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movement of some nature, yet I feel that 
with present good prives ruling, it will 
be difficult to get enough bee-keepers in
terested to make the scheme a success. All 
the fruit growing and other co-operative 
organizations have been forced by cir
cumstances to their present status. Whe
ther the bee-men will be wise enough to 
co-operate without being forced to do so, 
remains to be seen.”

* * *
Perhaps Mr. Bver is correct. We sin

cerely hope not. Personally we do not 
believe that bee keepers are so blind to 
their interests that it will be difficult to 
get them interested in the propmedoigan- 
ization. They will not wait until forced 
by circumstances to cooperate.

* * *
Some of us seem to be at sea on the 

question of Foul Brood nomenclature, and 
the sooner the matter is cleared up the 
better. On this side of the Atlantic it 
is generally assumed that Cheshire and 
Chevne w ere on the wrong track, and were 
working on what is sometimes described 
as the ‘‘European type of disease." 
Whether that be true or not, when Eng
lish bee-keepers mention Foul Brood they 
refer to what is known over here as 
American Foul Brood. European Foul 
brood is known as black brood in the old 
"ountry. * * *

Re eliminating the swarming instinct by 
selection (Gleanings 787). The swarming 
instinct is the natural instinct of repro
duction and perpetuation of the species. 
It is only when queens are hatched 
and a swarm issues that real and 
complete reproduction takes place 
in the case of the honey bee. Is rot W. 
G. Flower mistaken when he states that 
the natural instinct to reproduce by sit
ting has been bred out of the Leghorn 
and other breeds of hens? On the con
trary the modern Leghorn is capable of 
more rapid reproduction than formerly. 
The duly of sitting on and fostering the 
eggs does not constitute the act of repro
duction. W. W.

BI:I:S AND IMMUNITY TO DISEASb.

'e,»d 1 Wm. White.

With all the benefits that precise sc i- 
entific knowledge has conferred on the 
bee-keeping industry, but little adxan e 
has been made in the direction of keeping 
foul brood under control. Bee-keepers 
are up against a stiff task. It is well 
sometimes to pause and see just where 
we stand.

The only effective treatment so far dis
covered is that of removing from the dis
eased stock all matter subject to possible 
infection—larvse, honey, comb, e‘.c. —a 
course of procedure, which from the bee's 
point of view is perhaps somewhat of the 
nature of a surgical operation. This, the 
XlcEvoy treatment, in the words of C. 
P. Dadant "is accepted everywhere as 
positive."

At one time it was considered possible 
that a means of curing foul brood might 
be found in the use of appropriate diugs, 
and many bee-keepers, especially in Eng
land, still profess to see in the feeding of 
medicated syrup, an important adjunct 
to the first method of treatment. The 
idea, however, is fast dying out, for it 
has been shown that drugs, necessarily 
of a poisonous nature, in older to pro
duce fatal results on the bacteria, mint 
be applied in such quantities, that they 
produce poisonous effects also on the 
dreature under treatment.

It would seem, therefore, that our only 
hope lay in the efficaciousness of the first 
of these two methods. There is, however, 
a third—that applied by nature in re
storing a condition of equilibrium be
tween disease and forms of life susceptible 
to disease. G. W. Bullamore (Gleanings 
Jan. 1), refers to the subject in an ex
cellent article on “Natural Selection and 
Diseases of Bees.” He says: “The power 
to resist bacterial invasion is an attribute 
which varies with the individual, and. 
when present to a marked degree, consti 
tutes immunity.” * * "When a dis-
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