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Of grace and love yet lowing down
‘l% pardon and to bless.
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That leads (o light and day, -
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0 feebler i the foe,
Not lots the need of armor tried,
Of shteld, and spear, and Low,

Jhus onward still we press,

Through evil and through good ;
Through pain, and poverty, and want,
Through perils and through blood ;

Still falthfal to our God,
And to our Captain true ;

We follow where he leads the way,
The Kiogdom in our view.

BEN HUR;
OR,
THE DAYS OF THE MESSIAH
BOOK FIRST.

CHAPTER 1V,
MELCHIOR,

The E.yptian and the Hirdoo looked
at each ul{el‘ ; the former waved his hand;
the latter bowed, and began :

“Qar brother hasapokeu well, May my
words be us wise.”

He broke (ff, r fl:cted a moment, then
resumed :

“You may kaow me, brethren, by the
name of Melchior, Iepeak to you ina
Jaoguage which, if not the oldest in the
world, was at least the sconest to be re
duced to letters—I mean the Sanscrit cf
Indis, T ama Hiudoo by birth, My
people were the first to walk In the fields
of knowledge, first to divide them, first to
make them besutiful. Whatever may
hereafter bufall, the four Vedas must live,
for they are the primal fountains of reli-
gion and useful intelligence,. From them
were derived the Upa Vedas, which, deliv-
ored by Brahma, treat of medicine, arch-
ery, architecture, music, and the four.
and-sixty mechanical arts ; the Ved- Angas,
revealed by inepired eaiuts, and devoted to
sstronomy, grammar, prosody, pronuncia-
tion, charms and incantatione, religious
rites and ceremonies ; the Up-Angas,
written by the sage Vyass, and given to
cosmogony, chronology, and geography ;
therein also are the Rimayana and the
Mahabharata, beroic poeme, designed for
the perpetuation of our gods and demi-

ods. Such, O brethren, are the Great

hestras, or books of sacred ordinances,
They are dead to me now ; yet through
all time they will serve to illustrate the
badding genfus «f my race. They were
promises of quick perfection, Ask you
why the promises failed ? Alas! the books
themoelves closed all the gates of progrees,
Uader pretext of care for the creature,
their authors imposcd the fatal priciple
that & man muost not address himself to
discovery or invention, as He.ven had
providcd him all things needful, When
that condition bicame a sacred law, the
lamp of Hindoo geiius was let down a
well, where ever stuce it has lighted uarrow
walls and bitter wate:s,

“These allusivna, brethren, are not from
pride, as you will understand when I tell
you thatthe Shastras teich a Supreme
God called Brahm ; also, that the Paran-
a3, or facred poems of the Up Avgas, tell
us of Virtue and Good Works, and of the
Soul. 8n, if my brother will permit the
eaying’—ihe rpeaker bowed defereuntially
to the Greek— ‘‘sges before his people
were known, the two great ideas, God
and the Soul, h:d ab:orbed all the forccs
of the Hindco mind. In further explana.
tion, let me say that Brahm is taught, by
the same racred books, as a Triad—Brah-
ma, Vishuu, and Shiva, Ofthese, Brabma
fasald to have been the author of our
#ace ; which, in course of creation, he
divided into four castes. First, he peopled
the worlds below and the heavens abuve ;
next, hb made the earth ready for terreat-
rial spirits; then from his mouth prc-
ceeded the Brabman cact, nearest in like-
wem to bimse!f, highest and roblest, sole
teachers of the Vedas, which at the seme
time flowed from hie lips in finished state,
perfect in all useful knowledge. From his
atais ne Xt iesued the Kshainya, or war-
riors; from his breaet, the seat of life,
came the Vaicya, or producere—shepherds,

'mers, m: rchauts ; from bis foot, in sign
of degiadation, eprarg the Sudra, or ser:
viles, doomed to menial duties for the
other classes—serfs, domestics, labourers,
articans, Take notice, furiher, that the
law, 2o born with them, forbade & man of
one caste becoming a membir of another;
the Brahman could not enter a lower
order ; if be violated the laws of his own
gnde, he became an outcast, lost to all

ut outeasts like himszelf,”

At this poiut the imagiration of the
Greek, flashing forward upon all the con.
scquer ces of euch a degradaiicn, overcame
his eeger attention, and ke e¢xclaimed,
“In such a state, O b:ethren, what mighty
need of & loving God !

“Yes,” added the Egyptian, ‘‘of a lov
iog Gud hke ours,”

The brows of the Hiudoo kiit pain
fully; when the emoction was spent, he
proceeded, in a toftened voice :

“I was born a Brahmen, My life, con-
acquently, was ordered down to its least
gct, its last hour, My firct draught of
nouri:hnen!; the giving me my com-
pound neme; taking me out the first time
to ece the sur; investing me with the
triple tlkread by which [ became one of
the twice borr; my iuduction futo the
first order,—veie all ceicbrated with
sacred texts and rigid ceremonfes. I
might not walk, eat, drink, or tleep with
out denger of violating a rule. And the
penalty, O bretbren, the penalty was to
my scul! Accurding to the degrees of
cmission, my esoul went to one of the
beavins—Indra’s the lowest, Brahma's
the highes!; or it was diiven back to be.
corae the life of a worm, a fly, & fich ora
brute, Thereward for ptrfect ob. eivance
was Beatituce, or absorption into the
beii g of Brahm, which was not existence
a8 much as ab.olute rest.”

