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HOW VICTORIA WA8 GUARDED UNDER THE OLD REGIME. qarn

eet Parade of Jack Tara on the KIng's Blrthday in 1901, when Esquimnalt had a Royal NavalSqarn

The Eyes of Esqui-mait
B y N. De B. L.

7 ITHIN the memory of the prosont generat01n
Esqulmalt bas never untîl n10W boon syxu-
bolical of war. Rather bus It stooti to us

inblematical, 0fromance. Romances begun when.
<. ShIpa saileti tbrougb tbe Straits of Juan de
i !rom, distant ports, anti pre'tty Victoria girls
,heti them gltilng lu towards Eýsqulmaît bar-

romances carrieti on lu tbe olti seiI loft, matie
for -the occasions witb fiugs anti bunting, anti

eti swords andi ether nautical parpernl.1
a liull-roq, or on the brlght green lawes of the

il Yards at cricket or tennis matches, or ou the
Es' of the war ships themeelves, convot'tet for
nionce Into dancing pavllonsý anti dellgbtful cosy
Lrs; romances culniinatlng lu quiet or brillant
Moules «at the littile garrIson cburcb, wbich bas
,d evor aince Esquimait was foundeti, anti upon
se Watts many a taLblet Is placeti screti to the
lory of the buntireds of brave sailors wbo bave
tti unknowu graves semewhere on the vast
[fic; romances tbat kuit theo elt werld to the
as nothlng olse coulti do, anti helpeti to malte

orna se, muchi a part ef the mother landi that sho
beon tiescnibeti as "a littie bit of Englanti."
liose were gay tiaye. when the British shipa wers,
toue I luEsQulmalt barbour and the Admirai anti
lady gave a blgh social standIng te the com-

tltyr, wben the lttîs sho'ps anti Inua anti taverns
a thrlving business, anti the many tiny cottages
e trim and neat, thoir gardons gay wlth flowers,
the more pretentious quartera of the officers

sI cbarmlngly Invlting anti tbere was always soute
al futiton -or unother taklug place to attract
-olans elti anti Young.
lion, years ago, there came a change. The Cana-
1' Goverument took ov,,' the naval station anti
1Britlsh shiIpa, the British sailors andi the mn

,he gsrrIson weut away,' the barracks, the offi-
ý' bousesý, anti ail bullduigs were tifsmantIeti.
oriaus recaîl the mernIng we said- "good-bye" tô
S.llor men. We can see theut uow as they

'cheti te tbe boats in Victoria barbour, soute of

l< smllng, some or tho' Sat; we eau see the
Ding womon ou the whbarf, holduig up 'their laugh-
babies, it woulti not bie a lo~ng separation, but

ra tho breaklng of the home ties that hurt; we
heur the squeal of the fifes andi the rattle of the

U18, calllng a long "goed.'bye> anti wrltlg "finis"
>U1e cbapter of Britiswh Coliubla's bistory.

PTIDR they bati gene Esqulimlait weut te eleep.
*No more gymkhanas on hrlght sumtmer after-

110ons, wlth the shi-pe Inthe barbour gay with
lir anti dosons of entait boute comiug anti going,
Ilied by spick anti apan sailors, anti conveyiiig
bing crowtis of visitera; no more games ou the

green lu the navy Yartis, watchet by fasblonably
trosseti throngs of mon anti women; no more balle
lu the barracks or the olti sait loft. The lîttie shopa,
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the lne anti t;averne etreve bravely to exist -for a
littie wbile, anti thon 'with a final gas.p untier the
auctioneer's hammer weut liito o.bllvlen. Ail along
the short andi narrow streets, every one of which
leas te the water, ei.tber te the rlght or lft, empty
cottages with brokeil wlndows, anti gardons ever-
grow'n, tiied a slow tieatb untier the pieturesque baud
of Timo. Anti or ail places àu the world there was
not one more slOflt, mûre lenely, thun the lîttIe
naval village asbleep anti dreaming ot its former
glorles.

But thora came, swlft as the flah of a s>wallow's
wlng, a message oversaas. Englantt wa ut war wlth
Gormaily. In a moment ail waS. changeti once more.
Esquimult awolce frein Beep, ant ithat whicb hati
seerned deati, livedagin The olti Spirit-not that
RomanceO of lier Late tiays--bit the Spirit that
hoveroti over bier lu the tiays of lier fountiation, when
flghting Britain sent bier shîps anti men inte the un-
charteti waters, anti Set up Ilghts anti beucone anti
docks anti wharves anti forts, returuet once more te
bouse oIt forces anti uew forces into 'actlvity, 'to lu-
spIre te deetis of daujitlese courage, bigh hopes anti
gallant eudeuvour. The olti forts are manneti ugain
with nen as brave as those who fought lu distant

British ba/ttleflelds two generations ago, and the
sailors aflcat or ashore are the kinti that keep alive
the heroie traditions of their fathers. France and
Englanti are fighting again side by side for a common
cause, as tbey titi In the village's young days tiurîng
the Crimean war.

