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. CHRISTMAS SPIRIT.

EV. DR. TALMAGE ON THE TEACH-
INGS OF THE SACRED SEASON.

THE HOME IS ITS FIT SETTING.

All Family Diffirences Should Be Healed
and All Dissensiens Should Be For-
aver Put Asidé—Everyene Sheuld Try
o Mpalige'dhe Trath of the Words:
“On, Earth Peace, Good Will Tewara

!’\‘_n
- Entered acco: te Act of Parliamentoef Can-,
ads, in the year 1903, by William y, of To-

Tente, at the Dep's of Agriculture, Otsawa.

Chicago, Dec. 6.—In this sermon.
the preacher urges as a fitting com-
memorafion of the Christmas time
the healing of family differences and
the puttii':g aside forever of all dis-
sensions, in accordance with the
spirit and teachings of the sacred
The text is Luke fi, 14,
“‘On earth peace, good ‘will toward

Christmas Day has the manger for
its gem, with the home for a setting.
From time immemorial the com-
memoration of the birth of Christ
has had its true and real celebration
not 8o much in public festivity and
church ceremonial as in the family
gathering around the domestic fire-
side. Other customs may change,
new movements may transformn our
social life, but the Christmas fam-
ily gathering maintains its hold on

. But though many customs

ay change within a quarter of a

tury the customs of Christmas
Day meither change in a generation
©or a century. Christmas Day al-
ways has been and we hope always

will be a family day. It is well that |

at least once a year the children and
fhe grandchildren, the brothers and
®he sisters and the nephews and the
mieces, as well as the fathers and
mothers and grandparents, should be
gathered within the four walls of the
old homestead, and it is appropriate
that the season for such reunions
ghould be that at which we celebrate
the advent of our Lord.

But though God ‘‘setteth the soli-
Rary in families,”” though on Christ-
mas Day, above all other days, he
would have us worship him in com-
K\;Mon with our kjth and kin,

ugh we should delight to prove
Rhat blood is thicker than water, yet
the startling fact remains uncon-
Rroverted that the grinning skeleton,
which rattles its bones and clatters
#ts teeth almost every: Christmas
eve in almost every family closet, is
the hideous skeleton of domestic
strifo. By this statement we do not.
mean that the father and mother
and the little children living within
the four walls of a house are neces-
sarily unhappy or that most homes
are not peaceful and loving. We do
mean, however, that the family
name, taken in its larger relation,

“'is not always a loving and harmon-

ious name, We do mean by this
statement that after the father and
mother have been carried out to
kheir last resting place, to sleep the
gleep of death under a coverlid of
snow, estrangements often arise be-
tween the married children. Wa do
mean by this statement that many
& home has heen split from top to
bottom on account of the second
marriage of a father or a mother.
‘We do mean that to-day all over
the world brothers can be found at
wariance with brothers, sisters with
sisters and cousing with cousins.

family day. Would it not be possible
in the weeks before its dawn for you
to arrange your family differences so
that on that day the old gquarrel may
‘be settled and all the hard thoughts
yand hard words it has' engendered
may be forgiven and forgotten? I
would  suggest te you to-day some
reasons why such reconciliatiom may
'be and should be éffected.. I would
try, in the name of Jesus Christ, to
have over the manger brother ¢lasp
hands with brother, sister with sis-
ter, parent with child and child with
parent. I would try to do this. be-
cause when the Christmas bells are
ringing  their carol no man, no wo-
man, ¢an 88 truly honer the mewborn
child cglled the Christ as by doing
his or her part to fulill the angel
message. of “‘Peace on earth and
good will teward men.”’

Family dissensions should cease,
and immediately cease. Why? They
have nearly all—aye, practically all
—been caused by faults committed on
both sides. They have been cansed
by the pet calling the kettle black,
the kettle retaliating by calling the
pot blagk, and at the same time
both are so blinded by the hot fires
of domestic  dissensions that they
cannot see that each is black. It
may not be clear who started the
family trouble. It is emough to
shew that if both parties had not

tinued domestic disturbance.