The Hindoo gave himeelf a mowent’s
thouyb'; precceding, he eaid, “The pait
of & Bratman's life called the first order

fa bis student life, When I was ready to
enter sccond order—that is to say,
when wc.:udy to marry and become
& bousebolder—I que:tioned everytbing,
oven Brabm; I was s beretic. From the
de| of the well I had discovered s
H‘ t above, and yearned to
wkat it all shone upon, At with
what years of toil {—I stood in the perfoct
day, and bcheld the ple of life, the
element of religion, the liuk between the
soul and God—Love !”

The shrunken face of the good man
kindled visibly, and he clasped his hands
with force. A silence ensued, dud‘:{
which the others lcoked at him; the Gr.
through tears. At length heresumed :

“The happiness of love is in oction; its
test is what one is willing to do for others,
I eould not reest, Brahm bad filled the
world with eo much wiretchedness, The
Sudra appealed to m:; so did the countless
devotees ard vietims, The idaud of
Garga Legor lies where the sacred waters
of the Gauges disappear in the Indisn
Ocean, Thither I betovk myeelf. In the
shade of the temple built there to the
erge Kapila, in a union of prayers with
the disciples whom the earctified memory
of the ho'y man kceps arouud his house,
I thought to find rest, Bat twice every
year came yilgrimngu of Hindoos sceking
the purification of the waters, Their
mieery strergthened my love, Against
its impulse to speuk, I clenched my {‘tw";
for one word again:t B:abm or the Triad
or the Shastras would doom me; oue act
of kindness to the outcast Brahmans who
now and then dragged themselves to die
on the burning sands—a blessir g said, a
cup of water given—aud I became one of
them, lost to family, country, privileges,
caste. ‘I'he love conquered ! 1 spoke to
the disciples in the templ-; they drove me
out, Iepoke tothe pilgrims;they stoned
me from the fs'and. Oa the highways I
attempted to preach; my bearers fled from
me, or sought my life, In all India, fin-
ally, there was not a place in which I
coull fiad peace or safety—not even
amorg the outcasts, for tkough fallen,
they were etill believers in Brabhm, Inmy
extremity, I locked for a solitude in
which to hide from all but God. I fol-
lowed the Ganges to its source, far up in
the Himalsyas. When I entered the pass
at Hurdwar, where the river, in unstaived
purity, leaps to its course through the
muddy lowlands, I prayed for my race,
and thought myself lost to them for ever,
Through gorges, over cliffs, across glaciers,
by peaks that seemed star-bigh, | made
my way to the Lang Teo, a lake of mar.
vellous beauty, asleep at the feet of the
lise Gangri, the Gurla, snd the Kailas
Parbot, giants which flaunt their crowns
of snow everlastingly in the face of the
sun, There, in the centre of the earth;
where the Indus, Ganges, aud Brabma.
pootra 1ise to run their different course:;
where mankind took up their first abode,
and separated to repl.te the world, leav-
ing Balk, the mother of cities, to attest
the great fact: where Nature, gone back
to its primeval condition, snd secure in
ts immeneities, invites the ssge and the
exile, with promiee of safety to the one
and solitude to the other—there I went
to abide alone with God, prayirg, fasting,
waiting for death.”

Again the voice fell, and the bony
hands met in a fervent clasp,

“One night I walked by the shores of
the lake, and epoke to the listeuirg sil-
ence, ‘When will God come aud claim
His own ! Is there to be noredemption ¥
Suddenly a light began to glow tremu-
loutly out on the water; soon a star arose
and moved towsards me, and stood over-
head. The brightness stunned me, While
[ lay upon the ground, I heaid a voice of
iufinite : weetness say, ‘Thy love hath con
quered, Blessed ert thou, O Son of
ludia! The redemptic n isat hand, With
two others, from far quarters of the earib,
thou shalt see the Redeemer, atd be a
witness tbat He hath come. In the
mo:ning arise, ard go meet them; and
put all thy trust in tke Sp'rit which th.11
guide thee,’

“And from that time the light has
stayed with me; so I knew it was the
visible presence of the Spirit. In the
morning I started to the world by the way
I bad come. Ina cleft of the mountuin
I found a stone of vast worth, which |
soldin Hurdwar, By Lahore and Cabool
and Yizd, I came to Ispaban, There i
bought the came¢l, aud thence was led to
Bagdad, not waiting for caravans, Alone
1 tnvuil«d. fearless, for the Spirit was
with me, and is with me yet. Whatglory
i3 ours, O brethren! We are to see the
R-deemer—to speck to Him—to worship
Him! I bavedone,”

CHAPTER V.
BALTHASAR.

The vivacious Grcek bioke forth in ex-
pressiona of joy and consntu]ationa;nf‘er
which the Egyptian said, with character-
istic gravity:

“Iea'u‘e you, my brother, You have
suffered much, and I rjoice in your
triump h,  If you are both pleased to hear
me, | will now tell you who I am, and
how I c:me to be called. Wait for me a
moment.”

