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Sunday School Class Organization.
BY VB, ALFRED PEICE

adway Tubernacle Sunday Sch

Weare told that the
which long
the followi
still extant

Greeks had a statue
centuries ago was destroyed, but
deseriptive of ity is

epigram,

“ What is thy name, O statue?
1 am called Opportunity
Why art thou standing on thy toes
To show that 1 can stand but for a moment

Why hast thou wings on thy feet?
To show how quickly T pass by

Jut why is thy hair so long
That men may seize me wh

u thy forehead ¥
) they meet me

Why then is thy head so bald behind ¢
To show that wien 1 have once passed 1 cannot
be caught.”

Our opportunities for usefulness are swiftly
passing by us in the Sunday School, and
how true it is that they do stand but for
a moment, and if not sewzed when met, are
gone, and can never be caught.  Those of us
who have been teaching for only a few short
ws can recall to our minds golden oppor
tunities met, but not seized, and we can only
sadly think of them as gone forever, We
sometimes meet boys and girls, who, at a for
mer period were in our classes, when the
thought that they are now beyond our influ
en upon us, and then we are
harassed with the question, * Did 1 make
the best possible use of the opportunity
their presence in the class afforded 2" But

P Presses

“ Time was is past, thou can'st not it recall ;
Time is thou hast, employ the portion small ;

e future is not, and may never

Time present is the only time for th

And although **time was is past,” the
present  with its  opportunities, just as
golden, is with us still, and we can in a
measure redeem the past if we faithfully
““act in the living present.”

What we need to do is to properly appr
cinte the importance of the work we are
engaged in, and as we look into the bright
faces of our scholars realize that they are
the hope of the future ; that the seed sown
in faith in their hearts is falling into the
richest soil, and that when we are doing the
we can for them we are de the best
we can for the we

In merely meeting them on Sundays
during the session of the school, our contae
with them is so different to anything ¢lse in
their experience that we are bound to leave
our impress upon their lives.  If we make it
a rule to be in our places in the school every
Sunday fifteen or twenty minutes before
three o'clock. and it is understood that we
are there to talk about anything and every
“thing that interests them, from marbles to
balloon ascensions ; from dolls and parties to
“real live babies, ,mnl weddi our influence
“will be very much gre:

s

er, and better order
;’mll be muintained \Iulnw hoth the opening
ercises and the teaching half hour.  But if

all this we have
nfined to the me
“elass, having a distinetive object, necessitat
ding the oceasional meeting together of the
members during the week, we may train and
mould our s s almost as we will.  This
ds what is meant by class organization, and
the teacher who is desirous of mnking the
very most of his opportunities will not be
Sslow to avail himself of the advantages of
fﬁuu ch an organization,
Puossibly this means more
pparent on the surface, for

than might be
thought, time
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and toil are involved, but if we
wright our privile
i this frtiul
vineyard, the «
work of the very hest that s in
e considered any sacritice

What is absolutely need
of our

\ppreciate
rkers with God
portion of His great
Dlessed

1S v W
st
nsecrtion to the
us will not

wl just

ur scholars
understanding to sEF THROUGH
ek EvEs, and to Keep oas young
thought and as buoyant i manner
Those of youwho have read **CaptainConrag
eous,” Rudyard Kipling's splendid story of
the boy Harvey Chene who was picked »1)
out of the Atlantic by a fishing snuck

the eod persuasion —will remember that e
shrewd old Gloucester sen captain knew in
variably where fish were to be eaught, his
great reputation necessitating . continual
shifting from one point to anothe
from other vessels following his. he secret
of his knowledge was due to the fact that
when steering his vessel toa place frequented
by eod, he retived within himself in silenee
and profound cogitation, and was supposed
hy his crew to be thinking and reasoning
after the manner of eod-fish. The successful

THINGS

s they

to eseape

teacher will realize that human nature re
quires at least as eareful study as cod-nature
We cannot expect to do s great deal with our
scholars if we live and think in a different

world, talk in an unknown language,
standing nothing of their modes of life and
of thought.  As already stated we ean to a
great extent exert an influence over the
members of our classes even if we meet them
on Sundays only, but we eannot expeet to
become thoronghly acquainted with them,
and to fully understand them with such
limited opportunities. And this is one of the
greatest advantages of elass organization, that
it furnishes the opportunity of a better ac
quaintance of teacher with scholar than
meeting together on Sundays only could
possibly give.  But while this is a very great
advantage, so great t if no other benefit
could be claimed it would he folly not to
organize, itisnot the only advantage by any
means

