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has in China is no fault of her astute Foreign Min 
ister, who, to a mastery of the tortuous methods which 
have ever characterized Muscovite diplomacy, adds 
the further important qualification for his office of 
having as his right-hand man in the new Minister of 
War, a distinguished, an intrepid and a much-trav
elled soldier who is loved by the Czar and idolized In 
the war party and the army. Skobeleff's chief in the 
Russo-Turkish war. < iencrai kuropatkin, has succeed 
ed that Ixirn warrior, whose life reads like a store of 
magic daring, in the hero worship of the army of five 
millions of soldiers of whom he is to-day the supreme 
head. He exercised a powerful influence in the coun
sels of Russia when the alliance with France was 
agreed upon ; for not only has he earned the "knight
hood" of the Legion of Honor by military service in 
France—a dcstinction said to have been held by no 
Russian officer before him hut he has actually taken 
part in an African campaign, conducted by the French 
military authorities. In central Asia lie has
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•wotne in the sense of being a part of the company 's
(jntings

Uut surely the company’s covenant to pay. and 
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much active service. He was in Turkestan in iXtki 
when llokhara fell ; he was there again. 1X7(1. when 
Russia added the Kokhaud to her dominions; he was 
there once more in 18X0. when Skobeleff fought his 
last canqiaigns against the Turcomans. He has trav 
died through Persia, and is well-acquainted with the 
interior of China, his knowledge of which must have 
been of special value in Russia's recent encroach
ments there.

With the lust for increased dominion, which has for 
so long been her settled policy, both in F.urope and in 
Asia, and with two such men as Mouravivff and Ku
ropatkin 'directing her Foreign and her War depart
ments respectively , Russia is to-day a more dangerous 
foe to the peace of F.urope, and, practically, of thr 
whole world, than she has ever been. Her long- 
withheld consent to F rance’s iterated petitions to enter 
into an alliance was finally granted on grounds of 
selfish expediency alone. Such an alliance must sug 
gest mingled feelings to the political philosopher, re 
pugnant as it is to every principle of the Revolution, 
and to every principle on which the French Republic 
is supposed to be based. An autocracy is assuredly 
the opposite pole to a democracy. Hut political ex
igencies, like poverty, bringk together strange bed
fellows. Russia has everything to gain, and nothing 
to lose, front her alliance with France; while with the 
latter, who stands isolated, a great republic on a eonti 
tient of great monarchies, the contrary is the 

The policy hitherto followed out by Ureal Britain 
as a means of preserving the peace of F.urope 
better calculated to attain its object than that re
cently advocated by Mr. Chamberlain. 11er policy 
has been to keep on friendly terms with the nations, 
which constitute the Dreihuud—(iermanv. Austria 
and Italy—lending them the pre|xinderating strength 
of her support whenever she deems it advisable and 
withholding it whenevei she has a different opinion 
rather than entering into any formal alliance either 
with the Dreibund or with any of the Pow ers w ho are

contemplated making the savings of the prudent and 
thriftv a source of revenue to any municipality .

IS A* ALLIANCE WITH GERMANY DESIRABLE P

There was something deeper than the surface rva- 
sms indicated in the recent sudden aggression of 
Ru-*ia in China. It is somewhat significant that it 
■vnehrnm/ed with a very acute stage upon which the 
yUfstiim of the dismemberment of the Ottoman em
pire, brought up afresh for the consideration of the 
leading Fiiropcan Powers, by the close of the < ireco- 
Turkish war. had just entered. The explanation 
which seems to lie most plausible is that, seeing that 
her long-, lu rishcd desire to (Missess Constantinople 
»i« -till -ternly opposed by a majority of the other 
l’oser-, who were evincing a disposition to settle that 
extmmlv delicate question in a way which would 

't -ati-fi Muscovite ambitions. Russia determined

case.

seems

mmediatcli to draw public attention away from the 
'Inminioii- of Abdul, and fix it tt|x>u the 
1 rkstial I inpire. The extent to which her aggressivo- 
iwm an.! audacity went in China was doubtless the 
"«sure of her anxiety to change the venue, as it 
•ere. of I uropean opinion.

That Ru-sia has not been more successful than she
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