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The UNB Debating Society challenged the SRC to defend 
the march staged on September 30 to protest the proposed 
cutbacks.

Speaking for the SRC:
Andy Young, Assistant Comptroller, SRC

Speaking for the Debating Society: Tom Kovacs, John
Bosnitch 
Kevin Ratcliff:

he was pleased with the turnout.
felt that the march was an effective way of showing the 

politicians that the students are really concerned about the 
cutbacks

he felt that the media coverage was excellent and helped 
to reinforce the effect of the march.

Conceded that some parts of the march were poorly 
organised but felt that even though the sound system was 
faulty, overall the march was effective.

By way of a follow-up, Ratcliff is drafting a letter to Prime 
Minister Trudeau to inform him of the extent of the student 
protests and asking that specific steps be token to stop the 
cutbacks and investigate possible misappropriation of 
funds by provincial government.
Tom Kovacs:

Felt the march was not a success because the majority of 
the students were uninformed and attended the march to 
get some answers to their questions. None of the speeches 
(or what little was heard of them) answered those ques­
tions or offered solutions to the problems facing University 
students.

Agreed with the good intentions behind the march but 
felt that it could have been better organized.

Andy Young:
Felt that the march achieved all of its objectives:

-it informed the students 
-it moblized the students
-it was effective in showing student disapproval of the cut­
backs.
John Bosnitch:

-Agreed with the intentions behind the march but felt 
that the march was poorly organized and failed miserably 
to get its point across.

•Feels that in itself the march will achieve little, he wants 
some action - visible follow-up on the part of the SRC now.

-Suggested that Ratcliff send an open letter to the editor 
of the Daily Gleaner putting in writing all of the relevant 

• statements of Joe Daigle and Charles Gallagher - namely, 
both appeared opposed to the cutbacks. Bosnitch wants to 
know who is supporting the cutbacks if both the Liberals 
and Conservatives are against them and there is no NDP 
representative in the Legislature?

General comments on Debate:
When the debate was open to questions and comments 

from the floor the students asked about follow-up to the 
march, why the premier was not present at the demonstra­
tion, what happened to the sound system. Although they 
agreed in principle to Ratcliff's letter to the Prime Minister, 
they did not feel that it would be very effective. They en­
dorsed an open, vocal protest utilizing the local media. All 
agreed that the students must make every effort,to stop the 
cutbacks.

The turnout was excellent and showed that the students 
are interested in having open debates of this type which 
give them the opportunity to speak. The Debating Society 
hopes to sponsor several more open debates over the next 
few weeks, dealing with topics that concern students: i.e. 
the upcoming referendum on the SUB.

If the students have any topics that they feel would be 
worthwhile debating publicly, they should see Mary 
Abraham, president of the UNB debating society. All sug­
gestions are welcome.

If any students wish to get involved with debating, the 
meetings are held every week on Monday evenings, 7 pm, 
Rm 32, Annex C.

A vote was token at the debate- as to the success of the 
march. While it was difficult to determine whether the 
students felt that the march was a success, they were 
unanimous in their support for an effective follow-up on the 
part of the SRC.
Submitted by,
Mary Abraham 
President,
UNB Debating Society

President Kevin Ratcliffing the gift of life.

ly Schedule TO ALL UNB STUDENTS:

The Board of Directors of the Student Union 
Building extend an invitation to all students to at­
tend an open forum to explain the upcoming SUB 
referenda and renovation proposals.
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OWER The following seats have been 
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|___
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