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government roads. These new cars, added to the
better loading, quicker handling and more rapid un-
loading methods obtained through the Canadian Rail-
wayb\V r Board’s efforts, mitigates the danger of
car shortage. That, however, does not mean that
economical methods may be relaxed.
< ] e “Last winter, over 20,000 of our cars were lost in
the American traffic tie-up. It is hoped that this
0. winter, the American lines will be able to return our
cars almost as fast as they get them. :
of “The condition of rails and roadbed is not as sat-
isfactory as might be' desired. New rails have been
denied the roads owing to heavy demand for steel
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:1. ’ for munitions. Out of the 100,000 tons finally allot-
of ted ‘us, only 80,000 have been received. These have
been used to good advantage on the main lines.’

5 “The labor situation is satisfactory except in so
0, far as the. roads are still understaffed. A special
n- labor board formed at the request of the Canadian

4 Railway War Board, with the co-operation of the
L. brotherhoods, is administering the McAdoo award
hin very satisfactorily. Over 14,000 railway employees

have been laid off by sickness, but are now return-

- ing to work.
“0Old trouble spots have been carefully guarded.
The temporary isolation of the Drumheller coal fields
by railway breakdown last winter, and the conse-
— . quent fuel shortage certain prairie districts will
almost certainly not happen this winter as the vital
section of line has been double-tracked. The board
has made working plans for Canadian Northern, Can-

in carrying traffic in the West should any one road
find itself over-burdened. The Canadian Railway
‘War Board has arranged also that the Michigan Cen-
tral, the C.P.R. and Grand Trunk, shall all haul traf-
tic direct into Toronto. . Formerly the G. T. R. had
the only direct route, The Michigan Central hauled
from the frontier to Welland, the T. H. and B. from
Welland to Hamilton and the C.P.R. from Hamilton
to ’i‘oronto. The engine coupled on at the frontier
will now run through to Toronto.

“Plans- are. being perfected for further unification
of terminal and other facilities. We have reason to
bclléve that except for possible contingencies of storm

. and zero weather, epidemics and labor shortage, the

gondition to face peace coaditions and the recon-
piruction period than any in the world.”

adian Pacific and Grand Trunk Pacific to co-operéte'

railway éystem of Canada is in more nearly perfect )

what weight?’ asked the native. “It's too heavy,
you'll have to put another stamp on it,” explained
the clerk. ‘“Yerra, got out wid you foolin'. Sure, if
I put another stam on won't it be heavier again?”
And Pat beamed with triumph as his $iperior know-
ledge.—Buffalo Commercial,

Sam, the chore man, returned _from the city with
a scarf pin that contained a ‘“diamond” of no usual
size. It was the pri:ie of his heart, and the envy
of his village companions, relates the Pittsburgh
Chronicle-Tglegraph. He treated all inquiries from
thelh as to its value and its authenticity with high
scorn. His employer, after a week of basking in
its radiance, asked Sam about its history. “Sam,”
he said, “is it a real diamond?” “Well,” said
Sam, “if it ain’'t, I've been skun out of a half-dol-
lar.”
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“Well, mother,” said a workingman to his wife, as
he returned from the park, where he had been hob-
nobbing all the forenoon with his fellow strikers,
“let’s have dinner.

"““No dinner to-day, old man,” she replied.

“No dinner! ' What's* up?”’

“I've struck for eight hours’ work and two meals
a day. So has Mrs. Johnson, 8o has Mrs. Spring. In
fact, we've had a meeting and we have come to the
conclusion that 16 hours a day is too hard on women
when big,‘ strong men can only stand eight hours.”
—Exchange.
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Not long since, in a Mississippl court, a coloréd
man sued a.‘neighbor for dgmages_ or killing his
dog. Colonel M., defendant’'s ]awye:r', called Sam
Parker a colored man, to prove_ that ihe dog was
a worthless cur for whose destruction no damage
ought to be recovered. Colonel M.— "Sagn, did you
know this dog?’ Sam—*“Yes, sah, I we' pussonally
acquainted with dat dog.” Col. M.—“Well, tell the
jury what sort of a dog he was.” Sam—'‘He were a
big -yaller dog.” Col. M.—“What was he good for?”’
Sam—“Well, he wouldn’t hunt; he wouldn't do no
gyard duty; he jes’ lay ’'round an’ eat, Dat make
‘em call him. wat dey ‘'did.” Col, M.—“Well, s=ir,
what did they call him?” Sam—'Dey called him

‘Lawyer,’ sah” ’
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