Take, for illustration, the trouble
between a father and his son. Every
little while we hear of the son of
some prominent man being at var-
iance with his father. An inkling of
the trouble may get into the news-
paper or be gossiped about the
neighborhood. Some of us side with
4he parent. We say: ““No matter
what the father may have done, the
son has no right. to turm his back
upon his sire. He has no right to
despise the parent who cared for him
when he was a little child and who
educated him and started him out as
& young man into the world.” n
the other hand, some of us side with
the son instead of the father. We
say that some fathers are meam and
selfish and grasping: MThey never
want to give their sons their rights,
It is told of old Empeéror William I.
of Germany, that when the court
artist painted a picture of the Ger-
man court, with Crown Prince Fred-
erick’s foot upon the lowest step of
the throne, Kimg Willlam called the
artist to him and said: ‘“Take that
boy’'s foot off that throne step. As
long a8 I am King I want to have
the throme for myself.”” But in_all
probabilisy If you can gét to the
side facws of that quarrel betweeam
the father and the son they can all
be trace® to a disposition in the
father which has been inherited by
the son. The father may have been
a high strung, nervous, quick temp-
ered, overwrought, overworked, im-
petuous man. The son may have in-
herited the same flery disposition. It
is a scientific fact that opposites con-
join, not eimilarities. The positive
and the negative poles work togeth-
er in harmony, not the electric wires
carrying the same current. The rea-
son the wife is able to live harmon-
iously with the husband is that her
nature is entirely different from his
and is its natural complement. The
father and the son were continually
irritating each other. One night
there was a domestic explosion. The
father ordered the son from the
house. The boy never came back. He
went ‘to live in another city. He
plunged into a life of dissipation.
The father blamed the son. The son
blamed the father. But are there not
grievous faults on both sides?

Paks. for. .illustration, thai diffi-
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1 Sunlight Soap washes the clothes

adulteration it will not injure delicate fabrijes or the user’s hands.

- SUNLIGHT SOAP

ASK FOR THE OCTAGON BAR
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sulty Which® exis's ™ “tween the Uaugh-
ter and her parents. There are faults
there just the same. Faults are on
both sides. The daughter may have
grown up to be the pride of the par-
ental heart. :She was the .idol of
her father and mother, They sent
her to school and gave her every
educational advantage that money
could precurg, but while they were
glving money and, seemingly, every
advantage those parents were not
careful about the goquaintances their
daughter wa$ forming. = They were
not careful about looking up the re-
cords of the young men who were
calling during the evening hour. The
result of this parental negligence
was that the daughter formed an af-
fection for a young man who was
not regarded favorably by the par-
ents, They did everything in their
power to prevent the marriage, but
the trouble was that the parents
awoke to the danger too late. ‘fhe
young girl was obslinate; she mar-
ried against their will. After ' the
daughter left home she felt that her
husband and children were not want-
ed back in the place where the wife
and mother was born, therefore she
does not visit where they are not
welcomed. The parents, in am un-
guarded moment, may have said that
all their children wanted of them wajg
their meney. The daughter is poeor,
but very preud. At times she has
not had food enough even for her
babies. How ' much happiness it
would -give on all hands if a recon-
ciliation could be effected and if the
parents, remembering that their neg-
ligence eontributed to the trouble,
and the daughter, remembering that
hard words, spoken in a moment of
irritation, should mot weigh against
long years of love and parental kind-
mese, should come together again and
agree te forget the faults om both
sides)

What is true of the difficulties be-
tween parents and children is  also
true of the difficulties between broth-
ers and brethers, sisters and sisters,
Ingvitably faults are to be found on
both sides, Therefore what is the
practical conclusion of all this trend
of thought? You, O man, and you,
O woman, have no right to complain
about the injustices which others
have done against you unless you at
the same time have done all in your
power to atone for the sins which
you have, intentionally or uninten-
tionally, done against your brother|
If you will go and honestly ask your
brother to forgive you the wrong
you have done him, in ninety-nine
cases out of a hundred that brother
will a8k you to forgive the injustices
he has done you. Then, as you are
both ready to atone for the evils you
have done each other, there will be
no further cause for domestic strife,
Try to smother the flames of family
trouble by asking your brother to
forgive you the wrongs you have
done him. Try it, my friend, Try
it. Try it before the coming Christ-
mas festivities.

