
Toronto, November 12, 1910

SSIAýN VIOLINIST IN CANADA
Mr. Yan Hamhourg's First Public Recital

NDING in a stage light, with ne vague re-
anblance to a Mephisto in evening dress, Mn.
L.n Hambourg played "Tht Dtvil's TnilI" to
te soothing, supernal accompaniment of a
gan. Tht efftct was very fetching. It was
ineans vaudeville; it was a toucb of musical
h stage colour-and it worked.

'5 Sonata del Diavolo," as it was called on
tht programme,
was tht second
big number at
Mr. Hambourg's
first necital in
Canada, gi v en
last week in To-
rente; whene the
violinîst, with bis
father, Prof essor
Michael Ham-
bourg, bas ne-
cently become es-
tablished. Thbe
hall was filled.
Thene lad been
considenable curi-
csity regarding
Mn. Hamboung.
Wby sbould a
man witb bis al-
legtd neputation
as a violinist set-
tIc in Tononto,

Mr. Jan Hambourg. whose musical at-
mosphere is as

ry nebulous? And there was some inevit-
spicion--of the usual kind bastd on a certain
f provincialism, wbicb bas frozen out big
before now.

H*ambourg bas now been vindicated by a
Toronto public. Oh, yes, Toronto is sortie-

roldly cnitical; juat as she bas at times the
iauin of a cbild for inxported talent on for
rrown talent bearing the hall-mark cf foeign
al. Wbereby it bappens that wie as a rule
ess refrains from criticising home produc-.
the public either damn with f aint praise or
aci the production of bis clique. Two or-
Jions have succeeded ini partially obliterating
r-ochial lines: tht Mendelssohin Choir and the
:o Symphony Orchestra.
nust be conceded te Mr. Jan Hambourg that
begun te do likewise. Titre neyer lias been

ýider corne to Toronto te live wlic gave a
~ctal te so enthusiastic a cnitical audience.
d a goed deal te face. For 'thougl lic lias
iany recitals ini London and ini most cf the
centres cf Europe, bie bad neyer undertaket)
rta an audience among whom lie liad ceine:
tas the leading exportent of violin mnusie.

-crtain that Mr. Hamnbourg establisbed im-
o Toronto cniticisin as a master of the
in ali its potentialities; as a wortby disciple

Lye and of Kreisler, whose Belgian methoda lic
lopted; as ont wortiy te bce dassed among
'eatest masters that play te Canadian audi-

-ognamine contained atm
sic. Frein the Cesar
d minutes in lengti, te
"' by Schubert the Secoi
Italian Tartini, a big me]

Lby Kreis-
i ago; thc

written oddly
ion et Rondo
deni French
lu, who lived
InYtliing eut-

side of Russian, w-hicb Mr. Hartibouirg hiniseif, a
Russian, mnight be expected to do even bctter than
any. of these.

So ini repertoirc and interpretation, Mr. Hani-
bourg is an eclectie, as every truc pecrforinig artist
should be. In style, hie hias the conservatismi of
years in London, coupled wvith the fire of Russia ;
though he looks more like an amnbassador thian a
violinist. Ht made the Franck Sonata profounidly
interesting. This numnber hie biad playeud thtc day'
before as an after-luncheon episoide to a criîcal
audience, mnany of themi mutsîcians, at tht Arts anid
Letters Club of Toronto; and tht audience gave
him an ovation. Tht "D)evil's Trili" lie had alsoi
played before tht saine club somne wveeks b>efore. lin
both hie was comipletely miaster in bis public recit.al.
Ht bas the Kreislerian capacity of niakinig a supe)rli
tecbniic mierely a mecans to an end ini the rdc
tion of tone-poetry. Hte bas nio tricks; but lie bias
poetic license in bis rhythmi-and lIe is a big ry
tbunist. ]In tonal production bie is conservative, Ile
nleyer over-werks bis instrument, The result is

THE FLAG
Tht sonîtwhalýt nebuiflous, quesýtit (if lags IiCad

is considerably cleartd up, by thte following letter f romi
Mn1. Barlow Ciimlirland to Lr Canada, repilyinig f row
the Enjlish point of virtW to a letter of thle Hion. N.
David un Le Capiada on thiat question :

REMARKABLE, indeed ont mighit say anA txtraordinary, article on "La question des
drapeaux" appeared in your issue of Sep-
temuber 29tli.

Its author bas evidentiy nio liking for "la ban-
nitre Carrion Sacre Coeur," whiici, lie says, is pro-
posed br soe "remplacer ici le drapeau de la

Frnce'*
Ht narrates sorte excellent histonical allusions

connected with tht hustory of Canada shown in the
colourings of tht Carrilon Sacre Coeur, which far
antedate tht flag of present France, and unfortun-
ately for his argument as, to its replacement, the
Tricolour bas neyer been adopted in Canada, non
bas it any connection with its history. It is, there-
fore, impossible to displace anytbîng wbicb bias
hiad no prior authority.

