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ence in the oid and the new. These birds are bred
in whites, blues, biacks, reds, yeilows and checkers,
though the standard of perfection is the saine in
shape and markings. A good Pouter wiii measure
over twenty inches from "tip ta tip," that is, from
end of beak to end of tail.

Probably the next most pronounced freak is the
Fantail-the most stylish of ail the fancy pigeons-
so calied because ýof the shape of the tail, which is
very large, fiait and carried. upright, 'giving the
appearance of a iady's fan. A good one is most
highly prized. It has no doubt been bred originaiiy
f rom the wide-tailed pigeon of India, and brought
to its present perfection after severai hundred years
of study and breeding. The best examples of these
birds are found in england.and the United States,
but Canada is not now very far behind, and fanciers
in Toronto, Montreal, Kingston, Guelph, Ottawa,
and other towns have saine beautiful specimens, in
various colours, such as blue, white, silver, black,
saddle-backed and reds and yeliows.

There are records of the wiid variety of India
with tails containing as many as twenty feathers,
but I have seen the present-day fantail carrying as
many as thirty-eight and forty feathers in the "fan"
or tail. It's body is roiied tup lîke a bail, and it's
gracefui neck lies back until the head rests on the
"cushion" (the base of the front of the tail) in the
sinail of the back.

Another beautiful freak is the "<Jacobin," cailed
after the Monks of that naine, who ware a frili
collar round their necks. This collar on the jaco-
bins of to-day have been sa increased in wealth of
feather that their heads are compieteiy covered with
a "hood," and they carry a heavy mane and chain,
shown in a picture accompanying this article. They
are sinall in body and bred in six or seven different
colours. Their origin may be traced to the wild
pigeon of India, whicb was possessed of a "ruffie"
or neck feather.

The Carrier, one af the progenitor,_ af the pre-
sent day «Homer," or Messenger pigeon, is now
only a fancy bird, with long beak surmounted at
the base with a heavy "wottle» or fungus growth.
The eye is surrounded with a cere, or fungus
growth, simiiar in quality to the nase wottle This
bird is piil-chested, long in neck and stoutiy fiighted.
It lookcs like a race-horse. A gaad specimen brings
a large price ta the owner, and produced herewith
is a picture of a pure white (one of many colours
bred) -which has oftentimes won a ribbon at leading
United States and Canadian shows.

The "Swallow" pigeon, nauted, no doubt, after the

by the fancier, to attain the cleaxi-cut division of
colours of the bird. "Owls," no doubt, are also
named after the oid bird which once *"to the moon
complained," because of the broad skuil, his full
face, and short, stout beak.

There are English, Chinese and African owl
pigeons, differing siightiy in size of neck or breast
feathers, and ail colours and varieties have their
place in the catalogues of the pouitry and li.ve stock
shows in many countries.

The Tumbier is a pigeon that is most popular.
Its curious back somersauits in the air have un-
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posed by soine to bc the progenitor of aIl modern arieties.

edly been respousible for the naine. A variety
ese birds, knoi&n as "Tippiers," will remain
e wlng, high up ini or above the ciouds, for a
1 of eight hours or more without alighting.
dition to the above varieties, wc have Russian
Inglish "Trumpeters," so named because of the
iar cali they make, sounding like a long call
cavalry trumpet.

n)Lieons, sharnilv ruffled lu winLy feather,

s, wichoftn tke yaýýto erfct.years and upwards, the faucy pigeon has been im~-
Magpies" are, no doubt, so called because of praved in its varions varieties for nearly 600 years
[r snarkings, similar ta the bird of that naine, -and will yet be impraved and fia doubt increased
it is a difficuit task and seidoin accomplished in varieties and colours.

FARMER

He told me f rankly that the f arniers of Canada
did not want boarders froin the city, because they
were more bother than they were worth. Lt was
useiess to compare Vermout and Ontario, for in-
stance, because rural social standards were not equal.
How many Ontario farmers had servants? Upon
the farmer's wife, in the absence of the "hired girl,"
must fail the extra burden of city boarders, andl she,
goodness knows, from early dawn tili laite at night,
has enough to do.

Then there was the question of the cîty boarder
himself. Was he a desirabie visitor for the
fariner? 0f the city boarder on, the fartu there
were several types. My particular farier outlined
two. He spoke of a city father, mother and sev-
erai chiidren who descended upon a friend of his,
intending ta, stay two months. The breakfast hour
on the farin was six. The tawn visitars neyer got
down tili nine-thirty. Then, the children did not
want oatmeal porridge; they preferred corn flakes
which they saîd they were "used to" at home. They
had the eating-between-meais habit to cxcess, some-
times crumbiing cookies in that sacred room, called
the pariour-where the .photograph album and
stereoptican views are kept. On hot days their
parents audibiy yearned for electric fans and run-
ning water. The family stayed a week.

The other type of city boarder was a young bank
clerk who went out on the farm because his mother
said he ueeded the look of the fields. He brought
his tennis racquet along, but when he looked out
of the window in the maorning and saw nothing
more ,approaching ta a court than a cropped timothy
field, he hid it. He got back home after two excit-
ing weeks. He stili tells customers at the bank,
and his mother, of his attempts ta drive the hayrake
and of dumping the grass ail over the field; of his
first try at hitchirng a horse.

The city boarder on the farm in Canada is flot
an unknown figure, but few attempts have been
undertaken to make an industry out of hlm. In
the Niagara peninsula 1 know of a fariner who buiît
four cottages this spring on his farin and rented
them to city tenants. 0f course, the cottage on
the farni is an idea borrowed frain England. City
boarder enterprise for the farfuer in Canada is
largely confined ta districts lin touch with suburban
cars, andi close ta dense centres of population upon
which the fariner may draw with certaînty for his
guests. When aur Provinces are netted with eiec-
tric roads, and cities overfiow, and labour gets
cheaper, there wili be a trek to the farmn ail the
year round frain the cities.
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