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and decisive engagement taking place at Batoche, where Riel was
captured. Many lives were lost in the campaign, and great hard-
ships were endured by the volunteers, half-breeds, and settlers,

before this needless outbreak was suppressed. Riel and several
Indians were tried for treason and murder ; some, among whom
was Riel, were executed, the remainder being either imprisoned
or pardoned. The execution of Riel caused great excitement in

Quebec, where considerable sympathy was felt for the people he
so sadly kd astray. The rebellion had its uses—for an inquiry
was made into the grievances of the Indians and half-breeds, and
many of the causes of complaint removed.

7. Recent Events.—The political history of Canada during
the last ten years furnishes few events of a stirring character.
The Manitoba School Question excited, perhajis, the most wide-
spread and intense interest. Several Pnme Ministers havo held
office since the deatli of Sir John A. Macdonald in 1891. Of tliese,

Sir J. J. C. Abbott, Sir Jolin Thompson, who died while the guest
of the Queen at Windsor Castle Sir Mackenzie Bowell, Sir Charles
Tupper, wore Conservatives; wliilst Sir Wilfrid Laurier, who came
into office in 1896, and at the present time (1902) still holds the
reins of power, is a Liberal.

Among the many events which might, if space permitted, be
noted two stand out prominently. One of these ia the Bering
Sea Fishery dispute. The United States claimed the sole right to

catch seals in the Bering Sea, and went so far in assertion of their

claim as to seize stmie Canadian vessels found engaged in that

occupation. The matter was finally left to arbitrators, who met
in Piiris, and decided that tlie claim of the United States was
not a good one, and, in consequence, that country was called

upon to pay damages to the owners of the captured Canadian
vessels. Measures for the better protection of seals are still

under consideration. Tliis matter, together with the settlement of

the true boundary between Canada and Alaska, and the Atlantic

Coast Fisheries question, are in the hands of a Joint High Com-
mission, which, as yet, has failed to reach any decision satisfactory

to botli Canada and the United States.
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