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, tical breeders in the past have proved miserable
Stock Sales by the Government. {aüuree at such centers as Toronto and Guelph,mmfMê pis-smi

argument in favor of the system ; but thereare two Tfaere no present nor prospective need for
sides to this, as to most questions, and whde me ^ propoeed sales, our farmers not having asked 
best prices and the average prices for the anunaw ^ DOr the breeders either, so far as we
sold at these sales may be fairly know, till it was suggested that aid could be got for
the reports of the three leading sales this spring, ^ purpo8e, and, as has been pointed out, with so 
namely, at Inverness, Perth, and Aberdeen, reve ^ dubious contingencies surrounding them, the 
the fact that of the whole number of Shortnom Government would be ill-advised in making such an 
cattle entered and catalogued for these sales, no experiment in paternalism, 
fewer th*" 125 were left unsold, many being with

Sheep-Killing Dogs.
find buyers owing to their inferiority. In a letter The 8heep-killing dogs continue their murderous : if- 
recently received at this office from a prominent work Sc^^dy a week passes that does not bring 
Canadian breeder who was present at the sales at intelligence of serious damage done to farmers* ,;i§* 
Perth and Aberdeen in February of this year, he flocks by the prowling curs which infest the country. % 
writes: “I was disappointed in the offerings. Farmers by the hundred have abandoned the keep- | 
Anything with merit sold high, up to 2M)guineaa ing Qf sheep for the sole reason that they are exposed 
but there were only two or three at each place that to tMg most vexatiousevü. There is no more profit- 

t. you would consider good enough to place m good &We branch of stock-raising than sheep husbandry, 
company." This is quite in accord with the state- ^ ^ for many year8 have the market prices for 
ment of Mr. John Isaac, in a late issue of the mutton sheep and lambs been as high as it present 

«L» Advocate, that the great bulk of the offerings at te probably no fcountry under the sun where
these sales are culls, and that in the case of those of ^ ^ liable to fewer diseases or disabUities of
merit, which are brought out for competition for ^ wrtr or where sheep thrive better^,than fat 
the numerous and substantial prizes which are this Dominion. Under these circumstances, the dog 
offered for the best, it is not unusual to withdraw nuisanoe is an intolerable one. and we fully sym- 
them when the bidding is not satisfactory. pathize with the farmers and breeders who are

As a matter of business, we see no good reason for its abatement by a more stringent -yfl
why in offering stock at a sale of ?hmacter a JJjV, eMctment.
man should not have the privilege of withd g ^ ^gdent that this sentiment is enter- 1

tained by more than nine-tenths of those interested 
in the sheep-raising industry, but unless they com- . 
bine in some way to give expression to their views 
and wishes in this regard, we fear that there is little ^ 
hope for relief in the near future. The present. 
session of the Legislature will soon draw to a close, 
and if anything is to be done to impress upon our 
law makers the urgent necessity for action in regard 
to this important matter it should be done quickly;
In the absence of any general organization, we beg 
to suggest that sheep breeders all over the Provimi§J| 
write directly to their representatives or to the 
Mininter of Agriculture at the Parliament Buildings,- ^ 
Toronto, vigorously setting forth their views on the ; 
subject. Let the legislative chamber be flooded 
with letters containing hot shot for the dog 
nuisance.

The Proper Function of Agricultural 
Experiment Stations.

The presidential address of Dr. H. P. Armsby, of 
the Pennsylvania State Agricultural College, before )

_____ Location Of the Royal Show. . , ... . . the last meeting of the Association of Agricultural :toy four, the i^^S™

Council of the Royal Agricultural Society of for them, provided this right is claimed in the Judging from recent tendencies I

England, at its last meeting adopted the re^rt of announcement of the sale, and this course is cer- J effort^n the part of some of these institutions, I 
its Special Committee, appointed to consider the tamly infinite y more honorable than the practice have run away with the idea that
question of the modification or alteration of the sometimes followed of putting up bogus bidders to popularize them as a means of direct
existing show system, recommending the abandon- protect them ; yet, from observation, we feel sure ^Pthe farmer. To OUr mind, this is a |

Show Ite^Pmlnent location in some take the life out of any sale. We are assured that the time and attention of the staff that the
for six J" y c;ty after the present rotation of in the proposed government sales all these contin- fundamental purpose or w ic ® ® nuraose is 
aaT- f £ mmnleted in The trend of the gences are to be provided for in a code of rules and will be completely sidetracked. That purpose ^
districte iswm^ted J ^ direction of the regulations which will make everything lovely, investigation, which must be men ^ -

permanent housing of the principal .hows. The But those who havebad experience in working *uST «suit.” « to *

fMed down to a wiser plan, most of the State fairs under these rules the honest man suffers, while those PTOCedul‘e under which results y pe . 
^^r^rmrentiy provided for. Ontario untroubled by conscience or unburdened by a sense value are to be obhuned from exp^n^work | 
S h«Z Smoney in the forlorn hope of con- of honor get the advantage, and go off with the The thoroughgoing investigator finduit^d.fficultto 1 
t.hmine a peripatetic Provincial fair, but found it a honors and the dollars which fairly belong to the reslst the clamor for a show on pape 
cnst.lv failure ? The Fat Stock and Dairy Show has man who is straight and who may well pray to be institution is “ doing something that And I 

hoarding around the district” and living delivered from a list of rules and regulations which dollars directly in the pocket of the farme . Al*
„n.th its nrivileges, but the prospect amounts hamper him but not the other fellow. when the hustling politician takes a ban uj>

almost to a certainty that the days of its pilgrimage The point we wish to make in this article is, matters are not improved, as witness the deve p- 
ended and that its next exhibition will he held that if in a country of limited area, where breeders ment of the wasteful Washington free-seed scana * 

a*'V COver of a permanent home. The con- are comparatively close together and within easy As Dr Armsby points out: “The function ol -j 
U -ive old Royal, of England, has done well to so distance of the place of sale, where the system has experiment station is not the impossible tasx

t into fine with the onwaid march of the been long established, and where, as the* result of giving him (the farmer) recipes suited to ev«y-J| 
ession and we have not a shallow of a doubt experience, it is reasonable to suppose the best possible emergency. Its business is to en®^

th t its future, under the proposed change of practicable rules have been adopted, over 20 per (through its researches) his knowledge of the natu,
a. m wj|i he èven more prosperous and glorious cent, of the animals entered for the sales are left forces which drive his farm, and how to con .

than the grand record it has made in its noble work unsold at a time when the business is Ixxmiing, instead of being controlled by them.” He pmul» ■
f presenting high idbals to the |>eople in mftgnifi- what success can lie expected with this system in à out that the experiment station is not designed 

° t sDecwnens of improved stock and agricultural country of such magnificent distances as Canada do the work of the agricultural college, the farm®™ | 
°w!ducte and appliances, which have exerted such presents, where the cash system of payment at institute, the reading circle or the agricultural P 
P vftin» influence on the agriculture of the Empire public sales has had little trial, and where combi- but rather to be a fountain from which may 
upd the world. nation sales under organizations conducted by prac- knowledge and inspiration that shall fructify -.Sp

■
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