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during the méddle shift. e savs the svstem which
he has inaugurated is precisely the same as that

manded by the strikers in the Pennsvlvania anthracite
mines.  The miners simply reply that they have been
accustomed to have “eight hours from bank to bank™
and are not willing to put in eight hours at the “coal
face.™  They claim that under the new regulation
some of the men would be nine hours from bank to
bank. The case between the company and the miners
seems in brief to be that the company proposcs to
suspend work for half an hour to give its dav men a
little time for rest and food. The day men will work
cight full hours. It therefore requires that the miners
shall put in eight full hours at the “coal face.” The
miners want their eight hours to begin when they
enter the pit and to leave the coal face in time to get
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that city to remark that this was a greater power than 1
was possessed by the President of the United States Jg
or even by Congress.  So we see at Michel an abso 4
lutely irresponsible individual  ordering a  strike t
Whether few or many of the miners obeved the order ;
is neither here nor there I'he assumption by any \ h
one of the right to exercise such a power is danger i

s to the community. It is said that the Fernie strike

was ordered by the Western Federation of Miners, “

an organization formed in the United States and con !

trolled there. Thus Dritish Columbia industries are ¥
at the merey of an organization, the managers of '

which have no interest in this Province, and may be
liostile to its progress, who are not amenable to the
laws of this country and whose opinions have been
formed from conditions, which happily do not exist

in this Dominion. The men constituting the West-
err. Federation of Miners in the United States have
lost confidence in the institutions of their country,
and have set up an imperium in imperio. It is intol-



