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The question of the population of
the New Eongland States has been re-
re under discussion in
the columns of the Boston Transcript.
A Protestant minister, by name the
Rev. W. G. Puddefoot, created a lively
gensation by giving birth statistics of
these old Puritan States, from which he
drew the alarming inference that the
old Puritan population 18 passing away
and being replaced by new population
of foreign origin,
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A St. Louis daily paper had recently
the portrait, with a short biography, of
ro of that city whose claim to
fame was that (it was sald) he was the
only negro member of a white congre-
gation in that clty.
Methodist church, and the fact 18 that
Methodists, equally with the other Pro-
testant Churches in the South, will not
admit colored people to memberehip in
their churches ; but owing to special
circumstances the negro in question
became a member of thi
congregation has not yet had the
hardthood to expel him from the sacred
precincts of the Ark outside of which
galvation cannot be had, or is at least
difficult to be attained, and 8o he re-
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If 1t had been sald that the negro in serlous matter,

question was the only member of &
white Protestant congregation, we un-
derstand that the statement would
have been truo ; but there are many
negroes who are members of the Cath
ollc eongregations, mnot only in St.
Louls, but in all the cities and towns,
whether in the North or South. The
Church Progress of St. Louls,
ing from personal knowledge, states
that they are to be found in many of
the St. Louis Catholle churches, and
pe seon at Mags on any Sun-
day at ‘' St. Alphonsus’, St. Xaviers,
the new Cathedral
«In fact,” the Progress

e scene of new and
frightful disorders caused by this
gociety. The order was given by the
Itallan Government early in January
that this and similar socleties should
be suppressed at all costs, and the local
authorities were informed that if they
neglected their duty in this regard
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tion from thoir offices and other penal-
ties suited to the enormity of thelr
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No critielsm is so pungent as that
which is truthful, and it is because the
Rev. Mr. Puddefoot’s statements hit
the mark that they strike so hard.
Daring the year 1899 no fewer than
3,279 dlvorces were granted in the
State of Ohlo out of 4,470 decrees
asked for, and there wore pending in
the cour!s at the close of the year 2,961
cages. The divorces actuslly granted
do not represent the entire evil of
divorce, for even when the decree i8
ted the fact that it has been
asked for shows that the family has
been already broken up by the ex-
pectation of & divorce.
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For a while the authorities exercised
e vigilange, and through informa-
tion recelved, presumably from mem-
bers of the societies in question in hope
were enabled to make
a number of arrests, some of which
were of considerable importance. O.her
officials, who were in league with the
eants, were able on their part to
convey information to the Mafia of the
them and of the
gources from which the damnatory evi-
dence was obtained.
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The Catholic Church is the only one
in the South which makes no distinc
tion between white and colored mem
bers of its; congregations, and every
Sunday, as well as during the week,
colored Catholics may be seen assisting
at Mass, and receiving the sacraments
of holy Communion, etc., just as the
white members of these congregations.
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least 50,000 divorces
in the United States, and according to
Rev. Mr. Puddefoot, who undcubtedly
here tells the truth, these were almost
exclusively among the Protestant
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that they have murdered fifteen men
since the beginning of February, in
Sicily, and have left between the teeth
of each murdered man & paper with
“ Thus the Mafia punishes
its traitorous members.”” The victims
were suspected of having given in-
formation to the police, criminating
leading spirits in the goclety, and this
method of terrorising the informants,
and at the same time of hurling defi-
o at the ' Governmeant, has been
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Mrs. Elizaveth Cady Stanton to pre
dict many years ago that if the des-
cendants of the New Eogland Paritans
continued to set at paught the edict
of the Almighty in regard to the obli-
gations of the married state, ‘* the des-
cendants of the Celt will trample on
the graves of the Puritans.”

Here we may make the application
of these remarks to the cage which in
this country has been recentl
o much attention, and excited 80
many adverse comments
the non Catholic press and the sectar-

being charged with « For thera is mo distinction

ook ; for thesame is
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1l upon the name of th

AN ANTI DUELLING LEAGUE. [: 13 & puzale to concelve how those

who have undertaken to reform the
Church of Christ can justify them-
#3lves for having created a distinction
of race, where the word of God declares
there should be nome.
{stinations, the sects proclaim
Ives to be mere local organiza-
tions, and not the true Catholle Church

From the fact that there have been
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ve resulted in the shedding of
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fer to the Delpit case. The laws of endowment and the plentiful honors of

his former career. If only that for.
marriage as laid down by the Catholle | o e dowment were at the disp 02:1

