pope scut
| \ il Poi Lo heard | ity is to be taken as an historical { ites to stantinopls to - en
| thesa words Romember, man, that | if parents are to be ju "5|l*.'1 in te: mire and to report to him the
how avt dust, and back to dust thou|ing its truths to their children, such | jyets. The delegates were cajoled
shalt return. Do penance, that you | an authority must exist. | and intimidated into  joining with

may possess everlasting life.” There
was always sympathy for these public
sinners, and soon their friends came
and received the ashes with them, but to
the latter the words, ** Do pansuce,”
ete., were not addressad, as they were
not considered sinners. Gradualiy the
number of svmpathizers grew, includ-
ing relatives, friends and acquaint-
ances, until finally, in the course of
time, the whole congregation was
sprinkled with ashes, as symbolical of
man’s origin and last end.

* Duat thou art, to dvst returneth,

‘Twas not spoken of the soul.’

We have thus seen that Lent, as we
now have it, is an old institution. It
sprang into existence when 'l'airh was
strong, when religious teachings were
thought more of than worldly prin-
ciples of wisdom, greatness, Or re:
nown—when the world was governed
by men whom all acknowledge to have
been immeasurably our superiors in

ence
known.

succession of

and

Now, as a fact in history, the exist | the
religion
eighteen hundred years or more is well
It is also known that it never
did, and does not now, consist in a
identical revelations to
aach succeeding generation, but in a
continuous teaching of the same truths
through the ages.

of the Christian

elucidated ;
beauties

was to spring up a
tree, .rooted and groun

environment.

God's

With the growth
development of human intelli
gence these truths have been more .ful’y
expounded ; the underlying principles
more clearly
inner

and their
revealed in keeping
with the needs and longings and as
pirations of the human heart in its
ever-changing
word, as made known by our Saviour, ‘ AN
was a ‘‘grain of mustard seed,” from | :.md‘Jurumlvm, he (-ny'nm-.d on tl{u-n
which, according to His promise, there | in virtue of his “‘ apostolical mnhnrn_\"
great and shapely | that they should hold thu' same senti-
ded in eternal ! ments as he held regarding Ignatius

enemiecs of Ignatius; and in a

for | council of thres hundred and sixtecn )
Bishops they concurred in a sentence | ally acquainted with almost eve

him, and rec

of deposition against It
Notwith

nized Photius as Partriarch

nulled the action ot
whom he censured and deposed He

the Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antiocl

truth, lifting heavenward its fraitful | and Photius.

! hranches, and affording a sa

fe refuge '

The acknowledged power and privi

standing this, so fully was the power o al i .
and justice of the Pope believed in that | as Judge of the ( riminal Court, a posi
Ignatius appealed to Nicholas ** as the | tion he held from the time the court
g

judge and patriarch ot all the Sees, the

his delegates,

wrote to the Emperor condemning the a desire to join ity and i the event of | agqiariam,
deposition of Ignatius ; and addressing
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1 ( earth, and w raig 1"
| 138 impossiblo But mly  doe and b s 4 .
|the  Christian  heart long  for|clear
[nm" of faith and feel its j ibility, | ine t
l\r'U our Saviour's word gives a firm|] 4 | ;
I:l~nn.nn~-w! :IA* necessary provision | [ y i . 1
for realization ‘““And 1 say to|oessary 1 it
thee, thou art Peter, and upon this|drew hissword. a 1 w '
rock I will build my Church ; and the | took down he¢ pular fr )‘ t}
gates of hell shall not prevail against | pipe, kissed it, and x\\
it ; and I will give (o thee the keys of | it on his brea No ont
the kingdom ot heaven And whatso |after that, hu P h : ( ‘\-
ever thou shalt bind upon earth it|\he more for h :i rard ol
shall be bound also in heaven :nuij\.‘\”,‘ 1 Cath ‘f N ot ‘
whatsoever thou shalt loose wupon |
earth it shall be loosed also in heaven” | g bl
Math vl 18 Pligis wanda l“‘ll"_‘le\“-'.dll? Devotion to Qur La
[

