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SERMON ON SIN

The following sermon on Sin, by
Rev. Father Sullivan of Thorold, and
which we capy from the Thorold Post
was given to that paper from short
hand notes by one ol the congregation
Ve preface the sermon by a short in

troduction to the festivities of S
Patrick’s Day as published in the
Star-Journal of Thorold This intro-
ductory note gives some dea ol the

work of Thorold’s energetic
oved Pastor The “*Star
The annual St. Patrick’s Day con

cert in Thorold was held last evening
in the Grenville Hall, under the aus-
pices of the Catholic Young Men's
Club, the flourishing organization in-
stituted by Rev. Father Sullivan, the
energetic and popular pastor of the
Church of Our Lady of the Holy Ros-
ary in that town It is nearly four
decades since Rev. Father Sullivan
first came to Thorold as parish priest.
He found the little flock to whom he
was appointed pastor without a suit-
able place of worship, and without a
school or a canvent, all of which he
considered necessary to an enterpris-
ing and successful parish These
have all been supplied during his pas-
torate, and the buildings, including
one of the finest church edifices in
this country, stand as a monument
, Father Sullivan’s energy, foresight
and devotlion to the cause so dear 1to
and the interests of his peo

is heart
ple The Club came later, and 1t

and mucl

Savs:

now stands as a perpetual testimony
to the interest Father Sullivan has
viwavs taken in the voung men ol

I'horold, irrespective of class or creed
or other lines of demarkation whicl
suallv in the public mind are per
| to di 1 a community nto
ctions
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up into the holy city, and set Him up-
m a pinnacle of the temple and said
to Him ‘1f Thou be the Son of (iod,
cast Thyseif dawn; for it i% writter

He hath given His angels charge ovel
Thee., and in their hands shall they
bear Thee up, It perhaps Thou dash
Thy foot against a stone.’ Jesus said
to hin ‘It is written again Thi

shalt not tempt the Lord thy God
Again the devil took Him up into a
\«‘x high mountain and sbowed Him
all the kingdoms of the world, and

the glory of them, and said ‘Al
these will 1 give Thee, if falling dow1
'houn wilt  adore mt Then Je
aith to Hin Begone, Satan, for 1
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WHY DID JESUS

1. In order to aton for the sin ol
our first parents Thev had gratified
their desire of eating in a most sin
ful manner by eating of the forbidder
fruit By this in they lost 1
hemselve and heir posteri the
love of God and Hi ace anda piu
ed themselve nto the reatest m
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poral punishment (or
which we would be obliced to sullel
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in the next w.rld Like all other

good works, ‘asting with praye! and

alms has this ofiect

3. To show us by His example that
fasting is a princ.pzl means of guard-
ing against sin Fasting 1s an as-
sistant of the soul; it helps to tame
the flesh As the rider guides his
steed by means of a bridle, so the
hristian guides his sensuality by
fasting, and subjects it to the law of
God. Hence, St. Cyprian says
“Fasting tames all rebellion of the
flesh, breaks the tyranny of the pal
ate, and adorns man.”

Let me state here that, in imitation
of the forty days' fast of Jesus, the
apostles instituted the forty days’
fast of Lent, and the Church imposes
it on us as a duty, to imitate, at
least somoewhat, the example of Jesus

and to deprive ourselves during t‘n_is
holy time i some meat and dAIink
St. John Chrysostom says “Before

