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Beginning a Se ries of Three Articles
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T HIE writer has been asked ta state somne of theà facts in thecase of the Canadian working

girl. The problem of the girl wage-iarner is one
of the most difficuit in city Îf e. F or the girl, it is
the most difficuit. To'tmen and womeit of good zuili,
the problemt is perplexing because econoica ly a
perfect solution setems ta be impossible. A girl is
zuorth a good deal. W*e have reason for saying that
if e is too hard for the girl who earns wages. This
is true in our Canadian cities. There are several
reasonable ways in which thse girl con be helped,
w.ithout mna/ing her de pendent when she ought ta be
independent, and zvithout interfering with the free-
dom which we all want for ourselves. Th>ese ways
are not charitable, but of economic betterment. It
is greafly desired ta obtain the interest of the Cana-
dian public in the case of th.e Canadian girl at work.
First, her cage has ta be studied. The .stories of
Canadian wuorkinîg girls which~ f 0110w here are true
stories. Features in one story have been inter-
changed zvith featuires front other stories to maire
identification imnt.ossi ble.
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fairly accurate guess. 1It is improbable that there
is any great difference between a living wage for
a girl stenographer in Toronto and Chicago, 'or
Montreal and Chicago. The girl who is a steno-
grapher, the girl wvho works in a shop, and the girl
who works in a factory, do nlot have equal expenses.
It costs a stenographer mnore to be ready for hier
work. Many girl stenographers ini Canadian cities
get six, seven and eight dollars a week.

B. Y. is ne'wly corne from the country to the city.
She is strong and determined to succeed . She bas
what comparatively f ew girl wage-earners have, a
plan for the future. When she knows enough, she
is going back to the town near ber old borne to
establish a model restaurant. This f act alone makes
B. Y. an exceptional working girl. She had saved
somne money, wbich sbe had earned herself, before
coming to the city. lier first position was as a
bookkeeper. She gave it up because she could nlot
live on six dollars a week. This was before she
found out on bow littie a girl can live when she
mnust. B. Y.s resources were exbausted before
she got another position. In her present employ-
ment she gets four dollars a week. But she is learn-
ing the catering business, and ber wages will be
increased if she is a successful worker. She is not
yet certain tbat she can make good in the city.
B. Y.'s case brings us nearer to the lower levels
of comfort and safety in the life of a girl who is
earning wages. At first wben she came to the city,
Bý. Y. paid one-seventy-five a week for ber roomn,
and three dollars a week for ber mneals. This left
ber one-twenty-five per week for ail other ex-
penses, which is an impossible margin. She finds
that by sharing a room with another girl, or with
two or tbree other girls, that it is possible to rent
a room for ene dollar a week. If a girl pays Iess
than a dollar the locality is undesirable. B. Y. is
given her lunch where she works. The lowest sum
which a girl wage-earner pays for three meals a
day is two-twenty-five a week. With a room at a
dollar a week and meals at two-twenty-five, both
sums the lowest possible expenditure out of six
dollars, two-seventy-five a week is left for other
expenses. Many working girls in Canadian cihies
have to live on six dollars a week. They cannot
live well. It is not exactly known whetber they can
remain in good health if they live on six dollars a
wcýk. But it does not seem lilcely.

'T HERE are working girls, mainly beginners, who

sponsibility of the employer. He must 1
efficient labour as he cati get. Hiatuses
this, when a girl is learning to support herse
the if e of the girl wage-earner too bard. '
not learn hier trade at home. She does not
at school. This difficulty applies particu
shop girls and girls in factories. There is t
ness college for the stenographer and boo

I T will be noted, tbat the cases taken SO
1of girls wbo do not live at home. Theil

hardest: case. It is made bard by the fact tht
ing girls wbo live at borne, anid perbaps do 1
te pay for washing, and possibly even do
board, cati live comfortably on a wage whic
starvation to the girl who does not live a
This is part of the problemi of the girl wage
There are no Canadiasi statistics to show w
portion of women workers live at hon
United States census report on Women ai
compiling data taken from the 1900 census sc
shows 65,186 women employed as' salesw'
one city. 0f this number, 60,062 wer(
women, and of tbe single women, 86.1 p
lived at home. But 2,547 of these women
homes where the woman worker was tbe onl
winner. These are flot Canadian statist
seems fair to say, however, that probably ý'
per cent. of the working girls in Canada
home. The effect of saying this is to lE
reader witb an easy mifld. But it is not plo
wbat we cati find out of the case of the
girl that the easy mind is justified. It is
that the case of the working girl wJho does
at home;' is made almost impossible hy the
she bas to enter mnto competition with
living at home. The girl at borne has to
the saine way that the girl wbo~ la not at b
to live. It cannot be admittedthat girls 1
at home work for pocket money and showi1r
There is probably a small percentage who N
this reason. It is so sniall as to~ le p1

negligible. The great majority worlk for ;
whether they live at home or not. Ask ll
inspector of factories, ask anyone'who a
knowledge of the girl wage-earner, and t
ment will be nmade that a girl goea iflto"
earning life f rom necessity. Work is 9
everyone. The girl wbo bas no work 1Xn

is much iyorse off than the working girl, Pl
conditions under whicb the girl wage-earl
are very bard indeed. No objection is
the girl being at work.
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