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They send her to the

Every year the youngsters
are becoming more and vocal
in their lack of respect for
the morality of their elders.
Many factors are creating
this alienation - the mainone
being the inability of those
with power to behave in ac-
cordance with the morality
they profess. Let me give you
a concrete example of the
immorality of the power elite
which contributes steadily to
the erosion of respect for the
present social order.

What happens when a
naughty little girl gets her-
self pregnant here at McGill1?
I have a large number of
case histories to draw from
- I have the face of a father
confessor and I’ve listened
to many tales and have
served on more than one

“committee’’. Abortionisby of

no means a rare happening
here. A good proportion of
the young girls I know have
had abortions. The “‘sta-
tistics* are at best guess-
work - due to our criminal
morality - but in Canada
probably one in every four
women has one or more ab-
ortions during her lifetime;
there are 100,000 to 200,000
abortions per year, perhaps
1000 deaths per year. Quack
abortions are the largest
killer of young Canadian
women after automobile ac-
cidents. I know a very sweet
McGill girl who died of a
butcher abortion. About one
in seven Canadian women
bears an illegitimate child
at least once in her life-
time.

I've seen pregnancy hap-
pen to the most unlikely kids.
It happens to nice girls more
often than it happens to sluts.
Girls who have been brought
up with a rigid code and
nothing but a talk-experience
are the most frequent vic-
tims, They are the ones who
can’t cope with a real sed-
uction when it hits them -
they’re always sure it won’t
- and they are the ones who
are least able to tell the
difference between imma-
ture and mature men.

ABORTION COMMITTEE

Here’'s the way it happens
at McGill, The girl gets and
more panicky as it slowly
dawns on her that she is
Pregnant. Usually the first
person she confides in is the
strongest, most mature girl-
friend she knows of on her
floor at RVC - then she col-
lapses into an hysterical
heap. The girlfriend immed-
lately organizes an abortion
committee, When the reality
is upon them, theological ar~
guments which were once
real to these girls just vap-
orize,

Sometimes there are
McGill boys on the com-
mittee. The girls prefer to
keep the boy who did the deed
off the committee unless he
is capable of doing Joe jobs
like raising money. No mat-
ter what the pregnant young
student thinks of the father,
her girlfriends think of him
as a sexual zero, a know
nothing,

Adults are seldom trusted
on the committee and with
good reason. The girls know
very well, for instance, that
the McGill Health Service
' will not offer help when help
‘18 desperately necessary -
after all, no adult wants to
put his job on the line just
to help a defenceless young
woman, The adults have lots
of sympathy, the same kind
sympathy that good
Germans had for Jews in
1943, useless. The adults
talk morality; they are much
too cowardly to practice it.

Only in an extreme emer-
gency are the parents
brought into the committee,
The girl either doesn’t want
to hurt her parents or doesn’t
want to add a lot of emotional
stress to an already trying
experience or she simply
doesn’t trust them enough to
have an open communication
relationship. Most McGill
girls manage to hide their
abortions from their parents
very successfully.

Ministers of the various
religious faiths are worse
than distrusted; they are
blamed for creating the
situation., One girl told me
very bitterly, ‘Those menl
Christianity was invented by
a male God who laid an in-
nocent virgin and left her.’

The purpose of the com-
mittee is two-fold--to find
the most suitable abortion-
ist who is not in jail and to
raise the money for the ab-
ortion. If the committee is
sophisticated -- and it often
is, seeking advice from me-
dical students, etc -~ the
preferred abortionist is a
doctor who used the dila-
tion and curettage method.
A quack is used and death
risked only as a last resort.
In this case a wise com-
mittee has already lined up
a  gynecologist willing to
check over and clean up a
bad abortion. Some doctors
are evidently so callous that
they will not even do this,

Let me recreate for you
some of my memories.

It is exam time, A young
woman who has just that
morning had a butcher abor-
tion in a filthy house is ta-
ing one of her Honors En-
glish exams. She is pale and
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weak and not at all her us-
ual charming self--but an
abortion is noexcuse to miss
an exam. Her friends are
outside, waiting, ready with
a car to pick her up after
the exam or before if she
faints and gets sick. They
didn’t want her to go to the
exam but she insisted. She
desperately didn’t want to
take another loss. After-
wards she was brought to
a student apartmentandcar-
ried inside and lovingly tak-
en care of and coached for
her next exam., No grown-
ups allowed, The grown-ups
are butchers and everyone
there knows it.

EXCALIBUR

butcher shop

the suow was melting on her
cheeks.

