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arc iiiaiiiliiiiu'it in coint'ixt liy tlif returns rt'ceixcd fruni lln-ir

juilifiuii.* sivinj.'^ of liirly years in tlie \va\ol' preniiiims under

lilV' or endipwnieni |i<ilicies. It wnuld not be (iillifult t<i hriiijj

lidlne to Villi by Imniely iliiistrati(in tbe incaietilai)le value of

the >\ >iein ol lite in>nrance. ami. if I dn not tai<e uii your time

in i>ur>nin^' tiiis line of ilious.'iit and illnstraticm. it is cudy

because I ani lirnily ((uivinced llieie is not the slii;hlest ni-ees-

sil\ lluietiir. We km.w llie value, we believe in the system,

it is an a<Unuuleds.'ed universal want adet|nalely met. and it is

nut. tbeiefiire. to be wondered at tliat in ("aiiaila alone at tlie

close of last Near ilieeiiovnions fiuu of ;y.')4l!.S(iS,:!4H was actually

in force wiib tbe various F.ife Conii)anies. every dollar ot wbicli

was uiidei absolute iirotectiou and ready to l)e paid wlieiitlie

time of tbe maturity of tbe claims sliall come.

Oliver Wendell llobnes. in bis early days, ere be bad ob-

ti'int'd bis Medical Detrree and ere bis reputation as a prose

v.iiter iiad been establisbed. wasv'iveiito writinji pastoral poetry,

mucb of wbicb lias been fc.rL'otteii and mitcb of whicb deserves

to be buried in the ilim and distant past. In one of tiiese pas-

toral j)ieces wbilst addressint: a festival in tbe lierksbire Hills

says ;

•'Take a whiff fimn our fields and your excellent wives,

" Will ileclare its all nonsense instiriufi yotir lives."

With lields as jjoodly as any the I)ivine Creator ever planteil in

the loveliest aial most fertileof conntries.Canada'sanswer to the

])oet's scornful utterance is life insurance in force to the extent

of over live hundred million ilullars. and 1 mistake the tem-

jier of the Canadian women if they would voluntarily sur-

render a dollar of their heritable.

I would not have you tbinkthat in tbe two abstract (jnestions

1 have propounded I have exhausted the jiroof of tlie greatness

of our business interests. 1 have but touched upon its great-

ness in the light of tbe protection afforded, antl yet ere I pa.«s

from this phase of the ipiestion ])ause a inoinent and take in the

enormity of the inteiests thus dealt with :

—

Tlie total amount of insurance in fonv in Canada at Decem-

ber I'.lst, 1!KK>, as returned to the Dominion (iovernment is as

follows :

—