¥

our divine Saviour went into the o«
bat and temptation which the

prepared for Him, He fasted forty
davs and forty nights, giving Uus all
an example that by fasting and an
austere 1if we must arm ourselves
wwaintt the assaull of the devil
Jesus naving love of us, fasted
so lorg. will we refuse to accept

our persons 1l little lties of
fast 7]:; Will we find it t ,xl‘]‘!n?.»
during the holy season of Lent, 10 de-
prive ourselve of some meat and
i]rn.k" Would we be worthy of the

name Christians if we would not will

ingly undergo so little a mortifica
tion?
You mayv ask why was 1t that the

devil tempted our Lord. He did so to
make him fall, if possible, into sin,
and tc make void the work of our
redemption. Because if ow Lord had
been overcome by the devil He would
have at once placed himself under the
power of the devil, and therefore
could not have redeemed the world,

lﬁl'\l‘i

and would have shown that He was
not God. The devil's motive was to
frustrate the redemption of mankind.
He had an idea that Christ was 1the
redeemer of the world. In fact le
knew, from the bapt ‘

by St. John in the Jordan, that Jesu
was the redeemer Y ou notice
that Satan tempts Jesus soon aiter
His heavenly Father s declared His

lle;
whom 1 am
IHe also thought man
the devi!, and his
heaven They had
forfeited fheir right to heaven, they
h7d lost their seats there, and man
vas created to fill these seats, to oc-
cupy the places made vacant; there-
fore he wished to go to the very foun-
tain-kcad; he wished to seduce, to
lead astray, that Saviour who had
promised to redeem mankind;, and if
he had succesnded, mankind would be
lost and would go to hell, and there
would be no salvation for us. Our
Lord permitted himself to be tempted
in three ways—to sensuality, pride,
and covetousness. Each time he over-
came the devil. Now, why did our
Lord permit the devil to tempt Him?
Why did Jesus sufier this terrible and
humiliating trial? For our instruc-
tion and encouragement,; to give us
an example; to teach that we all
would be tempted, but that IHis grace
would be sufficient for us to overcome
the tempter Ist molive—to teach
us that temptations are not sins, but
that on the contrary thev serve to
keep us humble, watchful, fervent,and
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the power of God Our Lord said
that His grace is sufficient for us,and

will not permit us to be
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Loed as he had befo '
first parents into sin? The devil; he

holdly sugs idea before
and they acted upon it, and see

the result Who tempted Judas 1t
betray his Master? Tl devil. Judas
was a man who was chosen to acl as
a representative of Christ on earth,
to be a Christian and pillar of the
Church, and to perform miracles. He
was selected by Jesus Christ to  dd
things that the devils in hell cannot
do with all their power, yet, not-
withstanding all these favors, he fell
under temptations Who induced An-
nanias and Sapphira to tell a lie to
the Holy Ghost through St. Peter ”
It was the devil, and what was the
result? Instant death at the feet of
the apostle. And what was the fate
of Judas” He received the body and
blood of Jesus Christ the same as
that unfortunate man who shot down
the priest in Denver within the last
That poor man must have
very demon to commit suc h
Judas sold his God
and

rested or put ai

them,

(

few days
become a
a terrible deed

for a paltry few pieces of ~;'..‘:\«1
then went and hanged himsell
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{ to watch and pray, and
What
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nations lead us, and, secondly, 111

th jevil Wi e e FOes

around { What 1l
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up people would face 1 Yet we
re told that the devil 1s running

around every day Yes, my dear

{riends, bear in mind well. do not fo

get it, that the devi and many de

vils, are constantly pursuing us Now
by what means can we overcome these
enemies. of ours? Our divine Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ tells us He
Himself ha: given us the example —
first by prayer Christ Himself
says “‘Watch and pray that you en-
ter not into temptation.” By prayer
| we obtain the grace of God, by which

o

we cat overcome even the most vio-
lent te.sptations. Our Lord said:
‘Anvthing vou ask the Father in My
name shall be given to yvou.”” The first

remedy is praver, constant prayer,
pra t a:l tunes, m when we ave
worried with (.‘t.\'.l"

{ we read in St. Matthew: “And
b \ was come, they brought
to Him many thalt were pos
with devils and He cast out the
with His word

The holv fathers unanimously teach
that the devil can take possession of
the body of man. And in Church his-
tory and the lives of the saints there
are found so many examples of devils
being cast qut that one, to be consis-
tent, should reject all historical facts
if he would deny the existence of the
possessed

