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Pastoral
Letters
On

Death of
His
Holiness
The Pope.

ARCHBISHOP OF MONTREAL.

PAUL BRUCHESI, by the Grace ol
God, and favor of the Apostolic
See, Archbishop of Montreal.

Mo the Clergy, secular and regular,
to the religious communities, aud
to all the faithful of our diocese,
health, peace and benediction in
Our Lord Jesus Christ,

‘Archiepiscopal Palace, Montreal,
20th July. 1502.

Dearly beloved Brethren,

The fatal tidings which we have
dreaded during the past fow days
have just reached us; Leo XIIL. is
dead:® How deeply we are pained in
heart by those words. The very
moment we are penning them the fu-
neral knell which resounds in the air
is tolling from the belfries of all the
churches of Montreal.

What a contrast with the triumph-
ant acclamations which we heard
about the same hLour in Sr. I'eter’s
Basilica on the 2Uth of [ebruary
1878. The newly elected successor
of Pius IX., then made his appear-
ance before 50'000 people and imn-
parted his first blessing to Rome and
the world at large, What rejoicing !
What transports of rejoiceing ! What
transports of delight! what heartfelt
manifestations of piety! what ardent
wishes of longevity for him whom
the Holy Ghost had selected for the
Supreme Head of .the Church! That
ever memorable event has remained
engraved on the tablets of memory
as one of the sweetest of our life.
We assisted at the inauguration of a
reign not less glorious than fertile in
works, a reign the duration of which,
by an act of divine goodness,  has
transcended our most sanguine ex-
wpectations.

Twenty-five years have elapsed,
and now the magnificent reign is
closed. ' The voice of the great
Pope is silent, his hands will im-
part blessings no more. The Ponti-
fical throne is vacant, the Vatican
is described because its King is gone;
and our bells interpreting by their
sad and mournful tones the language
*of wuniversal sorrow proclaim aloud
that the Church is a widow, and
that the Catholic people are berait
of their father.

True such a great loss should not
have surprised us. How could the
Venerable Sire of ninety four con-
quer the grave illness which had be-
fallen him? Nevertheless his strug-
gle with death bordered on the pro-
digious. The entire world followed
its every phase, its minutest dctail
with an interest and a hope which
bespoke the love and veneration in
which he was held. Skilled physi-
cians employed all the resources of
their art.® It seemed to them that
to prolong his precious life for a
few years or even for a few weeks
was a holy work of which the Church
might benefit immensely.

We hoped against hope. From
every corner of the globe the fer-
vent prayers of millions of souls as-
cended to the throne of the Most
High. They solicited perhaps a mir-
acle. Perhaps was it not rather
a continuation of the miracle which
has elicited the admiration of the
world for so many years?

Though Leo XIII had already ac-
complished great things it seemed as
if he was to behold with his own
eyes the triumph of his goodness
which nothing had been able to
weary and of his gentleness which
remained divinely serene in spite of
the severe ordeals through which his
soul had passed. Such was his earn-
est desire. Mindful of the words of
the words of Our Lord about the
Apostle Saint John we might be-
seech the Master to leave his ‘faith-
ful servant upon earth till the hour
marked for His divine intervention
in behalf of the desolate Church. The
Master had His own secret designs.
He wished that affliction and char-
ity should sanctify the last days of
Leo XIII,, and so they were. Affiic-
tion and charity did indeed fill the
heart of our great Pope from the
beginning of the sad persecution of
khose admirable religious = congrega~

tion?

‘at the approach of death, what per-

The persecutors belonged to the
nation which of all others had been
the constant object of his solicitude
and tenderness. He condemned, he
deplored their nefarious deeds; but
he ever loved the nation itself,
France, and he was always confi-
dent that it would return to a sense
of duty and continue the traditions
of its glorious past. We are sure
that he thought of France till the
end. He never spoke of it but in
the kindliest and gentlest of terms.
He preferred to drink the bitter chal-
ice to the dregs rather than do any-
thing that might lead to a deplor-
able rupture between the Church and
her eldest daughter; and he went to
Heaven bearing with him the hope
of contemplating from on high the
triumph of virtue, justice and liber-
ty, which it was not given him to
contemplate here below. A beautiful,
a precious death, a worthy echo of
a grand life. Leo XIII. was without
the shadow of a doubt the most
prominent figure of the age and this
affirmation is the recapitulation of
the testimonies which all have ren-
dered to his memory.

