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wuz just one big wound. We carried
him here in the baggage roow and sent |
for the doctor. He lay like one asleep,
without pain, seemingly, with his eyes
he doctor examnined him and
shook his head; said the heart wuz
givin' out. For two hours he lay that
way, with his head in my lap and the
mother, Boessie, a bendin' over him.
Finally his eyes opened, and the old,
crazy look wus all gone. He saw her
thar a hoverin' over him, and eryin’,
and we heard him say, very low, ‘ Kiss
me, Bessie,” and Bessie just kissed him
again and again, and told him how sorry
she wuz. MHe looked very contented,
and said, between his gasps for breath,
‘Don't be sorry. I would have died
any time in the last twenty years for
you, or for—one—you—loved.’ Then
his eyes closed again, and we watched
and waited a way long into the night.”

“¢Bout the third watch he stirred
and tried to get up, sayin’ excited like,
“The train’s comn’' with my mother.
She’s comin’ back. Thar it comes;
don’t you see it? It's stoppin’ now;
they are comin’ out of the coaches.
Look! She said she'd come,’ and with
his arms uplifted, ¢ She's come!’ Then
the poor old heart beat out and he sank
back limp and lifeless.

“ So that's how Ben's mother come
back. My wife says I'm gettin' doffy,
like Ben, when I says this, but nobody
but me and Bessie saw the look in his
face when he held his hands up, and
neither of us have ever doubted but
that Ben's mother come back as she
said she would. But, thar's your train,
stranger. Hope I haven't tired you oub
with my talking, but a night like this
always makes me think of the time when
Ben's mother come. Be careful ’ bout
the platform ; it's mighty slick and
slippery.”” — Homer M. Price, in the
Independent.

Angel Victor suggested that he might
now leave the Sacred Hill, and return
to Aghagower to celebrate Haster.
PATRICK 18 CONSOLED BY THE ANGEL.
And to console Patrick, the whole
mountain snmmit was filled with beauti-
fnl white birds, which sang most
melodious strains ; and the voices of
the mountain and the sea were mingled
with their melody; so that the Reek
became for a time,as it were, the para-
dise of God, and gave one a foretaste
of the joys of heaven. ‘' Now get
thee gone,’’ said the Angel, ‘' you
bave suffered, but you have been com-
forted. These white birds are God's
saints and angels come to visit you and
to console you; and the spirits of all
the saints of Krin, present, past and
future are here by God's high command
to visit their father, and to join him in
blessing all this land, and show him
what a bountiful harvest his labors will
reap for God in this land of Krin.”
The Book ¢f Armagh goes no further,
but the Tripartite and the later auth-
orities add much more.

PROMISES MADE TO PATRICK.

Taking Colgan's version of the narra-
tive, he tells us that God's angel pio-
mised to Patrick that through his
prayers and labors as many souls
would be saved as would fill all
the space over land and sea so
far as his eye could reach—more numer-
ous far than all the flocks of birds he
beheld. Furthermore, by his prayers
and merits seven souls every Thursday
and twelve every Saturday were to be
taken out of Purgatory until the day of
doom ; and thirdly, whoever recited
the last stanza of Patrick's Hywn in a
spirit of penance would endure no tor
ments in the world to come, Moreover
he prayed, and it was granted to him,
that as many souls should be saved
from torments as there were hairs in
his chasuble, also that those, Whitley
Stokes calls the Outlanders, should
never obtain permanent dominion over
the men of} Erin; that the sea would

closed.
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Patrick suffered much anguish of spirit | 1t people from the awful tempta
on the Reek. He was fasting in prayer tion and terrors of the reign of
for his people, over whom the demons anti-Christ ; and that Patrick him-
solf would be like the Apostles over

f paganism had ruled so long ; and the
demons resolved, so far as they could,
to tempt and torment him. They
tempted Christ Himsslf, as we know—
why not try to tcmpt Ilis Apostle ?
They covered the whole mountain top
in the form of vast flocks of hideous
black birds, so dense that Patrick could
neither see sky nor earth nor sea.
They swooped down upon him and over
him with savage beaks and black wings ;
they filled the air with discordant
sereams, making day and night horrible
with their cries.
ROUTING OF THE DEMONS.
Patrick chanted maledictive psalms
against them to drive them away, but
in vain ; he prayed to God to disperse
them, but they fled not ; he groaned
in spirit, and bitter tears coursed down
his cheeks, and wet every hair of the

lserael,,and judge the men of Krin on
the Last Day ;
but not without great diffienlty. Such
is the substance of the wrestling of
Patrick on the Holy Hill, and the won-
derful favors he obtained for the men
of Krin by his strong prayers. What
wonder then, that the Reek has
been esteemed the holiest hill in all
Krin ; that it has been from the be
gioning a place of pilgrimage, and that
gomehow an idea has got abroad that
whoever did penance, like Patrick, on
this Holy Hill would have his special
blessing, and by the powerful prayers
of the Saint, escape eternal punith-
ment ?
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But Patrick was not content with
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