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* ~~.''es"~ Rural iReco nst ru cti on Iieu.m a

By Ime .parlby, Preadent of the United Farm Women of AibertM o u ever think how differentOur rural life might have been
if wo had had sane building
from the first graduai care-

lmfully selected settiemelit ra-
diating out fram the trunk lines of
communication, constructing ite branch
lines, and its roade as it slowly spread
out, talring its woll built echools and
hospitals with it, educating its people as
saiey came ini te the highest ideals of
honest and efficient local self gavern-
ment, using the vast sume spent on
immigration machinery ini consoidating
and presorvilig the lives of those settiers
who came ta us of their own free will,
knowing the warth of the country, its
conditions and haw to meet them, net

needino the entice-
monts of immigra-
tion agents and
their bighly colored
propagande? DO
you ever think over
the sins of comn-
mission anîd omis-
sion of aur various
governmletits in tt'e
past? How badly
they erred in allot.-
ing tbose men away
i n tîtie market
places of the world
ta orab witlî their
greedy lîauds vat
areas of our best

Mrs.W. . Prlb, lnes of commiuni-
Mresie. H. Prlycation, and se driv-

United Farm ing settiement into
Wamen of Alberta. land iying along

the far off regions of the province,
where no help couid reachi its people,
where' doctors, and nurses and teachers
did not ivant ta go? Howv withk
senselese folly tlîey a llowed conpeting
raihvay systems ta build in some dis-
tricts closeiy parailel lines, and left
other large tracts of couiltry ontirely
non-served. As you travel much around
the country does it not strike you in
a forcible way, hom, theso great public
utilities, the railways. miglit have been
made ta serve the people, ta a far
greater extent, if they had been mapped
out with a cingle eye ta the best inter-
este of the people ivho wanted channels
of transportation and distribution by
the gavernment of that people, instead
of by various corporations with in-
creaing dividende as their prime objeet.

Thon again the stupidity of allowing
People ta settlo in wateriess wastes, of
saying ta them. "You have Canadian air
ta breathe, Canadian sou eab your feot,
Canadian skies ahove your heads, go to
and miake a living as best you eau!"
Can people exist. let alane live an Sane
kind of a crop once in every fewv yeers?

Some of the rural people have beon
puzziing over these things for seine
Years; while thev plowod thoir deep*
furrowvs, their mimds were busy. Saine
wont on working in a duil uninteiligent
kind of wvay, but saine begen ta study
thoir enviraninent. ta enquire in ta con-
ditions political and econamie. The trait
was a difficuit ane. camouflage. and
evorv kind of doception baffled thein ia
theixi soarch for truth. but liko good
hounds the sceont once found theso people
Vront forw-ard in the chaso.

In daye of aid mcn %wrot#, peu pieturesp
of the utopias they saw in tthoir dreains,
Our thinking rural people aî that bere
in these Western provinces not ntanv
decades ago men had the apport unit«y
ta buiid a miodemn utopia in very reaIity
had the govermients choson the better
waY. A new countryvvith fertile soul
for hundreds of square miles, vast re-
sources of timber and minerais, wvondor-
fui water paower, seringiv inexhaustible
Supplies of coal-nîl this lyving like a
elean ,siato ta be writton -on a, the
governinent of the countrv willed.

That Nve had no geniuti. to writp 4<fl?,
StarY On that cdean pige. iî- aur niý-
fortune, mhat it should hâve heen %wntten
bv ",-bat the literarv world <ajjýll- pot
bilers"1 is Perhaps pàrtly aur own feuit

Wf cetoo supine. too caroless
ilito n bat bands w-e alloNved tItis pover
to drift ami on aur -own bondlie thp

brdn To-djav saine amng us rea]ise

ta the full that ail these bad, things
have beon done, that it is difficuit almosi
impossible ta undo them, and that the
question which lies before us et the
presenit timo is how ta roconstruct a
really worth wliile rural life an the top
of thie badly built foundation.

Befare wo can roconstruet, we muet
howover clear away, we muet tako ta
pioces theolad building, putting aside for
future use such parts as are sound and
good, but discarding aIl thet is rotton or
unsound. Then wo must gather together
aur best builders, and each individual
of us with patient endeai-our muet ca-
operate with those builders, carrying the
atone, placing the niorter, carofully, un-
eelflehly giving of aur best ta construet
an edifice that will stand four square
ta the buffeting of tinte.

WTe need spiritual building as well as
inateriai; wbon voit gaze at the exquisito
workmenship of the ancient churches
and cathedrals of the oId world, yau
see the soul of the craftsman ehining
througb hie bendiwork. Material thought
and bande elonoe couid not have designed
and wrouglit those wanderful temples
for an age aid faith.

What we need ta do to-day is ta
survey the whoie field of our rural life,
discover 'abat is wrong, what je goad,
-wbeit should bc retained in aur reeOn-
struction sebeme. 'abat discarded.

