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THE TRAINING OF A JESUIT.

The Methods Adopted - Truth Uan
Stand the Most Speclous Objections,
and Truth Only.

Daring the first year that the stu-
dent enters upon the study of Catholic
philosophy he goes through a couree of
logle, pure and applied, and continues
his mathematics The second and
third years are devoted to psychology,

yea
has

bin

who are alwavs priests, and are
gelected on account of their knowledge
and their gift of a clear power of ex-
position. Besides the lectures, which

obj

is one of the most valuzble elements in]gl
the philosophical and theological traln: | ow
ing of the society. It lasts an hour,

of the students has to give & synopsis
of the last two lectures of the professor.
After this two other students, previous-
ly appointed for the purpose, have to
bring against the doctrine laid down,
any possible objastion that they can
find in books or invent for themselves | jn
Modern books are ransacked for these
objections, and the ‘' objlcients” do|co
their best to hunt out difficuities which
may puzzle the exponent of the truth,
who 1s called the ‘‘defendant.”| of
Locke, Hegel, Descartes, Malebranch,
John Stuart Mill, Mansel, Sir William
Hamilton and other modern wrlters | T
are valuable contributors for those who

Everything has to be brought forward
in syllogistic form, and to be answered
in the same way.
of course, presides at these contests, at | p
once checks anyone who departs from
this necessary form and wanders off | p
into mere desultory talk. Thissystem | ¢
of testing the soundness of the doc |e
trines taught,
throughout the theological studies
which came at a later period of the
young Jesuit's career, provides those

defense against difficulties which
otherwise are likely to puzzle the
Catholic controversialist. li 15 &
splendid means of sifting out truth
from falsehood. Many of those who
take part in it are men of ability and
experience, and who have made &
gpecial study of the subjects discussed,
and are well versed in the objections
that can be urged against the Catholic
teaching. Such men conduct their at-
tack not as a mere matter of form, but
with the vigor and ingenuity of prac-
tiged disputants, and do their best to
puzzle the unfortunate defendant with
difficulties, the answer to which is by
pno means simple or obvious at first
sight. Sometimes he is put completely
in the sack, and the professor has to
intervene to explain whero he has
tailed, and how the objaction has really
to bs met. Sometimes the objicient
will urge his difficulties with such a
gemblance of conviction as even to
mislerd some of those present. I re-
member an instance in which an ob-
jielent, rather older than the rest, who
bad had considerable experieunce of
skeptical difficuities before becoming &
Jesuit, argued with such & ghow of

At the end of hls; first

pation in the matter of the year.
ho passes these examinations success: | ly to three causes.
fully, he has Lo all throe years of phil
osophy, at the end of which he has to
undergo an examination in the com-

ematics included.
At the end of this time he begins &

part of his training, as it

education in my present paper.
\ enough to say that for some five or six
are given in Latin, the students are | years he i occupied in the ordinary

; : Yet their is this difference betwesn the
during the first quarter of which one | jesuit systern and that of the ordinary
public school, that in all
classes the Jesult
moves up with his class.
that the motive of this is to give him
a stronger moral inflaence than can be
gained by a master who has the teach

But the two or three higher forms,

and lower fifth, have almost always a
permanent master.

Jesuit and other systems, though it is
one that does not universally prevail,

scholastic s employed in tesching does
have to attack the Catholic doctrine. | not, as a ,u,u,pp,;,(,nd beyond Blx 0:
seven years.
ers,
The professor, who, | are but rare.

will return to the schoolroom after he

continued as it 18| able power of training boys, those who
are in the full vigor of their youth
prove more successful masters than
those who have passed through the
who pass through it with a complete | four hard years of theological study,
and are already getting on in life.