It is true there are not so many
possessed of the devil in the new law
as in the old, because of the above
reason, but there always have been
possessed persons, and there will be
till the end of time, since the devil
will lose all his power only at the
end of the world The devil has only
as much power over man as God al-

rssed

lows him. Without the permission of
God, he cannot hurt a hair of ow
heads. But God sometimes gives

hita power over men, either to punish
them for their sins, as was the case
with the seven husbands of Sarah
(Tobias), or to try them, and to give
them an opportunity of practising pa-

tience and other virtues (example,
ll)hr
T'he whole motive of the devil in
tempting us is to induce t lose
our souls He therefore templs us
and uses Il exertion to lead S as
trav, to keep us in sin, and to ruin
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ing. then we are prepared, like the
lo abominable thing \n-
other wav 1s 1o the name
of Jesus in the time of temptation.
Why. the very devils tremble at the
sacred name Jesus Did not oar

pam-

animals, to
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Lord tell the apostles that in the
name of Jesus Christ they coula drive
out evil spirits!  “‘In My name they
hall cast out devils Numberless
Christians have been freed by the 1In-
vocation of the holy nam Jesus,
not only from tempor: | evils caused
bv the devil, but alsa fron his temp-
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upon by some as visionary, but
Church  advises the uses of holy
ter; it should be used quently,
particularly at night by blessing or
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lovely c¢h ter \gla a vyoul
pagan, wished to espouse her, but
reiccted the ofier The voung m
ised promises and flatteries, but

in vain Finding himself baffled,

had recourse to a sorcerer, in orde
to conquer Justina with the help
the evil one The sorcerer called

the powers of darkness to his aid, ar
Justina was obliged to endure
most violent temptations dav
nieht, but she earnestly resisted
prayed, fasted, and invoked Jesus a:
Mary far protection and help, sig
herself with the sign of the cross,and
behold, the temptation ceased. T
devil told the sorcerer that Justina
was a Christian, and that he had

power against Christians who co
ageously fight and confide in
Lord. The sorcerer, Cyprian, became

a Christian, and obtained with Jus
tina the crown of martyrdom. Thus
we see the wonderful effects of pray
Another means is we must do all
our power to resist temptations,
cause we know the Holy Ghost s:
““He who loves the danger will pe:
should re

in it Therefore, we
them, and call wupon the name
Jesus

A1l men, and especially pious Cl
tians. are subiect to the temptations
f St who was wrapt into
third and who say

al ngel {
I "
pted him, for which 1

thrice besought the Lord that it n
jepart from hn Our Lord answe

My grace flicient for vou.’
the “‘L.ives of the Saints'’ we
that the devil in many ways te
ther and emploved every po
wrtifice and stratagem to male
fall The devil is a subtle enemy, D€
does not trouble himself much with

s

sinners who are already caught in
snares, but he employs all weapons
against the good and fervent servanis
of God, and does all he can to bring
them under his dominion. St. Fran-
cis of Sales beautifully says: ‘‘The

|dogs do not attack those ol the house

'and

h(_):d. but only strangers; thus the de-
vil does not assault those who are al-
ready his. I, therefore, he
it 1s g Ign
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the v | whereiore Jesus
an ¢ VOO, wihlle men were asls
OvVersov cockle among the wheéat
He tn t take the good utlions
we make it of our hearts, that we
may execute them, as .lesus as-
sures us (Luke 8th.) Moreover, he

operates on our eXternal senses, pro-
ducing in us various images, notions
inclinations, which often become
the cause of violent temptations; he
uses 1 particular circumstances and

inclinations of men to rempt them
and entice them to evil. He flatters
the voung, and paints the jovs and

p)l.‘.‘. i s of the
beautiful colors; he
believe that they will
yet, ar therefore have plenty ol
time to work out their salvation; he
entices the vain to pride, the avari
cious to covetousness, thi unchaste
to v tuousness, the irascible
saults evervone
vulnerable pot, ar
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overcome him ith the
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1t ot we alone
\h hty God who fights In us
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ourts ter
of sin,
escape from It ¢ ca ni Mg
pend on a D e grace; D
vine help has 1 heen prot
presumptuous and the foolhardy
He who wiliully exposes himself to
the danger of sin is left by God 1
his natural weakness, and so frail
he that sacred scripture compares hii
to a ‘‘fleeting “—Job xiv