Family dissensions should cease,
and immediately cease. Why? Be-
cause nearly all family troubles are
caused by one member :;d a ln.;:luy
mis/ the motives position
of oj:ll;!ginx:nmbers of the family. Be-
cause it is almost impossible for peo-
ple in one sphere of life to properly
appreciate the difficulties and the
trials and the worries and the dis-
appointments and the heartaches
which are continually nagging and
sapping the lives of people in other
spheres of Mfe. Because it is not
easy for one to read ‘‘the signs of
the times’’ through another’s spect-
acles. Because every pair of family
glasses, as a rule, has a different
lens and different focus.

Study the misunderstandings be-
tween the professional man and his
sister, who is living a quiet domestic
life. Such a lady says: ‘‘My brother
never answers my lettérs now as he
used to do. He never shows me those
little courtesies of love I have a right
to expect. The last time I wrote him
he sent me back a very sharp re-
ply.’”! Yes, my sister, perhaps that
is all.true, ‘But \he reason you are
angry with your brother is, you, as
a domestic. woman, cannot - under-
stand the nervous exhaustion under
which your professional brother |is
struggling. Perbaps the reason he
does not answer his sister’s letters as
he used to do is because he is a
clergyman, a lawyer or a newspaper
man. Day after day he sits and
writes and writes and writes. The
pen is alwayvs in his hand until the
very sight of ink and paper has for
him a repulsion. Perhaps the reason
l-tha brother does not visit the sister
is because he has been unable to take
a vacation for the last ten years,
Your difficulties with your brother
are chiefly, my sister, because you
cannot put yourself in his place.

Oh, that this coming Christmas we
would one and all try to focus our
eyes to our brother’s spectacles! Then
a great many of the family troubles
would forever vanish from our dark-
ened horizon. The man who travels
about this planet with such a Chris-
tian spirit and goes from house to
house—f{rom the palace of the rich to
the hovel of the joor, from the
sumptuous privets . of the mer-
chant prince to the counters of the
small saluried clerh—soon discovers
that this world is not altogether . a
mean world, a selish world, a heart~
less world, but it is. a tired world, a
discouraged world, a 8t00
world. 1f every member of a family

. trials

fodulge ih unChriSifan ®Wid merciless
judgments of relatives who really
want to be friends. e

Oh, my friends, if we are ever go-
ing to have Christmas reconciliations
we had better have them now. Hu-
man life at the longest is short.
When children have grown and scat-
tered how soon they die. A family
may exist intact for ten, twenty,
thirty years, but after the death am-
gel calls one child he is very apt te
come back soon for another and ano-
ther until all are gone. When the
family plot is once selected and a
couple of graves dug  therein the
hearse gets into the habit of travel-
ing in the same direction and the
black horses to stopping at the
same gate. Then the sad truth is
that when death does come regrets
may be piled in flowers mountains
high upon the casket, brothers may
weep over the dead brother, the
hands may be pressed and the lips
pressed and the forehead stroked, but
the dead will hear not one word.
He will not lift onme eyelid. He will
not smile one look of forgiveness
“back to those who want to be for-
| given. O regrets, regrets! How often
{ have we wept our regrets over the
coffin lids! How often that word
might have been chiseled as epitaph
upon the tombstone of the dead! Re-
grets, bitter, heartrending, but use-
less regrets! Regrets, burning regrets
in reference to our kith and kin who
are gone.

