course, on minor questions it iy well enough
known there are differences in the world, but
the general note at the Council was that of con-
fidence in the Bible's divine revelation, Then
there was a good discussion on the authority and
extent of Church creeds, the symbolical books of
the diffesent Churches.  Butif there were any
topic that occupied above others the interest of
the Council, I would say it was the question of
missions, home and foreign.  The extension of
the Christian religion over the world scems to
have taken a great hold of all the Churches in
our time,"”
Canadlan Church Unlon,

Dr. Caven was asked whether the proposed
organic union of the Canadian Churches was
discussed. “There were references,” he re-
plicd, “to the proposed unions in both Australia
and Canada, although the subject was not for-
mally set down to be discussed. A good deal
was said about the principles upon wnich Church
union should proceed. The teadency was favor-
able o union, but, of course, the question as to
the symbolical books and confessions is inv olved,
and the Council is always very careful not to
assume the prerogatives that belong to Church
courts. The opinion of the members, however,
was strongly favorable to union on a larger scale
than we have yet seen.”

A large deputation from the Free Churches of
England addressed the Councily, which subse-
quently expressed hearty endorsation of their
position on the educational question. Dr. Caven
explained that the Free Churches were not
united in an organic sense, but that a sort ot
federal connection had been established between
the Congregationalists, Baptists, Methodists and
Presbyterians of England to promote their own
interests. The feeling in England over the
education act is, Principal Caven remarked,
tremendous, stronger almost than the press
would lead one to believe, although it has spoken
very treely, *Of caurse,” said the doctor, 8
great many of the preachers are refusing to pay
school rates, but the Presbyterian Council, while
g the oplnion that the act was unwise
cidedly a grievance, took great care to
say nothing upon that phase of the dispute.”

Personnel of the Councll.

Speaking of the personnel of the Council, Dr.
Caven said that both the British and the Amerie
can delegates were well representative of the
several Churches.  There was scarcely a coun-
try where Presbyterianism exists that was not
represented; there were men from New Zealand
and Australia, India and China. Considerable
prominence had been given (o the delegates from
the small Churches in Europe-- Waldensian,
Belgian, French and Hungarian. ven in the
heart of Russia there was a little Presbyterian
community which had a delegate at the Council,
Some of the continental delegates, such as
Orellie and Gauthier, were known amongst
theologians the world over, and they took con-
siderable part the discussions. It had been
erroneously stated that the American represen-
tation was not very large; the Presbyterian
Church of the United States sent filty delegates,
while Canada had eighteen or nineteen, only
two or three less than they were entitled to.

Privy Council and Church Property,

“That i

a very serious question in Scotland,”
said Dr. cen, when asked concerning the
Privy Council judgment in the case of the Free
Church of Scotland and the United Presbyterian
Chuich of Scotland. It involves some ten mil-
lions of dollars besides a lot of church buildings.
1t will not,however, have any effect, in my opin-
ion, on the proposed organic Church union in
Canada, because here there is no established
Church ; the Church and State are entirely
separate, and the law relating to Church property
is different from what it is in Scotland,  The
Free Church of Scotland, in other words, the
opponents of union, presented the argument that
in the union a change bad been made in the
doctrinal belief of the Church, and in its relation
to the contession of faith, and that no such
change could be made without first abtaining the

rmission of the State. This led the law Lords
to discuss points of doctrine in order to ascertain
whether there had been any alteration. From
the despatches in the Canadian papers 1 gather
that the court has decided there was a change
and has given to the minority all the pre
the Church. It is a very sweeping deci
similar question, that of the ownership of Church
property, has frequently been betore the Cana-
dian and United States courts,  For instance,
Church is divided into two sections and the
question of property comes up. All that the
courts here and across the line have done is to
decide whether the Church court had come to
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ion constitutionally without it any way
going into the merits of the agreement itselt,
The Church courts can make any change they
like ; a Presbyterian Church might turn Roman
Catholic, to give an extreme supposition, so long
as it is done constitutionally [ an agreement
were arrived at by illegal process, the Canadian
and United States courts would set it aside, but
they would not begin to canvass the agreement
itself.  The Church and the State are so related
in the old country that a State Church can do
nothing without the permission of the State, and
we that are not State Churchmen think that the
House of Lords has been influenced by that con-
dition of things."”

Death of Rev. Alex. McKay .

Rev. Alex. McKay,M.A.D.D., who was called
10 his rest on y at the age ot 71, from 39
Hepbourn street, Toronto, was born in Embro,
Oxford county, Ontario, and brought up at the
fect of the late Rev. Dr. McKenzie.  He began
to prepare for the ministry at the age of twelve
years. In his early days he taught school, and
after teaching for some time in the high school,
Chatham, pursued his ctudics for seven years at
Knox College and Toronto University. The
study of Latin, Greek and Hebrew was a
specialty among the subjects he devoted much
attention to, He preached bis first sermon in
1850.  Graduating from Knox College in 1559
he was ordained and inducted as pastor of the
Presbyterian church in Tiverton, 1860, where he
labored faithiully and diligently until 1806t
From there he was transferred to Knox church,
Elmira, N S., continuing there as pastor ull
1873, He was then transferred to Duff's church
East Puslinch, where he  gained much success
and continued as pastor till 1889, alter which he
was settled as pastor of Chalmers chutc b, Dun-
wich.  Advancing years and weakaess ol voice
are among the reasons assigned for bis retire-
ment.

He wrote and published several works and
contributed many  interesting  articles for the
papers. In his preaching he was evangelistic
and a spiritual revival followed his labors. To
hear him meaant to love him, and he had no ene-
mies,  In his last illness, which continned over
a year, he was kind, patient, lectionate and
sympathetic.