He went out and tended the camels,
coming back, he recumed his eat,

“Your woids, brethren, were of the
Spirit,” he said in commencement; “‘and
the Spirit gives me to understand them.
You esch epoke particularly of your
countriee; in that there was a great ot ject
wtich I shall explein; but to make the
interpretation complete, let me first epeak
of myse!f aud my pecple, 1 am Baltha
tar the Egyptian,”

The Jact words were spoken quietly, but
wi h 60 much diguity that both listeners
bowed to the speaker,

“There are many distinctions I might
claim for my race,” he ¢ nliuued; ‘but [
will conteut myself with one, History
bigan with us. Wae were the fitet to per-
Eexmfc evernts by records kept. So we

ave vo tradivione ; and instead of poetry,
we « ffer you certainty, On the focades of
palaces and temples, on obelisks, on the
inner walls of ton.bs, we wrote the names
of our kings, and what ttey did; and to the
delicate Yapy ri we entrusted the wisdom
of our philosophers aud the secrets of our
religion—all the sccrets but one, whereof
I will presently epeak, 'Older than the
Vedas of Para Brabm or the Up*Angas of
Vysss, O Melchior; older than the tongs
of Homer or the metaphysics of Plato, O
my Gaspar; vlder than the sacred books or
k!ngs of the people of Chins, or thore of
Siddartha, sun of the besutiful Maye;
older than the Genesia of Motche the
Hebrcw—oldest of human records are tke
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s

nro: the
m of Hellss, who, Guru.mﬁo
teachers of her teachers 1"

The Greek boﬂd, smiling.

“By thoserecords,” Balthasar continued,
“we know that when the fathers came
from the fer Esst, from the region of the
birth of the three sacred rivers, from the
cantre of the earth—the Old Izan of which
you spoke, O Melchior—came bringing
with them the bistory of the world before
the Flood, and of the Flood itself, s glven
to «u2 Aryans by the sons of Noah, they
tsught God, the Creator and the Beginning,
and the Soul, deathless as God, When
the duty which cslls us now Is hapyil.
done, if you choose to go with me, I will
show you the sacred library of our priest:
hcod ; amorg others, tke Book of the
Dead, in which is the ritual to be observcd
by the soul after Death has despatched it
on its journey to {'udgment. ‘The ideas
—God and the Immortal Soul—were
borpe to Mizraim over the desert, and by
bim to the bauks of the Nile. They were
then in their purity, easy of understand-
ing, as what God intends for our happi-
ne:s slways 1+; 8o, slso, was the firet wor-
ship—a song and a prayer npatural to a
soul joyous, hopeful, and loving its
Maker,”

JHere the Greek threw up his hands,
exc'alming, “O4 ! the light deepeus within
me !

“And in me!” ssid the Hindoo with
equsl fervour,

The Egyptien regarded them benign-
antly, then went on, eaying : “Religion s
the 'aw which binds man to his Creator :
in the purity it hss but these elements—
Ged, the Soul, and their Mutual Recogni-
tion; out of which, when put in practice,
spiing Worehip, Love, aud Reward. This
law, like a!l others of divine origin—like
tbat, for instance, which binds the eerth
to the sun—was perfected in the begin.
uing by its author. Such, my brothers,
was the religion of the first family; euch
was the religion of our fatber Miaraim,
who could not have been blind to the
formula of creation, nowhere so discern-
ible as in the first faith and the earliest
worehip, Perfection is Gud : simplicity is
perfection, The curse of curses is that
men will not let truths like these alone,”

He stopped, as if considerivg in what
manrer to continue.

“Many va‘ions bave loved the sweet
waters of the N:1+,” he said next; “the
Ethiopian, the Pali Putra, the Hebrew,
the Assyrian, the Persian, tte Macedon-
ian, the Roman—of whom all
except the Hebrew, have at one time
or apother been its masters, - So much
coming and going of peoples corrupted
the old Mizraimic hitﬁ? The Valley of
Pulms became a Valley of Gods., The
Supreme One was divided into eight,
each personating a creative principle in
nature, with Ammon-Re at the head.
Then 1sis and Osirie, and their circle,
representing water, fire, air, and other
forces, were invented. Still the multi-
plication went on until we had another
order, suggested by human qualities,
such as strengtb, knowledge, love, an
the like.”

“In all which there was the old folly!”
cried the Greek impulsively, “Only
the things out of reach remain as they
came to us,”

The Egyptian bowed, and proceeded:

“Yet a little further, O my brethren, a
little further, before 1 come to myself,
What we go to wiil seem all the holier of
comparizon with what is and has been.
The records show that Mizraim found
the Nile in possession of the Ethicpians,
who were spread thence through the
Afiican desert; a people of rich, fantas-
tic gevius wholly given to the worship of
reture, The poetic Persian sacrificed
to thke sun, as the completest image of
Ormuzd, his God; the devout children of
the far East carved their deities out of
wood and ivory; but the Ethiopian, with
out writing, withcut books, without
mechanical facuity of any kind, quieted

his soul by the worship of animals, birds, |

and insecte, holding the cat sacred to
Re, the bull to Isis, the beetle to Pthah.
A long struggle against their rude faith
ended in its adoption as the religion of
the new empire, Then rose the mightz
monuments that cumber the river-ban
and the desert—obeliek, labyrinth, pyra
mid, and tomb of king, blent with tomb
of crocodile. Into such deep debase.
ment, O brethren, the sons of the Aryan
telit”

Here, for the first time, the calmness
of the Egyptian forsook him: though his
countenance remained impassive, his
voice gave way.