inanifest the indestructible

nature of |  Our Episcopalian
h, indicate its g

f unity }11\1"1!"'1’
and justity the rule of St. Ambrose for |

brethren in 1)

the Chu 1 th [

centr

o Loyt b 5 Pt it} jof the d on of their **(
ecognizing ! ere Peter i ey N ti I
is ‘I“<.-l !xm:h X ;\\»: ll! was lv“\li'l'lvl'llutlﬂll }lm‘l i 1 .l“ ol T
him and was to endure, it follows that .1”.“ { ”‘-‘ll” : .‘ : "l S
now, as then, the one .;unn';nv test ot "N- “”‘ll".l " ‘lﬂl' il vt
el dnac N b hiy _}"T'“I wome y altars were gorg
t>1.l\n 3 ; n I'llllllll with him llwl\\”h flowers nd caudles and
his successor the | ope. i]‘.(v[,,r‘ isted by deacon and u
e & {deacon, celebrated Solemn High (
CATHOLIC PRESS. 1mum m dervice, the ofticiating choi
i [singing Mozart’s Seventh Mags, Car
A new encyclical, relating to *‘ the | Knowles (a “* big gun " in the | pis
return of the English races to Catholi- |pal church) preached an  ¢loquent
cism,” is in preparation, and said to be |sermon on the text ‘ Bohold, from
nearly ready. The Holy Father ‘h-'llw‘lur.h all generations shall cal
answers in it the objections made (H!I!H‘ blessed His discourse evinced

the one recently addressed to the Ing- [torvor of « 1

rable altitude and a

1t
lish, which has caused such a sensa |[genuine love for the Blessed Vireis
tion in Angelical circleg, and indeed | He concluded with these words |
throughout the Christian world Its | know of no more touching salutat

publication will not take place just at | than the one of Gabriel to the Mothe
present, but will be in the near futnre !M God : none which so unites ea
The Hangartans are also 1o be nonored {and heaven ; none which o linl

by an encyclical on the occasion of the | gether the scen and the unseen noy
celebration of the millennium of their {and at the hour of our death. Hoy
independence. The Holy Father, |bewutiful the threcfold Aneelus—morn
whose love of justice is invate, would i g, noon and night-—-with recital o
not aillow such an event to pass un- [the mystery of the Incarnation., with
noticed Rome letter of Chicago New }i!w in\‘m"r\(l.w:w of her whom all genera

World. tions shall hail as blessed !
thon, Holy Mother,
Heaven, in the Creed and in the w
ship of the Church--and the defen
of many truths, the grace and smiling
light of devotion (8]
harbi "ol day ! O hope of the p

uch a
the Queen
Catholicity is progressing steadily in
Scotland.  Tor instance, in the chiet
Scotch city, Glasgow, in the early part
of the century a Catholic church wa
unknown, Now there are about

avary

twenty of them, some of which, for|&rim ! lead us still, as thou hast led u
size and architectural beauty, will [In the past, through the dark night,

compare with any church in the city,
to whatever creed it may belong.

across the bleak wilderness,
home of thy dear Son!

on to thn
Hail Mary, full

Among these is the Church of St,|of grace, the Lord is with thee
Francis, served by the ['ranciscan|Dlessed art thon among women and

Fathers, which was re-opened after |blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus

completion recently, with most im |Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for u
posing ceremony. The sermon W.’l‘-‘l“‘“'“”'»‘. now and at the hour of oui

preached by Cardinal Vaughan, aygdeath.”"—Ave Maria,
members of other creeds wore present
to testify to their appreciation of the
work of the good Vathers. The old
spirit of antipathy to everything per
taining to Catholicity is fast dying out
in Scotland, and net only is tolerance
practised towards the Church, but the
staunchest opponents of her doctiines
are not ashamed 1o identify themselves
with her work.— Baltimore Mirror

