
British Columbia's Tîmber Commission.
Final Report Urges Creation of Forestry Department and

other Reforms.

Theý final report of the Royal Commis-
210O11 of lnquiry on Timber and iForestry
If the province of British Columbia is a
'eork that bas been awaited with mach
liiterest, presenting, as it does, the resuits
Of the deliberations of that body, after1 1u-h sifting of the immense mass of evi-
denlce aceumuiated by it during its ses-
Sions. Many questions of consequence to
the people of British Columbia, and gen-
erallIy to that part of the Canadian pub-

Vv hich is interested in forestry, have
l'en taken up, and the decisions and re-
c-OnImIendations are of considerabie mo-
Mient. The policy reeommînded is one
Wbo4l resuit, if put into practice, wiii be

Wa cb coseiy by forest economists gen-
erally, and would seem to be likely to
Prduce resuits considerably more faveur-

ab0 o the province than thoses attained
Th^e the present system.
thie chief interest of the report centres

tercommendations, whicb are bore
quoted in full as follows:

(1) That a complete cruise of ail Crown
geanIt timber lands should be made by the
e0veriiment; that in futurè the Depart-
'nn of Fo'rests shouid co-oporate with the
a"OssorS, and that an annual return
Should ble made of the valuation of ail
8"Uch turiber lands,

(42 ) That as f ar as possible timber lease-
'OtdS shouid be plaeed, upon renewal, on
~P1rity with licensed tixnber lands; and

fat they shouid be subjeet to the saine
'ort reguîations;
(3) That the rate of rentai and of

t, 1.t upon special liconse should at no
be1 ho ixed in advanco for more than

010ealonidar year;
(4) That the Laud Act be amended se

t enpvve the government to grant
e rh ight of cutting sawmill tumber to

l'e,"ees05 and that a new f orn of
~ e provided for this purpose in the

proscribed by yeur commissioners;
Tha-t theesame formn of license as

t Povided for pulp lessees be issuedý
ý b'U101rS 0f tanbark icases wbomay de-

s e ut miii timber upon their lease-

a(6 That the preseut reserve upon un-
dè'tdtimberiand bo continued in-

'te1y; and that wheu speoial circuni-
p.esnecessitate the opeuing of any
o]01of this roserve f or umdiate

er'I15, lic onsos to cut tumber thoroon
O--w'bc put up to publie eompotition,

a Stunipage basis;

(7) That licenses to eut timber upon
fractionai areas adjoining, or surrounding,
leased or licensed timber lands, sh ould be
put up to pl)ie competition and that a
'fractional area' be deflned with great
care in the wording, of the 'Laud Act';

(8) That the record of every cruise and
survey made by the goverumeut in tim-
bered areas shouid be accompanied by a
report concerning the suitabiiity of the
land for agriculture; that the power to
compel licensees to eut and remove tim-
ber from good land be retained; and that
at the time of renewal the samne provi-
sion bo inserted in every tumber bease;

(9) That the issue of haind-ioggers'
licenses bo discontinued;

(10) That no divided interest in a spe-
cial timber license ho recognized;

(11) That for the eonvenience of bold-
ers one day be fixed in eacb nionth for
the renewal of a]l licenses expiring in
that month;

(12) That royalty bcecolieeted upon ail
merebantable tumber nlot removed from
Crown lands in tbe course of logging oper-
a tiens;

(13) Tbat operators be required to dis-
pose of debris;

(14) Tbat the protection of forests from
lire be undertaken by the government
tbrough tbe ageney of a permanent forest
organization aiong the lines of the Nortb-
west Mounted Police; and that it ho comn-
pulsory for ail able-bodied citizens to as-
sist in this work wben called upon;

(15) That the cost of lire protection be
sbared between government and stumpage
holders lu the mannor proposed by your
commissioners;

(16) Tbat the provincial government
sbouid co-operate with the Dominion iRail-
way Commission; that a vigilant patrol
of ail raiiway linos and inspection of
locomnotives should ho established; and
tbat aIl railway construction shouid be
supervised by provincial forestry officiaIs;

(17) That special ienes sbould ho
instrueted to proceed witb tbe survey of
their holdings; and tbat ail sucbi survoys
should ho eompleted not later than tbe
3lst day of Deceirbor, 1915;,

(18) That ail operators sbould bo re-
qui ret, 'o make periodical returns coner-
in g their operations to the forestry offi-
ciais in their d1istricts; and that thýe col-
ltio)n of information should hounor

taken upon muchi wider linos than h Iitherto;
(19) That tbie governmient m uid tt