His influence upon society, the rul-
ers of nations, the clergy, the mon-
astic Orders, the laboring classes,
the sciences and literature has been
unparalleled and Catholics are not
the only ones to endorse this state-
ment. We cannot read without emo-
tion the hommages which have been
paid him by the ministers of other
religions and by the non-Catholic
press of our country as well as of
that of England, Germany and else-
where. Everywhere is it felt that a
great man has just disappeared from
the scene of this world.

Whole libraries might be filled
with the volumes which have been
already published to narrate his
deeds, to study and comment his
writings. The Encyclicals which he
has issued during the past twenty-
five years will be reckoned amongst
the finest doctrinal and literary
monuments of the Papacy. They are
like special codes resuming the teach-
ings of the past on questions of
faith or morality, of exegesis, of
domestic or public economy ‘and
pointing out to man his important
duties, according to his condition in
life. They contain the secret of true
happiness for families and for socie-
ty. They will be a luminous and
beneficent beacon for this twentieth
century into which we have entered.
What has not been said about our
illustrious Pontifi? Men of the high-
est authority and the most brilliant
writers have praised his profound
knowledge, his love of literature, his
marvellous activity, his broad-mind-
ed diplomacy and his skilful combin-
ations; his unflinching loyalty to doc-
trine in its entirety, his toleration
for persons and his flexibility in the
solution of the most delicate prob-
lems; his firmness of character and
his natience amidst the events and
acts which would impede the realiz-
ation of his projects. But what has
not been sufficiently remarked and
what we desire to proclaim here is
that Leo XIII. was above all a man
of prayer.

It may be said that his life was
spent in prayer and that is the se-
cret of his numberless works and of
the success with which they were
crowned. Those who have had the
honor of assisting or serving him
know that the best hours, the long
hours, the days, during which the
most weighty affairs engaged his at-
tention, were consecrated by medita-
tion, the celebration of the Holy Sa-
crifice of the Mass, thanksgiving, the
recitation of the Rosary and by
sweet communion with Jesus Christ
and His Holy Mother. He ioved
knowledge but he loved piety more;
that piety of which St. Paul said:
““It is profitable to all things having
promise of the life that now is and
of that which is to come.””

What has he not done to remind
our age of the immortal lessons of
the seraphic Mendicant of Assisi
which it had forgotten and to -urge
the masses to be enrolled under. his
sacred banner. Did he not place in
the hands of all Catholics the omni-
potent weapon of the Rosary, and
year after year did he not love to
treat in language, ever increasing in
pathos, of the greatness and the
goodness of Mary. Did he not offi-
cially and solemnly consecrate the
whole world to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, and did he not reserve for
himself the honor of composing the
admirable formula of that consecra-

We must-not enlarge further on the
subject, but those religious acts
which we have just mentioned suffice
to reveal the intimate sentiments of
Leo XIIL. and to justify the title of
a man of prayer which we have giv-
en him.

No wonder then that piety with
all its consolations and charms em-
balmed the last days and the dying
moments of our Pontiff. What cour-
age amidst his sufferings, what calm

fect submission to the will of God.

recover; he was ready, he said, to

TRUE WITNESS AND

his strength failing him; he aﬂd he

He was told oné day that he might |

was ready to go: “I am conscious,
said he, that I have done my duty,’”

on the eternity which awaited him.

the indulgences which the Church

dinals and the other prelates who
surrounded him on bended knees,
after which he resigned his soul into

said: ‘‘He died like a great man;"
let us say rather than he died like a
just man, as a true priest should

who thus die in the Lord.”” Dearly
beloved brethren, filial duty and gra-
titude impose upon us a duty which
we must fulfil. Priests and people, it
will be a consolation for you all to
discharge this debt in union with
us. Consequently we enact what
follows:

1.—Tuesday next, July 28th, at
nine o’clock, we shall sing a solemn
service in our Cathedral for the re-
pose of the soul of Leo XIII. We
hope the faithful will assist in large
numbers. The clergy are especially
invited to attend and the religious
communities are requested to send
their representatives.

2. —Thursday, July 30th, a service
shall be chanted in all the churches
of the archdiocese, at the hour which
will be judged most suitable. A Low
Mass shall be said in our religious
houses where a solemn Mass will be
impracticable. On the eve of those
different services, at 7 p.m., in all
the churches, the bells shall be toll-
ed during the space of one hour.

3.—Priests must omit the name of
the Pope at the Canon of the Mass
and his prayer at the Benedictdon of
the Blessed Sacrament.
4.—At the Mass, the prayer de
Mandato for the Pope shall be re-
placed by the prayer Pro Eligendo
Summo Pontifice, until the election
of Leo’ successor.

