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When men like the secretary of the leading educa­
tional centre in an important town receive penal ser­
vitude for embezzlement, we may take it that there is I N. s. Wile».. l.923,4tin 
something in the air which urges numbers to go the \' *’729 066
pace, as the phrase runs, and to emulate those far Queensland... 484,700
richer than themselves, cost what it may. Let it be '^ltAu.,,'r*ll‘1'
well borne in mind, that for one case of this kind | 1 asmania.......  17l|719
where prosecution follows, there are many instances 
in which the crime is very naturally condoned, and I Canada... 
then, as in one of the six suicides cited above, the 
unhappy criminal avoids trial, disgrace and doom, 
by suicide !
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lhc disparity between the foreign trade of ,|le 
Australasian Colonies which seems to put Canada far 

■ into the rear is more in appearance than reality. ]„ 
I he subject is sad, and it is suggestive too. The the exports and imports of the antipodean colonies arc

life insurance expert must needs, in these unquiet included shipments to and imports from each othV
times, take heed of more than mere medical examina- The requisite data for an accurate comparison in these
tion brings out in respect to lives offered, and un- respects would have to be acquired by returns <>f the
less matters improve in a wonderful way, we may look inter-provincial trade of the Dominion, which
for quite new factors to be necessarily imported into I available. An evidence of the outside trade of -\lls 
the calculations of actuaries. We hope, of course, for tralia as given in the official returns including the inn 
better things, but really the outlook is not exactly ports and exports from and to each of the group „f 
reassuring. Never was the need for all kinds of in- I those colonies is found in the item of wool. In 
Mirance greater than it is now, for all members of the the imports of wool into New South Wales, Victoria 
community, but surely never were the risks more I a,1<* South Australia, amounted to $19,722,81/] an,| 
various, and surely never were they so numerous as the exports to $81,950,701. The imports of this ,-,r. 
in these days of advanced thought and a thousand ,iclc were not for home consumption, but for re-cx- 
h< lasted triumphs of Progress. Our despised anccs- Port> 50 that in the foreign trade of those colonies the
tors, on the whole, possessed a great deal too much same ''em appears twice over, in the first
common sense to rush to suicide on every slight occa- I vxl>ort of one of the colonies and afterwards 
s'on, or even as a remedy for the graver ills of life. >,ort of an°‘her colony by whose merchants the wool 
Unhappily many people nowadays seem half hystcr- *la<* been imported for re-exportation. When Aus- 
ical directly any trouble comes, and hence they lose tralasia *s confederated, this somewhat misleading feat- 
their heads for things which our forefathers bore as a "re ln tl,e returns of its foreign trade will be
matter of course. The change is marked, and it is and ,lle comParison with Canada will then
one that all underwriters must note and, as far as SO '"’favourable to the Dominion, 
possible, tabulate with care, for it is certain that these I * l,e samc remark may also be made as to the ton- 
new conditions to which we here allude, cannot fail in naKe of Aus,ralian Shipping which, though doubtless 
time to materially modify the old calculations based on 'Cry arge’ wc believe, is given in the official returns 
the assumption that the vast majority of the commit- , *0nJe. cxtcnt in duplicate. The following shows
mty are at least endowed with common sense, however * ’C cultivated area, the debt per head and taxation
defective they may be in the ordinary Christian vir- I hCad ot ,he scven Australasian colonies:— 

tues —(The Insurance Spectator, London, G. 11)
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Per h-ad. Per he«d. PeVhîüd! 
1897. 1897. 1896.

ftAu.tialasia.
tl

t * tNew South Wales,. 2,198.231
Victoria................  3.260,312
New Zealand............ 1,684,44.3
Queensland................ .386.259
South Australia.... 2,604.122 

■ We,*,ern 11 •••• 176, .397
1 lie statistical reports of the Governments of New Tasmania..................... 499.535

South \\ ales and V ictoria for last year came to hand Totals and Are.. 10809 299
by *asl "tail. As an exhibit of the financial and trade I * *n*d*.................................!...
conditions of the British Colony, which ranks only se­
cond to t anada in these respects, these reports are I The atrirremite r.1 a k. , . 
highly interesting, more especially in view of the closer ColoniesT.lv, ? è deb,s of the 7 Australasian 
relations which are gradually being established between times the del ^1 T $,,I02'682'00°- whlch was f"ur 
the different sections of the British Empire and of n-. » 1 °- Canada at same date, and their ag-
tlie efforts betng made ,0 confederate the Australasian ejada ThetuMk T' ^ ^ °‘
irovmces after the example set by Canada in .868 aggregated$146 l«erfo""* °f ,hoSe .col°0nie5 in 
We have taken the leading items, and given then, r,venue of CanJû ^?' aga,nsl $37.829.778. the
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