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NOTE AND COMMENT

Twenty years ago a German taught the
Japanese how to make shell buttons. Now
Japan is exporting shell buttons to Ger-
‘many, France, and other countries.

The Geological SBurvey has found large
ooal deposits in A «ska. At least 12,000
square miles are underlaid with coal, and
only a portion of the country has been
investigated.

Mr. James Bryce, English Ambassa-
dor at Washington, who is on a brief
visit to Great Britain, has been enjoy-
ing his favorite pastime of golf in the
North of Scotland.

The New York State Charity Asso-
clation, in its campaign against tuber-
culosis, is making use of phonographs
to deliver health lectures at oountry
fairs,

At the close of 1907 there were in the
8ynods of Manitoba, Saskatchewan. Al-
berta and British Columbia 1,519 preach-
ing stations and 714 Sunday-schools and
172 of the latter were Union schools,

The lady students of Aberdeen Uni-
versity are proposing to run Mrs. Hen-
ry Fawcett, president of the National
Union of Women's Suffrage socleties,
as a candidate for the Lord Rectorship
of the university,

In the effort to reduce the number ot
rats in San Francisco, in stamping out
the bubonic plague, it has been dis-

d that a iderable number ot
rats from the Chinese quarters are af-
flicted with a disease resembling lep
rosy. Whether it is transmitted to hu-
man beings has not been determined,

The decline in the Frenca birth-rate
is causing great uneasiness among pol-
itical economists, one of whom points
out that in 100 years the rate has fal-
len from 32 per 1,000 to 19.7, and for
the first time In history, and in
France alone among the nations, the
deaths exceed the births. In 1907 there
was 704,000 deaths, and 774,000 births.

The new patent and trade-mark law of
Great Britain takes effect this month.
All persons from other countries taking
out patents must establish factories for
the manufaoture of their goods in Great
Britain within three years from the grant-
ing of the patent. If not, the patent is
forfeited in Great Britain, and any one
can make the articles for either home or
foreign trade,

Otto Pfleiderer, the distinguished Ger-
man theologian, is dead, at the age of
sixtymine. He became professor of
systematic theology at the University of
Berlin about forty years ago and has
been prominent in the theological world
for over a quarter of a century. He
published a number of books, notable
among them being “Christian ins,”
“The Philosophy of Religion” and “Evol-
ution and Theology.”

The Minister of Justice, in France,
has prohibited the publication of photo-
graphs of criminale in the newspapers,
and the press will be denied all mater-
ial for sensational stories by the police.
The French Government believes that
the notoriety given to criminals by the
daily papers is the cause of a large port-
ion of all the crime. On this continent
there is great need for just such a law
as has been passed in Franoe.

Great Britain, by a treaty recently con-
cluded with S8iam, has extended its do-
minion over two Siamese States, covering
a territory of some nine thousand square
miles. As a price for this concession
England agrees to the abandonment of
the privilege of extra-territoriality, so far
as Asiatics are concerned, in the king-
dom. The two States affected are Trin-
gano and Kelantan, which lie near the
Britieh Malay States.

The ship Denmark arrived in Bergen,
Norway, from its Artic exploration cruise.
During the explorations an extensive
group of islands was discovered between
latitude 78 and 79, The members of
the expedition found the depot left by
Commander Robert E. Peary near Cape
Bridgman during his progress northward.
The expedition carnied out the objects for
which it was formed, but it paid dear-
ly. Mylius Erichsen, its leader, and
Lieutenants Hagen and Broenlund per-

.

coal than reeiprocating engines.
difference is not very great, but seems to
be established. These large ships bum
a thousand tons of coal a day; yet seem
te develop a horse power for every pound
and a third of coal used. A portion of
the power is used in eleotric lights for
the ship, running its elevators, and for
ohter uses on board, as in a big hoted.
other uses on boand, as in a big hotel.
through the water at the rate of twenty-
eight miles an hour is enormous.

