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By Irene Parlby, President of the United Farm Women of Alberta

0 vou ever think how different
our rural life might have been
if we had had sane building
from the first gradual care-
fully selected settlement ra-
diating out from the trunk lines of
communication, constructing its branch
lines, and its roads as it slowly spread
out, taking its well built schools and
hospitals with it, educating its people as
they came in to the highest ideals of
honest and efficient local self govern-

_ment, using the vast sums spent on

immigration machinery in consolidating
and preserving the lives of those settlers
who came to us of their own free will,
knowing the worth of the country, its
conditions and how to meet them, not
needing the entice-
"ments of immigra-
tion agents and
their highly colored
propaganda? Do
you ever think over
the sins of com-
mission and omis-
sion of our various
governments in the
past? How badly
they erred in allow-
ing those men away
in the market
places of the world
to grab with their
greedy hands vast
areas of our best
lines of communi-
oresident 5 cation, and so driv-
United Farm ing settlement into
Women of Alberta. land lying along
the far off regions of the province,
where no help could reach its people,
where_doctors, and nurses and teachers
did not want to go? How with
senseless folly they allowed competing
railwvay systems to build in some dis-
tricts closely parallel lines, and left
other large tracts of country entirely
non-served. As you travel much around
the country .does it not strike you in
a forcible way, how these great public
utilities, the railways, might have been
made to serve the people, to a far
greater extent, if they had been manped
out with a single eye to the best inter-
ests of the people who wanted channels
of transportation and distribution by
the government of that people, instead
of by various corporations with in-
creasing dividends as their prime object.
Then again the stupidity of allowing
people to settle in waterless wastes, of
saying to them, “You have Canadian air
to breathe, Canadian soil ab vour feet,
(anadian skies above your heads, go to
and make a living as best yvou can!”
Can people exist, let alone live on some
kind of a crop once in every few years?
Some of the rural people have been
puzzling over these things for some

Mrs. W. H. Parlby,

vears; while they plowed their deep

furrows, their minds were busy. Some
went on working in a dull unintelligent
km.d of way, but some began to study
their environment, to enquire in to con-
ditions political and economic. The trail
was a difficult one, camouflage, and
every kind of deception baffled them in
their search for truth, but like good
hounds the scent once found these people
went forward in the chase.

In days of old men wrote pen pictures
of the utopias they saw in their dreams,
our thinking rural people saw that here
In these Western provinces mot many
decades ago men had the opportunity
to build a modern utopia in very reality
had the governments chosen the better
Way. A new country with fertile soil
for hundreds of square miles, vast re-
sources of timber and minerals, wonder-
ful water power, seemingly inexhaustible
supplies of coal—all this lying like a
clean slate to be written on as the
government of the country willed.

That we had no genius to write e
story on that clean page. is our mis-
fortune, that it should have been written
b.‘" what the literary world calls “pot
boilers” i perhaps partly our own fault
Ve were too supine. too careless
Into what hands we allowed this’ power
to drift and on our own heads lies the
burden, To-day some among us realise

to the full that all these bad things
have been done, that it is difficult almost
impossible to undo them, and that the
question which lies before us at the
present time is how to reconstruct a
really worth while rural life on the top
of this badly built foundation.

Before we can reconstruct, we must

however clear away, we must take to .

pieces the old building, putting aside for
future use such parts as are sound and
good, but discarding all that is rotten or
unsound. Then we must gather together
our best builders, and each individual
of us with patient endeavour must co-
operate with those builders, carrying the
stone, placing the mortar, carefully, un-
selfishly giving of our best to construct
an edifice that will stand four square
to the buffeting of time.

We need spiritual building as well as
material; when you gaze at the exquisite
workmanship of the ancient churches
and cathedrals of the old world, you
see the soul of the craftsman shining
through his handiwork. Material thought
and hands alone could not have designed
and wrought those wonderful temples
for an age old faith. '

What we need to do to-day is to
survey the whole field of our rural life,
discover what is wrong, what is good,
what should be retained in our recon-
struction scheme, what discarded.

We have to endeavour to educate the
public to the real conditions on the
farms; to remove the feeling one meets
so often in the cities of almost jealousy
of the supposed extraordinary wealth
and prosperity of the farm people.

Our daily press it seems is almost
past praying for, it is the property of
various propagandists and truth no
longer shines from its pages; part of
this propaganda seems to have been in-
stituted to show the farmer to the world
as a heartless profiteer, as rolling in the
laps of luxury, spending his summers
touring the country in luxurious automo-
biles, and his winters in sunny climes
far from the rigours of our western prai-
ries. A certain amount of this propa-
canda has been driven home so well that

it has stuck in the minds of those igno-

rant of real conditions.