5.—Finally, we exhort you, dearly
beloved brethren, to receive Holy
Communion, to recite the beads, to
assist at the Masses which will be
celebrated in your respective parish
churches. You will have only to
follow the inspiration of your Cath-
olic hearts.

Soon the conclave will be open and
another Pope will be elected. Pend-
ing the election of God’s choice, we
love to repeat for the Father whom
we have lost the beautiful prayer of
the Church: O God, who by an in-
effable design of thy, Providence wast
pleased to place thy servant Leo a-
mong the number of thy sovereign
priests, grant, we beseech thee, that
he who upon earth held the place of
thy Son may be admitted into the
society of thy holy Pontiffs.

The present Pastoral Letter shall
be read and published at the paro-
chial Mass in ali the churches and
chapels of the diocese, wherein divine
service is held, ana in chapter to the
religious communities, the first Sun-
day following its reception.

tiven at Montreal, under our hand
and seal and the counter-sign of our
chancellor, the 20th of July, 1903,

#PAUL, Arch. of Montreal.
By order of His Grace, the Arch.,

EMILE ROY, priest,
g Chancellor.

ARCHBISHOP OF QUEBEC. —
Leaving aside all the special regula-
tions, which apply to the diocese of
Quebec regarding the ceremonies and
prayers and various observances or-
dered for the occasion, and leaving
aside the introductory remarks which
simply state the fact of the Pontiff's
death, and the duty for all Catho-
lics to unite with the Church in her
sorrow, the pastoral letter of His
Grace, Archbishop Begin, contains
the following passages, which we
translate:— L

“It is not our intention to here
present you with a lengthy eulogy of
the illustrious aged man whom
Heaven has just snatched from our
universal affection and admiration ;
such a life could not be condensed
into the space of a pastoral letfer.
Scarcely am I enabled to set before
your gaze the leading traits of that
imposing figure whose grandeur and
majesty dominated so wonderfully
the second half of the nineteenth cen-

tury.

lics, but even of our separate breth-

“He leaves bchind a doctrinal work
that is immense and worthy of the
most glorious ages of Christianity,
His Encyclicals are veritable
ises whence future generations
copiously draw the most
treasures of sacred vnowledge. Phil-

and he centered all his thoughts up-

He received the last sacraments with
that lively faith which he had en- .
joined on others, strove to gain all Austral la

L]
possesses in her treasury, begged
that the Mass should be offered in
his presence, near his sick bed, in-
voked with all his heart the Virgin
of Carmel and asked for a last ab-
solution that“his seul might be still
more purified. Venerable Patriarch
of the New Law he blessed the Car-

Writ, social and labor questions, he
has touched upon almost all
jects, solved all these problems, and
carried light into even the most re-
mote regions of human duty.
his most beautiful titles to
_will be his having restored in honor
in all Catholic schools, the teachings
of the Angelic doctor, St.
Aquinas; teachings so solid, so safe,
so much in accord with the sublim-
ity of our Faith and the aspirations
our reason, so suited, also,
supply the arms required to combat

It is quite clear that in the Aus-
tralian colonies Catholicity is mak-
ing splendid progress in every direc-
tion, and not a small share of the
credit is due to His Eminence (lar-
dinat Moran and the splendid phal-
anx of Bishops and priests that he
commands. We might take a hur-
ried glance at some of the move-
ments connected with the Church in
that far off land, and learn there-
lesson that all enmergetic
and worthy efforts teach. In regard
the establishment of clubs for
boys and men, we find the follow-
ing interesting item in one of our
Australian exchanges:—

‘““At a representative
the Catholic laity, held in the Cen-
rooms, Melbourne, His
Grace the Archbishop presided, and
the questions ofyways
with regard to the proposed Cathe-
dral Hall was discussed. A state-
ment of receipts and expenditure was
presented, which showed that the
sum of £4,117 8s 10d had been-sub-
scribed up to date,
balance amounted to about £3,000.
The estimated cost of the hall would
be over £5,000. It was unanimously
decided to proceed with the erection
of the hall as soon as possible. In
reply to Mr. Slattery, His Grace the
Archbishop said that non-Catholics
admitted to the club
The announcement was re-
ceived with applause.
briefly outlined the aims and objects
of the club rooms.