Church have been enacted for the pur- | of Henry Austin Adams, the Catholic !
pose of preserving the sanctity of the o

married state, and even the law of EASTER IN ROME.
clandestinity which prevailed in caus- ool

ing the Dalpit marriage to bo declared | The Protestant writer, Willlam W,
pull and vold in the sight of God and | Story thus presents an admirable de-

of the Catholic Church, i8 & safeguard %’:‘:‘?‘:m%&ty'?e glorious festival in the

against laxity {n contracting mAar- ' Easter has come,”sayshe. ‘‘ You
riages, and against hurried marriages | may know it by the ringing of the
in which no attention is pald to exist- | bells, the sound of the trumpets in the

streets and the firtng of guns, By 12
ing impediments, puch as that thej .. . Maes in St. Peter’s is over ‘and
parties are already married, or that | tpe plazza is crowded with people to
they are within the forbldden degrees | gee the penediction ; and a grand, im
of consanguinity oraffinity. It1s thus pwl%‘ :pecucle i:h“- i

- *Qut over e grea alcony
» safeguard ‘i‘mﬂ blgumiy; ":: :mz stretches & white awning, where Cum)»
gamy, as well as a socurity at the | yn.1e, Bishops and attendants are col-
marriage itself shall be regarded as & | lected and where the Pope will goon be
sacred rite authorized by God, {n- | seen. Below the plazza i8 alive with
stead of & mere animal act authorized moving masses. In the centre is
by the state. drawn up long lines of soldiery with
yellow and red pompouns and glittering
- belmets and bayonets. They are sur
THE METHODIST CONFER- | rounded by crowds on foot, and at the
ENCE AND CHURCH outhd rim are packed carriages
. v « What a eight it 18! Above us the
AUI:_H_O_R‘[‘)' great dome of St. Peter's, and below
The Methodist Conferences of the|the grand entrancing ccllonade and
Dominion are greatly agitated [over “;9 ‘":;‘ FI’T"S;n‘;‘béa"kc"‘:"e of ;’m“h
rises the sole sk, thronged with
the trial of the Rov. W. W. Baer, & masses of living beings. Atglnm. the
clergyman of British Columbia, who | clock strikes. In the far balcony, be
was charged by Mr. Justice Williams | neath the prejecting awning, that casts
with the crime of smoking, which 18 |* patch of soft, tranparent shadow
gaid to be strictly prohibited to minis- along the golden gunlit facade, and
gurrounded by & group of brilliant fig-
ters by the Discipline. ures, are seen two huge fans of showy
Rev. Mr. Baer pleaded before the | peacock plumes, and between them &
British Columbia Conference that pe | figure clad in white rises from a golden

chair and spreads his groat sleeves
was obliged to use tobacco for smoking like winge as he raises his arms in
owing to insomnlia, and the Chairman | penediction.

ruled out the complaint, rather owing ' That is the Pope. All 18 dead sii-
to some doubt regarding the wording of ence, and a musical volce, sweet and

atl is hear m
the Book of Discipline, than to the plea f::e;:lcoﬂg : Theﬂ 110‘;:‘:“3;51 f;‘;]‘d
of the accused. kneel ; with & cold, gray flagh the
The case was appealed to the Church | forest of bay ouets gleam as the soldiery
Court of Appeal, and judgment passed drop to their knees and rise to salute
on the appeal on April 15 in Toronto a8 tbe voloe diss Awsy.

S “‘Then the Pope again rises, again
The case has not been finally settled, | gives his benediction, waving to and

but was referred back to the British | tro his right hand—three fingers ( the
Columbia Conference for trial, a8 the thumb, first and second fingers open
President is sald to have exceeded —and making the Sign of the Crose,

retires between the peacock feathers
his powers in diomissing the cause 50 |gnd attendants, is borne away, aud

summarily. The Court of Appeal does | the season of Lent is over.”
not express an opinion whether or not The most awe- inspiring of all the
Mr. Baer had justification for his prac- Easter ceremonies 18 certainly this so

&
tice of smoking, though the decision of S?ﬁ:m‘:ﬁ;ﬂ:%% gtl::nwlris'l'ft;;rma
the local President of Conference has | Sovereign Pontiff. Borne into this
been set aside. The local Conference | great gallery over the portico of 5t
will, therefore, have this point}to Peter's, the Pope stands at a stupend-
settle. ous height above the watching multi-
tude that swarm in the court below,
A voluntary association has un- | his robee radiant with gems and heavy
doubtedly the right as a human {neti- | with geld, his tiara sparkling with
tution to insist upon the observance of diamonds, the mitred prelates attend-

ing him likewise invested.
certain rules by its members and of- E\ silence as of death is spread over

ficers ; but w8 cannot conceive of the | the vast, majestic place, as Christ's
Church of Christ as a merely voluntary | Vicar enunciates the words of bleesing
organization. It was instituted py | As there is no temple in the world

equal to St. Peter's, there is no cere-
Christ for a certain purpose, and the mony in the world so {mprossive as
public generally are commanded, not | this.

