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THE BIBLE, AD THE BIBLE It must contain one story, and -tell one, faith, private opinions are. We asl. their testimony
ALONE."* and reveal one Gospel. There are disputes about Ohurch, Faith, and. Practice.,

- about its meaning and scope.. This man insists Tertullian, for instance, adyises against the
(From "Copy," by Bight Rev. Hugh Miller Or one Gospel, this other maiionanother. Both immediate baptism of infants. He argues in

Thompson, Assistant BRislwp of Mississipi. appeal to the Bible. Both -talk about 'the favor of postponing. it till the child has come to
Thos. Whittaker, Publisher, New York.) Bible alone." The Churchlman éees their differ- years of discretion, if there be no danger of

î once eau nover be decided. They mightýaiwel1 death.; &nd Baptiats sometimes cite Tertullian
undertake to settle the question of the genuine- as a " father," on their side. -The Churchman

(Continued.) noss of a modern copy, by refusing to -look far- cites hlm for the direct opposite, because he
It makes no difference, thon, we see, how ther than the copy itself. Therefore, he appeals wants bis testimony to the practice of the

rnuch a man mistake "the fathers" and their te the primitive Church for this matter also. Church, and not Tertullian's private notions.
uses, how firmly he may have the notion of 1[e says "let tWie men who testify to the genu- His testimony is the strOngest that infant bap-

t, ineness of the book, testify also to its meaning. tism was the-established custom of the Chure,the Bible, and the Bible alone,' he must go What sense did they get from it in the very cle he, Tertullian, would net have been called
ta these f athers to decide the very vital ques- days when mon lived who heard St. Peter and upon to persuade anybody to delay itl. His
tion whether he bas a Bible at all. Without St. John teach and preach? What doctrine did negative testimony is stronger than any posi-
them,' ho is uttei-ly adrift. He bas a Bible, but they find lu it in the very Cburches where these tive.
ho cannot tell whether it is a real Bible or a Apostles were pastors ? Lot us cail in the an- "The Bible, and th1 Bible alone," an impos-

or a forgery f the cient witnesses.for this thing also" sible formula as we se, muat be changed to one
sam, the gouuile word t his ls really,-this, and no moro-the mean- more lu accordance with the Bible itself. Thatninth century. It is on the testimony of the ing of a Churchman's appeal to antiquity. He never teaches "the Bible, and Bible alone." It
fathers, of primitive iniquity, of the early does net consider "the fathers " ô£ any century authorizes no man to suppose his private judg-
Church, that ho resta bis belief that his Bible infallible. le cites them as witnesses for the ment infallible. It does not establish one Pope,
answers to the genuine Bible as it was given, doctrine, precisely as he cites them as witnosses stili leas a million. It bide us, among other
The Bible, therefore, comes te no mans a book for the book. He considers that the Bible con- things, to " stand in the old paths," to " hold

tained, for the mon of the earliest day, a defin- fast tho form cf sound words," and by impliedby itsolf. It comes aurrounded by authority ite system of Christian faith and order.. lHe sees command, to "continue in the Apostle's doc-
from without. It comes with testimonials and that the written New Testament grew;into ex- trine and fellowship."
evidences of an organie body. The existence of istence, was written, collected and published It is beginning to be seen and confessed by
the Church is the evidence of the tru th it con- under that definite system, and theréfore agree- the best, the wisest, and the calmest-thoughted
tains, as the testimony of the Churci is the cvi- able te it. And he infers that that systei 1s mon of all names-Greek, Roman, and Protes-the true sense and meaning pf the written book, tant-that " the historie method," in otherdance of the genuineness and sameness of the that the Christianity in the life and action of words the appeal to the Primitive Church-to
copies. Since this question is to be decided iD the primitive Chureh la the true interpreter of " the old pathe "-is the only method in which
this way, since we find we can so deide it, is it the same Christiaity lying in the pages of the lies a hope of unity and peace.
wise to drop the testimony of the fathers atthis written Word. He therefore turns to, the con-

temporary witnesses to find what that livingpoint, and having used thom to settle the genu- Christianity was. COYTEMPORAR Y CHURCE OPINION.
ineneas of oui copies of the Bible, shall we dis- Take the things that divide Christians, thatb iss the as of no further u se ? one sect claims are in the Bible, and another The Irish Ecclesiasttcal Gazette, of the 15th