Wfe have ta endeavour ta educate the
public ta the real conditions an the'
ferme; ta remove the feeling one meets
sa aften in the citios of elmost jealoulty
of the supposed extraardinary wealth
and prosperity of the farm people.

Our daily press it seins ie aimost
peet praying for, it is the property of
varions prapagendists and truth 110
longer chines front its pages; part cf
titis propagande eeons ta have been i-
stituted ta showv tîe fermer ta the world
as a heartlese prafiteer, as rolling in the
lape of luxury, spending hie summore
tauring the country in luxurious automo-
biles, and Itie winters in sunny climes
far frain the rigours of aur western prai-
ries. A certain amount of this propa-
gande has been driven home se weli that
it bas stuck in the minds of those igno-
rant of real conditions.

The other side of tîte picture je hid-
den, the var wves not necessary ta teacît
us the value of camouflage. But those
of us who know cee that other picture,
wahale districts where people have been.
bard put to it ta buv food and ciothes
ta get tbrough titis lest winter, who
muet have seed given them ta put into
the ground next spring or starve, people
whose condition is sa desperete in their
waterless waste titet neither banksnor boan contpanies dare holp them.Their condition of course if described in
the press wouid ho a poar advertisemtînt
for Our country, it ntigltt do sontething
ta retard anathor booîïî period îvhichi
aur utonied interests are looking ta. and
hiein- ant efficient businîess people we
ail joju lîands with the governments and
the Canadien IIanufaeturers Associa-
tion in p~ropag-ating a "ýCampeign Of OP-
tinitiit."

one of the foundatian atones of au r
reconstruction wvork muet bc the substi-
tution of trutît for propagande. Those
Of us w~ho know reality, w~ho look truth
squaroly ini the face, who have battled
with contditions, fought against the oie-
mental forces of Nature, bail and
drouglit, frost and tempest, wvlo have
seen tbe liard penuriaus days, the un-
paid slave labour of sa mnany farmi
wtomen and ebjîdren, cry "Hat!" teaa
policy wbich proposes ta place aur
soidiers on the roi] witb a milistone of
debt around thoir neckg. ani a ton
weight of taxation for the purpose of
bonusing aur manufacturing industries
on their heads; a poiicy wbich gives
tîtese men titis load ta carry with a
paternel governinent blessing as dis-
guise. and tells thénI ta "igo ta. quit
tîteiselves like men and make a living!"

if aur rural life cennot be recons-
trîîcted these men Itave n briglit pros-
peq hefore thein. for the fuiture dnes
li look ton rosv for even te unen-
cuîttbered ag"ricultui people
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BRUCE'S
Summer Flowering Bulbs

GLADIOLUS
Unequ sa for .au of.1bleem. Plantn a u June lois in Auqut MWs

Septomber. Eand b urowm su

Brne.s Choice Mixed. A good
mizrtufe. 10 for 60c.. 25 for 90c. 100 for
$3.00. postpaid.

Bruce'. Superb Mizecd. A grand
mixture of ail sort@. 10 for 80C.. 25 for
11.80.100 for $6-W, poatpaid.

Separate ColOra. Whlteq, Yellows.,
Pinks, clrets. 10 for 75c,. 25 for $1.50,
100 for 55.à0, postpaid.

NoLmed Vaieties. Reebseprate
and distinct. là for $1.12, postpaîd.

DAHLIAS
V.v7 La"mâe % e .. P lanua b 11
wloem in 8.phoe. Emw vuoa m i
tubm . ed fOr sV"rl

Named, 9h0!, DecornW Cs-
tu$, Colartte, and itim
tie&s. ceaeb1 SiO dosen, POutpi.

Mixed Varietieso. oac% "il
dozen, pupald.. Ais» 0.11.ma5.4 su
1,1 lies. TubËroesetc-

f REEI
Our 112-page Catalogue of Beeds, Planta
Bulbs, Garden Iniplements aud Poultp
Supplie&. &end a oerd for it ts.day.

JOHN A. BRUCE & CO., LIMITEDI
HAMILTON LEshIbLe 181% O TAIOj

130-[g I.c.bat>radi Iroodu r 7.50
If rdered together we send bath machines for only SliJO and w. eI

eyail frelght and duty chare to any R. R. station lu Canada. N~ehave branch warehousasin Winaig. bien. and TomabbseOui. FMO
alu rders shpped ram neaet waeiuse t=yurR. R. station

Hot water. double wlj.deadar sa0ebetw.endouble glas
dra. pr tnksandbolIers. self-regsLatingNuruz ne

Wod cmet eg a. qeaIaatS .Cndaclmt&.. Nube. undS
wdtgeeithtemmt .lm g et.r-eayte u»e w.beanuyStaV
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