Family dissensions should cease.
Dare any one, old or young, gainsay
this immanent truth? But if this
warning comes with mighty force to
brothers and sisters how much more
should it come to the father and mo-
thers who are angrv or Indifferent
with their children? Many people are
apt to judge the children harshly
when domestic troubles arise between
parents and their offspring. Bué as
men and women grow older and have
children of their own they are more
willing to blame the parent for the
estrangement than they are to blame
the child. Have you, parents, ever
tried to win back the affections of
your children? Did you ever try to
recall that cruel remark you once
made to your obstinate boy? ' That
remark cut into his heart as a sur-
geon's knife buries itself in the flesh
quivering upon the operating table.
Have you, O parent, since that sec-
ond marriage, which so trampled up-
on the love ofyour children, gone
regularly to visit your children, as
you used to do before their mother's
death? Do you send to them the
warm, cordial invitations te come
home and insist that they come with
their families? Do you, the _parents,
try to instill into your children the
thought that their father and their
mother are agbsolutely dependent for
bhappiness upon their boys’ and girls’
affections?

Cannot the parents who are es-
tranged from their children realize
that the years are very few in which
it is possible for them to have Christ-
mas reconciliations? When a child
despises a parent, living or dead,
that child must suffer the most aw-
ful agonies that can ever come to a
human being this side of the grave.
Bear, forbear, forgive and be forgiv-
en are the teachings, ‘“‘on earth
peace, good will toward men.’” DBe-
fore the next Christmas comes around
it will be impossible for some to for-
give or be forgiven. The casket-
maker is even now manufacturing a
coffin. The gravedigger is even now
sharpening his pick and spade. = The
quarryman is evem now cutting a
tombstone. The bellringer is even
now ready to toll a knell. Brothers
and sisters, fathers and mothers. kith
and kin, stop and attune your family
reconciliations to the notes of the
Christmas song.

Christmas days have not always
heard the angels sing the song, *‘On
earth peace, good will to men.” In
1069 William the Conqueror, to com-
plete his triumph over England, de-
creed that all the country should be
devastated between -York and Dur.
ham. In all that region every city,
town or village was razed te the
ground, -and so literally ‘was the or~’
der executed that a famine ensued
in-  which 100,000 men, women
and children perished. So  many
Christmases since 1069 have witness- -
ed their slaughters of thousands upon
thousands. Not the slaughter of life
alone, but the slaughter of heart
loves and heart affections between
brothers and sisters and parents and
children, May the Christmas of 1903

edy, but of family reunions, May it
be the time when the very angels in
heaven shall again be compelled to
sing for joy that all relatives at the
manger have become reconciled.
——
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THE OLD FOLES,

Angus IfacMillan Tells Them How
H's Stomach Troubles Vanished
When he Used Dodd's Dyspepsia
Tablets.
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“Even from the boa')’s urty, the mind
Recetves a secret sympathetic aid.” ¢
—James Thomson.
Be as careful to keep the system pure as you are to
keep your face clean and spotless, A pure interior means
a pure exterlor.  Impure.blood prevents good health and
good looks.

will purify and enrich your blood. They will cleanse and
strengthen your entire system. They will send rich, red
blood coursing through your veins. You will have a clear
skin, brighter eyes, an ‘unclouded brain, an elastic step.
eYou will be healthier, handsomer, happer. ‘
Iron-Ox Tiny Tonic Tabletsare a gentle but effective laxative.
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MA. SANTA CLAUS

WESTMAN BROS.

are ready with a fine stock of

Carving Sets, Table Knives,
Pearl Sets, Nut Bowls,

Bake Dishes, — Water Pitchers..

Come and make your selection early.
Prices are right. - : 3 :

WESTMAN BROS.
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§ Ohoice Pictures i
'iand Pioturs _Frames ¥

DANGER!

There is dangerof an early fall
and youn should be prepared
by giving us your order for
Storm Doors and Windows.

-

and Latest Designs in WALL
PAPERS at

TIL TS
i Next Rankin House.
i Order now for Christmas,

Articles selected until
Riooc now Christ-
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