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velopment of the science of medicine, and amid the 
worries and vexations of a country practice his heart 
burned with the hope of some time visiting the great 
centres of learning. As the years passed, the impulse 
grew more and more urgent to go forth and see the 
great minds which had controlled his hours of study. 
All students flocked to Paris in the fourth decade. 
Nowhere else was the pool so deeply stirred, and 
Laennec, Broussais, Louis, Andral, Velpeau, and others 
dominated the thoughts of the profession. One can 
imagine how carefully the plan was laid, and how for 
years the little surplus earnings were hoarded for the 
purpose. But the trial which demanded the greatest 
courage was the leaving of wife and children, and 
there are passages in the letters which indicate that the 
struggle was hard, not indeed without bitterness. He 
apologizes frequently for an apparent cruelty in leaving 
them for the sake of his profession ; and the neighbours 
did not make it easier for the poor wife, whose desertion 
they could not understand. In one of the letters he 
says, ' So people say I have left you ? Well, so I have, 
and you ought always to put the most charitable con­
struction on such remarks ; the same people when 
I come back will possibly say I have returned. Some­
times remarks of this sort are made carelessly, as men 
tramp upon worms ; sometimes from wantonness, as 
boys pull off the wings of flies and pierce them with 
pins ; sometimes for sport, as hunters shoot inoffensive 
creatures that are of no service ; sometimes for spite, as 
we kill fleas ; sometimes for experiment, as philosophers 
torture dogs; but seldom from wickedness, as pagans 
skin saints, and as Christians skin one another.’ And 
in another he says,1 My expressions put me in mind of 
a sick man’s repentance. I know, Isaphaena, you have