“Do not too much de:p'se my country-
men,” he began again, “They did not all
forget God. I eaid awhile ago, you ma:
remember, that to papyri we entrusted all
the secrets of our religion except one; of
tkat I willnow tell you, We had as king
once a certain Pharaob, who lent himself
to all manner of charges and additions.
To establich the ncw tystem, he strove to
drive the old entirely out of mind. The
H.brews then dwelt with us as slaves,
They clarg to their God; and when the
persecution became intolerable, they were
delivered in a mauner never to be forgot.
ten. I speak from the records now,
Mosche, himself a Hebrew, came to the
pal:ce, and demanded permiesion for the
slaves, then millions in numher, to leave
the country. The demand was in the
1ame of the Lord God of Israel. Pharaoh
refused. Hear what followed. First,
all the water, that in the 'akes and rivers,
and that in the wells and vessels, turned
to blood, Yet the monarch refused, Then
frogs came up avd covered ail the land.
Still he was firm, Then Mosche threw
ashes in the air, and a p'sgue attacked
the Epyptians, Next, all the cattle, ex
cept f the Hebrews, were struck dead,
Locusts devoured the green things of the
valley. At noon the day was turned luto
a darkness eo thick that lamps would
not bu:n, Finally, in the might all the
firet born of the Egyptiaus died; not
even Pharaoh’s e:caped, Then he yieldcd.
But when the Helrews were gone, he
followed them with hisarmy, At the last
wmoment, the sea was divided, a0 that the
fugitives pasted it dry shod. When the
pureuers drove in after them, the waves
rushed back, avd drowned—horce, foot,
charioteers, ard king. You spoke of
revelation, my Gaspar”’—

The blue eyes of the Greek sparkled.

“I tad the story from the Jew,” he
cried. “You confirm it, O Baltha:a!”

“Yes, but through me Egypt speaks,

. hut Moswbe, I interpret the marblce,

The priests of that time wrote in their
‘way what witnessed, and the revels-
tion bas lived. Bo Ihooluto tbe ome
recorded secret. my _eoun
l‘::‘ we have, from ﬂz dey o(‘g‘
unfortunate Pbaiach, slways bad two
religions—one private, the other public;

one of many g ractised b‘ the people;
the other of one God, cherished only bs
the priestbood, Rejolce with me,

brothers! All the trampling by the man
uatious, all the karrowing by kinge,
the luventions of enemies, all the chavges
of time, bave been in vair., Like a sced
under the mountains waiting its hour,
the glotious Truth hss lived; and this—
this fs ite day!”

The wasted frame of the Hindoo trem.
bled with delight, and the? Greek cried
aloud:

“It scems to me the very desert ia sing-

ing.”

%‘rom a gurglet of water near by the
Egy[pti-n took a draught, and proceeded:

“I was born at Al-xandria, a prince and
a priesy, and had the education usual to
my class, But very early [ became d's-
contented, Part of the faith imposed was
that after desth, upon the destruction of
the body, the soul at once began its for-
mer progressiou from the lowest up to
humanity, the highest and last existence;
and that without reference to conduct in
the mortal life. When I heard of the
Persian's Rea!m of Light, his Paradise
across the bridge Chinevat, where only the
good go, the thought haunted me;
insomuch that In the day, as in the
vight, I brooded over the comparative
ideas Eternal Transmigration and Eternel
Life in Heaven, If, as my teacher taught,
God was just, why was there no distinc
tion between the good and the bad ? At
length it became clear to me, a certainty,
a corollary of the law to which I reduced
pure religion, that death was only the
point of separation at which the wicked
ere left or loet, and the faithfal riseto &
higher life ; not the nirvana of Buddhe, or
the negative reet of Brahma, O Melchior ;
nor the better condition in hell, which is
all of Heaven allowed by the Olympic
feith, O Gaspar ; but life—life active, joy-
ous, everlasting—life with God! The
dhcovea led to another inquiry, Why
should the Truth be longer kept a secret
for the selfish solace of the priesthood ?
The reason for the suppression was gone,
Pbilcsophy bad at least brought us toler-
ation. In Egypt we had Rome instead of
Rameeces. One day, in the Brucheium,
the most splendid and crowded quarter of
Alexandris, I aroce and preached, The
East and West contributed to my audi-
ence. Stadents going to the Library,
R{ie:u from the Serapelon, idlers from the

useum, patrons of the racecourse, coun-
trymen from the Rbacotis—a multitude—
stopped to hear me, I presched God, the
Soul, Right and Wrong, and Heaven, the
reward of & virtuous life. You, O Mel
chior, were stoned ; my auditors first
wondered, then laughed. I trled again;
they pelted me with epigrams, covered my
God with ridicule, and darkered my Hea:
ven with mockery, Not to linger need-
letsly, I fell before them.”

