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Pe r'sonaliîti'es -and Problem s
7---D. 1Lorne McGibbon, Consolidationist

On the Prineiple Mhat Co-opera lion wIth Other Men is the Main

1IT
was the poet Cowper who burst forth:

"Oh for a l'odge in some vast wilderness,
Some bouridless contiguity of shadel !"

But it wasn't the worry of looking after big in-
'terests and the tyranny of the telephone that
bothered Cowper. And the only reason for lugging
in this introduction is, that it throws some light
on the quite unusual character whose picture ap-
pears on- this page.

1Douglas Lorne McGibbon is one of the bardest
mnen in Canada to, corral, unless you have a poli-
tical or a financial lariat. Just at present he is
probably up at bis stone castle at Ste. Agathe in
the Laurentians. This is several miles from the
ýoffices of the Consolidated Rubber Co., in the
Eastern Townships Building in Montreal., But Frm
-norally sure that Long Distance bas a connection
-at Ste. Agathe; and it was only last week annouinced
in the newspapers that the Consolidated Rubber Co.
~would build a mnillion-dollar mnotor-tire factory 'in
ýBerlin, Ont. This is a statemnent that it would take
.some men a mi-illion years to be alie to*make.

1 speak from rather disjointed experience. It
-took me ten days to corral this consolidationîst for
zan interview. 0f course the Quebec elections were
ton. The time be spent behind the scenes trying
ito oust Sir Lomer Gouin, if valuated at wbat it's
-worth in other business, must have cost him more
-moiney than the average journalist can expect to
-maloe in a lifetime. H e lost.~ One difference be-
-tween politics and business. D. Lorne McGibbon
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tbree years in insurance. While a mere youth he got
out to Chicago and St. Paul in the coal business.
From there he drifted to Medicine Hat, then a stop-
off place for ranchers. In none the best of health he
roughed it for a while on a ranch, but shortly
drîfted into town and took a job managing a store
for a man named Tweed. Not for long; but long
enough to enable Tweed to, make a good-sized for-
tune-wben the boy G. M., wishing to have more
to do with the revenue of yesponsibility and failing
to get it from Tweed, very naturally started up

an opposition trading post. Three years in the

Thing
be general manager. That was in 1898.

From that time on McGibbon began to demon-
strate that he knew bow to, take-hold of large balis
by the horns. No doubt he came strongly under
the influence of Van Horne, who has given a large
number of young men inoculations, of germinal
ideas. 'From what talk I had with the two men,
it was pretty clear that the encyclopaedic and
dynamic C. P. R.*President saw enough in the per-
sonality of his general manager to give him plenty
of rope and wise exchange of ideas. He had a
shrewd eye for the fundamental economic value
of a man. So has McGibbon.

It may be one thing to run a paper mill and
another to comprehend rubber, or boots and' shoes
or gold mines or power plants and development
companies or department stores; but McGibbon
demonstrated that there's a good deal of similarity
about all such things if only you take hold high
enough up. Hundreds of men in Canada have
worked out this principle of versatility in various
ways. You may see it in a crude form on the
signboard of the man in sbacktown on the prairie
who attends to, nine separate businesses under one
roof; ini the career of a man like J. F. Cairns, in
Saskatoon, who began if e teaching in Higli School,
became a bicycling expert, a sporting writer, and
when down on his luck started a bakeshiop in Saska-
toon that grew into a department store. And the
story of bow D. Lorne McGibbon injectedhis per-
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