‘A spider's web “Fuel for the
fire’'—Ps

The most pious resolutions and the
most solemn vows prove of little
avail in the presence of the proximate

1sed 1o the

Sl d'ill\‘\

occasion of sin “1f thou comest
near to sins, they will lay hold on
thee''—Eccl. xxi., 2 St. Peter pro

tested: ‘‘Although I should die toge-
ther with Thee, I will not deny Thee
—St. Mark xiv., 31 Scarcely one
brief hour had elapsed before the
same apostle exposed himself to the
occasion of sin, and denied his Master
and Lord three times

Occasions of sin are

very frequent

otherwise the devil would have
the success in leading 1 astray
that he has We walk in a land
abounding with snares and pitialis
““The life of man upon earth is a wa
fare’’ (Job R The assistance
of divine grace 1S su ent to
and « ¢ 1 raine C( v
Sin thatl | sent el S 1 {
have not 1: v ] s S 8
Wa God ¢ 5 5 ext
ary graces

NO ONE NEED FALL INTO SIN
Conusaoling as 1t t ight is, experi-
ence also wa S hat « imntless me
rush thoughtlies to the occasion
of sin, and ! [he proxi-
mate occasions of sin are many and
frequent; drink, companions, anti-reli

gious books and newspapers, and
above all, too great intimacy with the
opposite sex—all ti are a constant
danger to vouth These temptations
present themselves continually to

voung men, be they in the cty, town
or country; no spot is so secluded as

ito be free from danger.
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“Babies’ Sleep."’
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known maxin “I1e that loveth the :\\' 1 he 1 b proved he shall I‘P’v
danger shall perish (Ecel. iii., [ceive the crown of life, which God
27.) ‘ [hath promised to them that love

And St. Paul reminds us of our du
in this regard when he says i
him that thinketh himself to s’ and
take heed lest Te fall L. 000, 1,
12

L.ook at the instance of
favared and loved by
how in a moment of anger
off the suggestion of evil, but
gave consent; and oh!
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when in the days of his peni-

was pardon

King David,
one so God
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he sav,

tence he crying out foi

‘1 am become miserable, and am
bowed down even to the end I walk-
ed sorrowful all the day long.”" (Ps
27)

Look at Solomon, so wise and S
good a teacher., who, through inspira-
tion of the Haly Ghost, spoke thost

ords of caution which 1 have just
cited Would that he had practiced
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When inspired and highly-privileged
kings and prophets have failen because
they exposed themselves to dangerous
occasions, whac¢ are we to think of
ourselves, and how can we expect an
exemption which was not granted to
them? In the temptations to which
our dear Lord was subjectea, it was
not He who sought the tempter; it

SO mis-
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|eighty-fourth birthday

la4th next also celebrate his fortieth
Al‘xr:r‘.\rt\.n\ as Bishop of the diocese
jof Louisville
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‘Turns Bad Blood into
i Rich Red Blood.

No other remedy possesses such

'~ | perfect cleansing, healing and puri
{ | fying properties.

Externally, heals Sores, Ulcers,
Abscesses, and all Eruptions.

Internally, restores the Stomach,
Liver, Bowels and Blood to healthy
action. If your appetite is poor,
your energy gone, your amuition
lost, B.B.B. will restore you to the

full enjoyment of happy vigorous
life.
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