luere is just the broad difference between the sect claima are not there-any of these thiigs Augustcontains the followingremarks on " Thehurnhman and the man who thinks the Bible it is manifest " the Bible alone " will not settle Church and unattached Christians":is te o b intcrpreted by his own private judgment the difference. The Unitarian asserts that the The .Curch le not a fcxtuiteue cenceursofalono. The Charchman believos Christianity, Bible does not teacli our Lord's divinity. The atohe Church s not afortuitous oneuof
like the Bible, to be one. As the Bible never orthodox believer asserts it does. Both, thom, a cenglomeration cf secte founded upon
could be added to or taken froin when once strangelyonough, claim thefBiblo. Supposethe e ew Testament, and set Up by man at wil
given, so the Churchman believes that Chris- appeal to the early time. Suppose they wiscy at any and everîy time he pleases in the Inter
tianity cannot be increased or diminished by conclude that Christians from the first, the con- ages. If it were, it would need no special hold
mon. He holds that a complete and perfect verts of the Apostles themselves, knew what on the past, and would naturally discard ancient
system iwais given for ait, that the terms of sal- the Apostles meant to convey as thoir sense in things. The Church is an historie body, with
vation, the substance of the faith, -were an- this matter. The evidence a oerrwhelming an oranization of life, a faith, order, and wor-
nounced at the first. The primitive Church, tha from tho very firt Christiana worshipped ship, extendin over nineteen centuries. Hence
with the Bible in its hand, wont forth prenching Christ as God. The fact was so notorious that she would not be self-consistent, true to herself,
a dofinite faith and a fixed system,-its intepre- it was a heathen reproach. "the worship of a truc to the Divine Providence which bas doter-
tation of the meaning and purpose of the Bible crucified God." mined lier life, if abs did not maintain lier hold
in life. Whatever faith was essential in tho first . on the past, and in many things bring the past
century is essential in the nineteenth. What- Take the question of Episcopacy and Congre- forward. That the Church preserves the ancient
over divine order and discipline was established gationaliam or Prcsbyterianism. Unquestion- symbole, retains a Liturgy laden with the mai-
thon, was established for al tine. Wlatever ably, there is some form of government, some ories of the past, maintains the sacramental
were the terms and means of salvation thon, are apostolie organisation in the New Testament. truths of revelation, is only to say that aho pro-
the terms and means while the world stands. The Churehman clainis the written rocord. The serves and carries on the historie law of her

Thora was a gospel preached thon, a body of Congregationalist Chmis it. The Presbyterian liue
doctrine, a method of salvation, and a rule of clams it. Tho Rmianist claims it. "The In contradistinction to this fundamental posi-
Christian balief and practice which th Bible Bible alone will not decide'it, for the question tion in the state of unattached Christianity so
containoed for mon from the first. The Church- is about the menai»g. much in vogue in tc present day: .Who ever
man believes that these are essentialo the end. Suppose, again, they conclude that in the Jirst applied the epithet "unattached " te Chris-
He reflects that the mon who first received the earliest Church, when the Apostles were living, tians bit upon a very significant word and this
Bible were mon who knew the authors of the or mon whom Aposties had tauglht, it is reason- seems to be recognised in the fact that it is so
New Testament face to face, that they heard ably certain that any uniform and universal readily adopted. But it is a question whether,
Apostles preach and Evangelista explain the organization, existing all over the world,, would to the popular apprehension, the full meaning
Gospel, that they actually heard " the whole not be contrary, but agreeable to the intention ' f the word is yet apparent. It is supposed to
counsel of God " from the lips of Apostles be- of the Apostles, and consequently of Christ. ipply te those religious people, whô, underval-
fore they ever saw a lino of theNew Testament ! And suppose they ask what this organization aing organization, attempt to live in an isolated
that, therefore, they knew, as no mon can know was,-an organization which universally ex- way, overlooking Church and Sacramento in the
now, exactly what the meaningr and purpose of isted before the New Testament was collected, indulgence of a general religiousness, as if one's
te writinge are. They bhd e viva Voce ex. and the canon cloed. The evidence, again, is •piritual impulses were a better guide than the

planations of the Book froin the mon who wrote overwhelming that all Christians, from world îaw of Christ. If is known thai sema cf the
it. They hoard the substance of it before it was end to world's end, were members of one Church, to-called revival preachers and -lay expounders
written at all. They believed the Gospel, they with one unifori government of Bishops, of the time do encourage that unattached coi-
lived in it and died in it, wfre fully instructed Prieste, and feacons, and no Pope, and that this dition, as if it were of small importance what
lu "I the whole counsel of God," were " wise unity and this government were matters of such religious body one joins, and whether one join
untQ salvation " before they had ever rend a lino notoriety that heathans knew them just as wela anj previded he liva a good life. This is e
cf ie writton New Testament! as Chriatians. view of the matter, and it probably exp ses

And se, believing the Bible to be one, the And so with any matter which may be in dis- tha popular definition of " unattached"¡ if ebr-
Ohurabinan appeals to primitive antiquity to pute. The fathers may be cited to testify to a tain y explains the popular idea.
discover whether Ais Bible is the genuine Bible matter of fact,--What was the faith and prac- But there is more lu the matter than this;
of the pripitive Church, He finds it is. The tice of Christians in their day ? We do not cite the popular error goes deeper; it reaches fur-
appea} settles that question beyond dispute. then to ask their private opinions. We do'nôt ther than to those who undervalue and decline

But a thè&Bible la one so ita meaning is one. care, for the purposes of tis inquiry, what their menbership .in the Chur c; further than to