Day by day the grim, grey sbips, sureties of the
nations' safety, guardians of the nations' freedom,
keep stern watch lu EsquirnaIt waters. By n1gbt
their great search lights are thrown across the sea
fromi Brochy Ledge to Race Rocks, and day andi nIght
they are manneti anti ready for any cai. Now and
then they ship anchor andi slip away, beyond the,
&'traits to the ocean, undertaklnýg some bazardous
mission or amother. which no one, save those lu the
Adniiralty's secrets knows; snd just as quletly tbey
slip back aga-in, sulent andi unheralded, their mission
accomplished. There are ties when those lu Esqui-
malt village beur the noise o! mlghýty cheering, and
looklng out of windows or over gates, they see tho
countiess sailors of the cruisers, iu port, linlng up on
deck, wavlng their caps and giving some home-comiD.g
vessel a rousing welcome. And thon they know that
some deeti requirlng skili andi fortitude 'bas been doue
by the men who have just returned; andi the vil-
lagors 100k at one anothor aud smile anti nod Iu a
mnatter-of-fact way, as if tboy would say: "Of course
tbey bave won. A British sailIr always, wius or
dues trying."

The Real Joff re
G EN. BOULANGER!S careor is still. a factor lu

the mllitary life of France. Since bis time
there has existed a Republlc8.n prejudice

againet -tbe notoTiety of Generale. To that le due
the fact tbat few photographe have appeared of Gen.
Joffre, the present Commiandr-flýCblOf of the

Frencb -army. Gon. Joffre& order of the day giving
praise to Gen. de Castelnau was supi>ressed by the

censor, appareiitly l>ecause it vas consideroti agaluet
the initerest of the Republic that a general sbould

becomo a popular hero. To-day it la a war of silence
anti anonymfity wblcb. accords best wltb the goulus
of Joffre, a war of fatigue anti reslsta.nce-a "sclezl
tific", war. as opposeti to an "artletic" var of Na,

poleon. Joffre bas becoome a master ef tbe new
system,' whIcb be til not Invent.

Gen. Joffre spenlds a part of eacb day In a long,

1ow, rapiti moto¶,-car viaitlug the linos. It ls Im-
possible te visit ail the polnts--mucb miust be left

to the corps commander afttr the general plan la
settleti; this robs a generallssîmo of personal contact
witb bis troopa; ho la more or ls unknowu to tbom,

andi Joffre pyrobably bas te show papors to ies Sen-

tries. He wears out two chauffeurs a day Iu hie
rusb from point te point.

Hlis chlef characterlstC la calmunese. He 1s as
calm lu war as Iu pouce. Anti 'that quality bas breti
confidence. He bas confidence lu bimef, anti bas

given confidence te others. His staff nover for &.

moment toubts hie capaclty to wln, anti that convic-
tion bas percolateti tbrougli te the masses of the
troope. it has matie hlm pop&ilar, (tbougb be bas
doue nothing to ongentier that; on the contrary, he
eschews popularity. He ives apart froin Presa
"recla2lO"; ho dos not seek lt anti ho dislikes It.
Hoe knows how to combine the bee.t lu bis, owu andi
other peoplea projeote. Sle la modest as ho le un-
aumiug. Hie readlnese te accept suggestion bas

foistereti tbe belle! that be le au adapter anti organiser
m-ther tbaïn strateglaît. Ho la both. Hlie campalgui
show the soltiler s watt as the engineer anti organ-
izer. But bis great Maxim le that lu war notblng
canl be improviset. Every tietaîl must be tbought
out; thsat marks hie superlority over other modern
commandera.

H3 aSchevemeflt le the formation of the Genral
IlStaff. He bas brougbt together the best Mill-

tary ibrains lu France anti co-ordinatoti anti
coutrolloti their efforts, He bas exerciseti politce,
that iane of the French Army. It la the more to bis
credit, for bis own political opinions are opposeti te
those of bis chief eadjutors. A Republicun, anti
FreemaEol,he la surrounded, by moen who are Cath-
ellc anti disposeti te cavIl at the prosent Constitu-
tion; but it makes ne difference to bis a.ppreciatlon
of thon'. His chie! confidence las given te Generuls
Psu andi de Caetehinu, neither of whom belougs, to
bis sachooI o! polîtica. When It was neceseary te
break the careers of five, (enerale wbo hati sbown
weaknoee iu manoeuvres, ho tIti not healtato. In the
wur of 1870 ho, dîstingulshoi 'himmeif as second lieu-
tenant, anti thon work ou fortifications. He man-
ugeti tboe of Parle se well that MacMahon matie
hlm captain at 22. He became snch an expert lu
construotlng dofeucesA l vurlous parte of the world
that ho fearod te be ting tbaît anti nothing êes for
the t'est o! bis 11f.

Few of bis pupils at Fontainebleau, whore ho be-
came Professer of Mlitary Construction, tbought o!
him, as the future Comniandor-iu-Cblef. Ho bas ne
Parade, no Poe, anti la not at aIl the type of "beau
cavalier" dear te the heurts of romantlc Frencb de-
mnoiselles. He le just a plain soltior, modemn anti
sclentifle. Ho la a savant witbout the faulta o! a
savant. is mass of tbeory la, leavenoti by a hlgb
sense of the practical.