work generally termiuales about
age of thirty, and the scholastic then
preceeds to the theological college of
his province for three or four years of
theology. Here the work i3 certainly
hard, especially during the first two

|

and second Church, and the repufation which 1t
18 of philosophy, the young Jesuit  enjoys among educated men ia every
to undergo & falrly severe exami- | country of the world, I shou!d aseribe
If | it, as far as natural reasons go, maln-
The firet {s the ex-
treme care with whith its members are
in the first iumstance chosen, and the
process of natural selection which elim-
inates all who are not suited for Lt
work, The second i3 the lengtn and
thoroughness of 1its training, both

od matier of the three years, matn-

ethics, l.mstl.phyeics, goneral and | new stage in his career. Ho is sent to | moral and {ntellectual, and the paius
sPec“l iiw:mo“;fy and natural theo-{ gne or another of the colleges of the | that s taken to adapt it to the special
logy: 8 h'“ about two lectures aday | goclety, to teach or to take part in the | talents and capabilities of the individ-
in these subjects from Jesuit professirs, | diseipline. I will not dwell on this|ual, The third is the spirlt of im

plicit obedience, of bitnd obediencs,
which is absolutely indlepensable to
every oue who is to live or dio #s one
of its members, There are other rea
sons beside, such as ite sysiemn of gov
ernment, the loyalty which anlmeies

{8 not my
sualt
It is

ect to explain the system of J

gummoned three times a week to take | work incident to teaching a class of
part in an academical exercise which | hoys, Whether he takes a higher or i thoso who belong to it, and the c.re

ower form depends, of course, on his | with which men are chosen for pa:ts

n classical or other attalnments

the lower

teacher generally | I have mentioned, and would be im

basts.—R. F. Clark, S. J., in The Nine
teenth Century.
g of boys only for a single year.

rresponding to the sixth and upper ON MOD_E_:RN_ABELIEF‘

This reminds me
another distinction between the
that Egbert Muller,
leader and exponent of the spiritist
cause in Germeny, has been receive
into the Catholic Church.
who is a highly cultivated an

he time during which the young

Hence permanent mast-
in the strict sense of the word,
Sometimes, if a man
as & special talent for teaching, he

played a prominent part
wellectual
unique and highly

acomes a priest ; bat it is the general
xperience of the Order that, with the
xception of men who have a remark

gpread attention and interest.

ion.

The time of teaching or disciplinary

b

the ro Spiritism is*

conviction thal woder
tion of the Ckurch of Christ,” and

been arrived at after many years

dogmatic theology, and those in the
afternoon on canon law or history,
dogmatic theology and Hebrew, the
last for half an hour only. Besides
this, on each of these afternoons, there
is held a circle of digputation such as 1
have described above. In theology,
these digputations are, as a rale, fiercer
and more searching that in the philes-

Flammarion's new book in the Sp

What

allve to its importance.
has

termed ‘‘ psychical science it
late years made such
gress in England, g0 man

to which they are naturally suited, and
removed from positions where they are
unable to do thelr work well ; but
thess are reslly the result of the three
.| eventually be led to recogniza the de-

I imagine | possible unless built on them s their

SPIRITUALISM, AND ITS EFFECT

Great consternation has recently
been caused in the ranks of the Ger
man Spiritists by the announcement
the well-known

De. Muller,

thoughtful man, has for 80 MADY years
in Berlin in-
aud literary life that this
siguificant event
has naturally aroused the most wide-
It has
been commented upon by many of the
leading German papers, and there has,
of course, been the usual expression of
both intormed and uninformed opln-

De. Maller's change of attitude seems
to be no hesitating or half hearted one.
He has, before an assembly of several
thousand persons, expressed it as his

bold scheme of satan for the destruc-
would seem that this conviction has

careful and apparently unbiased in-

tator and an article on ¢ Spiritual-
ism " in the Church Times, it is evi-
dent that the Anglican mind is fully

very rapid pro-
7 of our lead
ing scientifiz men are {dentitied with

IMITATION OF CHRIST.

Religlons

)
to have occurred and do oceur unsought
for, or at 'east under conditions in
which littie if any initlative is taken \

Exerciaes of a Good

Man,

I'he

by the inquirer ; that the psychical
faculty, as it has lately been observed - E ——r
s & natural and :wrmii faculty of some | .Ihv» e ‘m ” ;"m"i ,'”H'”'W“ ought to
paculiarly organizad persons, and that | f",m““‘l in all virtues, 8o thet he
the view of the Church cannot be made may be such interiorly ashe apypears
o cover the modern manifestations do-
geribed
It would perhaps be both interest
view

to men in his exterior
Aund with good reas
e in his ioterior

appear

yn onght he to be

than he

becange he wh

and profitable to have the Vv uf | 3
holde us is God, ¢ ) » 0u J
experie need persous on this subject, . ‘l nely t ; ‘l ‘. HAS e L "
eocding stand awe wherever we
and to demoust the attitude of | - iy 10 SURN5 10 AIY0 RASESITS 7

are, and

the
ud, a !‘ “'.