British and Foreign.

The late Earl of Cork and Orrey left estates
valued at £42,748.

Excellent reports continue 1o be receive d oy
the harvest prospects in Treland.

An abnormal rainfall oceurred in Glasgow on
the 21t ult , six-tenths of an inch being recor
ed in a quarter of an hour. This has be
equalied only twice in the last 24 years.

The chief procurator of Russia,in a_report to
theTsar on the state of Russian religiony states
that there are 66,780 churches in the empire.
During: the last year 833 new places of worship
were consecrated.

In less than half-a-dozen years Hadland &
Wollf, Bellast, have earned the disttoction of
having four times in succession constructed the
“higgest vesscl afloat,” with their Ocean’c,
Celtic, Cedric, and their latest and largest, the
Baltic.

All new schools in Switzeriand have a portion
of the ground floor appropriated for  baths.
Each class bathes once a fortnight, summer and
winters  Soap is used, and a warm bath is fol-
lowed by a cooler one Sick children and those
having skin diseases are excluded!

The Rev. Dr. M'Murtle, Moderator of the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,
speaking on the 220d ult, at a bazaar in connec-
tion with Auchencairn Parish church, Kirkeud-
brightshire, expressed the hope that co-opera-
tion with the United Free Church ht result
in a reunion. The old chureh, he said, would
extend to them every bit of privilege and every
bit of endowment they had.

Among other traits of its new civ )
Tokio boasts an imperial public library, whi !l is
managed after the manner of the Dbest institu-
tions of the kind in Europe. But European taste
in reading is reversed in Japan. Whereas fic-
tion and imaginative writing finds most favor in
the West, history, geography, biography, and
travels are the favorites in Japan In twenty=-

four days 10,228 works of these classes were
taken out of the library, 9,768 of them printed in
Japanese or Chinese.
just as little read in Japan as
countries.

Theological works are
inthe Western
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A German astronomer  submits a new  theory
of the origin of the craters on the moon's surface
In Sirius, the organ of German astronomers,
Dr. Voigt comes to the conclusion that were
the water covering them suddenly dried up, the
ocean bed in tropical regions of our earth would
show much similarity with the face of the moon.
Coral formation would have exactly the ap:
searance of the craters of extinet voleanoes, and
Dr. Voiut, therefore, suggests that the greater
part of the moon's ** craters” are the work of
the choral insects in long vanished lunar seas.

An Edinburgh contemporary prints the fol-
lowing under the appropriate heading “Not
thinking Imperially” :—On a July market day in
a Dorset town a small crowd of farmers and
their wives were reading the war lines in a con-
tents bill of one of the local newspapers. An
old lady, anxious to know the cause of their
interest, questioned a bystander, “They're only
reading the war news,” he said,  “Be th a
war on, then ?* was the next query.  **Y
Japs is fighting the Russians,”  *Oh 1" she ex-
claimed, with a long drawn sigh of deep thought,
swell, they've got a fine day for it, anyhow.”

A contemporary here pithily and truthtully
says :-—-** Venezuelan methods of finance are
beautiful in their simplicity,  When the Govern-
ment wants money it sclls some valuable assets
to a foreign company . After securing the cash
it discovers some flaw in the contract and scts
up a claim for forfi The law courts pat-
riotically complaisant to the Government, invari-
ably decide against the foreigners, and the latter
are dispossessed,  This game  has been played
several times too often, and, now that United
States capitalists are in the same boat with those
of Great Britain and Germany, the Venezuelans
are in o fair way of being taughta lessonin
commercial law and international obligatign.’

citure,

The visit of the Canadian bowlers to the Bor-
ders wasi looked forward to with keen interest
by the Lowlers of Galashicls,  The € dians,
whatever place they have visited in Scotland,
says the Border Advertiser, have received hearty
welcome,  Nowhere did they get a heartier or
more genuine one than here where a real border
reception was accorded them, and where they
were made to feel at home in the Land of Scott.
The drive through the classic district, their
inspection of the *Romance in Stone and Lime,”
1 their visit to the  stately ruin of Melrose
Abbey is one which would delight the hearts of
any lovers of nature,  Being made under the
pleasantest of  weather conditions the visitors
enjoyed their outing to tae full, and it will live in
their memories for many years Lo come,

There has been something like a plague of
mackerel in the sea at Isle of Man,  The Manx-
fishermen were having an experience akin to
their Galilean prototypes, Never within mem-
ory has Ramsey seen such huge shoals of mack-
erel. A fisherman's remark that the swarms
wire such one could walk on them may e
justified by the followir One boat landed 870
fish. A net swung in Ramsey Harbour, where
mackerel swarm up in black masses, landed
3600. Another boat caught 1560. Fleets ol
hookers had big draughts, Visitors in rowing
boats captured scores, Men on the be:
landed remarkable bags with the rod,
market was glutted, and mai kerel sold at four-
pence a dozen.

Tobacco and Liquor Habits,

Dr.McTaggart's tobacco remedy removes all
desire for the weed in a few days. A vegetable
medicine, and only requires touching the tongue
with it occasionally. Price $2.

Truly marvellous are the results trom taking
his remedy for the liquor habit, Itis safe and
sxpensive home treatment; no hypodermic
injections, no publicity, no loss of ume from
business, and a certainty ol cure. Address or
consult Dr. McTaggart, 75 Younge strect,
Toronto.

Twice a Day to St. Louis.

The Grand Trunk offer a double daily through
car service direct to the World's Fair City—St.
Louis, Mo. Trains leave Montreal morning and
evening. Send four cents in stamps (o T
Bell, General Passenger and Ticket Agent, for
the handsomest publication yet issued on the
World's Fair, and consult Grand Trunk Agents
for further particulars,




