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ANNUAL ADDRK8S. 6

papers on special subjects will be road and discussed at the after-
noon scBsions of the sections to which they may be referred.

As the work of the Assot-iation will bo divided into noctions, I
am procludoti the opportunity of dealing with what will be brought
forward by the chairmen of sections at the proper time. I shall
therefore touch upon questions of general interest, which cnnnot
come under the prescribed heads

;
yet which concern the well-being

of this AHHOciation; of the learned profession which it ropre.sonls;
and, more than all, of the community in which it is foalerod.

MKDICAL LEOIHLATION.

The acts relating to the profeHsion of medicine and surgery,
in exiBtonco for many years pa«t, in this Province, have been
changed. If amendment means improvement, correction, change
for the better, then have I difficulty in unreservedly qualifying
the hasty legislation in tho ancient capital, last eesMion, whore
three bills wont in, to satisfy the fancioH of three ordern of mind,
and one came out, satisfying fully, I believe, no order of mind.

Tho Province of Ontario has a central examining boni-d, and
the medical press and profession of that Province have pronounced
in its favour. The Province ofQuebec has, a« yet, flo contra! board,
yet nothing short of it will satisty the wishes of those who look
only to the well-being of the profession, and of thecommuniJy.

Medical education, as well as tho preparation for it, belongs to
each Province. It is useless, therefore, to speak of medical legis-
lation for the whole Dominion ; or of havir • a medical act to aj)ply
to, and to govern, the whole Dominion, But it should be an
easy matter to introduce measures simultaneously, in tho several
Local Legislatures, each for its own Province, yet all alike, so that
the practitioner in one part of the Dominion could be a practi-
tioner in all; but central examining boai-ds, one for each Province,
and an uniform standard for the whole, must be elements in that
system.

To compel persons, having a license to practise in one part of
the Dominion, to obtain another to practise in another part of the
same Dominion, seems to be an anomaly, but an anomaly which can
be remedied only by a parity of medical legislation in the several
Provinces.

How much more liberal is the present action in Great Britain
where the Enclinh nnllAvo of PKtT„:,.;a»„ u..„ ^„„.._j _ u-i_

'

which even foreign practitioners may be legalized in England.