recommended, to hear the Church un- ““Who shall picture,” 8says William
der penalty of being regarded a8 the| E. Chaoning, ' the splendors of 8
heathen and the publican. peautiful Easter Sunday at St. Peter's ’

Who can imagine the overwrought
feelings of the pious Catholic ? Asthe
ty to direct its members, | Holy Father passed in the Pontifical
whether lay or clerical, to observe its chair, followed by ihb Wost 83 2
rules of conduct, which are imposed “’; °lf ‘Re C‘h“;;’h' ‘t“dd‘:‘:m“““‘hm
admiration to 8 united ¢ ren, 1in-
with & view to the salvation of souls'. voluntarily knelt upon the pavement
which is the purpose of the Church's | and murmured my prayer; as he
{nstitution. But uot even Protestants | blessed the prostrate multitudes from
of any denomination will deny that the exterior I offered up to Heaven my
there was & Church, and that the ardent gratitude for being permitted
Church of Christ, when Methodism or sl i
Protestantism in any form began, and
{f any Church has the authority to
make laws now, the Church of Christ —_—

had that authority at the period re- One of the most elogquent passages
forred to. Yet Methodism and all tl“ m;)dern Spanish literature ls the
Prote escription of the intoning of the
n::t ::m‘::z r:;:seghto o:ey thlen, on |« Migerere " during the Holy Week at
P Church could not |§; Peter’s, Rome, from the pen of the
override the individual conscience. It | celebrated Castelan.
this plea were a valid one, the con- “* No pen,” says he, ‘' can describe
gcience of Rav. Mr. Baer ought not to the solemnity of the * Migerere.” The
ba overridden now by the laws made night advances. The bastiica 16 1

darkoess. Its altars are uncovered.
by either the local or the general | Tarough the open arch there pene-

Methodist Conference. This reason is | trates the uncertain light of dawn
the more strong as the Church which which seems to deepen the shadows.
claims the authority to discipline Mr. The last taper of the Tenebrarlo 1¢

hidden behind th : the-
Baer is founded upon disobedience to{ dral r;‘se:lbles an :m‘l.}t:;ge ::.:aoc{:u;,

Church authority. Further : If the|with the faint gleaming of funeral
authority of the Catholic Church were & torches in the distance.

usurpation when Methodism was “The music of the ‘ Miserere’ 18 not
gtarted, as Methodists and otherd &8 {nstrumental, It is a sutlime cholr,

1 admirably combined. Now it comes
gerted, for a much greater resson the | like the far-off roar of a tempest, &8 the

authority to judge now claimed by vibration of wind upon ruins or among
Conference is s usurpation without :h“ cypresses of tombs: again l:letn
foundation - amentation from the depths ©O tke
“:nd on either in Scripture or tradi- | ggrth or the moaning of Heaven's
y “lgels. bx‘-:‘aukln‘ its sobs nm:l sorro:s .
e marbla statues, gigantic an 0
REJECTED FOR CONSCIENCE |dazling whiteness, -'ro‘ngt completely
SAKE. hidden by the darkness, but appesr
S like the spirits of past ages coming out
Just before Henry Austin Adams | of the sepulchres and loosing thelir
loft the ministry of the Episcopal shrouds to join the intonation of this
church, an ardent admirer, believing | canticle of despalr.
that a man of his splendid oratorical «The whole cathedral is agitated
ability should not be confined within | and vibrates as if words of horror wer®
the boundary of a& little parish, set rising from the stones. This profo‘ﬂd
aside the sum of $100,000, the inter- | and sublime lament, this mcurning of
eston which was to enable him to bitterness, dying awav into alry olr
travel about the eountry, and, from cles, penetrates the heart by the intens
platform and pulpit, to proclaim the ity of ite sadness. Itis the volce of
truths of Christianity. This was a|Rome gupplicating Heaven from her
tempting cffer to the premier orator load of ashes, as if under the sack and
of the Episcopal Church: but Mr, Adams | ashes she writhed in her death agony:
could mot but be faithful to his con-| * To weep thus, to lament like the
science and this was leaaing him into prophets of old by the banks of the
theCatholic fold. When the decisive | Euphrates or among the goattered
moment arrived, Henry Austin Adams | stones of the temple—to grieve in the
preferred the Catholic Church, with | sublime cadences beoomes the ot
the poverty and hardship that must ac- ' whose external sorrow has not marred

We admit also that the Church must

have aul
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THE “ MISERERE " IN ST.
PETERS.
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