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were ready to escape fromn a narrvw and in-
tolerant fanaticismn into that equally narrow and
intolerant revulutionist infidelity %Nhici lias for
the last eighty ycars usurped the sacred name
of Liberty.

There were those among both parties wlio
received at once from Mr. H1elps's book an
influence none the less powerful because it
calmed and subdued. It was new and whule-
some for many, then in liot and hiasty yuuth, to
find the social problemb which %vere su ilnpurt-
ant to tliem equally important tu a inan of a
training utterly different fromn theirs, and ap-
proached by hirn in a proportionally different
temper. They were inclined at first tu accuse
that temper of dilettantismn. Lt had nu tincture
of Cambyses' vein, none even of -1ýhelley'b. Lt
threatened liot throneb, principalities, nor
powers. Lt proinised not to build up an elysiumn
on their ruins. The sneer of lukewvarmness
rose to mtny men's lips ; and the playful inter-
ludes which were interspersed throughout the
volumes seemned to justify their suspicions.
Were flot these mere fiddlir>gs wvhîle Rume %vas
burning ? impertinent interruptions tu the one
great work of setting the wvorld to riglits out of
hand ?

But, as they read on, tliey found tliemselves
compelled to respect the wvriter's texnper more
and more, even thougli it seemed to lack fiercer
and bolder qualities whicli they valued (and
riglitly) in some of their own friends. Tliey
were forced to confess at the outset that Mr.
Helps did flot approacli social problems in that
spirit of selfish sentimentnlismn which regards
the poor and the awvful as divinely ordained
means by which the ricli and the superstitious
may cliinb to heaven. Neither did lie approacli
them in the spirit (if the word spirit can be used
of auglit so spiritless) of that "lphilosophie du
néant," the old /aàruez-faire politica) ecunomy
whicli tauglit men, and tauglit little else, that it
is good for mankind that the niany should be
degraded in order that the few may be ricli.
Tliey sav that Mr. Helps had, like '£.r. Jolin
Stuart Mill, righiteous and chivaîrous instincts,
which forbade themn both to accept the reason-
ableness of any reasoning which proved that.
They saiv, too, that both possessed elements of
strengtli which they themselves lacked, namely,
calmn and culture ; a calm and a culture wvhicli
did flot interfere with a deep tenderness for the

surrows and follies of mankind, and wîth a deep
indignation now and then at their wrongs ; but
whicli tamed thcmn and trained them to use,
cunverting thein, tu qI.ote frum memory an old
simile of Mr. Carlyle's, "lfrom wild smoke and
blaze into genial inward heat.»

1 do flot wish to push further the likeness
between two remarkable men. But 1 arn cer-
tain that many wvho owe much to thern botb,
Nvill feel tliat tlie influence of both lias been in
somne respects identical, and that they have
learnt froin both a valuable lesson on the im-
portance, whether to the thinker or to the actor,
of culture and calin.

It lias been good then - to confine myseif to
'Mr. Ilelps's book for many young men and
woinen to be tanglit tliat it is possible to dis-
cuss, fairly and fully, questions ail-important,
man> exquisitely painful, some semingly well-
nighi hopelcss, %vithout furyeven wvithout flurry,
that such a composure is a sign, flot of careless-
ness, but of faith in the streng-th of riglit, and
hope in its final triumph ; that, as the old seer
says, "l he that believcth will flot make haste,"
and that it is wise "flot to fret thyseif, lest
thou be moved to do evil ;" that ail passion,
even ahl emotion, howvewer useful they may be
in the very heat of battle, must be resolutely
sent below, and clapt under hatches, if we in-
tend to ascertain our own ship's position, or to
reconfloitre the strength of our enemies ; that
only by a just patience in preparation, can we
save from disaster an equally just fierceness
in execution ; that without -woo-vv, even
0' ~oî, "lthe root of ail the virtues," is of no
avail :because without it we shal flot have
truly seen the object on which the Oi"ýroý is to
%work ; shall fot have looked at iL on ail sides,
or taken measure of its true proportions. Good
it wvas for them, too, to find, as they read on
through Mr. Helps's books, that those sides,
those proportions could only be ascertained by
much culture, mucli reading, observation, re-
flection, concerning many men and many
matters ; that the scholar and the man of
the world were probably as necessary flow
to the safe direction of human affaîrs, ns they
ever have been ; that the wveakness of tlie aver-
age ideologue lay in this-not that lie liad too
many ideas, but too few ; that the danger now
as always, lay not in "latitudinarinrisrn "(,what-
ever that may mean), but in bigotry ; not in


