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(;eiPLSOIY ATTENDANCE.

In soile coltries societ, y ill net suhinît te theindifference and apathy lexihibited by vnaîîy parents;
relative te te education of the young. In jases whiercthe parent wvil1 put fortli ne effort, public opinion instatutory forin stops iii and relieves him. of Uic burden.
IL pays Uhc cost of the education of the poor, and iniliany places conîpels daily attcndance at school, aîîdconsequiently thec receptioti, involuîîtarv, perhiaps, of a
(legroe of knoNvbedge. IL being in tlie eyc of the law acrime %vilfully te romain. in ignorance and it holds aise
thiat the country should guard itseif against ignorance
for its owvn wol-being as w~ell as against crime. Thlidangerous classes inuZ socicty arc the offsprng of theignorant, and they arc constaji li rocruiting tiîeir active
forces from. theni. IL is safe te go farthcr and class theleaders ef the dangerous classes as the lîalf-educated ofour commoti sehools. Wlîcn comipulsory education isiieccssary the contest is intelligence with ignorance
theo battling of geteat foi-ces. The latter utsuially yields
te the former.

Prej udice against eduIcahion wvlîcî acliveiv developed
resists to extremity ; to overcomne wvhiclî legail measures
kindiy aîîd gcntly applied is the province of the execu-tors of the law-wietding autîonity discreetly andhumaîîeiy. The teachier ,and parent are intermediate
agents in suicli education.

OURI ACADEMIES AND Hlf;Ir SCI-IOOLS.

teaching classed. In those days dozens studied te
classics whcrc one0 person dees now-(he betrays lus
ignorance whio questions the ultimato utility of Lile
classies). \Vere ail our villages large villages, graded
schools stipported by municipal taxation votild give
us sehiools of a highi order ; but a large village ini
a coiîty is as infrequent as lar-go teovns andcities iii
a provinîce. Liberal animual grants te the acadeniies,
as of oid, wvould be a boon te the popultion of
tuie rural districts. l'he academios wvou 1d thon 1)0 as
Lhcy once were , cenîtres of Superior Educatien witiiim
the reacli of the nmasses, IL is the latter whiom. goverii-
monts slîouid hielp, clierislî, foster anîd oducate. The
active, rising mon spring froni thlem-the rich are lu neo
way barred by likoe nocessitios as tlic poor. In Ontario)the maritime provinces, and iii thc States, le gislation is
eminontly conspicueuis for its decentrilization tendency
iii :cducational facilities. The counties are first consiy-
dered. They arc the prima et ultimia for bhe general
good.

Botter wvoi.ld iL ho Le foster and clierishi geîîorously
wiLh gevernmnîeî aid ail high sclîoois now iii existence
in the coun lies, than te lot oîîe languisli and die, eachi is
a light, perlîaps dini, yet shedding many luinijious 8avs
iii dark places.

Politiciaîîs of taLe have said that Quoeboc wvas a
Province te fiee froni Çîvly net make it ene in eduica-
ioanal tors te attraci, te for-ce onîigratits Le flock te ?Emnigratîts aro of the icîidle and peoror classes; nitist

thecy continue te go te the cities in searclh of higher
e titcatiUI1di faidUitiLU or ouin tney to tind. tliem ilIn the past twenty years fliere lias been a falling ofr localities wliere their only capital-1abor-can bc profiini the usefulness of our academies viewved as a unit. tably employed in the rural districts ?There is inadequttce governrnent aid extended to them. It is impossible Le beave the suibjeet wvithout p1aciil,That support has been gradually dirninishied tili the upon record au earnest protest agrai nst modern tendonsum of money given to each bas reached a small moiety cies prevailing in many couintries-thiat of placing ticof whiat it once wvas. As a consequence tho teachers se called accomplishiments in tlie first rank of things tehiave less excellence ; a less accomplishied grade of be acquired. Really they are flot worth..thce expense,teachers lias been employed. Howv can teachers instruct involving as they do the devotion of noarly the ivhotei ii that of which they have no knowvledge ? The money of one's time to their acquisition.designed for the hi ghschoo is has been wrongly appro. Comparatively fcw arrive at real menit in themipriated or misdirected. WThat are the reraedies ?-A hence they can only serve as temporary amusements.restoration of the old system,and. adequate suipport given and should flot bo regarded as the end of education'to the high schools. In othor countries whiere govern- The 9 confer littie henor and less profit, unless, as thement support hias been generously accorded te such. resuttof fspccial study, the outcorne of thcm. is of greatschools, they have kcept pe %vith the Limes in mcthods excellence.of instruction and usertuliiess correspond ing te the In ai cases iL is trifling -witli mental powers to foilow~dcvelopment of wants. The higli schoois are centres, light and feathery nothings with too close application.scats of lcarning to ail classes of society 1iie, easily Again, the cultivation of musclc-brawn-by aquaticaccessible to al and within the rcach of the poor. It is sotis flot or shouid net be the sole aim, of being.tindeniable that teachers spring from. the middle aud Thle incapables, the unteachabie, aud* inefficient flîaypoorer classes.-the rich spend no time instructing their be excused 'for devoting the major part of schoel-day'llos. From the poor, those of moderato moans te its development ; but that muscle atone is manlioodare comemn 10 the fr-ont, our sterling business inen, is an error. Physicat education, it is true, should keepouî* active aînd intelligent mon, those omient ini the pace withmental developmcnt and growthi of body, butieai-nid professions ; mîen whlo uîîder adverse circum- the former should nover take flic place of the Iatteî',stances wvould nover emerge from. comparative obscurity. enly in proportion as the necessity "'te hiew wood antiCati the country theti afford. to educate the rich oniy ? drav wvatcr " becomies the sole means of liveiihood.lf our high schools continue diminishing in usefuiness,LUie young of marked natural gifts must allowv their FINALLY.t.aieîts te sitimber or 1)0 forever undeveloped. Therare but ièwN giaduates of universities at tue'head of the TIhis siiglit sketch of defects and - present nceds inustcou îlry bigli schools. A yotung man with a laudable flot discourage us. We have ail through histery shi-ambition for a iearned profession is to-day ,Lforced te go nling instances of what can ho donc in spite of obstacles10 Lite cities and larger towns for his preliminary and difficulties,' and thonghi it is desirable above al[sitîdius. The poor cannot do it. The Lime 'vas wvhen things that a hiealthier educational atmosphere shouldf.-oni every acadenv ivent forthi annually luitmbers te surreund uis, v'et thiere are many other elementsimitricutlate iii some one departint et, our colleges. reqguisite to a successful, superior system. We can bcoThey, edicaLed i ni the arts, i n ime came back to teach, and, perhaps, are, diligentî in application of means ini't'ic flienîselves sent eut still otlhers. Constantly wvas 'otr severat departmcnts, teacher and schoiar alike,ille iiiiiibci et teacliers being irecrtuiîed fronm the stili success is net alwavs the revard of diligence

[MAY & JUNE) 18-9


