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Rett and Comment The South Africa republic ami the Orange 
Free State are neigh I tors, anil are now united 
in the war with ('-rent Britain, hut they are 
renu 'e from each other in thiir political or
ganization and ininciple» 
of the Free State grants citizenship on equal and 
easy terms to all white men, makes rII citizens 
eligible to office, guarantees freedom of speech and 
the press and of public meeting, establishes religious 
fr loin and equality, and makes the courts inde
pendent of the legislative and executive department. 
The president is elected by all the people. The 
legislature consists of one house, and has | vwer to 
amend the constitution in two annual sessions and 
by three-fourths majorities. The constitution is 
really Fnglish in its spirit and principles.

4‘ The Scotch enjoy on • great advantage over us in 
their churcli lif says t!i Michigan I’r. shyterinn. 
“Tlieir ministers who got. country churches are 
not treated as if tliey In Ion» <| t«> an inferior order 
of the ministry in consequent1 . In ibis country a 
city congregation Usually loo! s suspiciously, if not 
contenq tuotisly, on a country pastor, although in 
intellect and | i ty lie may be the | eer of any of his 
brtthnn. In Scotland some of the most eminent 
l«ea»hvrs, theologians, ecclesiastics, | aston, never 
had a city charge, and no on. thinks less of them in 
consequence 
ahead of us. ”
I letter than their American co.i ins in tiii* rtgard.

Everyone is very much encouraged by the reports 
of General Methuen's two great victories. Decided 
action is a relief after the seeming uneveiitfulnesi of 
the |.ast ten days.

The constitution

♦ 0 ♦
It is said that the buried city of I'onqieii lias riot 

yet yield» d up half of its artistic treasure. At the 
present rate of progress seventy years will elapse I nt
h-re it is thoroughly umartlied.

In this resj-ect Sc..tlaid is vastly 
We fear ( "nnadi .n- not any

* ♦ ❖ ♦
A friend of Met I ill University has offered to con

tribute a sum of money t«. establish a new chair in 
memory of the late Sir William I law son. The offer 
is conditional on the provision that lately Dawson 
will enjoy the income during the remainder of her 
life.

* 4> ♦ ♦
The ritualistic civ 

use of incense have
rgy who refuse to di-coiitimie the 
hv.n told by th Archbishop of 

hork that “tin position taken up by the cl.rgy who 
definitely refuse to give tilted ictice was one of simple 
Nonconformity, Tin y wtr Nonconformists in the

♦ ♦ ♦

Miss Anna Swanwick, who died last week at the 
age of eighty-six, 
higher education of women, as well as an active 
worker in other social reforms.

one of the pi., letrs of the
* <* <* ♦

Emerson has characterized “ fashiona. 'c religion’* 
as the kind which *' visits a man diplomatically three 
or four times—when lie «s I torn, when he marries, 
when he falls sick, and when he dies—and for the 
rest never interferes with him " How long will it le 
le fore that kind of religion disapjears forever? 

#<!><&
The Osserxatore Romano, the semi-official organ 

of the Vatican, referring to the Dreyfus case, asked 
recently, “ Why should the Church le blamed for 
not espu: *>ij the cause of a Semite accused of 
treason ?” To which the Ixindon Times replied, 
“ Who founded that Churcli but a Semite accused 
of treason ?"

truest sense of the word. By adoj ting this position 
they must inevitably shut themselves out from that 
fellowship with their bishop and with their brother 
clergy which would be their natural right, anil they 
could not ex|wct to Ik- dealt with by tlieir bishops in 
the name way as those w’io had fulfilled their ordi 
nation promise." Tnis is rather hard on the ritual
istic clergy, who hate Nonconformists with intense 
hatred.

Miss Swanwick 
liecame dissatisfied with the kind of education given 
in the girls’ school of her day, and went to tier- 
many to carry out her plan of study, 
gained remarkable proficiency in Herman and 
in Creek. On her return to Ixmdun Miss Swan
wick liecame known as a translator of Schiller and 
Goethe into English. Her fine rendering of Faust 
is one of the lest translations of Goethe's 
piece- Still more serviceable have been her trans
lations from the Greek. Her English version of 
the dramas of .Eschylus h- his a high place, and has 
passed through many ed lions. Mis» Swanwick 
also produced several original works 
share in founding Cirton College, Cambridge, 
and Somerville Hall, Oxford, and in ojiening the 
lectures in King s College, Ixuiilon,
The 1 Diversity of Aberdeen quite recently conferred 
or her the honorary degree of L. E. D.