Ht very truly says, ".comme suije(ts BrittanIiueý
notre drapeau officiel est l'Union Jack, le drapeaul
(le l'Empire Brittanique. Il est un signe dle force,
de grandeur et de puissance, et protege tous les
peuples, tous les hioilnes qui vivent sous soni
egide.» But he appears to forget that tht Frencb-
Canadians had been guarded uinder the Union Jack
in the preservation of their laws, their language,
and their religion, and biad fouglit under it in de-
fence of their own country during more than a
quartier of a century before tht Tricolour flag cf
tht revolution ini France was even dtvised or liad
any existence.

The Tricolour of modern France was never. the
flag of the ancestors cf tht Frencli-Canadians, net'
orf these cf the prescrnt day; it lias neyer protected
their race nor their religion; nom did it ever appear
in Canada until brought ini on an Englisb steamer
in May, 1854, On which it was raised Out cf cour-
tesy to tht alliance of tht British and Frenchi armies
for united service in the Crimean War. In tht
celebration cf subsequent united victories it natur-
aIly came iflto funther evidence.

In Canada tht Tricolour bas neyer been other
than a fiag cf courtesy, aithougli, perbaps ' there
may have been seme modern European French
aznong us who have recognised it as the flag cf their
owii nationality,

Butmourwriter goes further to say of the Ti-
colour, "Il peut venir un josur ou pour proteger les

greatL refiinenii:t of tout with abundant vitality.
But whufle analysis of a perfornîer's work is

uisuaily dliunctiveý and sometimes stereotyped, on
ont thinIg -%r. Ilaiibouýtrg rnay congratulate himself
from:i the testiimon:y o)f those who listen to a thing
becautse theyý are Iearning to love it: lie is able to,
mlake thlu violi a thing of interest to a critical
crowd iii a b)ig rucital which unless done with grreat
regard for il] the essential qualities of violin miusic,
wvould hiave been productive of yawns. He does flot
iinpress you as a genius or a wizard; rather, as a
profounid studont of the violin witli reverence for
lis capailÎities, and regard for its limitations.

At thtr saile ti1me, hie lias estabuiilied himself as
a vil)îin exponent who, with lis distinguished father
teaching toite quality on the piano, will do rnuch to
increaise the reputation of Canadian cities as the
hiome of those who appreciate and encourage the
1)est ini art.

MNr. Richiard Tattersaîl, who, played the piano
aind organ for NIr. llamtbourg, must be recognised
Ali 01e of thtv coinig Canai.dian performer-musi-

cuas, hoi uany respe)(cts liaus alreadyl, arrived.
îlelis uceeedin cominiing tlle quaiýlitie-s of a fine

orgainist wîthi thoise of a r-eaIly capable and sym-
iparhe(tic ac-oiupai5t oni Ile piano. 1 le did niuch
io aýid in tic uccs of Mr. Hlambourg's first re-
citaI.

QUEST ION
droits qui nous ont etc grtis par les Traites
nousseos heureux dl'arborer le drapeau de la
Vran'ce et dl'invýoquier sort secours." This is to express
ai douibt uipon thie hioneýty of B3ritish government, to

wipe ont tht fair dealinig of a century and a haîf
(if Canada's Iiistory, and make the Tricolour again
dIe emblemn of a revolution.

It is uinfair to cast suich ant aspersion of mean-
inig up on aniyone who niay raise the Tricolour, even

though it be in cuts. It is quite uinfair
to nialt it a note of dsio;a warninlg signal
of disaffretion; a prelude to the calling in the in-
terventiion of another people.

Yorwriter, in referring to the Union Jackc,
says, -Il devrait nous suftire si nous ctionsanli.

Ia y 1 remnind himi that it is not the fiag of the
ngihbut the union flag of the British of ail

11a11 onafitiles. Its basis was fornied uipon tht fiag
of thtv Normian kings who conquered Entgland, and

woelineal decscendan, King George V., niow\ reigns
ugoyn tht( British thrýone. It represeiits thtc Norman-
F'rench, the Enlglishl, Irish, Scoits, Autai ,Can-
adianis, South A fricans, andt( the myvriad islands of
the seas, the truce British of thtc world over.

Fri analogy with your wvriter's viewvs.respect-
ing the Tricolour, the fact of any one raising an
Aierican flag shouid bc taken to, miean that he de-
sires intervention fromi the United States.

Such %vas flot the vicw of the French-Canadians
of. 1775 and 1812, nor is it, 1 presumne, of those of
the present day.

But your writer appears to seek sme other local
Rlag for the Canadiens Francais, ."qui nous distingue
des utres nationalites qui indique notre origine ,
siimilarly perbapa as the English have their ancient
St. George, the Scottish their flag of St. Andrew,
thte Irish thecir St. Patrickc. I will flot discuss what
form snch a local flag should take, but an ancient
white French cross, or the Fleur de lis upon any
fiag would be taken to record the history and nin
of tht French inhabi1tanits of Canada, whîle tht
Tricolour of tht revolution has no connection what-
ever with theni, beyond a similarity in tht language
of its~ people.

Tht patriotismi of the French-Canadians il eider
than tht Tnicolour. It is in no way tht expression
of their history, their heroirn, their nationality, or
their fidelity. It is the fia g of a goverfnment in an-
other couintry, and it would be an indelicacy and a
wnong te it to terni it tht national flag of any part
of Canada.

BARLOW CUMBERLAND.
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