the hands of his Maker. It has been

die, and we have only to repeat with
the inspired penman: ‘‘Blessed they “Thanks to this powerful
XIII. to religious
sciences, thanks to his name, to the
ardor and activity of his charity for
souls, we have beheld, between
Church of Rome and the dissentient
churches of East and West,
lished currents of
give us reason to hope, in a near fu-
ture, for a realization complete
the Divine expression ‘‘one fold and
No doubt many pre-
judices still remain to be dissipated,
many errors to be combated; but it
would seem as if we had entered up-
on a new era of tranquility.
Catholic Church is
better appreciated,
The Pontifical letters to the
Bishops of the Orient, of England,
Scotland, of America, commence
to bear fruits as consoling

sympathy which

and the debit

‘““What has Leo XIII. not done to
extend the spiritual Kingdom of Je-
sus Chsfst, and assure to the Church
her just share of influence
government of human affairs?
Pius IX. had displayed zeal in main-
intact Catholic Truth
gainst the pretensions of false science
the attacks of the impious, so
his successor devoted his efforts
the important work of social regen-
Immutable on the basis of
principle, defending the right
justice, he applied himself in a most
skillful manner to the restoration, or
the consolidation of that
obtain between the

The boys would
and provided with
suitable recreation, and nothing left
undone to make the club rooms as
attractive as possible to the young
people of both sexes.
the men’s club, literary and social
advantages would be placed within
the reach of the members who would
the privilege of
country frienhs as honorary members

Elsewhere we learn that the Re-
demptorist Fathers are erecting a
monastery in North Perth, and that
already the walls are up to their
full weight, and the roof is almost
The success that the Re-
demptorists have had in Australia is
of the same character as that which
attends their labors in every other
section -of the world.
ada, have a practical test of the
great influence for good that this
grand order possesses and we are,
therefore, the more confident that in
the antipodes the same success will
attend their work.

principally, a cause so dear to his
heart, was the object of his
tude, and he neglected nothing

lands under shelter from the dangers
that spring from the neutral school.
Canada also, which owes to him the
signal honor of the first

other memorable benefaction of
Encyclical ‘Affari vos,’ wherein Cath-
olic principles in educational
ters are so clearly defined.
‘““Amidst so many works, and oc-
of all kinds, Leco
never lost sight of the pious under-
takings and salutary devotions
necessary to Catholic zeal
work of salvation of human
He blessed them, he encouraged them,

The Christian Brothers also have
found their way to Australia and
are there emulating the members of
their splendid community in every
other civilized land. Bishop Gibney
established many monumental
of a life given to philan-
none transcend Clon-
tarf, the magnificent edifice devoted
to the upbringing of neglected boys,
he has erected at a cost of
over ten thousand pounds, at a
charming site on the Canning River.
The interior of the building is hand-
somely decorated and fully ‘equipped,
and in keeping with its striking ex-
There is not a finer educa-
tional institution from an architect-
ural or a scenic point of view, to be
found in Western Australia. It is
devoted purely to neglected children
whom the Bishop educates, boards
and clothes, for an average annual
fee from the State of twenty pounds
The Christian Brothers
have the charge of this institution.

As so many friends and admirers
of the Brothers read our paper, it
might not be too much if we clip
following detailed account of
their work and its success, from the
“W. A. Recory,’”’ the Catholic organ
of that section of Australia.

“It is not, however, so generally
known that the brotherhood is con-
trolling the school at Clontarf, where
the best skill of the Brothers is free-
service of lads
whose upbringing has not been of
Brother Ryan, who is
in charge at the school, is celebrat-
ed for his erudition, and it would
be an anomaly in any other body
but a Catholic brotherhood for so
to be hed to

what accents of faith and love did
he not preconise the culte
Most Blessed Virgin, exalt her good-
ness, her power, her grandeur
prompt the people of Canada to im-
plore her assistance.
contributed more than Leo XIII. to
have Mary loved, and to encourage
the faithful to the devotion of the

‘“ Nothing escaped his glance;
had an eye upon all our needs;
heart bled at the recital of all mis-
fortunes; his intellect, vast as
was ceaselessly engendering
generous ideas and conceptions, cal-
culated to procure the glory of God,
the good and happiness of the peo-
ples, the maintenance of peace,
triumph of justice and true liberty.
God had endowed him with a uni-

““Fo us is it, as for all Catholics, a
filial dut§ to send up to the throne
of the Most High, most ardent pray-
ers, that the soul of our

and Pontiff be received as
as possible, if it be not al-
ready received, into the society
the saints and the company of the
Divine Savior whose faithful and de-
voted Vicar he had beem on earth.
Let us pray for the repose of the
soul of His Holiness Leo XIII. Let
us pray also for the Church that
she may happily pass through those
times of tears and mourning,
that a new Moses, according to the
heart of God, may arise soon to as-

ly placed at the

meeting of

and means

His Grace

In regard to

introducing

We, in. Can-

suage our sorrow and to frustraie

the efforts of Satan and-of Hell.”’ the class of work which he now con-

trols. But a desire to further the
interests 9! the Church and a loyal
obedience to his superior’s will are