The training in practieal Christian work
which the scholar gets is of immense and
lasting value; the sympathy with and
interest in others which are inspired by a
contact with them, are of incaleulable benefit ;
and the advantay of mind and character
development, the result of such an organiza
tion, cannot be estimated.  Why should not
every class, no matter how large or small it

anize for some specific purpose ! The
purpose would of course depend largely upon
the age, sex, and number of scholars in the
s, and would have to be determined by
scholars, guided by the teacher.
There are many, many ways in  which
classes can be useful. A class of girls or
dmost any age  might  organize
pose of supplying the superin
tendent’s desk in the Sunday School with
flowers most of the year round ; the Howers
afterwards to be sent to some sick member
of the class, school 3 or they might be
sent regularly to some affiicted **shat.in.”
The would be very small. A few
packages of seed would have to be hought in
the spring and divided among the scholars of
the class, who would plant them in their own
gardens, and in the fall a few hyacinthe i
Chinese lily bulbs purchased and distriluted
in the same manmer.  Another ohject might

s the making of scrap picture ks for
n in the hospitals. This plan has been

by the members of a class in & New
York Sunday School and probably some
thing similar is being done in our own city,
city. The plan of the class referred to is
given in the following item from the Sunday
School Times

“A young lndy teacher of the Adams
Memorial Preshyterian Sunday School, New
York, has been giving a part of her spare
time during an onting at the sea-shore to the
preparation of picture-hooks, and the girls
of her class have heen doing she same thing

Z

cost

ERA.

at home The leaves of the books ar

of brown paper-mushn. Each leaf 1s o sing
sheet, perhia fourteen inches long and ten
wide, with button hole stitehes around the
‘ s The leaves are sewid together at one

end, thus making them ints
cardds of all sorts, which the

iths, wil

Irls have

collecting for mor
the leaves with tlour
is very small,
the mear

e pasted
paste The whole ex
this coming even within
whose patents are not

wirls

wealthy.  The teacher has repeatedly mvited
the girls to her west-side home.  Now her
plan i to take her clss soon to visit two or
three of the children's hospitals in New York

nable

ks,

and to
them personally to present the picture

Many children m 8t John's Ward, and
even near who are
would be gladdened if presented with such
books, and as | presime pretty advertising
are distributed at the Exlib
tion might he used, the wonld be
very little indeed

A sewing circle might be formed ot of &
sdder girls or young ladies, one mem
ber reading alowd while the others worked,
g turn about, if desirable
and refreshments might follow

Nothing more helpful to the members of a
elass could be formed than a Reavisa Creve
The wcher would incidentally direet

of the members, and in this way

an appreciation of and a love for the best and
purest literature would be cultivated

In addition to these plans might be men
tiomed the gatheringand distributing of
literature among the inmates of hospitals and
reformatories ; the formation of a debating
cluby; systematie work in connection with
poor people 5 the holding of class socials oc
casionally ; the formation of a magazine club
with a class paper ; committees to visit hos
pitals, ple’s homes, ete.; committees
to invite young men and young women,
strangers scen at the church services, to
attend the Sunday School, and various other
work
anizing the teacher will require to
wisdom and tact.  He will
t the scholars in their plans, and
at the same time remain himse
und
zation well officered and will be a private
member himself.  He will make his officers
responsible for the work ontlined to be done,
and will make them feel that the
bility rests upon them. He will see that
cligues are not formed ; that social distine
tions are not recognized, but that the class
spirit is fostered by the members,  He will
think, plan, and work hard himself, inspir
ing his scholars to do likewise, and will then
pray to apd trust in the living God to bless
all that is done in His good name.
ain allow me to cimphasize the necessity
of appreciating at its true value the work we
are engaged in. The Sunday School claims
the best that is in us, and many things that
we deem of great importance should be sub
orditated to it.  Remember, to keep the
young from straying into evil paths is a
greater work than the restoring of those wha
have turned their backs on the loving
Heavenly Father and are living in sin
Fellow-workers our opportunity is no

to arouse their sympathies,

T als

not in hosy

cards such as
expense

Some games
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Tue annual Convention of the Sunday
School International Field Workers' Asso
cintion, of which Mr. Alfred Day s presi
dent, will be held at Toledo, January 10th

» tencher should get the idea that fluency
of speech 15 a necessary qualification for
his work.  No doubt readiness of speech i
a desirable thing, if there are ideas to ex
press. But mere fluidity of diction is abom
mable. Tt is a bad thing to have *a river
of words and a spoonful of ideas. Aim to
have something worth the saying, and you
will e thousand times more interesting
i effective. Varim Teacher