The Hindoo here drew a long sigh, as
he said, “The enemy of man is man, my
brother,”

Balthasar lapsed into silence.

“I gave much thovght to finding the
cause of my failure, and at last suc-
ceeded,” he eaid vpon beginning egnin,
“Up the river, a day’s journey from the
city, there is a village of bherdimen and
gardeners, I took a boat snd went there.
In the evening I called the people to
gether, men and women, the pooreet of
the poor. I presched to them exactly as
I bad preached in the Brucheinm. They
did not langh. Next evening I spoke
again, and they believed aud rejoiced, aud
carried the vews abroad. At the third
meeting a society was formed for prayer,
L returned to the city then. Drifting
down the river, under tbe stars, which
never eeemed ¢o bright and so mear, I
evoived this lesson. To begin a reform,
go uotinto the places of the great and
rich ; go rather to those whose cups of hap-

iness are empty—to the poor end hum-

e, And then I laid a plan and devoted
my life. As a first step, Isecured my
vast property, so that the income would
be certain, and alwage at call for the relief
of the suff-ring. From that day, O breth-
ren, 1 have travelled up aud down the
Nile, in the villsges, and to all the tribe
preaching One God, a 1ixhteous life, an
reward in Heaven. I have done good—it
does not become me to eay how much. I
aleo know that part of the world to be
ripe for the reception of Him we go to
find.”

A flush suffased tha ewarthy cheek of
the speaker ; but he cve:came the feeling,
and coutinued :

“The years so giver, O my brothe
were troubled by ove thought—When
was gone, what wor.ld beccme of the canse
Ibad started ? Was it to end with me?
I had dreamed many times of organization
as a fitting crown for my work, To hide
nothing from you, I bad tried to effect it,
aud failcd. Brethren, the world isnow in
the corditlon that, to restore the old Miz-
raimic faith, the reformer must have a
mere than human sanction ; he must not
merely come in God's pame, he must
have the proofs subject to His word ;
he must demonstrate all he eays, even God,
So precccupied is the mind with mythes
and systems ; £0 much do falee deities
crowd every placc—earth, air, sky; 2o
have they become of everything a part,
that return to the first rebion can ounly
be along bloody paths, through fields of
pereecution ; that is to say, the converts
must be willing to die rather than recant,
And wto in this age cen carry the faith of
men to euch & point but God Himself?
To redeem the race—I do nct mean to
cestroy {t—to rcdeem the race, He must
make Himself once moure manifect; he
must come in per: on.”

Interee emotion se'zed the three,

“Are we not going to find Him 1" ex-
claimed the Greek.

“You underetand wby I failed in the
attempt to orgauvize,” said the Egyptian,
when the epell was passed. “I had not
the esancticn. To know thit my work
wust be loet made me intolerably wretched.
I bclieved in prayer; avd to make my ap-
peals pure and stiong, like you, my breth.
rev, I went out of the beaten ways; I
went where man had not been, where
only God was. Above the fifth cataract,
sbove the meeting of 1ivers in Senvar, up
the Bahriel Abiad, into the far unknown
of Africa, I went. There, in the morning,
& mountain blue as the sky flings accolirg
shaduw wide over the western desert, and,

with its of melted snow, foeds
8 broad lske nestling at its base on' the
osst. The lake is the muther of the great
river. For a year and more the mountain

ve me & home. The fruit of the palm
led my body, prayer my spirit, One night
I walked i the orcbar by the little
sea, “The world is dying. When wilt
thou come! Why may I not see the
redemytion, O God 1’ 8o I lnyod. The
glaay water was sparkling  with
stars. One of them scemed to
leave ite place, and rise to the
tuiface, where it bccame [
brillisncy burning to the eyes,
Then it moved towards me, and stocd
over my head, .gfd““ﬂ{' in haud’s reach,
I fell down and hid my face. A voice, not
of the earth, sald, ‘Thy gocd worke have
conquered. Blessed art thou, O son of
Mistaim ! The redemption cometh, With
two otbers, from the remotenets of the
world, thou-shalt see the Savicur, and tes-
tify for Him. In the morning arise, ard
go meet them. And when ye have all
come to the boly city of Jerusalem, ask of
the people, Where is He that fs born King
of the Jews 1 for we have ceen His star in
the Eact, and are sent to worship Him,
Put all r.'hy truet in the Spirit which will
gu'de thee,’

“And the light became an inward illu-
mination mot to be doubted, and has
stayed with me, a governor and a guide.
It led me down the river to Memphis,
where I made ready for the desert. 1
bought my camel, and came hither with-
out rest, by way of Sue¢z and Kufileh, and
up throvgh tke lands of Moab aud
Ammon, God ls with us, O my breth-
ren !"

