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made the modern farm slave a 100 times more 
productive than the old serf or chattel slave; yet 
since they cannot farm without their fellows' help 
it follows that they are entitled to no more con
sideration than the rest of their class. All are 
dependent upon each other, and to treat farmers 
as a class is rubbish.

Thus farming from being the foremost pursuit 
of the workers, has been brought by the power of 
capitalism upon an equal footing with the rest of 
production, and, because capitalism is a slave sys
tem, all the workers under its sway are slaves, for 
they are forced to give up the fruit of their toll 
under pressure. Yes, even our independent farm
ers. Modern production is social production, and, 
as a matter of fact, when you, good homesteader, 
are digging out willow roots with a mattock, it 
really is society doing it, although it must be ad
mitted the pain in the back is all yours. Social 
production we have today ; let us take a brief look 
into its workings.

We have seen that modern methods of produc
tion seem to have forced agriculture into the back
ground and given more prominence to the indus
trial or manufacturing pursuits, and, indeed, it. 
would seem that capitalism thrives at the expense 
of farming. Be that as it may, in order to under
stand the farmer’s position exactly, we must take 
a short survey of modern production™

Old-time methods of production were of an in
dividualistic nature. One man or a number made 
goods, say, boots, armour, or clothing, in order to 
exchange them for other things they needed. Thus 
the shoemaker would exchange with the miller or 
tailor, shoes for flour or clothing. This of course 
was many years ago, before money or a medium 
of exchange was generally used. Gradually this 
changed until we And ourselves living in the age 
of absolute social production. Each and every 
member of the working class (and no other) adds 
his quota to the general stock, Incorporates his 
labour-power into the stream of production as it