the Catholic C like angels to walk pure in}

g, aven from
standpoint of the non-C 1

ght
. 11 gh

reasonible and tenable one.  The teetl- | ‘ .L ught ever to r
! mouy of a man like Dr. Egbert Muller, res '.ll-‘.\un‘ vm.. i , te ourselve
arrived av after years ot prac lcal ex ff'!\.-r', as if i \x‘-\‘r‘ . first day of
perience and observation, and appar- H .‘I" ""‘ :(‘n‘\\ g : 4
ently with exceptional facllities lfor . B Lord God, in my go
gtudying the phenomens, cannot ““Twl ition n d !,” Thy holy service, an
give me grace this vel day per

lightly regarded by even
and enthusiaastic
am convinced,

surely, be
the most conficmed
‘e l

to begin, for what I have hitherto don

{g nothing

of spiritualists. A 1 g 112t
According as our resolution ! il
he writes in a private letter, " that | “,_‘ . .y { le M 1" o : : ‘f '
every right-thinking HBrEoT wiil | the progress of our advancement be
; & IKIng Porecn Il and he hath need of much dilige

raoniac chacacter of modern Spiritism, W0 WOV "l i mush
. | and that we shall ere long have many -‘\l"*"l ,f‘ \j‘.
more who will champion my view of r; o h O AR s
the matter.” ‘‘ [ have,' he continues, ; “1 w;‘\ soldom "ot
« carried on experiments with e¢leven H' .;;l_, lling off from our resolut
famous mediums, and I have known at | "(A bu“‘ll,l’ﬂ B AE0R) s, Seol o
least forty more. The results obtained AppRas A.585H ways: and & Smal
have given mean insight into the real (illlllh\"'ll 30 o el ises seldom passcs
depths of Satanology withous somd losa
There must b many Catholics who The resolutions of the just depend on
have & special knowledge of the sub the grace of God, rather than on thelr
ject, It might serve a useful purpose
to have thelr views placed berore the
thinking and reading publicior the help
and guidance of those whose minds are
at present teoubled and perplexed, and
who cannot fee their way to apy prac-
tical solution of the matier. —Liver-
pool Catholic Times.

h a strong
what will he
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who make
tailoth,
but

own wisdom 3
put their trust, whatever they take i1
hand
For man proposes, but God digposes
nor i the way of man in his
hands

If tor plety’s
to the prefit of our brother, we s0mo
times cmit an
may afterwards be easily re overed
3at if through a loathing ot mind «
negligence it be lightly let alone, it i
no small fault and will prove hurtful
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THE PRIESTLY CHARACTER.
The Irreverence of the Day for the Holy
is Truly Diabolical I'he Priest Is
Too Often the Target for the Un-

charitable Watching of the Feople. still be apt to fail in many things.

The recent viclent and unprovoked
attack on the person of Rev. Father
Daniel Davlin, rector of St. Stephen's,
Hazelwood, was one of many attacks
made oo pricsts thronghont this coun-
try recently. Within a past fortnight | because boln conduce L0 our advance
a priest of Boston was ruthlessly shot | ment.

{ | down by a supposedly sane man. In If thou canst
of | the West several priests were within
the past two months the victims of

against those things which hinder u
most.
We must examine and order we

‘n

it
not

least once & day, that is at morning ¢

God and thy neighbour.

P S

ec | Time was when the official character of
the priest, his high and sacred prerog
atives, shielded him from the debased
ruffizn, who, despite his callousness,
1? had still respect for his pastor. The
of | {rreverence of the day for the holy 18
truly diabolical, it stops at nothing
Mercy for these miscreants is mis-
placed, they should be made to feel the

TION.