He paused, and thereupon, with a
prowptirg not their own, they all arose,
and Jooked at each other,

“I said there was a purpose in the par-
ticularity with which we described our
peoples and their histcries,” so the Egyp-
tian proceeded. “He we go to find was
called ‘King of the Jews;’ by that name we
are bidden to ask for Him. But, now
that we have met, and heard from each
other, we may know Him to be the
Redeemer, not of the Jews alone, but of
all the nations of the earth, The pstriarch
whe survived the Flood had with him
three sous and their families, by whom the
world was ro-peo&led. From the old
Aryana-Vaejo, e well remembered
Reglon of Delight in the heart of Asla,
they parted. Indla and the far East
recelved the chiliren of Shem; the
descendants of Japhet, throvgh the
North, streamed into Earope; those of
Ham overflowed the deserts about the Red
Ses, passing into Africa ; and though most
of the latter are yct dwellers in ehifting
tents, some of them became builders
along the Nile.”

By a simul‘aneous impulse the three
joined hands.

“Could anything be more divinely
ordered 7"’ Balthasar continued. “When
we have fouund the Lord, the brothers
and all the ienunﬁom that have succeeded
them, will kneel to him in homage with
us, And when we part to go our separate
ways, the world wi!l have learned a new
lesson—that Hesven may be won, not by
the sword, not by buman wisdom, but by
Fai:h, Love, and Good Works,”

There was silence, broken by sighs
and sanctified with tears ; for the joy that
filled them might not be stayed. It was
the unepeakable joy of sculs on the
ehoree cf the river of Life, resting with the
Redeemed in God’s presence.

Presently their hands fell apart, and
together they went out of the teut, The
deeert was still as the eky. The sun was
sinking fast. The camels alept.

A little while after, the tent was
struck, and with the remsins of the
repast, restored to the cot; then the
friends mouuted, and set out sirgle file
led by the E.yptian. Their course was
due west, into the chilly night, The
camels swung forward in steady trot,
keeping the line and the intervals eo
exactly that those following scemed to
tread in the tracks of the leader. The
riders spoke not orce.

By and by the moon came up. And as
the three tall, white figures sped, with
soundless tread, th:ouf the opalescent
light, they appeared like spectres flying
from bateful shadows. Suddenly, in the
air before them, mot farther up than a
low hilltop, flsred & lambent flame ; as
fthey locked at it, the apparition contrac-
ted into & focus of dezzling lustre, Their
hearts beat fast ; their souls thrilled ; and
they shouted as with one voice, “The
Star! the Star! God Is with us |”

TO BE OONTINUED,
—_———e—————

¢‘Priest-Ridlen,”

The epithet ‘“priest-ridden” is not un.
frequently spplied to Ireland. The Pall
Mall Gazette says:

“Would not ‘polce-ridden’ be & more
appropriate one to a country whera the
proportion of Catholic clergy s 1 to 1,178
of the Catholic laity, while the proportion
of police is 1 to every 236 inhabitants of
that denomination ! The law of the land
would appear, mathematically, to te bet
ter enforced than the law of God. Yet
the converse is the fict, For the Irish
gleop!e are more firmly attached to their

aith and its mivisters than any other race
on the face of the globe. In1881 the pro-
pertion of policemen to the population of
Ireland was 1 to 303. As members of the
army and navy are expected to ascist the
civil force in case of necessity, coastguards
having special duties to perform in secur-
frg compliance with the law, we find that
the civil, military and naval forces com-
bined, give a proportion of 1 to every 208
residents in Ireland. On the other hand,
there is but one mirister of religlon (with-
out distinction of creed) to every 733 in.
habitants. However, the most practical
way of illustntin% the abnormal activity
of the law in Ireland is to confine our
figures to the total mumber of malcs
between fi'teen and ieventeen years of
age, on the principle that it is between
thore ages and amcng that sex we should
look for effective Jawbreakers, We find
that there is one policcmen to every
eighty nine poesible cffenders, or, taking
the united servicea into consideration, one
to thirty-onc—surely a happy expoeition
of the mutual relationship hetween the
governing and the governed,”

Pror. Low's Mactc SULPRUR SoAP—
Healing, soothirg and cleansing for all
eruptive diseases of the tkin, Delightful
for toilet u.e.
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PRESENTATI"N OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN IN
THR TEMPLE.

For those who eaeily persuade them.
selves that the first end best years of their
life must be given to the plcasures, e j)y.
ments and pursuits of the world, it will
be no waste of time to pause a while ani
bestow some attention to the example
which the Blessed Virgin Mary has given
us in bher Presentation in the Temple, It
is en ancient tradition that Mary at the
age of three years made with her parents,
8t. Joachim snd St, Apn, the journey
from Nezareth to Jerusalem, As she
entered the grand Temple in' Jerusalem
ehe knelt in her Innocence hafore the altar
of the God of all holiness, and devoted to
Him her heart, her soul thatit may be
ever pure and spotless in Hisslght, ~ She
then bade adieu to ker parents aud her
bome of Nazaretb; she renounced the joys
of youtb, the hopes aud plcasures of the
world, to consecrate hereelf forever to
God; she bound herself by a vow of vir-
gluity, lisped forth by her infautile lips,
All t{mt ehe possessed she eurrendered to
ber Creator at the mement of her Pre en-
tation; aud far from retracting the least
part of her offering, the only study of her
after life was to prove the eincerity and
perfection of her first oblation, 8o
wholly was she wrapt in the love of her
solemn vow and her engagement to God,
thatnot even the declaration of divine
maternity could tempt her to lay them
aside, “How can this be done,” said she
to the Archangel who announced to her
the mystery of the incarnation of God's
Son, “for fknow (and bave resolved to
know) no man,” How lovingly at that
moment of oblation did her heart expand
to the breathivgs of the Holy Ghost!
With what holy bonds was she united to
Him, by whom she was preferred to the
virgins snd queens of all natione ! All tha
Fathers of the Church unite insaying that
the consecrstion of Mary was the most
pleasing act of religion that man had,
until then, paid to God.