TSI AFEFALRS,

Timothy Healy has wrilten
Sexton, appealing to him to
leadership of the anti-Paroclitic
which Mr. Sexton recent
capt, althongh it was oft l 1 unanis
nously.  Mr. Healy oftors to withdraw from
the party if his retirement will indaee Me,
Sexton to accept the chairman<hip,  1f Mr
sexton will accept the lead arship without his
retirtement Mr. Hoaly promios that he will
cooperate with him hemnly,  Later al

week ex |state that Mr, Sexton will not ¢
Joseph, Ma , | bet vne leader of the party

: imothy Harrington, member for the 1

to Thomas
accept the
L position
to ue

1woes
On Wednesday of  last nsont to

Governor Woodson, of St

g . ) y R y da }
was baptized by Right R ¥ Bishop |50 Divigion of Duablin, movel
Jurke, assisted by FPather A Newman, | ment o the address, in fover ot}
of the cathedra that ciry ['he ; Lrish political prisons M Hs:
ceremony was performed av the ox ‘ \ R [ SV ERY ;
de D i
Governor's residence, in the p Ueo | e § l
ot his tamily I'he distinguis! no| ent v lel
| vert ne twenty Vi wak |y 1y oo : H
| Governor of I 1 L { i
ol the best chiet een I
has ever had o retired from offise | ' ‘
leaving behind him a name to bo proud | ! \
| in prison i
f \s an orator he has few | lated the laws 1o} \ i
equals, his fame in this respect jwith the regular wedical Wi vdin
extending from one end of the conntry | the condition of ) prisoners, but had ser
Wl T {15 bus Bouo: | wident | L0 #pecial physicims to investigate ar
| to the other 185 been a resident| o qrt, e had arrived at the conclusi

of St. Joseph since 1554, and is person- | that their being imprisoned did not endanror
y in- | their health. There was no special reason
why more indulgence should ha grantad to
these men than to non political prisoners
Their cases vould, howeve ba considered
shortly, and he would gladly avail himselt
of any considerations tonding to show that
there should be a mitigation of their sent
ences,

months ago, s

| habitant of the city. Notwithstanding
his advanced aze, nutil about one year
ago he was able to attend to his duties

was created until a fow R R =

successor of the Prince of the Apostles ' when he voluuntarily retired on ac Ha who \“'H!]‘h“l'l @ a loroie piem must
and the universal TPope.”  After count of his advauced age. In “""‘;‘ his wh ""l‘ ie ;" lisroie poen:. - Milton

, vers ope. sisls Yol ; Advice shold bo like a gentls fall of snow
mature examination 'm the whole ‘“‘f‘ ‘l,\”lu' (f‘ th'u ,‘.‘T“H.l\{'”“ 1 “I‘Il‘“l‘ and ot liks a driving stor ( hail, It
subject Pops Nicholas disowned and an-  Burke said i *“ Governor Woodson has | Gii’ cescond softly, aud not be. uttered

for years had a predileetion tor the | Lastuy.,
v Catholic Church, and finally expressed | Shakespears is an
Abbe Roux.

Follow thou me; ‘I am the way, the
truth and the life.”” Without the way there

ocean ; Addison, an

|

his death to dia in the Catholie faith. |

1 Y AS far as I can learn he had never is mo_going ; without the truth thora is mo

v been baptized, but always had & kpowing; without the life there is no livin:
' Jeaning toward the Catholic Church. I'homas & Kempis,

I have not been acquainted with the  Friends fall off ; friends mistake us ; the

1 \ ¥

Governor long. I first visited him ;'lh‘lm:'".!h:'y ;'u-u;y nnhlwlm,th\,\ 20 a

y & ay dio ; t G 18 rerlasting: o

last summer by request before going to hppy G0y it od 18 evarlasting and inca

! . ) ' able of changa, and to Him we may look wit
. Rome, and did not see him again until cheerful, unpresumpiusus hope,