The wise practice of inoculating t
youthful mind with a wholesome fe

blic schoc

and readings in the Pu

earnestness against the stence of
God, that the professor, who was &
good, eimple man, and new to his
work, took fright. He sent for the
objicient to his room when  the
soirele” was over, and, to his no
small amusement, repre onted to him
the misery aud hopelessness of skep
ticiem, begged him to pray to God that
he might not lose his faith, and pro-

mised to say Mass for him the next
morning, that G v save him
from the terrible misfortune that

threatened him. Bat he wa consoled
on discovering that hi pupil was as
firmly convinced as himself of the
sruth of the thesis he had been attack-
ing.
tiere [ hope my non-Catholic read-
ers will forgive me & remark which I
cannot
present occasion I should
know what other religion, save

the

Catholic, could ever stand such &n or-
So far
from any check being put on the

deal of free discussion as this
liberty of the gtudents, they are en
couraged to press home every
objection,
damental,
profane, that
Catholic doctrine,
to he found men who are 1ot to be p1
off with an evask and a profess
who was 1o ot

authority for reason would
find ont his misteke.
fact ** liberty of digputation
the many Dappy
geasion of perfect and
When the two ot
their attack, therss

ged to

can be 1A

This per
" {g one (

ter of an hour before the eircle ig over,
1

This time is devoted to objactic
diffizulties proposed by th
Everyone present has
atk of the professor

point on which he is not patisfied.

ig needless to say that full advantage

ig taken of this privilege, and the po

professor has often to submlt to & very
lively and gearching interrogatory.
If any question i8 proposed that 18 fool
igh, or beside the gubjsct the question-

er {6 soon silenced by the open mar
of disapprobation on the part _ot b
rest of the class, and & good objecti

igsometimes received with great &ap-
fmperfect
knowledge on the part of the professor
is very speedlly brought to light by the
has to undergo, and
is shown him in the
process, he must be well armed if he is

plauge, Any fallacy of

raking fire he
while all respect

to win the confidence of the class3
his answers.

refrain from making on the
like to

gort of
however searching saud fun-
however blasphemouns and
the
In every class are { plete

to substitute

very soon
results of the pos

| remains a que r

il freedom 10 | the fustitute of the socisty,
1y quoestion he
pleases on the matter in hand, and may | pablic missions which are given by the |
require of him an explanation on any

own
ake, or with a design

accustomed exercise, it

Though we do what we can, we shall /

But yet we must always resoive on
gomething certain, and in particular

both both our exterior and interior,

continually re-
collect thyself, do it sometimes, and at
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the coctely, or the lower degree of what
13 called a ‘¢ spiritual coadjutor.”

Even when his theology 1
hie

ba equally convinced that the p

dead, that they are simply i
| of » mere phrase in the
normal evoluti
sonality, and that in so

“ {dentity " has

vely et
ng
ng

final examination pa
» of & Jesult 18 Do’
He has still another

fore he 18 !

r

o retura duving
and there to ro-

the

clety ISl

time to the

vicestlp
rimental te

ed to think th
and masquerading
the dead, thai the

sal ail Xpt
trials of the first t
fons life. He hss

the rooms and corridors,

§

| therel
{ upon—that cortain dangers

Sl wash piaws a3 o «bly attend the inguiry.
going over again J ; ) v
work of the mnovi Oae leading entist moem

retreat of thirty ds&

Hae has also during this year to study
g \ 3
and during | 8gainst the invas

o | of the human p
immoral intelligence.

various religious orders in the large} 80 far been mado to tell us

It | towns and centres of population This
final year sometimes follows immedi-
or | ately on his theology, sometimes after
an interval of a year or two, auring
which he is employed in oue of the
colleges or missions of the soclety.
Whan it is over ho 18 generally well on
ks | in the thirties, and 1f he has had the
he | full course he will have spent 8ome
on | geventeen years in the tralning for his
work  Of this period he will have de
voted two years to study, six or saven
years to teaching or the work of dls-
cipline and one yaar to the second nov-
{ceship which he has to undergo after
his priesthood.

If [ were asked to sam up the rea-
by | sons for the position which the Soclety
of Jesus occupies in the

%

‘ committee recently publisk

| lot in which he warned
1and d
mality by

Lent to take part in some 08 of th

gard the whole matter.

thinking public.

1t is, of course,
Catholic Church has clearly defi
position with

which are induced by practical
ment. A Catholic is, broadly

Bat against this attitude it has
ly, and with some reason,

mena emanate from the splrits of the
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