And, considerirg the life that she led in
the Temple amongst thote other virgins,
who aleo consecrated themselves to God
at least for s time, what shall we uyf
Weshould possess the tongue of an angel
to speak worthily of it, There, wholly
absorbed in God, her eoul enjoyed the

urest delights of contemplation and love,

ere she made progress in the path of
perfection, nor relaxing, until she reached
the summit which no creature before her
did nor efter her will attain,

This exemple of the Blessed Virgia
Mary bas induced innumerable numbers
of every age, sex and rank to announce
the world with all its pomp avd plessures,
and lead in obecurity a life of poverty,
obedience and chastity,. We find them
by the bed of the sufferer, consoling the
sick and dying; in the depths of the
deserts, and the solitude of the cloisters,
praying aud doing penance for the sins
of others, or out in the midst of the world,
of which they form no part, {nstrueuns
the ignorant, teaching them to know an
love God, aud to love in Him all men,
even their enemies. In every country we
find spoetolic priests and misslonaries
evangelizing the rich and poor, the learned
and the unlearned; civilizing the bar.
barizn, and bearing, even to the extremity
of the world with the love and practise of
charity, the name of Jesus Christ, His
Son, and of the Blessed and Immaculate
Virgin Mary,

The Presentation of Mary, however, i3
not ouly profitable to those who are bound
by vows made in a religious Order, or
whose vocation it is to labor in the service
of the Lord, not only to them bas ehe
given an example, but aleo to you, kind
reader, and to all Christians who live amid
the temptations and dangers of the world,
Before you recelved the Holy Sacrament
of Baptism you also made the vow, by
renouncing Satan, and all his works and
his pomps, to obeerve the commandments
of God ; and His holy Cburch; and later
on, on the happy day of your first Com-
munion, you renewed this vow when you
promised to consecrate all your affections
to the love uf God, and to direct all your
thoughts and actions for His greater glory.
Have you ohserved this vow?! Did you
live up faitbfully to your promises as did
the Blesed Virgin to herms! Did you
endeavor to keep your hesrts and soul
pure and holy, as was your duty ? Happy
child of Mary if this was the case ; con.
tinue thus, and the bleming of God’s and
Mary's protection will remain with you,
But if otherwise, do you intend to con.
tinue this negligent, sluful mode of life
or will you try to emend your ways an
become a true child of Mary? Pausea
moment and think of your past life,
aud of what you intend to do in
fature. Renew then your baptismal vow
and in imitation of your Blested Model,
consecrate your heart with all its faculties
to God on this day,

—— et e ———

A Free Mason Conver{ed.

A curious report is going the rouuds
of the Italian press to the effect that the
aged Giuseppe Petroni, Grand Master of
Freemasonry in Rome, has retired into
a ccavent at Terni, Though by no
mesns implicitly credited, one ckief in.
dication of truth lies in the fact that his
old and tried friends, who ever saluted
him as “venerable,” now unanimously
declare him ‘imbecile,” as is the wont
of their class whenever one remembers
that he possesses a soul and a consci.
ence. X

A Distingnished Archbishops:

Rsv, Henry Shomberg Kerr, S, J,, ha
been designated first Archbishop of Bom-
bay. The new archbishop is son of the
Iate Lord Henry Kerr, a brother of the
Marquis of Lothian, and in early life was
a cngtnin in the Royal Navy, He aband:
oned the sea and became a Jesuit. Ho
was chaplain to the Marquis of Ripon

when the latter was Governor General of
Idia.

Ayer’s Sareaparilla works directly and
promptly, to purify and enrich the blood ,
improve the appetite, strengthen the
nerves, and brace up the system, It ie, in
the truest sense, an alternative medicine,
Every invalid should give it a trial.

Nariowan Prirs are uncurpassed asa

safe, mild, {enhorongh, purgative, acting

upon the bili organs promptly and
effectually, o Aitded
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Rest and Pray.

A u-:lﬂ:'l! upon us
and v
Orrte L Rl o e dretne
l‘ﬁlﬁ with mists Vagueness,
Chequered by the richest s
y, slowly, never psusing.
(A

rom the aod Enrplo deeps
o thet, lamplike
r%'m u‘ e rooky lh‘ppll A

leaves their blush and paleness
exobange for faded browa,
mﬁd Dabitof 8L, Francis; |
n

the Jor med l::“ n.;rry m:;wn
aeen re—Indian Summer—
anm mk;‘ hase will drowa,

Like the Scottish soldier, fiinging
Ere \he fight his plaid aside,
Boon the trees will shed their foliage,
N Deboatl s choer 008 maaLls -
neath & L
A'ilﬂh her priceless treasuies hide.