Tin tv she

master-
«

♦ ♦ ♦

Christian Work says . “Although the army can
teen has liven i slahlished in this country under the 
tegis of the United States Attorney General and in 
spite of Vie law, they hav. lievn managing this 
thing I letter in Canada. In th::t country to the 
north the sale of inti-xivativg liquor in tin army 
camps of instruction has liei n ; r< h !iit,d by gvinrnl 
orders since IHH i. In October <.f last year, the 
Minister of Militia, having b in informed that the 
regulations were

She had a

♦ ♦ ♦
While Christian men everywhere will b • grieved 

over the news of the illness of Dwight L. Muo-ly, 
they will lie glail to know that l.is state is not so 
serious as at first rejiorted. Mr. Moody has been 
working lieyund bis strength ; and no man can do 
that without paying the jiviialty in the end. A good 
period of rest, it is to be hojieil, will bring back 
health to Mr. Moudy.

to women.

not strictly enforced, issued strict 
- mu t lie enforced in its entirely,

♦ * ♦
orders that the law
and now we ar- told by Tin Montreal Witness that 
“ not one drop of intoxicating liquor is allowed to lie 
sold at any of the military canqm of Canada.” We 
are glad to note that when they have a statute in 
Canada they enforce it. The nullification of statutes 
does nut stem to form use of the prerogatives of the 
Attorney General's office in the Dominion " A good 
word for Canada and her government !

Instead of arranging for a woman’s section at 
the Paris International Exhibition of 19 *), the 
Dominion Government have decided to publish a 
handbook for distribution, which will give statistics 
and information regaiding al* lepartments of 
men's life and activities, and concerning the organ
izations with which they are connected. The pre
paration of this work has been entrusted by the 
Government to the National Council of Women of 
Canada. The volume will lie divided into sections 
on Charities and Reform, Education, Trades and 
Industries, Social Work, Professions and Careers, 
Art, Literature, Church Work, Indian Women, and 
Immigration, each of which will he undertaken by a 
Sectional Committee and Convener. In urdci to 
facilitate the work of these sections, a list of ques
tions has lieen prepared and is being sent out by 
Miss T. F. Wilson, Corres|X)ndiiig Secretary of the 
National Council, to jiersons likely to have the re
quisite experience and ability for replying to in
quiries I tearing on the various departments named. 
It will greatly aid the Council in its work if those 
possessing information which will lie of interest for 
such a handbook, will send their names and ad
dresses (post free) to Miss T. F, Wilson, care of 
Auguste Dupuis, Ksq., Paris Commission, Depart
ment of Agriculture, Ottawr, before Dec. 1st, and- 
indicate the section regarding which they could 
furnish answers to our questions. The Govern
ment intends to furnish an apartment as a rest room 
and information office for the use of Canadian lady 
visitors to the exhibition. Lady Aberdeen is editor- 
in-chief of this Canadian Woman’s Handbook.

♦ «> <6>

The | >ost mistress at I July Gray, Cape Colony, 
showed great bravery when the Boers ap|* ari d and 
took f-ossessitin of everything. She denounced 
them in such vigorous terms that they tied, but not 
before they had repeatedly posted proclamations an
nexing the district, which the postmistress had as 
rei-eatedly torn down, displaying at the same time 
Sir Alfred Milner’s proclamation against treason.

♦ ❖ ❖
The cultivation of fruit trees along tlie highways 

of France is living extended each year, the govern
ment having adopted this practice as a source of 
revenue, so that now roadside fruit cultivation has 
liecome an iiiqiortant branch of national industry. 
This practice.it seems to us, is worthy of imitation in 
Canada. The cultivation of fruit trees on road 
allowances would sene a double purpose ; it would 
insure a revenue from the fruit, and at the same 
time sene to lieautify the country.

❖ ♦ ♦
It is an interesting fact that Queen Victoria, 

though a mendier of the Church of England, is al
so a communicant of the Church of Scotland. Near 
her Highland home is the Churcli of Crathie. Its 
worship is the simple Presbyterian form. The 
people sit when they sing and stand when they 
pray, and the sermon is the principal |»art of the 
service, and Her Majesty listens most attentively. 
Norman Macl^od was her favorite preacher, and 
his prayers for the royal family always touched her.

<$> O O

The lines of railway now existing in Asia form a 
total length of a I suit 8 I.OUU miles, of which two-
thirds In. long to British India- The portion, yf the 
Transcaspian and Transsiberian railways already 
constructed*e|irescnt a length of 8,2u0 miles. In 
China, a numlier of European syndicates lave ob
tained concessions for 8,'MJ0 miles of railroad, w hich 
will tiaverse regions which are rich in mineral and 
vegetable produits ; these lines are for the most part 
in course of construction. The Chinese government 
has al*mt 800 miles of railway, these lines lieing 
very productive, e»|wcially that from Peking to 
Tientsin Japan is well provided with railway com
munication, having 8,200 mil* s. French Indo-China 
has at present but 12 • »mLs, but French jiossessions 
in Cochin China, Annam and Tonkin will shortly 
have 2,400 miles, which will <levelo|ie the mineral 
and agricultural resources of these countries. The 
Dutch Indies are well provided, Java alone having 
1,000miles. In British India the greatest length is to 
lie found; here there are 21,000 miles of railway. As 
to Persia, there are as yet no railroads of any conse
quence, but Turkey in Asia possesses 1,600 miles, 
and 600 miles are in construction or projected.

V.