MATH AND PREGNANCY

Once a timid freshman
with long hair and the face
of a 14 year old girl knock-
ed on my office door. She
talked to me about math in a
tiny voice then she talked
about being too depressed to
study, andthen about sad love
affairs in a voice so small I
had to lean over to hear.
Then she started to sob vio-
lently and talk about preg-
nancy.

She was from out of town.
Her classes were so large

Your elders witness this
crime daily--and do nothing,
They are too cowardly even
to speak out against a law
which makes common nazis
of them. Will you be a cow-
ard too?

Are you going to become a
lawyer? You will be askedto
uphold a law which can’t be
enforced, which breeds con-
tempt for the law. You are
going to find yourself prose-
cuting doctors whose only
crime is that they helped a
young woman. Your elders
are accomplices to crime
which the state commits ag-
ainst its women, Will youlet
them teach you how to be a
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I met a friend at the Bis-
tro in the afternoon--a Mc-
Gill girl from a
Westmount family, She was
very drunk and made me sit
down. She was just backfrom
a trip to the States for an
abortion on money loaned to
her from a married girl-
friend. She had to pay the
man five hundred dollars and
when she got there she found
out that she had to sleep with
him, too. She was desyerate
enough to do it. That’s not
something you can tell your
parents about--but some-
thing you have to tell some-
one,

She was Catholic. ‘Now I
know what Catholics really
believe in’, she said. She
took off her $200 cross and
threw it under the tables and
that started her cryingso we
had to leave the Bistro be-
cause she didn’t want to cry
in public. She started to rant
and rave. She called every-
one she knew a bastard--
this from a girl who never
swore. She cried and cried,
And she cursed herself for
believing in everything she
had ever believed in. And
she cried. I held her up to
keep her from falling--she
was that drunk. The cold
wind and the beauty of the
falling snow was good for
her.

When we got to the top of
the mountain at the lookout
she saw a handsome man
standing there looking out
over the city, and said, ‘Look
at that! Would I like to have
that!l” And then she startedto
laugh. But I couldn’t tell if
she was still crying because

wealthy

and impersonal and she was
80 shy that she had made
only one friend here at Mc-
Gill, a boy who had laid her
and left her. She lived at
RVC but was close to no one
there. I put a forth year girl
on to her who knew the ropes
because she had been thru
it herself. They took care of

| her,

Do you want more? I know
fifty more stories like that
about McGill girls introuble,

I am angry as I write this..

Judge this world which
tortures its own rosey
cheeked daughters with hu-
miliation and terror andfear
and pain and guilt, which
subjects them to unneces-
sary disease, maiming, and
death, Judge this world which
talks about the sanctity of an
unwanted life that it isn’t
willing to care for or love
or feed or educate--on a
Planet thatis stranglingfrom
overpopulation. Judge this
world which talks piously
about a passive, unthinking,
unemotional, chemical thing,
in which there has been ze-
ro emotional and material
investment, as if it were a
life--and yet treats the mo-
ther like so much garbage
who deserves herfate, Judge
the Canadian Government
which murders a thousand
young girls a year in a most
horrible way.

Then act.

Are you going to become
a doctor? You will witness
desperate girls you'll have
to turn away because of the
law, girls nearly bleeding

to death, dying girls, girls
dead of a quack abortion,

criminal too? Or are you go-
ing to fight for the total ab-
olition of the abortion law?

Are you going to become a
religious leader? Your el-
ders are quite willing to hu-
miliate and maim and tor-
ture girls who are audacious
enough to violate the sexual
laws of God. Are you?

Are you going to go into
politics? Every member of
the Canadian House of Com-
mons is an accomplice inthe
murder of 1000 Canadian wo-
men every year. Your el-
ders have excellent excus-
es for their role--the same
ones that were used by Adolf
Eichmann. Can you fight?

Are you going to become
a wife and mother of a dau-
ghter? Your little girl may
grow up in a world where
she has to take a trip to a
dirty filthy butcher shop.
Don’t think it won’t happen
to you. Daughters will be
daughters. She’ll never tell
you about her trip and she
may bleed to death or you
may have to do without
grandchildren, Make sure
your daughter always has av-
ailable competent medical
help. Get your husband to
work on blowing that abor-

tion law to hell,

When you join the power
elite, if you want your chil-
dren to respect you, you’ll
have to earn it, That is some-
thing your parents have yet
to learn. Some of this res-
pect youcanearn by breaking
the state’s tyranny over the
bodies of its women, No wo-
man should be forcedto bear
a child she does not want.




