The Hudfon’s Bay Company.

Being afked, Whether lowering che Standard of the
Hudpon’s Bay Company Fifty per Cent. or fetting Fac-
tories, would tend motft to increafe the Traae? he faid,
He was not a competent Judge of that; but in his Opi-
nion the building of Fattoricz would be the better
Method.

That he makes no doubt but the Company would trade
higher up in the Country, if they thought ‘t advan-
tageous; but he cannot fay whether Sirangers could go
higher, or carry on a better Trade; but if the Trade
was laid open, he apprehends more Goods would
be brought, becaufe many People would carry fmall
Quantities of Goods up the Rivers, and get great Part
of the Trade from che French; and that he don’t ima-
gine the feparate Traders could carry on Trade at the
Fa&ories; but that they would go up into the Coun-
try, where there is no Danger from the Cold, which is
much more intenfe at the Fatories.

That the Governor at Albany had a Garden in which
Peas, Beans, Turnips, and Sallad, grew as good and
plentitul as in England; but he never knew Seed raifed
in that Country lown again; chac he faw a fmall Quan-
tity of Barley growing near Moofe River in Auguft which
1s about Two Months before the cold Weather, which
Barley was in the Ear, but not full; but as he has never
been ufed to Tillage, he is a very indifferene Judge in
thofc Matters.

That he faw Fir-trees on the Banks of A/bany River
35 or 40 ‘Foot long, and 14 or 16 Inches fyuare at
Bottom, and 10 at the Top, and here and there a fmal)
Stick of Birch; that there are a grear many other fmall
Pines; but. he does not know whether Pitch or Tar
could be made from them, having never feen a Trial,

That fome Settlement muft be made before any
‘Trade could be carried on, and he does not know any
Part of the Couniry near the Bay, where they could
be more advantageoufly placed, than where the Com-
pany’s Forts at prefeat are; but he is unacquainted
with any of the Rivers, except thofe where the prefent
Settlements are; thac he apprehends thac | rivate Per-
fons would not by making a Settlement gain an exclu-
five Right to trade there; but that the next Ships that
came would make ufe of it; nevertheleis he apprehends
fuch private Adventurers would undertake it even under
that Difadvantage. : -~

That the Country affirds Plenty of Fith, Whalcbone
and Qil; that there is alfo Timber; but the Witnefs is
not fure whether it is worth bringing Home ; nor docs
he know whether it would afford Pitch and Tar; that
he knows of no Mines there, nor ever faw any great
Quantitics of Whalcbone ; for the Vefiels don't go con-
flantly ; but if they went yearly, he thinks they would.
bring great Quantities of Oil and Bone; but he does
pot know whether this is fo good a Place as Davis’s
Streights for Whale-fithing, not being acquainted . with
the Whale Fithery ; nor can he tell what Quantity of
Bone might be had. :

That the Company have fome Sloops to fend up
Rivers, and trade Coaliwife with the Natives; one of
which was fent a Year or Two to trade wich the Eftimaux,
and then left off that Trade a Year or T'wo: There is
alfo a Sleop manned with Eight Men, which winters in
Slude River for the Coaft Trade. o

That the. Witnefs has heard from Indians thac there
are Nations higher in the Country with whom the Trad-;
ing Indians are always at War; and fome of the Slaves
taken fram thofe Nations bave traded with the Com-
pany; that the Witnefs thinks a Trade might be opened.
with the neighbouring Indians, by means of ‘Prefents;

that the People with whom the Trading Indians :are at- -

War, are, at the Diftance of Two or Three Months-

Journey uvp in the Country, where the Wedther is-

warmer; and the People going up to trade muft winter.

there; that the Natives are not a warlike People, being-

expert lInI nothing but Bufb fighting ; that poffibly
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they might lie in wais for a Man; but he muft be guard-
ed by the neighbouing Indians; and if the Witnefs
himfelf was 2 young Man, he would un leruke to go;
that the Difpofition of the Indians who traa: with the
Company is fociable and free: So.re of them, the Wic-
nels believes, will fteal, and others will not; burt in
general Theft is looked upon as a heinous Crime
amongft them; but when drunk they are apt to be
quarrelforne; that no one dares maltreat them buc the
Governor ; and he fometimes will beat therfi; bur cthe
Compans’s Inftrutions to the Governor are to ufe
them civily; that the Witnefs has feen Copper Orna-
ments abour the Indians.

That he apprehends the Countries adjoining to Hudfin's
Bay might be fertled and improved; and that in the
Southern Parts Qats, Barley, and Peas, would grow;
but if Perfons were allowed to fettle, he does not appre-
hend they could at firft fuofift by the Cultivation of
Lands only; thac he does not know why the Company
don’t grow their own Corn, nor whether any Propofal
has been made to them for that Purpofe; for he really
thinks Corn would grow there; which certainly would
tend much to the Advantage of the Company, as well as
to the Security of Perfons refiding there; that their
common Provifions are Fifh and Fowl ; and they have
no Bread but what comes from England; that all Corn
keeps there very well, except Peas; that in a general
Way they have Two Years Provifions beforchand in
their Forts, efpecially of Bread.

Being afked, If the Indians could not cultivate Corn
for One-third of the Price it cofts in Eurgpe? he faid,
The Indians are in general a flothful People, and culti-
vate no Indian Corn; but eat Flefh inftead of it; that
he never heard of any Attempts made by the Faftors
to civilize thefe People ; nor is it an eafy Matter to be
attained, fince it would be neceffary in that cafe to bring
them up to Labour from thetr Youth; that every
European in the Company’s Service is pofitively ordered
not to converfe, trade, or traffick with the Indians, di-
re@ly or indire&tly . on Pain of forfeiting all his Wages ;
and he is further fubjeét to be punithed at che Governor’s
Pleafure, who has ordered one of the Company’s Ser-
vants to be ‘put in Irons, and whipped, for that Offence;
and that when the Witnefs talked with the Indians, as
he mentioned before, he was authorized to do it by the
Governor. ' .

And being afked, Whether he had ever known a
Man whipped for no other Crime but talking with the
Indians ? he faid, He had known one Man, whofe
Name was Adam Farquar, whipped for being t2ken in
an Indian Tent in the trading Time of the Year, con-:
verfing with .an Indian contrary to the Governor’s Or<
ders ; which Orders are hung up in the feveral Forts,
an confift, for the moft Part, of Paragraphs out of the
Company's Letters, declaring. that you are not allowed
to act in fuch and fuch a manner; and among other’
Reftrittions, forbidding Trade or Converfe with the In-
dians, on.Pain of corporal Punifhment,
~ That the Witnefs believes, that the Company’s. Ser~
vants would trade, if they were not prohibited ;- that
they would. ofcen part with: their wearing Cloaths or
Vicuals for that purpofe. . . . .-

And being afked, Whether the faid Farguar was not
punithed for converfing with? an Indian. Woman; and
whether if the Europeans were allowed to converfe with
the Women, it would not drive away the Indians? hefaid, -
He. believednot; for the Indians were a fenfible People,
and agree their Women fhould be made ufe of. R

- That he believes the Indians would kill no more Bealts
than what: is -fufficient to purchafe Commodities for the
Year, as he has feen them a& in the fame manner, with
regard to.Venifon;  and he. does not know, whether, if
they could haveran advanced Price for their Goods, they
would snot: bring’ down. fewer Skins than-they-do st
prefent. . . oo Lo
That