The other side of the picture is hid-
den; the war was not necessary to teach
us the value of camouflage. But those
of us who know see that other picture,

whole districts where people have been

hard put to it to buy food and clothes
to get through this last winter, who
must have seed given them to pub into
the ground next spring or starve: people
whose condition is so desperate in their

waterless waste that mneither banks

nor loan companies dare help them.
Their condition of course if described in
the press would be a poor advertisement
for our country, it might do something
to retard another boom period which
our monied interests are looking to, and
being an efficient business people we
all join hands with the governments and
the Canadian Manufacturers Associa-
tion in propagating a “Campaign of Op-
timism.”

One of the foundation stones of our
reconstruction work must be the substi-
tution of truth for propaganda. Those
of us who know reality, who look truth
squarely in the face, who have battled
with conditions, fought against the ele-
mental forces of Nature, hail and
drought, frost and tempest, who have
seen the hard penurious days, the un-
paid slava labour of so many farm
women and children, cry “Halt!” to a
policy which proposes to place our
soldiers on the soil with a millstone of
debt around their necks. and a ton
weight of taxation for the purpose of
bonusing our manufacturing industries
on their heads: a policy which gives
these men this load to carry with a
paternal government blessing as dis-
cuise, and tells them to “go to, quit
themselves like men and make a living!”

If our rural life cannot be recons-
tructed these men have no bright pros-
pect before them. for the future does
not look too rosy for even the unen-
cumbered agricultural people.
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SAFE AND HANDY LIGHT

You can pick your way anywhere at night
with Reliable Tubular Flashlights or
Searchlights. You direct the brilliant
beam of the Reliable just where you want
it. Clean, safe; unaffected by weather, _;
can’t explode or set fires.

Handsomely enamelled meta] cases—all
styles and sizes. Several colors. Long-
lasting.

Our Reliable Ignition Batteries will give
your car or truck greatest efficiency.
Made to the Reliable standard, and like all:
Reliable Products, made in Canada.

For sale by dealers everywhere.

DOMINION BATTERY COMPANY LIMITED
Toronto, Canada
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“Lively and Lasting X
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“BRUCE'S |

Summer Flowering Bulbs
GLADIOLUS DAHLIAS

ed for beauty of bloom. Plant | Very handsome flowers. Plant in May,
D s s Auestang | oo in Sansenber. . Ll ot ood
September. Easily grown and bulbs good | tul for several seasonms.
for several uuon.o. ) Named, Show, D tive, C .
[Bruce's ‘%hmce "‘fed&k AEood | tus, Collarette, and Single Varie-
mixture. 10 for 50c., 25 for - ties. 30c. each,ﬂ.'lol oy tpaid

$3.00, postpaid. Mi ’
: ixed Varieties, 20c. each, $2.00
Bruce's Superb Mixed. A grand dozen._&:ﬂtpaid. AIIO. Qallas and other

mixture of all sorts. 10 for 80c., 25 for T
$1.80. 100 for $6.50, postpaid. Lilies, Tuberoses, etc.
Separate Colors. Whites, Yellows, FREE!

Pinks, Scarlets. 10 for 75c., 25 for $1.50,
100 for $5.50, postpaid.

Named Varieties. Each separate
and distinct. 13 for $1.12, postpai

JOHN A. BRUCE & CO., LIMITED
HAMILTON Established 1850 ONTARIO

f_g !
130-Egg Incubator and Brooder %*$ 17.80

If ordered together we send both machines for only $17.50 and we _ FREIGHY

%?y all freight and duty charges to any R. R. station in Canada. AND gm
e have branch warehouses in Winnipeg, and Toronto, Ont.

Orders shipped from nearest warehouse to your R. R. station.

Hot water, double walls, dead-air space between, double glass

doors, co;;‘?er tanks and boilers, self-regulating. Nurs.eg under

egg tray. ially adapted to Canadi 1

Our 112-page Catalogue of Seeds, Plants
Bulbs, Garden Implements and Poultry
Supplies. Send a card for it to-day.

shipped lete with th eters, | rg R e hlnmb“::t '.hu';s

1P| complete with thermom: , lamps, egg testers—ready to use when you N

year guarantee—30 days trial. Incubators ﬁnmed in natural colors showing tm high grade Cali-

fornia Redwood lumber used—not painted to cover inferior material, If you will compare ourjiss

machines with others, we feel sure of your order. Don’t buy until you do this—you’ll save mon B

—it pays to investigate before you buy. Remember our Fice of $17.50 is for both In: ng -
Brooder and covers freight and duty ¢ . Send for FREE catalog today. or send in your order and save time.

VHa Tt WISCONSIN INCUBATOR CO., Box 200, Racine, Wis., U S. A.