“Leo XIII. was the man ch by
God to demonstrate to the world,
despite the evil times of the hour,
the incomparable vitality of the
Church and her invincible power,

ever distinguishing features of mem- |

therefore, is not & whit surprised

:Snbsgrihe to the

are first introduced to the es:
ment through the medium o
bath—to the dormitorijes whi
sleep comfortably on he;lutif
At present there are 104
the school, which is in consey
jast comfortably filleq. 7
agement and care does n
worry Brother Ryan,
two other brothers constj
staff, and he considers t':'llltule
cient for the supervision
large number, The matron
lia.y, who is as good as a mc;th
the boys, an

e,t,,bughmncd, & cook complete the

timist. He considers the
just as good as any other
boys. They had only been a litt,
wild, he considered, and were ea. :
made amenable to the
which surround them at Clontarf,

joined hands with the loafer
the improvident. The virtue of work
is placed co-equal with the
of prayer. Plenty of suitahle work
is found for the lads at Clontarf,
and an inspection of the garde :
veals the fact that they have
effectively employed. When Brotler
Ryan took charge in September
1901, the nine acres of rich swamp'
land—which are a feature of the in-
stitution—were almost hu[n:lcssly
wild. The soil was knitted over
with wigorous growths of couch
grass, bullrushes held sway in many
places, while the absence of adequats
drainage conveniences made the land
sour and unprolific. All this to-day
is changed. Brother Ryan and hig
boys have won the mastery over (g
weeds, and the natty rows of cal.
bages and other vegetables give pro.
mise that the land will be put to
beneficial use. The boys are taught
to work in the garden, to milk, to
handle horses, to bake, to kill 4
sheep, and generally to do that
which will make them an acquisition
to employers of agricultural labor,
All the bread used at Clontarf is
baked bs' the boys in huge ovens,
and two sheep are slaughtered a day
by wards of the institution.

‘““The Brothers exercise the keenast
interest on behalf of their wards,
They not only give them a achulas
tic and practical education of great
value, but they also put them in the
way of saving money. A smart lad
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been

of fifteen is considered by Brother
Ryan to be competent to take ser
vice with an approved master, ard

here it may be remarked the demand
for the boys far exceeds the supply.
If the boy ,is hired out for four
years his remuneration is fixed et
£12, £15, £18, and £21 for cach of
the years respectively. The 1.oney

collected by Brother Ryan and

banked to the lad's credit in the
Savings Bank. At the close of his
period of service the boy has thusa
substantial start in life. I heard
of cases where, under these circum-
stances, boys had prospered, and the
cheering feature of their conduct
from Brother Ryan's point of view
was that they had remained toyal
Catholics and became useful and well
behaved members of society.

“No account of Clontari would be
complete without some reference to
its princely benefactor, Bishop Gib-
ney. Where there are neglected chil-
dren to be educated and trained,
where there is sickness and disease
to be combatted by patient nursing
or where human frailties leave num-
bers of unfortunates distressed i
our streets or in our slums,
the Catholic Bishop of Perth bhas
spent his own money to provide the
necessary establishments
betterment and relief can be provid-
ed. The deep sympathy which Dr.
Gibney bears for all sections of suf-
fering humanity can be measur
some extent by the mnoble
ments of land and money which be
has bestowed for their relief.
Albany to Beagle Bay, Western Avs
tralia is studded with
erected and maintained by
Gibney at great expense for
benefit and elevation :
classes of society. The good whugh
he has unostentatiously performed i¥
immeasurable, the exam|
has set the whole communit
which can well be imitated.”
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«There is one quali
and a hope above al
others—a thousand t
peyond all others—we
\'c}y life insist, and t
ity of public honesty

“There i§ no diseas

politic so subtle, so
dangerous, so fatal a
petrayal of a public

the trust be great or
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those who do the pec
honest and true. If |
wise 1 would despair
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ulcer of corruption aj
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but let the people say
sin, unpardoned and
here upon the earth, |
dishonesty of a public

If this language fin
in whatever cases the
in his mind at the tim
ering of his address
nonetheless exactly in
and in every condition
Here in Canada, in ou
our city; in matters rof
Provincial import; in
municipal character; in
cerns the public servic
ministration of the af
country, or those of
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esty. They are the gu
public interest, for it i
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other public dishonest
People have the votés,
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those who are known -
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