Autumn llwlhllnll upon us,
tide visions fade away ;
O'er our brains and through our bosoms
Fioats the dim and dussy gray
Of the twilight and the evening—
'Tis the hour to rest and pray.

DURWARD.

CURING HAED DRINKERS,
—

TREATMENT BY SISTER BAPTISTA AT BT,
JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL,—HOW A DELICATE
LITTLE WOMAN HANDLES DELIRIUM
TREMENS PATIENTS,

What should be the treatment of vic.
tims of alcohol is & question which has
been discussed and argued for many 'yuu
and is otill undetermined. Various forms
of treatment have been offered as the best
and eafest, but as yet there has been no
?eciﬁc remedy accepted by the world

be poor bummer who is whirled to the
station house in & patrol wagon with his
brain muddled with five-cent rum, lies in
Lis cell at night and goes to Moyamensing
Prison the next moining. Unless he is
actually attacked with delirium tremens
he is allowed to suffer the tortures of the
damned unattended by dotcor or nurse
until turned out. If he has become a
nuisance to the policeman the bummer
may be sent to the House of Correction.
There the doctor doses him with bromide
of potasim until his verves are calm.d,
and a few wecks’ work in the quamny
makee a new man out of him. There are
retreats and eanitarium and reformatory
homes by the ecore in and about the city
for inebrises of sccial standing evd
wealth, and the hLospitals care for the
unfortunates who may be Lrought to
them, but in all of them the attendance is
furnished by men, In but one instance is
the phyeical care of drunken creatures
devolved upon women.

SISTER BAPTISTA’S MISSION,

8St. Joseph’s Hospital, situated at Seven-
teenth street and Girard sveaue, Philadel-
phis, is a well-known institution, bat few
are familiar with the department set aside
for the cure and treatment of rum vic-
tims. It has been in existense for nine years
under the supervision of Sister Biptista,
whose success has been remarkable, With.
in the past two years, although hundreds
of men have been under her chargs, from
the raving maniacin the agony of delirium
to the barmles toper whoee mind is
incapable of frenzy, mot a death has
occurred. The department comsists of
twenty Jarge, bright and airy 10oms, and
is comfortably furnished, with cheexful
dininJ, reading and smoking rooms. Ap-

ication for admission is niade to the

other Suparior, but Sister Baptista hes
thedepartment under her supreme con‘rol.
Each patient is placed in Eer charge fm-
mediately on entering the hospital, and
she at once assigns him to a room, makes
a thorough diagnosis of his case and stud-
ies his temperament, in order to under-
stand not only how to treat, but also how
to control bim In his abnormal condition.
From information and personal observa-
tion the Sister decides upon the manage-
ment of each particular case, To this is
lngeldy due the wonderful success that has
attended her labors, It is a desperate
case tbat under Sister Baptista’s care and
management is not controllable within a
week. The preliminary steps taken, she
roceeds with the medical treatment,
eeping careful watch over patients who
have reached a dangerous .qu and are
wild and flighty. The first object is to
secure the patient sleep and rest. Witk
sleep, even though induced by opiates
the élnger line is passed and then the
work of toniog up the nervous systen
and strengthening the stomach begins,
Sister Baptista has reduced this portion of
the treatment to perfection, As soon a
she coxsiders it safe the patient is cffare
light and nourishing soups, gruel or bee
tea, but they are not forced on him. I
he declines one snothor ig placed bofor:

him, and if that failsto tempt his appetit:
still another, and &0 on uutil sometﬂﬁng i
found that his stomach responds to an
will retain,

HER CONTROL OF PATIENTS,

After the first successful attempt th
appetite grows rapidly and the digestiv
organs resume their functions. Then th
patient begins to look and feel like himsel
end generally within two wecks can d.
full justice to three meals a day, with a
cceasional lunchecn thrown in, Abeolut
recovery depends in a great measure upo,
the constitution and will-power of th
min, Thenames and identity of patient
are sealed from the cutside world, bat
recent patient gives sowme interesting ir
cidents of the daily life of the depart
ment,

*‘It wes astonishing and often smusing,
eaid he, “to see the wonderful control Sit
ter Baptista obtained over patients whos
brains were racked by lovg dissipatio
and who would run in fear from their re
latives and friends, I have secn patien
of this kind whom two strong watchme
could not force into their room at & wor
from this delicate little woman quietly ¢
to their beds and beg the Sister to n
lock them up,

“In their preliminary treatment pat
ents are given liquor at intervals, and
is pitiable to listen to their pleadings f
an extra allowance and the argumen
with which they besiege the Sister, S!
listens to ihem patiently, reasons wi
them good naturedly but the extra ratic
never follows unlees it is apparent that
is a necessity.

CURED, BUT NOT REDEEMED,

“There are not & few who bhave be
sent out by Sister Baptista restored
health and recouped for the duties of li
more than once to have to return in a fe
months or & year, again wrecked by ru
A well known and prosperous busin
man periodically enters the retreat wh