The Hon. James Bryce, the British
Ambassador to Washington, sepeaking

Dy 'k has app d a
both the Folkthing and the Lansthing
concurring, which will have the effect of
extending the franchise, so far as town
and city elections are concerned, to wo-
men. All taxpayers, male and female,
and all married women whose husbande
are taxpayers, will now be entitled to
vote in municipal eleotions. It is
thought that perhaps the right to vote
in national elections will follow before

The Protestant Alliance of England
has sent a memorial to the Foreign Beo-
retary, Sir Edward Grey, objecting to the
proposed ceremonial audience by King
Edward to Cardinal Vannutelli, the Pa-
pal legatee, at the forthooming Huchar-
istic Congress

Denunciation of the liquor traffio, an
appeal for sanctification of Sunday and
the exclusion from membership in Cath
olio societies of those engaged in the i
quor traffic were the striking features
of the resolutions adopted by the na
tional comvention of the Catholic Total
Abstinence Union at New Haven, Coan.,
last week. The committes in opening
called attention to the fact that this
was the thirty-eighth annual oconven-
tion when declaration is made anew
that “not in drunkenness and riotous
living can any man make effective pro-
fession of the Catholic faith, With in.
dignation the union protests against the
taunts of ite critics. It does not feel
that it should stoop to contest the olalms
for ulra-orthodoxy which have been so
blatantly made by those who have t<ied
to substitute the beer mug for the aten-
dard of the croes. The day for apology
for total abstainers is over.”

The handling of the vast wheat orop’
in the North-West necessitates the gath.
ering together and transporting thither
of a large body of men from the outly-
ing provinces of the Dominion year by
year. Some of these men represent the
rowdy el in our population, and
this year especially they have marked
their journey through the ecountry by
disreputable and injurious conduect at
some places along the line, Innocent,
law-abiding settlers, living near the rall
way. should be protected in person and
property by Government and Railway
authority from these ruffians, Proper
precautions should be taken to prevent
@ recurrence of almost incredible out-
rages reported as having been perpetra-
ted on unprotected women along the
line of railway. Tt is hard to believe
that such things should have been. af
lowed to occur in a civilized country
like OCanada.

Africa is an immense region., It has
long been known ms the Dark Cont!
nent, but the light of the Gospel is rap
idly dawning upon it. Furope, India,
China and Canada could all be laid
down on the map of Africa and still have
some room left around the mangins, This
huge continent has now 2470 misslon.
aries, with 13,080 native assistants, There
are 4.789 places of regular womhip, 21,
156 churchamembers, and 527,700 profes.
sed Christians, There are In Africa
3,937 missi chools, with 202,300 pu.

.

In taking this action D
has followed the example of Norway,
Sweden, and PFinland in giving women
a communal vote,
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to the University of Wisconsin, p
inst the universi itself

y's 4
80 largely to agriculture, mining and en-
gineering, the study of the.
oretioal science, and denying the value
of history, economies, philosophy or lan-
guage, He makes his case clear in the
fewest possible words. Whatever an in-
dividual or nation achieves is the re-
#ult of keen observation and olose reas-
oning. The university exists for the
enke of training men to observe and to

reason
ing for them in all

The Archbishop of Canterbury is Presi-
dent of a Committee which has been

-

and give them the opportunity of get.
ting every kind of knowledge.

E

24
pils. There are 95 hospitals and dis.
pensaries, 16 publishing houses and
printing establishments. North of the
equator Egypt has more missionaries
than any other region; the West Coast
countries come next: Pifty years ago
Krapf, the missionary, was laughed st
for his dream of a chain of missions
across Central Africa, from ooean to

state, where savagery was rampant, Now,
as the result of a most herioo struggle,
of ite 700,000 inhabitants, 360,000 wnre
strong Ohristians, Tn Cape Colony,
where Moravian missionaries tried to
work nearly two centuries ago, they were
treated as criminals for attempting to

the blacks, Now' Oape Colony
and 200,




